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GROWTH and DECAY 
GODLINESS: 
Eizhry Signs AR and Dy- 


ing CHRISTIAN, . With the Cauſes of 
Decay, and Remedies for Recovery. 


The Third Edition much Enlarged, with the Ad” 
ditionalſo of Twenty Signs largely Improved. 


By Francis Smith, One that chrough God's Grace, 
and the Deccitfulneſs of Sin, hath had ſome Ac- 
quaintance with both theſe States. 


Plal. 92. 12. The Righteous ſhall flouriſh like a Plm- 
irce, be ſhall flouriſh like a Cedar in Lebanon. 
Rev. 3e 1. T know thy works, that thou baſt a Name 

that thou liveſt, and art dead. 
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Whether for Heaven or Hel! you g0, 
This Beok, with Heart compar'd,may ſhow. 
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- © Right Worſhipful, 


L Jenin: is not only a fin, but it 


is ranked amongſt thoſe Capital frxs, 

that are ftens of the. /aſt times ; and 

hath a, general mark in the holy 
Scriptures, not barely to debaſe (hriſtians 
below Heathens, but indeed. below bruit 
Beaſts ; for the Ox ackrowledgeth his Owner, 
and the Aﬀie his eMaſters (rib. | 
- This Conſideration, with many more, 
Commands me to enquire into the truth, and 
greatneſs of my Debt to your worſhip, whoſe 
paſt Favonrs I can mention, but never Requites 
Yet by Gods grace and help, will ever remem- 
ber, and acknowledge, where ever Occafion 
ſerves, to the day of my death. 

| And becauſe your Faithful, Unmeritted, 

and every way Qlnrequited Kindneſs may live 
6 A 3 when 
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when T'\am. gone ;.nort ovily to induce. others 
to ſuch Com paſſionate Acts of Mercy, in time 
of Extremity 3 bur'that my Children alſo may 
have: an honourable remembrance of Your 
Name and: Deeds to their poor once languiſh- 
ing Father, [while buricd alive in' the worſt of * 
En 2hfhPrifons, that they may ſtill rcad- over, 
INT both their Father underwent, and your 
Worlbip relieved from, when 'others; I 
ciently liged, did decline ; while your ſelf 
neither accepting "Common Acknowledge- 
ment, nor regarding the ſtrength of Oppoſiti- 
on, or other Refletions of being fo much con- 
cerned for one wholy a ſtranger to your ſelfe, 
and under names of Contempt. or Fanaticiſme, 
\ Yer in unwearied Indeavours after once you 
took :the ta-k-in hand, were ſo far from 
declining, that jn conjun&tion with this noble 
Principle, ſure God raiſed you #þ to regard the 
diftteſs of a franger, and his poor wife and 
ſeveral ſmall children : which Principle Kill 
carried you through thoſe many oppoſitions 
that beſet] you: yet likea reſolved Woarriour, 
did attempt all a for: athorow Con- 
queſt of what-you had once beguri. And now, 
- Dear Sir, pardon my boldneſs, and- pleaſe 
to give-me leave at this time to zemember you, 
of what in'duty to God, I ought never to ſor- 
get: namely, in Am; 1ſt 1667+ + was ſeized by 

a Warrant from the then Secretsry of State, 
and committed cloſe Prifonce to the Gate- 
| Houſe 


ww 


til The. Epitle Dedicatory. 
p  . Houſe Priſon, .upon Suggeſtion of Printing a 
My Book cntituled, The year of Prodigtes : though [ 
knew not who Printcd it. ThereI was truly 
buried alive , it being a Priſon famous for 
wi oppreſſion of poor Priſoners, as many beftdesmy 
ni felf can notoriouſly witneſs; for as ſoon as [ 
In . was brought thither, a Stern Goaley locked me 
td , up, and ſaid, I muſt not ſce,nor have the /iberzy 
| of any of Relations or acquaintance to viſit me 
without ſpecial Ordey from the Secretary firſt 
obtained. This-looked like Cold entrance, to 
one: unacquainted with ſuch a Condition ; 
( though I then deſerved worſe at Gods hands). 
\.. Buttoatittle, this and much more 1 found 
wiz t0.bec as truly-performed as promiſed, forl was 
mew locked up in.a Room, where | neither had 
kn Chair nor Stool to reſt on, and yet ten Shyl- 
lings the week muſt be the-price : and ercil 
lh had been there three nights, ſeven Pounds aad 
1, fifteen Shillings was demanded for preſent 
Fees; that; -is to ſay, five- Pounds to free me 
from wearing ron; ten Shillings for my. En- 
trance week Lodging,five Shillinzs my Sheets, 
five Shillings Garniſk mony,the reſt for Turn- 
Key Fees, &«. .Idelired, being. a ſtranger to 
11; :their Cuſtome, a few dayes time to conſider 
7 Of. it ; which -was granted ;. In which ſcafon, 
. Þ had rbe-happincls, late at night, or carly in 
1. 406 morning, 'to.ſtand up: upon a high Tablc, 
”., andlay mince ear to the {ide Roof-of theRoom, 
Nl: by which means, throuyh the affeRionate en- 
dea- 
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"deavours of 4 worthy Priſoner, and his wor- 
thy Companions cloſe Priſoners alſo, (that 
aut, to lend me any converſe, lic all along 
' upori the ground, and call at ſome Creviſe, bur 
bleſſed be God, they were, from ſence of P 
what they did utidergoe, beſer with ſuch Sim- 
pathy wan Ars me, that till I had their ear 1n 
\fuch a manner, and at ſuch ſeaſons, ) whom[ 
acquainted with the Keepers Demands, defi- 
ring to know what Juſt Cuſtome did require: 
from whom (as after the ſame was ph” ne 
by the then Secretary;) That it was not War- 
rantable, by any known Law of Englaxd, to 
require ve pounds to buy off wearing 1rows : 
Upon which, I gave this anſwer ; I did not 
underſtand any juſt cauſe I had given for ſo ſe- 
vere an Impriſonment, much leſs to pay ſuch 
Fees ; for which I was neither able nor wil- 
ling. Up on which, many Cruel Indeavours 
were uſed, to exaRt a Conſent from me, and 
my afifted wife not ſuffered to ſpeak with me 
but in the preſence of the Keeper, and after a 
chargeable Order for ſo much Priviledge firſt 
obtained : Nay many times - Orders denyed 
again and again for my Friends admittance to 
me; and my Window Caſements muſt be 
nailed up, that] ſhould not' have the benefit 
of that Common Aire which is every Slaves 
Birth-right. And when Proviſion ' was ſent 
me for my neceſſary ſupport; though a little 
ſerved, my Stomach fo ſailed to eating, being 
3 cas @ 


Kc. 70% Bhidlle Dedicaro, 
Mo i Oe num up, n | 
bl Ferns = ho equent nd Taſte re ah 
1 me; and however, what was { = 
ward ner at twelve by the care of foe lavi 4 4 
"er lations that lived neer the Priſon =o EC 
Wl thr, given ' me at four or five a clock ; "ab =—_ 
"om time I uſually muſt Break-faf ; Wy i ich 
ly were brought, I ſhould be Gee = _— 
"<hh beer or bread : fo th - 
7908 that at laſt I was f 

Naa .devide a wa = as forced to 
—_—— ay tO get a ſtring and bagg to be Ie 
ans 5—onka by night at the window, to co - 
finla kk NO tO mc. . wh 
ſun Theſe Cruelti ; : 
ln CE ton ghes OT 
-[4dn ſome reſpit * but1 rg 208 ages Sa obtain 
_——— CT 
"rare ay this paſs for ſome twelve weeks; in 
ale by ich time, for but receiving a note the | 
Nm "KEY hole by an open Prifc — 
{ Tndewvor . 4 ruoner, ſent from m 

| = wife, then fick and weary with gr Ja 
kt ucce(sleſs travels about my rcleaſ PII. 
wtvide Jeſs neighbour that ror Fl ages 2; rnd 
] np my my ſelf taken out of WE (> —_ 
Megs fy ad, as [thought and fel ce_ 
es ef _ _ o_y bed : ad 
Jmtt0r | 0 4 VIIDIC way vet. . Pp” 
x pot | be it ſpoken, then A Up OT 
an ms) being locked up Tee Roan? 
Hoh ing, it Lum hardly be heard with hollow- 
jute» ing a place where ſuch condemn« 
pu ; wa « Fake uſually fecured. In this timp 
| nore than thirty pound was ſpent to pres; 
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-my relcaſc, but all in effteQtual : Then was Ap- 
plication made to the. Kings. Bench Barre, 
. Where I had four or five chargeable Habeas 
C(orpas before the Cruel Goaler would oney to 
bring me to the Barie. | 
: Upon this, my afflited wife - was adviſcd 
Cy our - olipwncr Biher being then L. Chief - 
Juktice) to: beſeech your Worſhip, to view 
-the Breviate of my.Caſe, I being the nextday 
: fo be brought Tor oe the Judges, both ſhe and 
\my ſelf were perfe& ſtrangers to you ; yet it 
pleaſed God, upon yuur ;hearing our grie- 
yance, 0 affeR your heart with ſuch a-mea- 
ſure of Compaſſion, that. you. undertook tho 
work, and never:ceaſed ti}l:1t was compleated 
which in twoTerms.more was brought about 
Matwithftandins the conſiderable. oppoſition 
and: ſuzgeſtions. of ſome. Inftruments to .the 
 lconitrary; (but here it. may.be-remembred as 


an-Addicion.to the habit of Cruelty attending - g| 


thar-Priſon:) :I no ſooner-was remanded back 
by the Judges till a convenicnt day of hearing 
in the Term following, but the Goaler thruſt 
me. into; the./Common_ Room; or Dungeon, 
where I'remained for twenty dayes or more; 
becauſe I could nat raiſe himifeven pounds tot 
wards. Chamberrent at that inftant, + ; |: 

And though. my uſage was!hard,. your hoe 
noured-. Farhey, to the praiſqof. his juſt mes 
mary, . gave nazient hearing .to all my. Caom- 


plaints ; ſutliciently dildaining the yiages 
IF and 
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M and commanding the Keeper for time tocome 
OY jt might be mended ; alſo willing me to /azre 
I tim in the ſame Court: and when I told 
ds his 'Honour my 'mony was:ſpent, he was 
"2 "pleaſed to reply, it ſhould be done at the 
MM Courts Charge, I only Proſecate, and if it 
G ſhould happen till 'my Legal Releaſe 1 {hould 
bn 4je with ſuch ill uſage, the Keeper ſhould be 
Ketd :;ndited for his Life: PN. ks 
+ YVorthy Sir, while other Council took our 
;% :mony and declined to ſpeak-al{werable to the 
IN truſt repoſed in them; your ſelf, grats, ſtood 
LM faithfully by metothe laſt. © 
£8 - Pardon, Dear Sir, my being ſomthing tedi- 
Mem ous in- this Repetition, which I the rather am 
ww bold in ; that you might ſee the- great Nlavery 
win God made you' the ſole inftrument to deliver 
tl ime from ; and that your name- and deeds may 
1 live-freſh in the memory of me and mine! 
tad -while time {hall endure with us on this fide 
i the Grave. V Vorthy Sir, this Impriſonment 
atm colt me above one hundred and thirty pounds, 
tf and above fix Months Captivity in that cruel 
ww Goal, beſides the loſs of my ſhop, and Trade 
a«& Which remained out of my hands for two 
kv years to ſuch detriment Lam ſcarce yet reco- 
j/iz vered from 2. I have had nine or ten Impriſon- 
4 ments and Reſtraints more, ſome of them 
| x conliderably chargeable, yet your heart and 
(© ear is open at all times to give your beſt aſlift- 
Wy ance; ſtill rats, only becauſe you arc ſurely 
2 | rai- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
raiſcd of God, to be my Friend ; withont the 
leaſt merit of mine, only His eMercy,. and 
your good Nature. 
This leads me, Dear Sir, to the remem- 


brance of that never to be forgotten farther : |# 


AR of your kindneſs in the height of that . 

dreadful Plague upon poor London, while the ji 
Providence of God afforded me for my ſelf, itt 
Wife and ſeveral ſmall Children, a little i 
place of reſpit, in a Village neer Darkinin the i 
County of Surrey: where, when whar little 
money [I had, upon the foreſight of that De- 
luge coming upon Loxdox, gathered together 
to maintain us with bread, was neer ſpent ; a ! 
very black Cloud ſeized on me, and many un- # 


duc and unjuſt ſuggeſtions were laid againſt 11w 


mc, by ſome evil and buſtc Inftruments of miſ- 
chicf: that becauſe I wasan A1na-baptift, as |, 
they are called, or Phanatique, I muſt therefore uh 
be looked upon, as diſaffected to the Govern- txp 


ment. So that though the Cloud ſeemed to a- iu 


riſc out ofthe North Countrey,yet upon ſome | 
poor innocent- perſons in that County and \ 
my felf, part of it muſt fall : fo in ſhort, I was 


ordered to VVindſor : at this ſtrait, money bes by 


ing almoſt gone, and how long Gods hand 
might remain upon poor Londoxz wherchence 
I got my bread, none but the ſame God knew, 

Yet go I muſt; notwithſtanding all my piea- 1; 


dings,and importunity of many ftrangers with j 


tears, that ſeemed to have pitty. on my vg a 
| GD TY caſe, -|? 


The Epiftle Dedicatory, 
th ney to YYindſor I did thea 1n my heart to 
a God ingage to pay, namely, that when ever 

his providence would plcafe to open a door 
for my Reprinting and publiſhing this Book, 
be I would then with Gods good leave, give a 
thi brief account of his Mercies to me and mine, 
bay Dedication of it to your ſelf; and if any, 
ſelf for theſe my poor labours, are bettercd, -asI 
littk truſt, and through Grace know many have 
the been in time paſt, whok: affkeRionate importu- 
litth nities, together with my Debt to your Wor- 
De: (hip, put me upon the ſtudy of many, I truſt, 
ther uſeful Additions, proper to the decay- 
- ing ſtate of Chriſtianity - in this: our Ges 
7 un-Neration, as the wiſe God , who firſt put 
zinkme upon this meditation, and pleaſed of 
mif- his rich Grace to give me a word in fea- 
f yfon , not for the uſe of ſuch as do think 
for: themſelves in a higher Orb , but for them 
rern- that are mean in therr own cſtcem, I on- 
tos 1y, and humbly recommend it. 
ſoms And now, Dear Sir, I having had 
an{ alwaics from my firſt happy acquiin- 
wy tance With your ſ{clf, ſo large a ſhari: of 
y be your heart-love, am the anore bold to De- 
hand Gicate this little Book into your hands: 
en freely acknowledging, if any gain profit 
ney, Thereby , nextto God, the praiſe is yours, 
ple by whoſe continued favours, under him, I 
with Dave been delivered from ſtxch Perils, as 


ſexs Otherwiſe had preſſed me down into utter 
cal (bli- 
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Oblivion , or ar leaft to an incapacity on. 
this Account. ; 
Thus with my dutiful ek of |. 
your manifold Favours, I do humbly and " 
heartily commic you, and all yours to the - 
Merciful ProteRion of Almighty God, be- 
ſecching him fo to multiply his Craces up: 


on you, that you may ſ:e many good and 7” 
happy daycs in tvis lik:, and inherit ever- , 
laſting Bleſleineſs in triat which isto come. (i 
So praycs | 


Tour Worſhips ever 0b ” 7 
of 
liped . and Thank- ph 


full Servant, , 


Franc iS Smith: « mk 
- —"_ 


London this 15, day 
of June 1672. 
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td | Es 
wu Every Judicious and Confiderate 
l th 


gd 
con —ChriſttanReader, 


= || Here was never mere need [roms 

the heginn ng of the "reaAton to 

this day for perſons profeſſing 

1 QLodlnz(s 2 exter inte their C lo- 

ſets, ard to retire into their 2720 {t 

ſecret Chambers there to Come 

mmune with themſelves and we? 

| _—_ ſerwuſly and narrowly to ſearch 

' their bearts and try their wayes, whether they be ſuch 

., AICAB abide the ſtricteſt and {evereſt ſcrntine accord - 

ith ing to the ballance of th: Santtaary, axd the Touch= 

 Mone of the Scriptures, and ( it may be ( a Fiery Trial, 

which i coming upon all the World, to try them that 

dwell upon the Earth, Let theſe things be ſeriouſly con> 

ffderedin ſuch aday as thu us, wherein ſuch a muli- 

tude of Profeſſors of all ſorts do abound, who have en- 

Joyed ſo long a timze of peace and proſperity, which are 

apt mn themſe lves, through our carnal hearts, to lull us 

" faſt aſleep inthe bed of ſloath andearnal Security, andto 
heget a ſpiritual Lethargy m the Soul. MS DOT 

, Te awaken and to provoke one another to this great 

£ Et rs ie re eee FE Slots 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
duty, let us call to mind our former dayer, when we were 'wf 
firſt 1/1aminated. how great a zeal did then pſſeſs ws, jo | 
what care, what diltgence, that we might be found ap- ml 
proved of im the ſabe of God, who judgeth the hearts, 
and tryeth thereins ? It ts the ſad complaint of diſceru- 
ies Chrift:ans to this day,( and u there uot a cauſe! )chat 
there is a lament able decay and decreaſe of Godlineſs, | 
;2 the pawer and life thereof among profeſſors, This "a 
1s a Lainentation,and it ſhall be for a Lamentacion, 

It does therefore exceedingly concern all Chriſtiars 
of what rank ſoever, ſeriouſly to ſearch and examine 
their own hearts, and tocry what have we dove ! what $4 
11 the matter ! [arely the diſpenſation that rs upon us at 
this day. isto try and to purge, and to make white, that x 
they which are upright might be made manifeſt, when © Pp 
the Hy pocrite and formal profeſſgr, that cannot abide 
the tryal, ſhall ſtumble and fall, and the ſhame of their | 
nakedneſs (hall appear, Onr lot 1 certainly fallen inthe | ©, 
Laſt dayes upon whom the exds of the World are come, ay 
and our Lord bimſelf hath expreſly foretold, that in the 
laſt dayes among profeſſors wiquity ſhall abound,and ' - 
the love of many ſhall wax cold ; and that then the wh 
wiſe Virgins, as well as the fooliſh, will all ſlumber and 
ſleep, Mar. 24. 13, and 25. 1,2.3. 1% 

So likewiſe the Apoſtle Paul foretelling the evil of p4 
the laſt times, ſets down a black C atalogue of ſins that bug 
will be fond, not among the prophaxe only as tn all ages wal 
bat in ſach perſons, having a torm of oodlineſs, bur de- Vh t 
ny1ing the power thereof, 2 T1m.3.begraunng, 


« 


Formalicy 4:d Security abounding among Profeſſors, % 
2s the fin and ſign of the laſt dayes, Ard herein we may | 
d'{cern gray and hoary hairs, more than here and there PU 
p2» the head of this old World, We are fa'len into the Am 
l:es ard dregs of time, ard the World the older it g 'oms, ” 
the worſe, declining now into its dotage, "hy 


Bleſicd 


K EADER! 

Bleſſed is that Servant, that :n ſmch a day as this @ 

beeps his Garmevrt unſpotted, and h:s Conſcience yn. 

defiled, that bath bis Lamp burning, and bs Lighs 
ſhiving, avd his Loyns girded, and alwajes expettin 

«ud prepered for bs Lords comivg, Bleſſed is that 


”, Servant whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall find 


ſo doing. 


7 he deſign of this enſuing Treatiſe, (which we ye2 


po commend unto thy ſerious peruſal )1:5 to ſet forth the ſad 


. eftateof a Dying a»d Decayivg Chrifitan, ſhewing 


te 
po 

Pr 
fi 


Int 


the Symprtomes, Cauſes avd Cures of the Decay of 
Godliveſs; Together with the Benefit and Means of 


1 the Growth and increaſe of Godlineſs. As chow maiſt 
ſee in the Title and Froxtiſpiece of this Book. 


A Snbjelt certainly never more ſuitable and ſeaſon- 
able than at this day, when as Godlineſs it Jelf in the 
power ard life of it , 15 at [o low an ebb, and grows every 
day more than other, into a [exſible Decay and Conſun 


, Ption, And therefore this Peice needs not our C ommren- 


dation but a greater than we are, hath Avonched this 
whoſe Wiſdome and Authority we miſt adore; A Werd 
firly ſpoke. or ſpoken: ſeaſon, 13 ike Apples of Gold 


"* iy PiAuvres of Silver, 


For the Author, by that acquaintanee we have with 


him we judge him to be ax experienced Chriftian, and 


one who hath made it his ouſineſs10 diſcern the Signs of 
the Times, aud we doubt not but the ſavoury Chriſtian, 
wponthe through reading of bis Book, will judge the ſams 
with us. | 

Reader, we ſhall detain thee no longer in the Porch, 
enter the Houſe u ſelf - Come and ſee whether it per- 


form not more thanwe ſpeak. | 


Now the bleſſing of God ga along with it, and with 
the: in the reading of it, andhe that orves ſeedto the 


ni ſower, and bleſſeththeencreale thereof, grass wato is 
EIS * 


#2 KL 


To the judietous, Oc: F 

all. that we may remember our firſt waces. and do our firſts dl 

works: ans wore abundantly ; thar 4x 1: dayer may 

eo nr beſt daves, and onr laſt works may be more thax | 

our firſt ;that we may be Trees of Righteouſneſs, of rhe 

Lords oa'n planting that we may briag forth moſt and 

beſt fraitin our old age, when all other Trees ceaſe to 
 geild their encreaſe. Ina word, that we may not be found it 

wanting, nor too light, when our Lord ſhall come again 

to Judge every manaccording to his Works - Shall be 

the dajly Prayer of, | 

Thy Servants for Chriſts ſake, 


Henry Feſſey, Hemy Denne 
John Goſnold 


—{k__c I 
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|; al 
To all that arecalled to be Saints, n 
jd 

] 

M 

W 


Eſpecialy my dear relation! in Yorkſhire Weit-Ri- 
ding ; together with wyy brethren and Companions us 

the Faith inthe County of Lincoln , Northampron- yo 
fbire, Backingbam ſhire, Kent, Suflzx, aud Surrey, wb 
with all that in every other place call upon the Lord 
Jeſus , and all in and about the City of London, ww 
Gracs and Peace be multiplied. we 

6 


My dear feliow Travelers, 


Owever it iswith you now, as to vour 

ſpiitual fete, I am bold ro affirm, thar 

the dayes of your firit Eſponſal, as in 

themſelves . ſo 1n your own et}imacion, 

vere very bappy and joyful dayes, and you ſo affli- 
Eted for your own former Miſ-doings, and ſo affeR- 
£9 with ywaat gracious change, Gud thioneh his rich 
Grace 
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Grace then made, thac with ail your might you did 
fr willingly render up your ſelves co Chriſt J-ſus ſor 
2m your Saviour, and with all fee afteftion and hum- 
re th þle ſuabmiſhon choſe him, or rather cloſed with 
+ of t Gods own Appointment , that this bis Son ſhould 
ff « become your King toRvle you, your Prieſt to make 
raſe! Attonement for you, andal{o your Prophet to Teach 
vefm you; in a word your All in All : Thus at the Gghe 
are and ſenſe of what Six and Satan had been, and whar 
Shall now Chriſt Teſus would be by way of change , your 
hearts were wonderfnlly caken up with admiring this 
choyce , that were nor only of God3 preparing to 
R:deem you f;om the higheſt wrath, but .o Redzem 

you to the higheſt Gloyy : | iear your hearrs now this 
change is not ſo. new, i: unable to expreſs what once 


(though in the time yuu 13d feſs Knowledge ) you 


could have reported of this matter , the ſenſe of 


e Wrath then at Gods uvfolding y-ur condition, be- 
1 \ ing ſo apparet , and the neceflity of a Saviony , with- 


&-B out which you mutt periſp. being ſo wrgext , put you 
#8 yro that thoughtfulneis of heart . whar to do that 
Ip you might not Periſh, but be S AVED , and filled 
vrrey, your hearts and hands ſo full of better buſineſs, char 
Lml Hniband , Wife , Children , Houſe, Land Trade , and 
da whatſoever elſe till then had been dear to you, now 
became ſtrange in your eftrem; thus did you run 
well, and of Chcift Jeſus were known well, your fruit 
being ſweet te his tafte , and love in each anſwered 
fove, with ſuch delight, that you could ſay with Da* 
vid, Whom have I in Heaven but thee ? and whom i» 
: oy Earth 29 compariſon of thee ? Was not then the lighc 
el his conncenance /rfeio you , and his withdraw - 
$2985 your death > none but Chriſt could ſatishe you, 
0 be talking wich him, and whether heis inthe Gar- 
El : den 
rac. 
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dev, or Wildernzſs, or any Solitary place , Fon mnft | 
be with him ; nay, cacher conld yon not bleed with W 
him , than feaſt wichonc him ? thus in nothing more - 
happy chan with your Beloved, wondring greatly at þ 
thi great Grace, thar io ſuch a condition ſhould hnd ig 
For , andcoſach a coxdition bring you : look back, 
Call ro remembrance day«: oaft, was i: not tans with | n 
you , and a thouſand tim:s raore > ”- —- 
Bur how 1s it now you haye ſ-cn ſome of the |, 
depthof Chriſts love , and bernrÞbs he+* of the day hla 
in ſome meaſure> Do you love him y-: mcce and ju 
more ? Is, Prayer, Hearing, Reading. Weenmg, Wat ll 
thing, Faſting, Doing , Suffering, welcome ſtill ? Doth live 
the Pulſe of. your Son! run this way ſtronger and 0" 
fironger ? The path of the juft is as a ſhining light that 1. 
{Þimeth More aud More to the perfeit day, Are ye a+ wink 
ble toſpeak in trath this to be your condition ? Or |; 
do you grow weary and faintin your md , thinking |; 
now Chriſt's way too ſtrair, his work too great ? If it f\,, 
be come co tnis, rhen ir is a piece of the ſaddeſt rewt 
that ever came to thy Soul! ; Yet God knows1t is n6 1 ;- 
new thing, bur an evil coo coo common among Pro« | 
feflors, who like Iſrael of old, thonght Afazne while ! .; 
pew, moſt welcome, yer in 1ts conrinnapce, though 
Gods T»ftitatien, (which was a reaſon ſuffict h 


tent W gn o 
It ftill fhould be welcome ) they /2ath 2nd call it " 
Light Bread ; thus were their goodneſs like a mor- [* 
nivg clondor early dew that psf{eth away : In like gh 
manner, New Teſtament Churches , thar had fair |*i* 
ard flouriſhing beginviogs , yer in time , comes to 41% 
hane down their heads, and grow feeble and faint in 1 
their minds. How had the Corinth-Church rhar had ſal 
been their Apoſtles glory and crown,become his for- ht ( 
bewand #r7ef ; what bitter meſſages doth God ay” k 


di fi The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 
ed wig 12 Moſt of the Churches iv Aſia, complaining that 
_—_ they had fallen from their firſt love , threatning them 
each 1 with no leſs then to unchurch and ſpew them our of 
ud & his mouth ; ſuch wild Grapes intime , did this once 
" floutiſhive Church bring forth ; and the very com- 
Ins wi plainrt of /eremiah concerning Iſrael 10 them verified, 
. Chgp. 2. 21. Tet had Iplanted thee a noble Vine whol- 
ly , a right Seed ; how then art thou turned nts a dege- 
the @ 257476 Plant, of a ſtrange Vine to me ? 
My dear breathren,theſe are not the cyth of the ſad 
'- Iinliancesthat might be alledeed of ſuch as once were 
b * fair and flouriſhing, yer in continnance of time toa 
*  ſaddegreeleftrbeir (tandivg , and ſc incurred Gods 
Gl ſore diſplea(ute and ſeverity npon them ; all which 
b premiſed, proves it ſo far from being any of our hap- 
ov ! pineſs to begin well, though at the rate here mentio- 
inks P<d in our t Fþouſal dayes, that truly it will but prove 
P yn addition to our anhappineſs , if we ſhall not exd 
wel : for better us the endof athing than the beginning : 
Fm A11 which notes a Chric:1ans crue good , to confilt as 
4 in a fair beginning, ſo both to hold on well , and a- 
v, bove allto end well, What Chriſtian is he, that will 
" nor tremble then to conſider both Old and new 
? Teſtament Churches , whar fair beginvings they 
made, and yet what diſmal ends they came to, 
as ſude complains, Trees without fruit , twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots, 

The good Lord helpyon my Brethren, and my 
ſelf, rolay this thing to hearr, that with fear and 
trembling, we may work throngh our Salvation and 
from firſt to laſt avoid that damning ſin of carnal ſe- 
c4rity . that God knowes doth too too much rock 
many P:ofeſſors in onr dayes into a deadly ſleep, who 
being once green and flonciſhing , ill cetain a firopg 

* 4 opinion 
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opinion of hereatter glory, though grows as dry and 
ber: as chu Fig-tree, that Chrilt Jeſus would not 
ſutf- 1o1-4nd. 

I hn5 cr-nr d ire with my (clf, and mubng in my 
weak ric; [hat a fe. rfl ching 1 IC wovld be for m- and 
YOu), FN27 Adv SAC. fociJike beginninge , and have 
P1z0c &- AT 4*C miſe: N* 2 — 21% WO9, fo fall 
21:0tE2 Pn ihe lives God, who w:.1 itrip us as 
naked oz bis Gio + (nes we are fonrd wanting) 
25 ever ws tycre bn, eniz(s the falling + 1ormer 
Churches prove ſo nr admonition, 2s he that ſtand- 
210 tares beed !rſt be fall; for which cauſe, I have 
b-.o tor yo.r brnefir and my own, oathered Og 
th. inches new edicton forty Symptomes Oi Growing, 
and iorty more 0: dccnying to godlineſs ; in ihe ful 
v.21i may (fo: preſen;) orly read the S;gn5.0f growth; 
39 the ſecond, you raay read borh the S:gxs of De*+ 
Lay ro godlineſs , with the Cauies and Remedies, 
which wich Gods blefing (I bucobly p: ay and hope) 
may tend to your Rrengrhvieg , 17 growing : of to 
yavr ſpeedy ceducemenc, if declining : Read chere- 
toe what now by che help of th: Lod 15 br ovght to 
vour eye, With mh rotien , and while ye © look 
vpn rae bak, b: (till iefl Qing horh apon the heart 
anc life, vi h bis kind of jearcning language « 1s my 
caje e thur. ar is 4. thus: 4 H MWeve [" Y C117 Qwno opinions 
ro. - Growth oi decay, they are vour Highe#t 
Corcernmext - nicrtalnthereſore with all love my pock 
y. 1 R-511 1are De -dication,remernbrivg che Marriage 
af re Lab drawerh mgh ad bis Bride muſt make ber 
Zeif red) + Be (ure then y ou be nor found witkout 
you: dane Garmene ; bur imagine your ſelves 
che very next. door to Being compiled with the | mA- 
Joſey of * that dey ; £ the thovghts of it keep you 


Company 
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Bd tompany, in Buying, Selling, Eating, Drinking ; ye 
It in the whole courte of your Pilgrimage, and follow 
God withinceflanc Prayers ro fill your Souls b-im 
My foll of the living Worth of hereafter glory, and the 
nd #ſupportable weight of its contrary ; that ro this great 
are end theſe my poor Labours, and ſuch as theſe, in 
4 the glory of their perfection, may prepare you upon 


4 the molt acceptable terms for future Glory ; 15the true 
no) deſire of | 
et 


Your unworthy Brother in the deav 


Concernments of the Goſpel. 


Francis Smith, 


on. ——_. 
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Theſe following Mcditations, were fentme 
__ encloſedin a Letter from my Worthy 
Friend C. 1. 24. then Priſoner in 
windſor Caſtle. 


'® "hom the Author of this book did know, 
HF oat comforts from it; to my ſoul did flows 
He would £2 1ncouradged, yetonce agen, 
| To zmbrace his ſtudy, and to teke his Pen. 
And write 0n my behalf,a Pſalm of praiſe, 
Fer me to magnifie God all my dayes ; 
Drvine proutdence, ſent mee't in an hour, 
when Sathan be, was uſing of his power, 
Ana-ſubtle wiles my ſoul for to enſynare, 
| Carrying me along, twixt hope and deſpatr, 
j Perſwading of me that my caſe was good, — 
- which 


which 1 belerved, till that 1 underfleod, 

By what the Author of thts book mage out , 
which pat the caſe with me out of all doubt. 
That chr: $t1ans might from good eſtate decline 
They not I:ving to principles dine, 

From which my ſoul was warpt and turn'd afide 
Following of thoſe that prou'd an erring gutc!:. 
Sathan combrnd with my corrupted heart, 
Occaſion'd me from Gods wayes for to ſtars ; 
For want of watchfulneſs, I'de like have loſt, 
My ſhave ith price, that ſo dear did coſt, 

My bleſſed Saviour z even his hearts blood, 
Freely expos'd to do his people good. 

Aud now again, that 1 ſuch grace ſhould find, 
That letſach grace , ſo ſlip out of my mind, 

As I have done ; Tet me do ſo nd more, 

My graciom God, and Chrift my Saviour, 

Let me be alwates firialy on my watch, 

And no more. ſnapt, by bim that lzes th catch. 
O letmy heart no more with him combine, 
But cauſe st cloſe with principles drume : 
And let my labour now continually be 
To waite 03 Chriſt, and follow zone but he, 

O let the Author ofthis little book 
Rewarded be, foy the great parns he took. 
From whach, my ſoul,hath reaped ſo much good 
Let grace fromGod , be gruen him like a frod, 


Thine, = 
Fohn Maſon, | 
| " [a 
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18 Prayer, with a deſcription of the different kinds 

of trouble, and foor cavſes of ſpiritual decay , alſo 
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pic Ch, 35. Sering forth the different ends of labor, 

2 pl for temporaland trew bread, and rhat our Calling 1s 

phi Pot totake us off of our high calling, with three cau- 
19] its, why care for neceſſaries, prevail beyond care for 
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neceſſities. 255 
Ch. 36. Proving ſolemn and ſet times of ater 5, 


caion, one efſential roche beivg of chriltianity, with | 


direQion on whar four objeas we are ta place our 


h 


| 
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medication, wich three bleſſed advanrages, alſo a de. 


ſcription of righr medication with directions » abour 


the ficreft rime and place for this excellenr ſouf 


enriching work. P. 270, 
Ch. 37 Shewing that in che crue beleif of Hea: 


ven and Hell reits the anthoricy o: Religion, and| 


wha* tortering dearhs many have choſen for hea- 


ven: ſake, with three cauſes why ſome decay in this | 


ſpirir16j frame»  Þ.27h 
Cha. 38. Shewing how prevalent ta a Chriſt. 


like coverſation , the true thoughts of Heaven and 
Hell 1s ; , Cemoſirating bow much rather the argy- 
menc of Chtiſts pasſion ought coobliege, Dizlogue- 
wiſe explained by two deſpicable Priſoners , ircef 
by rwo firangers, with three or four beips asfigne 


for practical "application. p.277, 


Cha, 39. Demonſirating that ia every man, he 
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rhereis a Maſter fin which muſtbe killed, or ic will 
kill; and how 1n __ of time this once loached, 


dually ers new adinicanis, and four cauſes Aedh | 
ef this decay, and aneceſflity afferted of our mored |, 


enmity to all fn, 9.284%]... 


Cha. 40. Calling for Grave conſiderations 
when we accompany oar neighbours to the Grave, 
alſoprovieg death righrly filed che King cf Terrory, : 
by three areuments, and : :har iris a ſad Symprome of| 


ks any in eodlineſs, when the fighr of death is not fila 


{aidro hearr, with three cauſes, and ſeyen ſhox; 
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', Sigmes of. d Living or Growing Chriftian; 
Pa. 92. 12, The Righteous ſhall flouriſh like a Palin- 


.. Tree, he ſhall grow like a Cedar in Leba#0n, 


Io H,n -j0ur .chief delight 3s with the Saints, epeciaily 
.nY Y thomthat excel iz Virtue, Pſalm 16. 3, 
0Fai; when ithe ſmitings of the Righteous are not a burthen to jou, 
yo-cen hear of your faults with affe ftionate attention, Pſalm 141;5- 
3. When 7efin Chiift in the midſt of Temptation is more to. you 
then all the W'or/1d, Phii;.2.8, 

4 When Reproch ſor Chriſt makes Jon not aſbamed of Grid 
Mark 8, 38. Heb, 1x. 26. 
;- 5. When wandiing Thotghts in tim? of Day, find leſs entertain: 
ment than frmerty; Mal. 1139. 23. 1 Cor. 13.11, 

6; hen length of ſtanding 'n the Profe on of CRey, works 
increaſe of batred to alt Sin.: Pſal, 119 104. IT. 

7.When you carry about with you a conft.itt ſealouſie over your own 
Heart, that it tru not afde from God and Goodneſs. Prov, 28. 14. 

8> When every bnown-new Mercy begets mew Thankfuneſs, and 
that with delight. Pſal. 145. 2 

97 #hen bnows 'Calanniy in Gods Houſe, begets deep ſorrow i 


4 708 Heart. Neh;'1. 4. 


10, When Gods afflifing you or Jour Sin, makes you love Got 
Uh betters. Plal, 119,75; ach: 
Il. hes the: ſeme care and travail you at firſt lahoured in to ger 
 CDriflzit as muchiif os-more laboured into hrep chriſt, Heb.6.11512. 
1s. When ferling Senſe of the Peace, and Ed fication'of ibe 
Cbur&h of - Godz* es T6 vicar your Heart Mfet you.can preferit aboue 
Joi: chief,” concerns, Pſy." 137; 5. "Riditi.-x4. 3 9: 2 Cor. 11, 94 
- 2 3s hen pndir deep Lo or LOGOS the wo'd 'of G Gol is 
rrp Lage 119. 
Bos os ben: "any condition; Though indir ſof Mean, as it comes Jrom 
6 is moſt weicom. Job x, 23. Hab. 3.19318. 
-:I Fe When the Peace f cb-iſts Houſe begets chief Foy in your Heart 
Plilnza: 9.3,9.: - 
-*16.When 'cbirf cxre to avoid all Sing # as truly occaſtaned rang 
fear of | Diſhoaouring Gad, and incurring bu preſent diſpleaſure, as 
Wrath co ceme, Neb. 5. 15 Gen. 39, 9 
i 17:;ben the leaſt apprebenſion of Gods withdrawing , makers you 
ſeek bim more earneſlly in ſuch ways wherein be will be found, Pſ.63.2 
18, When every Company is burthenſom to you,that us net deſignuig 
20u7 FatbersGlory,but derogating there-from,Pſ.126.5. 2Pct. 2.7,8- 
: 19: # ben the Sins of others come ſo near your Heart that you wall 
"ou to ſee ſuch /Perſous tran ſerfs GodsCommandments, Pl. 119. IF 
20, 


- - -®20. 4 ben the ['gbt of your underſtanding grows more ftrong to your © \ 
making judemeat of 5pwitual things according toGods word, Ep.x.18, | 

21. {hen butey things become {weet to you, as they are ſquared by, 
and founded on the Will of God, Mat, 26. 38. 39, Aﬀts21. 14, © 

22. tFhenthe Path of the bum le is ſo delightful, that you'd rathey | 
be with them,thia in #he Tents of the ungoaly, AQts 20.19.P1.$4.16 

2 3.1he3 your pity us ſuch ro periſhing people,that you cannot but weep 
at the thoughts of their Rutne, Luk. 19.41. Jer.g.r. Phil. 3.18,19, 

24. Wh:3 Proſperity doth not with allowance lift you up, nov Ads 
verſity mmoderately caſt you down, Phil. 4.2 x, 13. ; i 

25. When your Reſolution to follow God fullythrough all Difficul« 
ties, 2s ſtable, and Temptations to the contrary, tends but to your {||| 
firengtbewtyg, Ads 20. 24. | - 

2.6, When the Yoat of: Self-denyal as impoſed by chriſt Feſm«,is 
not grieve, but pleaſant to Tow, Mar. 11. 29,30, Mark Io. 28. 
' 27. When jou are ſo acquainted with your Spiritual ſlanding,that you 
are eafily apprehenſive of the leaſt fiep to Decay. 1 Theſ.5, 4. 

2.3, # ben the force of the ReſurretÞion and Fudgement to came; lie 
ſo cloſe at your Heayt,that it makes you a nſwer every Call of Criſs, 
to do or ſuffer cheerfully, 2, Cor. 5. 9, 10.. ARs 24. I5, $6; | 

29 When the bopeſul aſſ urauce of a City to come,mekes you contents | 
ed to be aſiranger to your own, Heb.11.9,10,13. 2 Cor. 4-17,18« 

20. When increaſe of Time 11 Chrifis acquaint ance, worts increaſe 
of Delight in Communion with Chriſt, Pla, 93. Iz, 13, 14. - 

31. hen in the walk of Faith you are more frequent, and leſs 
depend upon walking by Senſe, 2 Cor, 5.7, Gal. 2. 20. 6 
33.7 hen you are quicker fighted at your wor pait to ſelf-adaſin 
that-at your befb part (0 ſelf- admiring, Gen, 32. 19. Eph. 3.8. | 
. 33-#hbcn the Majeſty ofthe great God, coufgdering how viſible you 
arc in-by pght,bhath an awfulpreveilence pon your Heart,Job 31-4. ,. 
- 34. When Conſcience:is ſo: tender, that every little diſabedient aft» | 
310, grates upon,or grieves y0ur Spirit, 2 Chro. 34.39. Heb. 13-18. | 

35» When you are as open war, and conftant Hoſtulity with boſam- 
ſi*, as diſpleaſeng to Gad, and forbidden by bis Law, Pſa. 18. 33+ 

36. When Heart-work u of more worth than Houſe-work ; as your 
Sou! is more precious, than your Temporal concerns, Ezra 7, 10:.': 

37. hen for inward motions to any Sin, you have as truly Neart- RK 
ſorrow, as for the outward atts of any Sin, both being diſpleafing to [' 
Gerd, and forbidden by hu word, Pſal. 119. 113. x Cor. 10. 4s f: Y 
38: "ben youbave a thirſting care to get the powcy of Godline(s mn - 
Jour Heart, ratberthen the form of Godline/s in the Head,or outward ' 
Profeſſion, 2, Cor. I. 12. | h 

39. #bea the worſhip of God agreable to bis Word, as bighly pri- Na 
ed, and faithfully pra fiiſed in th? worſt of rames, Mal.3.14,15,16- i 

40- Hen (be Soul is more bungry for the word of God ghen theBody h 
#5 for temperalFood, Job 23 12.Pſal.119,72,162, Signs 


fs 
od 
( 

ST 


% SOCSTSCCORCECORS 
SIGNES 
DYING + es 4-64 N G 


CHRISTIAN. 


. 
—. Ht 
Go 


5 _ CHAP.I. 

Containiny in it a Sign of Dying ro Chrift; with three 
Canſes of its coms"g, which being avojded, may 
ſerve as remedies againſt itrruine ; with profitable 
ObjeFtions anſwered. 


' : Whew you uy indifferent to aſſemble, or frequent 
the Church of God, that you can come, or 
af your 0w3 pleaſure, cannot come. 


4 AMRRA T is not only poſſible, but too 


TT. 


{.. VP too common, for Chriſtians af. 
SY: ter they have been ſometime 
z2XQY converſant in the worſhip and 
ſervice of Gods Houſe, to come 

T. ro this declining frame of Spirit, 

having ſeen into ſome of the 

pn ; depth of that that ar their farſt 
converſion, being mighty new, was mighty welcome ; 
but proving more natural to them, becomes in ſome 

| kind burthenſome; then Satan, thar long waited for 


it, gets advantage uponthem, tv diſpute the caſe with 
B 2 them, 


2 Signsof a Dying or decaying Chriſtias, 
them, Whether there is ſuch neceſſity of that ha 
bour and trayail abont their Religion, as they take; 
and by this meatis ferohoam-like, 1 King. 12. 27, 
28. When he would drayy the hearts of ſacl afide, 
tells them; it is too much to go upto fFersſalemto 
worſhip, and ſo makes two Calves of Gold, and- 
ptits the. one in Dax and the other in Ferhel, ſaying, 
Theſe be thy Goas O Iſrael, Es 

Now ſuch pretences of caſe as theſe, cakes preſent. 
ly with deceitful hearts, eſpecially when there is a 
ſhew of attaining the ſame end they looked for, with 
leſs coſt and charge, by this means the heart lets go 
choſe powerful convictions wrought by the holy. Spirit 
at his firſt taking poſſeſſion, which leads the mind our 
to make Religions getting and holding , a labour, . 
work, or buſineſs. I 

Now lets 'go its firſt unwearied diligence, and ſo 
takes in this Spirit of indifferency to aſſemble ; which 
plainly diſcovers, that now but halfthe heart attends 
that Spiritual fervice, in which the body is preſent; 
and indeed thus much ground by a Chriſtianloſt, pives 
ſuch a wound to his heavenly trade :-.that.the ſavour 
and reliſh he had athis firſt beginning to run well, is jo. 
now much departed, and ſo his appetite being with: as 
drawn, makes his ſtomack loath or nantiate that food; linj 
that once was ſavory and nouriſhing. - Wy 

Now what likelier way can be imagined, to hurt ky 
and ſpoil a Chriſtians Communion with his God, and A 
ſo by little and lirtle, remove him from his ſpiritual "ah 
rrade ; then to poſſeſs his heart with ſuch kind of indi- 
ffcrency.asthis, even a willing negligenceto aſſemble ; 
and ſo eſtranging himſelf to Chriſt Jeſas's Fold where wy 
he is wont to feed his flock at noon-day, being a \\ 
ſtranger there, to the daily opportunities of ſpiritual * 
gain, muſt needs looſe in his ſpiritual tradz, and con- 

| ſequently 


_ 


S443 54 


£7 


@ 
"s © 
ay 


$ Slens of 4 Dying 0r decayeng Chriſtian, 3 
e ſequently be affeRted with new lovers, and luſt after 
27, their unproficable dainties. - 
fide Doth not experience ſpeak mournfully in this, and 
yt confeſs the field to be morethen half loit, when thar 
an} early zeal to Chriſtian aſſemblings grows low, and 
though once remained greatly burthened at material 
hinderances, yet now is content with ſl5ght excuſes, 
ſen, ſecing no ſuch neceſſity, as is by zealous perſons pre- 
is; ended, and onceby them believed, fo ofcen to aſſem- 
wit ble; and as by ſad experience ſome can witneſs, when 0- 
thers have been delightfally taken up withGods publick 
tric WOrſhip ; they idling up and down, have found Satan 
doy Ot 2 lictle buſie ; nor his deſign a little raking, to 
how peuece their ſpeedy ruine , For as by often rubbing 
'* hand in hand, warmth is gotten, or by often uſing 
144 working-tools ruſt is prevented , even ſo a frequent. 
Hig afſembling among Gods children, inclines and diſpo- 
ſeth the heart to good, and conſequently impairs and 
ſane, leflens the old mans hold , being under chat continual 
girs means, that renews and inclinesthe mind into a ſpiri- 
von £24 likeneſs, to Chriſt its head, and fo is wrought up 
1 ; £0 a ſpiritual complyance with every new motion to 
with £00d performances; ſaying with David, when the 
food ſaiadſt, ſeek my face, my heart ſaid, thy face Lord will 
' Tſeek, Pal. 27. 8, no ſooner ſaith God ; ſeek my 
\ hm J4ce, but without delay Davids beart ſaith, thy face 
io Lord will 1 ſeek ; 1 was glad whenthey ſaid, Come ler 
vim 7 £0 #0 the houſe of the Lord, Pal. 123.1. it was 
nf J2Y £0 David to ſee Perſons ſo mindful of their true 
- ble 500d, as to be forward toafſemble. 
het All this premiſed, beſpeaks this indifferency to z(- 
ring {emble of a very bad tendency, plainly giving behold- 
<5 CO underſtand, that good things were not eftecmed 
- ſo much 4s good by ſuch Perſons; as they was ſo eftcems- 


ir 


ea 4s new, me have ſad inſtances of this kind of fpiri- 
: B 3 | tual 


4 Signsof a Dyingor decaying Chriſtian, 
tual decay, in J/-ac/ of old, N#m. 11. 4,5, 6. The 
mixt multitnde that was among them, fell « luſting, 
and ſaid, who ſhall give 1 fleſh to eat 7 we remember 
the fiſh which we did eat in Egypt freely ;, the cucum- 
bers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onyons ;; 
but now our ſonls ts dryed away, there ts nothing at all ®\ 
beſides this Manna before our eyes, So Chap. 2, 5, 
And the prople Shake againſt God, and againſt Moles, 7 
ſaying, Wherefore have ye brought us ut of Egypt to 
dye in this wilderneſs? For there ts no bread, neither 
(a1 water; aud our ſouls loath this light bread. | 
Here Gods own inſtitution, that once was welcome 
to them, and beingnew, they was mighty eager after 
It, infomuch that they could diſpence with breaking a V8 
law, to gather ic as Exod. 16, at large proves , Ul 
where we read of its firſt inſtitution : this Manna that = 
the Holy Ghoſt, P/zl. 78. 25. calls Angels food : ik 
they now loath, and call light bread; this Manua 1 
though Gods own appointment, that fed them to the Wi 
full, and was to continge with them till they come to {it 
eat the old cornin the Land of promiſe. Foſs. 5. 12. Uimy 
yet this they /oathunder its conſtant injoyment, and ta 
wiſh for Egypts food again, (heb 
How zealous were perſons in this age, twenty Or tia 
thirty years ago, when truth began more clearly to wil 
break forth ? no coſt or early pains mattered ; happy lvl 
were they that could come ſooneſt, then were afſem- gy; 
blies crouded; good menincouraged to labour, Gods yy 
name delightfully worſhipped, infomnch, that with- (gy 
our wrong one might ſay, ſince ſuch days the King- \yyl 


p 


dom of Heaven have ſuffered violence, and the violent kn 
Take it by fore. 


Is God's hand ſhortned, that ſuch workings of heart ,.. 
ave not nowas was then ? Is notnow aſſemblies thn, |; | 
performances ſmall, ſeldom and late? Is it becauſe i wh 

| God , 
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. Signsof a Dying or decuying Chriffian, 5 

od is a Wilderneſs to his people ? Is ic not becauſe 

they /«rfeir under fulneſs? Doth' not many run too 
and fro, that knowledge is increaſed, and ſons and 
daughters propheſie > How then inay this ſerve to re- 

. buke that flothful Spiritin any, that are careleſs to 
aſſemble, and calls on them to be reſtleſs with God, 

\ 5, till they are again reſtored to ſuch a Fpirir of zeal, as 
ſe; they had in che days of their firſt Eſpouſal ; /ahewarm- 
th #eſs here, being that z»/er-fr, to ſpiritnal ſpoiling 3 
thy diſappointing God of gracious opportunities to inrich 
them. and thorow this negle&ance, offers daring oc- 

"7 eaſfion to the Devil to tempt them ; Doth nor the ho. 
ae ly Apoſtle, Rew, 10. 14, 15. plainly imply an im. 
ing: poſſibility of believing in him, of whom they have 
, not heard ? And how ſhall they bear, ſaith he, without 

a Preacher, as it ts written ? how. beautiful are the 

"04; feer of chem that preach the Goſpel of peace , and 
bring glad tidings of good things? doth not this 
ſaying, in ſo many words declarethe reaſon of periſh- 
ing, to be want of knowledge ? Hoſ. 4. 6 And the 
cauſe of 1gnoraxce, the want of preaching : How doth 

this then commend Gods high approbition of afſem- 
bling, it being the proper ſeaſon for preaching. Ther 
they that feared the Lord, Shake often one to anether, 
and the Lord heard it ; andabook of remembrance was 
written before him, for them that feared the Loyd, 
and thought upen hi name : Tn anevil time when ma- 

ny grew weary; and ſaid, it isa vain thing to ſerve 

j the Lord, and what profit is it that we have kept his 
ordinances, and walked mournfully before him ; then 


ſuch as met often, wete highly eſteemed of in Gods 
account. 


Alas! Alas! Is not. preaching, though accompani=- 
; ed with neyer ſo mach inward and outward pains- 
a taking, chen matter of ſcorn to ſtanders by who live 


B 4 vaitte 


6 Sigus of a Dying or decaying Chriſtian. 


vainly , alſo g: ateful to the Devil our grand adverſary 
when few attend it, and of thoſe, moit part flat, law, 


#ndiSÞoſed, and weary, having little ſpiritual life or 
vigor in them, on whom common cuſtom to aſfem- 
ble, hath earen' out the ſpiritual reliſh that ſhould be i 
in them : bur I ſhall cloſe this with Gods counſel, | 
Heb. 10. 24, 25 Let us conſider one £nother, to-pro- 
woke mwnto love, ' and good Works. Not forſaking the 
aſſembling of our ſelves together, as the manner of ſame i 
is: but exhorting one another, and ſo much the more, | 
as we may [ee the day approching. For if we ſon, wil. 1B 
fully after that we have received the knowledge of the, 1 
truth, there remaineth no more ſacriſice for fon. Doth # 
not this diſmal concluſion, v, 26. proffer it ſelf, as nl 
the moſt probable end of ſuch as ceaſe to aſſemble, bi 
and makes way for their fearful and inevitably raive £ ? innil 
ſhall any dare then to content themſelyes with liphe TIT 
excuſes, to hinder their aſſembling, and not rather | 
provoke and cxhort one another to ſo good a u\\ 
work ? | wm 
But I ſkall conclude this firſt Sign of dying to yi 
Chriſt, with offering briefly three Remedies how it w6 
may be removed, where begun, or prevented, where all 
tike to come. ; 
Firſt, conſider and lay to hezre , That to aſſemble 
is a very weiglity duty, andrequires all your heart, y 
Iſa. 55. 3» Encline your ear and come unto me Hear, 
and your ſouls foall live ;; ſee Prov. 8. 34, 35s " Bleſſed 
i the man that heareth me, watching dayly at my gates, wp 
waiting at the pois of my doors: for wholo findeth me, yg. 
flndeth life, aud ball obtain favonr of the Lord Plain- wit 
ly noting, that diligent hearkning, which cannot be Qt 
without aſſembling, is the way to life ; therefore not k#Þ 
to be flightly looked at, As 3, 23. Every ſoul | 


that will not | 3 this Prophet, ſhall be cut off from a- 
wongſt the People, Per- 


wn > <>, wa a - - = 
— ——-—_ w - 


. tee 4 = — 8 a 
>—— _ % - —_ — > 
PR = =———c = .-> > er” tax rr _— _ - 4 27D Z =.4 —- _ 
m - WM. £ _ 
— ww v —_ x — - . -_ % . 


” A Rn RE. eye. — coo - 
——— INN 
rr by, *% 
—— — =p - 


\ 


Signs of 4 Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 7 
Perſons may tbionk ita light ching co forbear hear- 
is ing. and ah offence only to the aſſcmbly ; but God will 
count it 2 deſpiſing him, and the means he hath or- 
t dained; The { hilaren of Ephraim being armed, and 
ik carrying bows, turned backin the aay of Battel : they 
kept not Gods Covenant, but refuſed to walk in his Law: 
therefore the Lord heard this ,, and a fire was kinaled in 
bis wrath againſt Jacob ; For their hearts was not right 
With God. | | 
Let us cake heed therefore, that we refuſe not him 
#. that ſpake from Heaven ; but as we mult conſider, 
of ti chatic is a weighty duty to aſſemble, ſo it requires char 
Dot we come with all our hearts, this God calls for, and 
4 where it is wanting, performances will not be accep- 
table: The people draw nigh me with their mouths, 
IM. and homozr me with their lips but their heart « far 
from me. Iſa. 29. 13. itis Gods complaint by 7 eze- 
t mich, Fndah hath not turned to me with her whole 
beart, but fainedly; with a heart, and a heart, a 
heart as much a contrary way, as that way ; they 
were indifferent, as willing not to turn as to turn ; 
| this makes offerings to be abhorred, the contrary by 
Chriſtians muſt be made at, Fleſſed are they that ſeck 
him with their whole beart, Pſal. 119. 25. Leſs then 
the whole heart begets jzrring, prevents harmony, 
hinders the ſpiritual building. | 
| 2+ A: ſecond Remedy is to conſider, that it isnot 
: poſſible to prevent this ſpirit of indifferency, bur by 
; continuing as induſiruousto keep what ye have gained, 
as you were to get it, the prayers, the rears, the 
* fſearchings Of heart, the attentive hearing, and fre- 
quent aſſemblivgs, that you in order to your. firſt 
Eſpouſal did diligently follow, you muſt flill ho'd on 
in; that you may keep and increaſe the ſame, for the 
promiſes run in no other channel, Prov, 2, 4. If 
tho 


$8 Signs of a Dying or detayiny Chriſtiay, 

thou ſeek for wiſdom as for filver, and ſearch for it as 
for hidtreaſure : Then ſbalt thou underſtand the fear of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God, Hol. 6, 3, 
T hen ſhall ve know, if we follow on to knoWv the Lord, 
his going forth u prepared as the morning ; and be ſhall 
come tous 4s therain; the latter and former rain unto 
the earth. God will be to ſuch as follow on to know 
him in his way, as che former and latter rain is to the 
earth, which without it is dry and barren, bur being 
refreſhed therewith, proves green and fruitful, 

Now alas, perſons when once they are gotten into j 
Chriſt's Fold, think their work well nigh done , but x 
God knows it is but then begun, their Labour before © 
was but to come. into the vineyard, and there[ am gy 
ſurerchey muſt not te5d'e; they areput there to Work, ya 
co be lights co others, and ſhew forth Chriſts virtues; « 
and there God will prune them, dreſs them, water yan 
them, bur it is thac they may be fruitful, elſe they gi 
muſt be plucked up as cumberers of the ground ; do 
not therefore think your work is now neer done, for 
you are but now begun, you are now entred into the 
War ; liſted under your Captain Chriſt Jeſus, and 
muſt till death, continue fighting, ſtriving, and over- | 
coming, that at laſt you may overcome : therefore if 
youread, prayed, faſted, watched, weeped, aſſembled yn 
much before, now do it mmnch more, 2 Cor.5, we \ 
laboxr, ( or made a bufines of it ) tobe accepted of wi 
God, and faith the holy Apoſtle St Peter, wricing to july 
them which had obtained like precious faith, through |} W 
the righteouſneſs of God and Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; hy 
and had eſcaped the corruption that is inthe world } 
throuph loſt, exhorts them, to give all diligence ro |ag 
add to thiir faith, virtue, and to virtue knowledge, | 
and to knowledge temprrance, and to temperance pats- 
ence, and to patience godlineſs, and to goalineſs O_ 
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+ Siens of a Dying or decaying Chriſtians 9 
# ut ly kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs love , for if theſe 
tary things be in yon and abound, they make you neither bar- 
6.4 yeu nor wnfruit{ul : But if they lack theſe things, they 
Lirk are blind, and cannot ſee afar off, but have forgotten 
fl they was purged from their old fins, 2 Pet. 1,2. One 
*n would think char perſons that had gone thas far, asto 
knov gbtain like precious faich with Gods eleRt, and were 
tit purged from their old ſins, baving eſcaped ( or were 
deiy eſcaping ) the corruption thacis in the world chrough 
laſt, might bave well nigh done their work, yet che 
dint! holy Ghoſt here ſhews them , that now their work is 
z bil but begun ; and faith, they muſt give all diltgence ; 
Mt ſo faint Pax to the Philippians. Chap. 2. 12- My 
lan brethren, as you have alwvaies obeyed, beth in my pre- 
york, ſence, and abſence ; work ont your oivn ſalvation with 
ues; fear and trembling, from all this we may learn, 
vat! that its not being idlein Chriſts Vineyard, if ic coſt us 
thy much diligence to get in, it muſt coſt us much moze 
; @ tokey in : fol ſhall conclude this ſecond Remedy 
, fot with the holy Ghoſts counſel to the Church of the 
oth Hebrews, Chap. 6. 11, 12, And we deſire that every 
anl ove'of yow ( mark it well) doſtew che ſame diligence 
over- to the full aſſurance of hope tothe end, that you be not 
rel! Cloathful, but followers of them, who through faith 
ud and patience inherit the promiſes. 
| Thirdly, a third Remedy may: be this, that you 
edf would humbly and conſtantly endeavour to profit 
gt! ſomething in every aſſembly, make it your care to be 
wp) ſtill doing or getting good ; then you are about your 
; Cays-work, content not your ſelyes ro come together 
from day to day, and waitunder the miniſtry, going 
away without" gain , but come to the afſembly with 
ſenſibility of many things you yer want ; this will 
quicken your zeaf, ripen your expeRation, and pre. 
pare wy for God that delights to be rich in giving, to 
give you richly, You 
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You will profic little, though you want never ſo 
much, if you are little ſenſible of your wants; and 
God will give youlittle becauſe you will be but capable 
ro improve little, for wherethe ſenſe of wantis low, 
there rhe Pulſe God-ward will beat Faintly ; .and no- 
ching more doth occaſion this indifferency to aſſemble, 
then ſeeing it amount to little in the profit and advan. 
tage to perſons that are frequent in attending, it makes 
them count, better ſtay at home, than be never the 
better fortheir meeting together, al, 3.14. Yon 
have ſaid it is a vain thing to ſerve the Lord , and 
what profit us it that we have kspt his ordinances, and 
walked mournfally before the Lord of Hoſts : They 
went nor ſurely the right way to expe profit, nor 
had their eye upon right profit, but ſomething they þ 
did propoſe to themſelves in coming that they got not, 
and fo cries our, it is in yain to ſerve him ; it is even 
thus among profeſſors, Now, if they ſee meetings 
come to little, though the fault be only in themſelves, 
it tends to make them think lightly of aſſembling , 


tho ts there Among Jon, ſaith God Mal. 1.10 that | 


Would ſhut the doors for nanght, or kindle a fire on my 
Altar for naught ; he that ploweth , ploweth in hope 
and he that ſoweth, ſoweth in hope , thatis, perſons 
that do work, expe& and count upon fruit therefrom; 
they will not do it for nothing, and indeed it is but 
reaſonable, he that plants a vineyard ſhovld drink of the 
wine thereof, great layings out, preparing the heart for 
expectations of great returns, and when perſons do lay 
out,and count upon aaſwerable returns ; as they righ- 
teouſly may, God being pleaſed they ſhould, and this 
coming to paſs tends much to their encouragement. 
Objeft. But ſome may ſay,l have gone ( lonp to the 
aſſemblies,and gone on purpoſe ſenſible of many wants 
and baye counted upon to profit, ( as here you _ 
me 


Slgns of a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 11 
me): yet for all this I am ready to grow weary, for 4 
ſee it come to little, I am ſtil{ ſhallow in my under- 
Randing, and weak in my memory. SY 
- Anſw. 1 ſhall anſwer this objection two ways : 

firſt, -by praying you to enquire, whether that lictle 

hh you do know and hayelearned, you do pur into pra- 
etal aice,: What can ingage God more to teach you to 
bark know more, then walking up to what you do know ?. 
mike ;, ; ow that art named the honſe of Jacob , i the ſþi- 
verth rit of. the Lord ſtraitned, are theſe hu doings? Doth 
1 not mp w93ds do good to them that walk upztghtly 
"3 % Mica.'2. 7. ce to it, whether you. live not much: 
" ® ſhort -of what youdo know, andif you find you do, 
The as ſome ſuch defe& muſt needs be the cauſe why yau 
C, 10 2rofit ſo little, then you will ſee great reaſon God 
BU ſhould not truſt you with five Talents, ſeeing youinr: 
prove not two, CL TM 

But ſecondly, ſeeing you do profit little, 1Be-trons 
bled mnch, let it be your burthen ; while perſons in 
"9 aſſembling gain butlictle, and are bur litcle troubled; 
bling they are not like to have their condition mach mend- 
O !ie eq: To come often and-profit little, is very ſad , but 
ce tobe z»/exſible of ones wants is mulch, adder : Where« 
in bt as. on the contrary, to be in want,--and fo ſenſible of 
perl08 gnes want, that they go burthened up and down, . is 
fro; the belt'way to get remedy ; when Foſeph was in afMli- 
tisbr ion, ſome that were concerned to bear part of his 
; of tl burthen were ſo unſenfible, that God complains a- 
yrtfi gainſt them, mos 6.6. They were not prieved at the 
doln affliftson of Joſeph, they were ſo far from eaſing 
YI bim, or freeing themſelves from provoking of God 

to bring them into ſuch like trouble, that they were 
it, not fo much asgrieved; had no burthen upon them, 
(09 were [therefore fit matter to be indeed deſervedly © 
wall brought themſelves into the like condition, a moſt 
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12 Siensof a Dying or decaying (Chriftien' |\ 
remarkable and profitable example , if heeded by |#: 
by Chriſtians, we have to this yery purpoſe, in Dg- BY 
»iel that holy man, Chap. 9g. v. 2. when he under- # 
ſtands by reading, that there were a number of years b_' 
for 7ers{alemss captivity, bow was he burthened thaa # 
he might knew it, is evident, if you read but what if 
he did, v..3. 1ſt my face to ſeek, the Lord Gedby 
prayer aud ſupplication; with faſting, and ſach-clath Wy 
and aſhes, behold here a gracious pattern for Chriſti. Ws 
ans, that want co know preat things from God, Daviel ib) 
ſets his face unto the Lord, with ſuch qualifications at- WE 
tending this performance, as though Davie! would be 
content with no denial , ſo Chap, 10.2, 3. A thing M1 
was revealcd to Daniel, but the time appointed Was long , Wil 
In thoſe days, 1 Daniel was wonrning three full weeks i lip 
T teat no pleaſunt bread, neither came fleſb, nor winein 
wy month, till three Whole week, were fulfilled ; That 
ſuch manner of burthen and: trouble as this, at the 
ſenſe of ones ignorance, is not only the way to get wy 
profit, but indeed a moſt acceptable way with God, jy, 
and fo liked as to'ſpeed preſently. "2" 
. Let us fee then what is writtenin Dan, 9. 23. Ar 
the Feginning of chp-ſnpplication; ( mark that ) 
the Commanament tame forth, and 1 am tome to ſfoew || % 
thee, therefore underſtand the matter, and confider the I 
viſon, Had not Daniels Supplications, Faſting, ki 
Sack-cloth and Aſhes, proved a prevailing cauſe witli wy, 
God, to ſend an Angel to make. him underſtand , Hig 
Wherefore ſerves this thus written ? Ar the begin- hy 
ning of thy Supplication; ſoChep. 10. 12, An Ati» \r 
gel ſaid ina viſion, Fear wot Danie), toz from the firft Ui 
day that thou didſt ſet thy heart to underfland, and 
chaſtes thy ſoul before thy God, thy words wereheard, Ainy 
and | am come forth becauſe of thy words. Dorh not tay, 
all this call upon Chriſtians to do three _ q v 
irſt, 
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) Signtof « Dying or Decaying Chriftian, 13 
th - Firſt, coget a mighty ſenſe of their ignorance, 
| D4 which is the grand cauſe they do nor profic, 

» . Sccondly, <0 be greatly burthened that it is ſo with 


Ith . Thirdly, to ſet their faces towards the Lord God 
wh by prayer and ſupplication, without ceaſing, both to 
«dh be and: to abide otherwiſe : Is nat the Prophet Daniels 
«cla Writing for our learning, and to encourape us to take 
brij che fame courſe ?- God ſorely diſlikes the contrary, 
ati 1/4. 32. 9. Riſe wh ye women that areateaſe, ( not 
nsz troubled or burthened ) hear my woyce ye careleſs 
dh Dazghters, and be troubled: Thus much may ſerve to 
thy inform a willing mind, how to get from under the 

power of this Dying Sign of indifferency ro Aſſemble, 
.. and fo paſs to the ſecond. 
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tos Containing three Cauſes of wearineſs to ſpiritual Wor» 
Gal ſip, andthe principal Reaſons thereof. 
$. 4 BE RR Ree Hoe SIGN II; | | 
he W/ in. jour ſolewneft Worſhip, you are 
wi VM quickly weary without warrantable cauſe. 
ſtin It-39 poffible ro come to this paſs, at but a ſeeming 
wi Oceatign, and' perſons. create ſoaic kind of prerence 
Nadi Why. they are weary, ;. if it happen.chac at ſome. time 
zen they are not ſo-particularly and perſonally concerned, 
n 4 in- that pare of Gods Worſhip, where they are pre- 
be j/ fent ; It fo falling'our, that the macter'Godis intreat- 
4 dabaur, they are not ſo at want in, or what is preach- 
heal £d, they. to ſome conſiderable degree areinformed 
hs 12 already : This may fall out in numerous Corgrega- 


« {0ns, where different conditions, miniſters different 
Ficl R occaſions 


T4 Sens of: 4 Dying or Decayine Chriſtian: | 
occaſions as to the manner of carrying on Gods lg 
Worſhip; and chovph ar ſuch a time for a growing jj 
Chriſtian, there is no room to be weary, he being as 
well delighted occaſionally to hear, or pray over a- is 
gin what he knows, as heis to hear what he knows wilt 
not; in the: one: he takes occaſion to praiſe for what jv 
was; in the other, to praiſe for what is; yerdecli- +a 
ring perſons will in ſuch a cafe asthis, when they are ;w 
nor {0 nearly concerned, take advantage not only to be ih 
weary,bur fromhenceplead their juſtification fo to be, 4, 

- "Bur this Sign ſpeaks to perſons under a further conc mr 
ſfideration , ſuch'as in their ſolemneſt Worſhip are; i 
quickly weary in their moſt intimate, . private, Perſo- ,* 
nal,” Cloſet performances, retiredfrom company, and bl 
ſer to the moſt intimate Worſhip of God, in faſting; 
praying, ſelf-examining, and the like , yea, from a1; k 
ſenſe of mighty Need drawn to this, and yet quickly" 
weary, mult needs arpue them deep in this decay... 
and that. in- ſuch there is a very ſtrong combate; wh 7 
ſhall now gain:the field, they being a weary in their, , 
ſolemneſt Worſhip : Icis evident hence, that the ene-. hy ' 
my hath got more than ordinary adyantape , and 3 
ſtrikes now at the very Rootof rheir Relgion, aiming'# 
at" once 25 it were, 'to rake aſpeedy end; and puts ng 
ſdeb- Chriſtians; ibſtead * of -Worſhiping Faintfy,'to 
ceafe Worſhippins ar all; its: high 'rime therefore ac *Wlt 
the: firſt ſghr'vf foch declining, which in our-daysis ad 
not the (portion. of a few ; for: ſurely, [ori an 
there are in: Charches, that 'in' their ſolemneſs Woyſh q ] 
art :quickly- weary; 1 ſay again;- its bigh time that hut 
thoſe that find: the caſe thus with them, do even like 

the Nionevitesat the preachins of -J onab ; T hey-believ dy on 
ed God, proclaimed a faſt from the greareſ# to the leaſt i 
Jonah 3.5. Even-ſolet ſuch go to their knees, humble "ay 
themſelves, and cry mightily that they periſh not, | * X 
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Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtiap. 15 
A barren heart to Cloer-work, hath loſt the prin- 
ciple part of a Goſpel - Spirit , the Kings Daughters 
chiefeſt glory being within , although her Clothing 
beoof wrought gold: : Outward. ſervices demonſtrate 

our-Religion to men, it is Cloſer ſervices demonſtrate | 

' itto God : he looks not as man looks, for man looks 
* atthe outward appeararice; bur-he at the hearr : and 
indeed this is not onely a Chriſtians greateſt duty, but 
his higheſt Priviledgoe, it alone ſerting the ſeal in his 
ſpirit ro the truth of his Profeſſion ; when be can in 
ſecret appeal, and approve his heart ro God-ward, 
that though no eye belides Gods eye fee him, yet can 
" truly ſay with the: good Prophet 1/aiah 26. 8. with 
s. my ſoul have T deſired thee in the night, yea with my 
” © (pirit within me will I ſeek thee early. When Pal 
; and Silas were ſhut up in the innermoſt Priſon from 
* all- the viſible Society of Saints, they prayed and 
4; fang Praiſes unto God ; though their feet were made 
+; faſt inthe Stocks, yet now molt at liberty with their 
 Pirits, while leaſt at liberty with cheir bodies, vere- 
a fving the true Proverb, When 1 am meſt alone, then 7 
4am leaſt alone. A Chriſtian , if with God in Cloſer- 
5 work, though in- a Wilderneſs, far from any other 
: eye, hath moſt company then, and mear to eat thac 
4 Others know not of. Solemn Publick Worſhip in the 
5. Congregation of Chriſtians is an eſpecial duty , then 
ot they that fear the Lord, ſpake often one to another ; 
4 but woe will be to this if alone, that that will put a 
Crown upon the head of this, is the having the like 
frame and heart warmth in private perſonal Cloſer pers 
x tormances, he that is aStranger here, his Palace will be 
:.; a Dungeon, whilſt a Dungeon is a Palace to that ſou! 
j Tat can entertain heart-entercourſe with God in ſe- 
' ret places. Let me ask yoa Chriſtians, and bes you 

atk your hearts; Are you as often as is poſſible in Foe | 
C | me 
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16 Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriſtian, i 
lick ſolemn Worſhip, and not uſually there weary ; Fw 
but are you much oftner in Cloſet Worſhip, and there #® 
delight to be often : Can you goe burlened with ## 
trouble, powring out your ſouls to God in complaint jy## 
into your Cloſets, and come forth like Age renewed ; ob 
When and how often have you experienced that blef- ai 
ſed word 7/{aiab 40.29. He giveth power to the faint, yl 
and to themthat have no might he encreaſeth ſtrength? gg 
If this in truth be your {tate you are not under the {jlf 
power of this dying fign, O how many Profeſſors iy 
are there now in England, it is to be feared that are git 
great ſtrangers in Cloſet Worſhip, not onely in that yh 
ſolemn part of Gods ſervice, quickly weary, but are yi 
gone further back ro Egype, ſeldom or not art allin jy 
chat worſhip, letthis be matter of lamentation, for it yy 
will end in deſolation. Now the Canſes of this Decay ,qyy 
ſeem tobe theſe three, hs 
TI. Self-conceitednefs that we know enouph. thh T 
2. Luke-warmneſs in our Religion. un” 
3. Unapcneſs to perſonal Duties, which being heed- 4 


ed may ſerveas helps to remove this decay where be- | j, 
Sun, or prevent where like ro come. 


I. Seli-conceitedneſs that we know enough ; now k 
this comes to paſs either, via 
| I. Through Ignorance of what we onght ro know, wi 
or 
2. Through Careleſneſs to put into praRtice what wy 
we do know. | _—_— 
_ 7. Through ignorance of what we ought to know; 
a man may be very tall in knowledge in his own bis 
opinion, and at the ſame time a very Novice in know- wor 
leds : a large notion in the brain, and a little depth |; 
in the underſtanding, it is very evident to the expe- j® 
rience of many Chriſtians, that a great part of our 


time and ſtudy may be, and hath been ſpent in feed- 
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81g#3 of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 17 
ing upon Aſhes in geting a more remote knowledg of 
chings, while a more perſonal eſſential knowledg hath 
not been our {tady. Now this is a grand Engine of the 
Devil to teach vs to fill up all the ſpaces of our time 
with matters leſs material, and to ſtudy all the Mathe- 


*. maticks, and be able to givean account of the nature 
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and vertue of many Vegetables, while a ſtranger to the 
chief parc of knowledg , VNoſce teipſunms, or know thy 
ſelf. Alas what will it avail us tobe able to tell all the 
diſeaſes of our Neighbours body, and cannot tell one 
diſeaſe of our own heart : what book can we better 
ſtudy than the BOOK OF SELF, there we may 
read all our natural frailties, and all our ſinful defor- 
micies; yea, know by this ſtudy, how often we have 
been fick in Perſon, and how much oftener ſick 1a aft;- 
ox - What more hard than to know our ſelves, and 
what more eaſfie than to deceive our ſelves : Did we 
but ſtudy the frailty of our lives, and the frailties of 
our manners at beſt whilſt we live, we ſhould live 
mach more like thoſe that know their foundation is 
in the Dzf, at .their beſt ſtate altogether Yarnity , 


. their life but a ſpan, a Weavers ſhuttle, a hands 


breadth, a vapour, a nothing, till the ReſutreRion. 
Now ignorance in theſe chief concerns makes us fo 


ſoon weary in our moſt ſolemn Worſhip, we little 


conſider to day at Prayer, to morrow at the Grave 
1gnorance of our frail ſtate makes us little prepare for 
our immortal ſtate, Did the Daughters of Son, 1ſaiah 
3.16, thatare haughty, and walk with ftretched-out 
hecks; afid wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they 
goe, and making a tinkling with their feer, but ſta- 
dy felf knowledg, that they carry up and down with 
them (even while they walk with ſtretched-ont necks 
and wanton eyes) four Sinks or Channels to cleanfe 
nature by 5 and a ſtop to any of theſe Channels would 

: 2 quickly 


13 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 
quickly prove deſtruction unto them. Where would 
upon ſuch ſelf- knowledg any room be for this pride : 
O Chriſtians be leſs ſtudious in the knowledg of what 
will little avail in the great Day : Study ; ſtudy while 
it is called to day the krnowledg of what you ought to: 
know, 

But ſecondly this. Self-conceitedneſs comes through 
a negligent careleſneſs to put into praRtice what we do 
know. Perſons are very apt to complain of their ip- 
norance of plain duties, yea as though they were 
Holden and hindred from the knowledg of them , 
though the promiſe is full, then ſhall ye know if ye 
follow on to know the Lord : his going forth is prepared 
for ſuch as the bright beams of the Sun-ſhine in the 
Morning : If thow crieſt after knowledg , and lifteſs up 
thy voice for underſtanding , if thou ſeckeſt her as ſilver, 
end ſearcheſt for her as for hid treaſure , then ſhalt thou 
#nderſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God, Prov.2.3,4,5. Here is a double defe&, we are 
not as laborious for knowledge as for ſilver, for which 
©1in we will riſe up-early, and goe to bed late, and ear 
the bread of painfulneſs. Neither do we make it our 
chief care, to be {till as we gainin knowledg, putting 
It into praRice the way to make profitable diſpatch of 
buſineſs is to end one before we begin another, re- 
membring this true Proverb, The Way to know more i: 
' to dothat weknow ;, thou oughtelt therefore to have put 
my money to the Exchangers, and then at my coming 
I might have received my own wich advantage. 


But I ſhall proceed with a ſecond cauſe of this + y 


decay , namely this ,..A luke-warmneſs in Religion. 
Liatis fo indifferent to ſolemn Worſhip, that we care 
not whether we go forward or backward. When 
perſons are come to this paſs Goſpel-work hath little 
Authority viith them, they are eafily carried another 


Ways 
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way ; A ſhower of rain, an aking head, a faint fir, 3 
cold froſty morning, and twenty ſuch trifling occaſi” 
ons will appear ground enough to damp our deyot.” 
on. Many Chriſtians now adayes are too too ready 
to fulfil the complaint of old. ' Ephraim is like a lilly 
Dove without a hearr.. A work to do, but no heart 
rodo it. A man without heart is like a Cupboard with- 
out meat. It is no ſatisfaRtion to hunger to ſee-an.em- 
ty Table, This Luke-wartn ſpirit is deſperately threat- 
ned in Scripture,” Rev. 3. 15.16. 7 know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot ; I Wonld that thou 
Wert either 6old or hot, ſo then becauſe thou art lukewarm 
1 will ſpue thee out of my month .- ED BET, 

Thirdly, a third Cauſe of this decay, is unaptneſs 
to perſonal duties; every Profeſſor in order to' his 
growing , hath perſonal duties conſtantly to carry a- 
bout with him, -aptneſs wherein firs him for publick 
imployment; - but the contrary makes him unhandy 
or unskilful inthe word of righteouſneſs; as children 
by vertuous education; or the unexpert Souldier by 
frequent diſcipline, are both made - ready for man- 
likera Ctions , even ſo, aptneſs in prrſonal duties, as 
Family and Cloſet Prayer, Family and Cloſet Reading, 
a careful Exercife, and execution of thoſe choice and 
nearly concerned duties, with the addition of fre- 
quent faſtings, watchings, hamblings, patience. meekneſs, 
temperance, zeal, fear, love, giving all diligence ,, torif 
theſe things be in you and abound, - they make: you 
that you ſhall be neither barren nor unfraitful in che 

ts knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but he tha lack- 
eththeſe things is blind, and cannot ſee afar off : ſo 
brinfly I paſs to the third ſign of decay in Godli- 
neſs. 


CZ ___ CHAP: 
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CHAP. 1IIN! 


Briefly ſhewing the Reaſon of Wearineſs to hear any Trach | | 


. often, with three Canſes of this Decay. . 
- SIGN 11L. .. 


He# you care not to bear one matter of- 
ter, thongh both eſſen tial and a ſuitable 
.. By Often here, I would not be underſtood ſo, as 
that thoſe that preach ſhould day after day when they 
aſſemble withouc intermiſſion, preach the very ſame 
thing word for word to their hearers, for indeed this 
may give juſt occaſion of burthen to the hearer ; there- 
fore ſuch preaching. up one truth. in reſpe& of the 
ſeaſon muſt ſurely be ſo obſerved, as to leave room 
for the making known other truths ofi equal neceſlity 
tobe believed , therefore let the: conſiderate Reader 
in this caſe conſtrue my words, as he upon another 
cafe judgeth he ought to conſtrue the holy Apoſtles 
words, Often, 1 Cor. 11. 26. As often as you eat this 
bread; Often here doth not in; the leaſt intend, that 
not at all perſons þe in this ſervice; neither doth ir 
ſarely intend , that they do it every time they meet 
rogether , hut ſo do itas ir have its ſeaſon of being 
adminiſtred, and fuch ſeaſon as may not extinguiſh, 
or leave no room for the adminiſtration of other. Or- 
dinances , ſo that by Oftex I would be underſtood, fo 
irequent a preaching, the ſame Truth already known 
.and believed, as ſtands with the wiſdom and judgment 
of perſons, that by God are entruſted to preach : with 
this alwayes premiſed , that as they fee a poſſibility 


ef any truth loſing its proper force inthe memory and | 


heart, 
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heart, through want of repetition, And when fuit- 
able truth upon this very ſfeore is over and over 

reached, and meets with fach ſpirits as care not to 
Re it, that are mindleſs, careleſs and difpleaſed ; 
this beſpeaks ſuch to be of the dying hand, forindeed, 
ſach carriages withſtand Gods ordinary method , 
which he frequently uſeth in Scripture to his own 
people incovenant with him ; for two great ends, the 
' one is, that they may remember it; the other is, that 
they may ao i. 

Is not one £reat end of many inſtitutions impoſed 
on Iſrael of old, and they found according to com-— 
mandment in the fame hevdees yearly, leſt they 


fax ſhould forget what God would have them remember 2 


and when they are pleaſed to chooſe them a King, it 
is Gods expreſs charge , when he, ſitteth upon the 
Throne of his Kingdom , that he ſhall write him 2 
Copy of the Law, and read therein all the dayes of his 


eſſ life; that he may learn to Keep Gods word. The fate- 


ty of this to the ſame people, that have already be- 
lived is plainly expreſſed, and faultineſs in them that 
care not to hear ir, plainly implyed; and one of the 
great ends I have noted, is alſo afligned in x Cor. 15. 
I, 2, Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the Goſpet 
Which preached unto you, which alſo you have received, 
and wherein you ftand , by which alſo you are ſaved, if 
you keep in memory what I preached unto you, unleſs you 
have believed in vain, I hen he goeth on and ſheweth 

to them , Principles 
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 yived and performed, plainly putting us in mind how 


22 Sipns of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 
this very Scripture reprove ſuch as care not to hear a 
ſaitable truth often? charging them with faultineſs in 
forgetting : that of all truth at beſt. they know but in 
part; and thatby hearing oneand the fame truth a- 
ain and again, a man may '2e ſome excellency further 


than yet he ever ſaw : experience will witneſs this to 


the'conſiderate, Fſal. 3: beginning. 

- Now t!:is defect ſeems ro ariſe from ſome wrong 
judgment or apprehenſions, that ſuch perſons have of 
themſelves; they are notionally conceited of ſome 
large reach they haye in the knowledp of thoſe very 
things they care not to hear; and this defeR in them 
is occaſioned-through want of humble dependance up- 
on God, and ſenſible feeling the Spirit of that word; 
All my fprings are in thee,” Pſal. 87. 1afF. Let any that 
find the caſe thus with them be intreated to be reſtleſs 
inthemſelyes (not quiet or content) but pray earneſt- 
ſy to God, that he would both heal them from this 
fout diſtemper, and alſo forgive them for this great 
evil, of etitertaining, or giving way to burden at heat- 
ingagain. that that grace hath taught them to know 


already. This was that good Shepherd St: Peters great 


care, 2 Pet. 1,12. 13,15. Wherefore ] will: not be negli- 
gent to pat you alwayes in remembrance of theſe things, 
though you know them , and be eſt abliſhed in the preſent 
truth ; yea, I think it meet, as long as £ am in this T a- 
bernacle, to flir you up by putting you in remembrance ; 


Phlainly implying that withour a frequent repetition of 
the ſame trurhs, it was very eaſie not onely to loſe 


the remembrance of them, bur the. ſpirlt of them alſo. 
It was Gods method and expreſs charge to Zefes, that 


he thould keep the memorial of the Paſſover from 
_'yearto year in its continued ſeaſon, ſuch a year, ſuch 


a moneth, ſuch a day muſt the ſame Inſtitution be re- 


aſk 
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eiti apt we are to loſe the trac remembrance and reliſh 
fin of an eſſentiall truth, How often Chriſtian hath thy 
dutit heart been ſo warmed at the hearing of ſome truth, 
the as to ſay with the two Diſciples, Did mot onr hearts 
rther Jars Within us whileſk he talked with us, and opened to 
NS to vs the Scriptures ? While the Miniſter hath been 

preaching hath not thy heart been burning, and thy 

TON mouth ready to ſay with Ifrae/, All that the Lord 
we of commands ns we will do, and whether he ſends us we will 
ſome go! andyet the next aflault by che want of bread or 
very water haſt thou not alſo with 7/-ae/ cried, 77/herefore 
them hath the Lord brought us bither to die in this wilderneſs ? 
e Up- world to God we had died in Egypt, where we had bread 
7ord; to rhe full. How often do we behold ſpeRtacles of 
y tha mortality carrying to their long homes , and though 
ſtleb this is our bigh concern to lay it to heart, yet d6 we 
-nel- put the remembrance of them into the grave with 
1 thi them ? 

Gre How often do we pray, watch, faſt, or weep the 
heaf- more, to behold the Meſſenger of death come ſo near 
Know our door? doth not rather the ofren repetition of 
great this practical, and the other preceptive repetition of 
#71 Gods Council turn to ſurfer or loathing ar leaſt to a 

"7, leflening the very ſpiritual ſenſe and life that truly 

ſen lodgin the veins of thoſe great inſtitutions. Now the 

'T« Cauſes of this decay, which being duly heeded, may 
ance; Terve as remedies for recovery are theſe. 
2nd Firſt Decay in the ſpiritual appetite. . | 
5 lot * Secondly Ignorance of the great end of all Inſtitu- 
q alſo, tions; DE EEaE 
\tha Thirdly, want of Spiritual digeſture. 
from Firſt, Decay in the ſpiritual appetite, When whol- 

ſuch ſome food is become loathſome, the fault is not in 
gere- Memeat, but in the man , ſuch a perſon wants phyfick ; 
how The fall fonl (faith Solomon) fothrs the hiney-comb, but 


aſl #6 


LF 
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24 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtiau. \ iS 
to the hungry every bitter thing is ſweet, The ſtomich | 90, 
may be full under a double conſideration ; Firſt from [yo 
a real ſupply of food, this is both pleaſant and profi- | 
table buſineſs. To be hungry is a mercy, and to have |j 
a ſupply to ſtay or ſatisfie this hunger is a double mer. | g6v 
cy. But ſecondly , a Stomach may be full and yer emp- |y 
ty, meat enough but no appetite to it, through ſome |y 
decay or defe& inthe ſtomach, We ſee this in many 
perſons, that may have what heart can wiſh, but de- | 
fire faileth in them to their dainty diſhes, now loaths |; 
ing what once they loved. We conclude when in this | 
nacurai kind appetite faileth, a Coaſamption ap. 
proacheth, and without ſpeedy remedy will end in |ebt 
diſſolution, Ir is counted in common leſs miſery to jylCwis 
want meat thin to want appetite. Now when we have heten. 
an eſfential and ſuitable Truth, and our ear itch to be fern 
gone, it isan evident ſign of f(ickneſs at hearc. And fwd in 
this may be, and yet the perſon very unſenlible of it. kan 
T hou fayeſt 1 am rich and encreaſed with goods, and nity 
have need of nothing, and knyweſt not that thou art poor, bp and( 
miſerable , wretched , blind, aud naked, Rev. 3. 17. ger 
Here is a dreadful deep decay, bur fo far are they | ,, xt 
from feeling it, that they fay they are rich and have hoe 
need of nothing. O Chriſtians, woe be to us if once ſyfui 
we are full; let us look to our ſpiritual appetite, daily ſn 
hunger is a ſign of daily health. My ſoul thirſteth for nergt 
God as the Hart thirſteth for the water brooks ; it was rerſor 
oy 
[ated 


THLOTTIS 


thus with David, the more. he drank, the more he 
was athirſt ; the deeper the ſweeter is the fountain of 
God : 2at. 5.6. Bleſſed are ye that hanger and thirſ, | of 
for ye ſhall be filled. | Ih 
2, A ſecond Caule of this decay may be this igno- | wh 
rance of the great end of all Inſtitutions ; no ſervice | yp, 
of God but is ſpecial and appointed for ſpecial ends, Merge 
and is profitable in the Uſe of itfor Dofrine, for Re "ay 
| es — 
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it oroof, for CorreHion, for Inſtrufion in righteouſneſs, 
fro, ro this noble end, thattheman of God may be per- 
Prod fe&, throughly furniſhed to all good works, Every 
by ſervice for God will be burthenſome, if we are igno- 
ms rant of the great end of that ſervice ; we ſhould ne- 
ol} yer g0 to hear Gods Word, but ſhould carry along 
Lon yyith us knowleds of the two great ends of that Inſti- 
mat ention , his own Hoxour, and our Eternal Good : 
ut@ chis will be like a large Mornings walk by a pleaſant 
loa river ſide, it will cauſe an apetite to wholſome food 
in th with David, to ſay my foul longeth for God. The 
nN 4 leaſt Nail in Gods Temple hath its meaning, and did 
nd i we ſtudy the meaning of all Appointments, we ſhould 
ry i with C#rizs thirſt long for the time of Gods unfold. 
ba ing them. The worth of a Precepe where men periſh 
110d for want of counſel is beſt known, the ſweer that is 
A Jodged in every Promiſe is onaly underſtood by the 
Ot needy ſoul : andthe advan:age that may be gathered 
by a Threatning is beſt known to ſuch, as carry daily 
up and down with them the feeling ſenſe and weight 
; of eternal miſcar ing 

3. Athird Cauſe this Decay, is want of Spiritu- 
| al Digeſture : Cultomary Meals are a great burden to 

oft the ſoul that bath an ill Digeſture ; it is a certain 
ſymprome of a foul ſtomach, when the food reſts and 
corrupts there, not turning to uſual nouriſhment ſuch 
perſons are liſtleſs, dull, heavy, and ſlow of motion, 
running towards an apparentdecay, which is demon- 
ſtrated by their thin viſage, faint ſpirit, feeble knees, 
5p and trembling joynts, hollow eyes, inward ſpeech. 
No Mother can look upon her Son in this caſe, but 
with deep lamentation, and utmoſt diligence to ob- 
tain remedy, with a feeling ſenſe of that fatal conſe- 
quence that will attend fo fad a diſeaſe, crying out, 
| Except ſpeedy releaſe God will write me childleſs. _ 
: OW 


26 Signs of a Dying or Decaying. Chrikzan. 'd 
Now there is in the natural Body truly diſtinguiſhed | 
two' kinds of Digeſtures, both undue, yer both very 
applicatory to the work in hand, one is when the if 
food digeſts ſo eaſily, that ic hath not turned to nou. | 
riſhment, the Cud cheweth not , it paſſed through in F 
in the fame nature and kind as 1t was received in, not 
remaining in the ſtomach a due time for ſpace to 
turn to nouriſhment. Another is, when it lieth too | 
fong, and ſo corrupts in the ſtomach, theſe are true | 
Emblems of an ill ſpiritual digeſture, when the word | 
heard goes as it comes, takes not root downwards, nor 
bringeth fruir upwards, or elſe it is received, and ſtays 
eth undigeſted into a ſuitable practice, not anſwering |" 
the end for which it was ſent : It bringeth forth, but FF" 
it is briars and thorns, envying and {trife ; one of 
Paal, and another of Apollp, another of Sephas, and 
another of Chriſt - the word is heard by all, but not 

rightly digeſted by many, | 


-- = 


; CHAP. IV. 


Briefly ſhewing how want of humility and charity in hea+ 
rers, cauſeth them diſlike what is preached. 


CERAX.” Rp num —- 


SIGN IV. 


WW few Sermons will pleaſe you, either 

| you like not Matter , or Manner, or 

Man, or Flace, bs 
When Perſons come to this decay, that they not | 
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tn, Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 23 
viſy matter ;, or eMe- diſlike the manner, or elſe the man, 
| ye or the place; and wherever this is found in perſon or 
n_{ perfons, without juſt occaſion given them, ſuch cer» 
» ng Tainly cannot ſtand long in their Profeflion , without 
nphj penitent reformation. 
\n Letbur hearers, when they come to Sermons, leave 
ace; Charity behind them, how eaſily may they ditturb 
q themſelyes and others in one of theſe caſes; As for 
> tn Matter, will they notreply, it it ſuch 2s I know alrea- 
wa dy as well as the Miniſter can tell me; otherwiſe it 
s, x is but poor weak ordinary matter : andas to the man- 
{ ſq ner, will they not reply, either he ſpeaks too high, 
reriy Or tOO loud, that they like not, or, xn their account 
h, þ ot high enough, roo low that they like not ; other- 
nes Wiſe in their account, too faſt or too ſlow, andall this 
+ a they like not, 
ara Now as to the man, this being firſt premiſed, he is 
one that hath ordinary approbation and ſeal from Hea- 
ven to his Miniſtry , in the bringing through grace 
ſinners to converſion; why as to ſuch a man, they diſ- 
like him, and manifeſt their diſlike ; yet being asked 
can give no reaſon, nay it is probable to ſay truly, 
_ they cannot tell why they diſlike him, but yer they 
jw" do, they are not free to hear ſucha man. Is not this 
a lilly weakneſs got among ſome Profeſſors, the good 
Lord undeceive and humble ſuch : ſurely it's poſfible 
for ſome to ſhew diſlike in ſome, or all theſe caſes, and 
ith as little cauſe for it, as Corah and his Company, had to 
, | diſlike as they did, Afoſes and Aaron, Numb. 16. 3. 
T hey gathered themſelves regether againſt Moſes, and 4- 
y 0 gainſt Aarcn, and ſaid to them, ye take too much apen 
© fg 19%, ſeeing all the Congregation is holy, every one of them ; 
yy 424 the Lord is among them, wherefore then lift ye «:p 
Bert Jr [elves above the the Congregation of the Lord. How 
| o cauſeleſs this carriage was from Cerah, Dathan, and 
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23 . Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, |\ * 
Abiram, with two hundred and fifty Princes, the Lord 
from Heaven in a way not common diſcovers , they | Ws 
that die , die not the common death of all men, ag 
that Chapter fully ſhews, ſo heihous was their ſinin ® 
Gods account, ro murmur againſt his ſervants with: 
out a cauſe : And isit then a new thing, that ſuch be 
in Churches now under this decaying fign, of diſliking one 
matter, manner, or man? was not this very ſpirit got | rot 
Into the Corinth Church, and bold even to ſhew is | 
ſelf againſt the holy man St. Paxl, that had begotren |! 
them to the faith, 2 Epiſt. 10. For his Letters, ſay they, |® 
are weighty and powerful, but his bodily preſence weak; |Þ 
und his ſpeech contewptible. Here they were not ſparing | 
to vent themſelyes; the ſmall caufe they had, yea id 
the unreaſonableneſs of that their diſlike, ler the con- keed 
fiderate judge, whoſe conſcience is not aſleep. Apain 
In 1 Cor. 4, ſuch alike ſpirit diſcovers it ſelf, after ſg | Kit 
ungracious a rate, as that Wiſe-man's reply will evi | a the 
dence, in ver/e 3. But with the it is a very ſmall thing, al 4 
that T ſhould be judged of yohu; br mans judgment ; they | 
account the Apoſtles fools, themſeives wiſe , the |W i 
Apoſtles weak, themſelves ſtrong ; by all this, witk- |rC 
out adding what Scriptures more might be added, it | tee 
is very evident, if we will take the holy Spirits teſti- | Wt 
mony, that ſaueh perſons under this very ſign were in bs: 
the Apoſtles dayes; and doth not alſo the teſtimony dt 
ofa good conſcience fay, there are ſuch even iow ? | fit 
It is very poſtible for ſome tempers to find fault, | Ml 
or pick as it were a quarrel at one thing or another in | Wa 
the Ordinance of Preaching even as it were to create | Ws 
occaſion, There is a difeafe attends ſome perſons. Old 
that will not be pleaſed , it is next to impoſlible to @. « 
Sratifie them to content ; neither Barnabas not Bong | ty 
gis will ſatisfie, This Sign takes notice of four Com: | fry 
plaints. Here is a hand of Divine Providence ys | &.46 
ons; |: 
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L one; Defigns good in its fall where it reſteth, the 
\ & handis not diſcerned, nor regarded, namely the end 
nn, wherefore the ſtone is thrown, but by and by like the 


r in 


thorney ground, Hearers, offence is taken, and ſeyeral 


3 m complaints are brought in againſt the fone, but no re- 
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ard is till had to the hand that threw the ſtone , 
one Complaint is, the Matter is not liked, it is ſonie 
truth they know already, their ears itch at this, and 
they want ſome Novelty. This is truly emblem'd 


200 in wanton Children, who are fo full fed they know 


not what to eat, but are ready to' nauceate thoſe 


; Dainties that their poor Neighbours Children would 


leapat the remnants of, This Diſeaſe in the fpirituzl 
and natural Body is a fore-runner both of a Famin of 


|; Bread, and of the hearing the Word of God. Ano- 


ther Complaint is againſt the manner of delivery ; 
we are g$0t ſo far perhaps that we will not take offence 
at the matter, but the manner ; ſomething is to be 
faid againſt that, it was not diſhed up in ſuch a 
Dreſs, with ſuch a Voice and Preſence as liked this 
full ſtomach : thus the Manner is quarrelled at. Ano- 
ther Complaint is againſt the Man; you like perhaps 
the Matter and Manner, but it is ſuch a Man, for 
whom you have little cberity, and as little cauſe per- 
haps : but ſo itis you like not the Man, all this while 
the Devil's Trade goes on, ifhe can bring you to quar- 
relat Matter, Manner, Man, or Place, fo you loſe the 
profit he gains his End, and God loſeth his Honour: 
Profeſſors look to your hearts here, and lay afide thefe 
excuſes. or quit your Profeſſion , examine if you live 
up to that mean Matter you account you heard this 
day; examine if the Manner will ſtand in Gods fight, 
tor you to contend againſt to your own loſs, And 
forthe Man, examine in your own fſpiric, whoſe Ox 
or Af: bath he tiken, while 3g 15 robbing perhajs 

or good ol poo Br himieit 


20 Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriſtian? 
himſelf and his to do you ſervice for this requital; |g 
Give Chriſt Jeſus leave to ſpeak here a concluding |4 3 
word, att. 11.16,17, 18, 19. But wherexnto ſoall [uh 
Then this Generation, "tis like unto Children ſitting in | 
the Market, and calling to their fellows, ſaying, we bave 
piped unto you, and you have net danced ; we have mourn | , 
ned to you, and ye have not lamented. For John came | 
neither eating nor drinking, and they ſay he hath a Devil, inp 
the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and ye ſay, 
behold a man gluttonous, 4 wine-bibber, a friend of Pub. 
licans and ſinners ; but let me tell you this, that wiſdem | 

3s juſtified of her Children. = 
Object, What Cauſes may be aſſigned for this De« juth 
caye — . ui 

Anſ. Theſe two, | 

Firſt, Want of Humility. 

Secondly, Want of Charity. 

Firſt, Want of Humility. The humble Soul where 
ever he comes he is ſo debaſed at his own worthlef h 
neſs and undone ſtate, that the meaneſt morſel, if þ 
really bread, is mercy to him, he can feed heartily kdink 
upon pulſe, and look fair with it, and is thankful, find je 
ing matter for praiſe, and none for repining, bis bu ſþ 
miliation leads him to contentedneſs, and hjs con- 
tentedneſs to thankfulneſs; the lower he lies, the by þ 
more he thrives, It is a famous Inſtance which Do- þ 
ctor Taylor gives us of the Duke of Conde. I have jy 
read (faith he) that when the Dake of Coxde had en- wh 
tred voluntarily into the incommodities of a Religious 
Poyerty, be was one day eſpicd, and pitied by aLord |ke 
of 7taly, who out of tenderneſs wiſhed him to be Wk 
more careful and nutritive of his perſon. The good . 
Duke anſwered, Sir, be not troubled; and think not | 
that I am ill provided of conveniencies ; for I ſendan h 
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211, Sts of 4 Dyzng or -Decaying Chriſtia#, 3T 
ui every night, and takes care that I be royally entertain- 
cul ed. The Lord asked him, who was bis Harbinger, he 
th anſwered, The knowledge of my elf, o_ the conſ1- 
tim; deration of what Ideſerve for my firis, which is etet- 
yebe nal torment; and when with this knowledg I arrive 
mm at my lodging, how unprovided ſoeyer I find it, me 
” ca thinks it is ever better than I. deſerve, Oh | ler us 
Deni- alwayes remember, allis well on this (ide hell. 
J*/« But ſecondly, Want of Charity, It is a true Pro- 
of Pu yerb, Love maketh the Law reafir., What Sermon, or 
%//k Perſon,. or Place-may not a man find occaſion to quar- 
. rel at, if he comes to it without charity, Charity, 
bis faith the bleſſed = bears all things, its Contrary 
| bearsnothing,; Charity covereth a multitude of fins, 
irs Contrary multiplies aggravations of ſins ; Charity 
thinketh no ill, irs Contrary thinketh nothing elſe but 
ill; Charity puts the beſt interpretation upon all ati- 
whe ons, its contrary puts the worlt : nothing liker God, 
ortii than Charity, for God islove ; nothing liker the De- 
rſe, i vilthanics Contrary ; Love wrotght with God, when 
heari we deſerved no pity, to ſend his dear Son full of piry ; 
ul, fn Jove to our miſery made him toſe his life to fave ours; 
bisk When I fawthee in thy blood to the loathing of thy 
1s cu perſon, I ſaid unto thee, live ; that time was chetime 
es, & Of love, Ezekiel 16. He Was wounded for onr tranſ- 
ch Dv greſſions, bruiſed for our iniquities, the chaſftiſement of 
1 hn owr peace was laid upon him , that with his ſtripes we 
nad & 5ght be healed, Iſaiah 5.3. Chriſtians, would you ger 
eligin from under this decay ; Dotli few Setmons either as to 
aL Matter, Manner,or Man, pleaſe you, get into the ſpirit 
\ to k Of love, that will give grains of allowance , chat will 
goo Put the beſt conſtruRtion upon every ation, when 
nk mo Preaching, Hearing, Contention ceaſeth, yea when 
ſentutbeſe glorious lights of Faith and Hope hath done ſhi- 
dging ng,then will tove be in its greateſt luſtre, r Cor.13-1 3 
even . D CHAP. 
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CHAP, V. 


Containing five Canſes of deceitful thinking we know e- 
nough ; with four marks to know when we are nnder 
that deceit. 


SIGN V. 


1 Fr you think, you know encugh. 
The greatneſs of this defeR, and the dan- 
ger of it maybe ſeen, if ſomething be premiſed and 
conſidered. When you think you know enough ; that |; 
is, you are prown fo tall in the knowledge of God, |. 
and the Ordinances of his Houſe, the way to his King. |, 
dom; the '{trangth of your adverſaries, the Fleſh, 
World, and Devil, and the plague of your own heart, | ;: 
for all chis mult be premiſed, as being in ſuch perſons | 
as think they know enough , if their thoughts be not 
ron deceit, and then what need of Hearing or Af. þ.._ 
embling, or crying after knowleds, or lifting up the |; 
yoice for underſtanding ? Is not this groſs deceit 
grown ſomewhat common, but of dangerous tenden- 
cy, tO knock both heart and hand from off the means 
God hath ordained to ercreaſe and ſanftifie knows |y, 
ledge? Is nor luch a conceit the road way to Atheiſm? |, 
Were it not gotten among ſome fleepy Chriſtians in 
the, Apoſiles time ? Doth not chat ſaying, 1 Cor.$. 2,3. 


directly aim ar ſuch? Jf avy man think that he knoweth , 

any thing , he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know, 1" 
But if any man love God, the ſame is kyoWn of bim: || 
As much as if che Apoſtle ſhould ſay, you think you |, 
know much, truly if you know ſo much as that you | \- 
love God,you are known of him ; and if you know this, | |" 
you know what you can know in this life ; but if you |"; 

| know not this, you know nothing yer as you ought to \ " 

| know, | 
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Signs of 4 Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 23 
know, whatever you think of your ſelves: and there- 
fore look to it. that you loye God, and dwell nor a- 
bout this or that tall conceit of yout knowledpe ; but 
if you or any man love him, the ſame is known of 
him : And this I ſhall humbly add, if any man love 
God, the ſame hath learned to think ſoberly or mean- 
ly of himſelf. > 

But the danger of this appears fyrther, if we con- 
ſider, that ſome for being under this dying Sign, 
were about to be ſpewed our of Gods mouth, Revel. 
3. 17. Becauſe thin ſazeſt, I am rich, and encreaſed 
with goods, and bave need of nothing , (yet art ſo igno= 
rant) or knoweſt not that thou art wretched , miſerable, 

r, blind, and naked, How doth the holy ſpirit illu- 

re tO us the miſerable eſtate ofthis People, under 
this dying Sign ? wretched, one would think that e- 
nouph ; yet he adds 2ſerable, and that is not enough 
co ſetit out, butthey are Poor, Blind, and Naked ; 


in a'word, they are quite the contrary to what they 
think of themſelves , and what is in growing Chri« 


ſtians, 

It is a true CbaraRer of a gracious growing Soul, 

| he never thinks he knows enough of the deceitfulneſs 
of his own heart ,, the other knowledge it is that com- 
erh under this dying Sign. This know'edg encreaſeth 
bemility , the other encreaſeth pride * *Tis certain 
that perſons under this conceit that they know e- 
nough do little ſtudy their ows heart, which is deceirfal 
above all things and deſperately wicked, who can know it. 

I the Lord ſearch the hearr, plainly implying, that when 

we have ſtudied all our dayes. the knowledg of our 
that! Hearts, we ſhall ſtill be bur Children in that know- 
#V ledg. Ir isone of the Lords Prerogatives, both to 
know the heart and ſeatch ir. Therefore when God 
had ſaid the heart is deceitful aboye all things , vho 

D 3 can 
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34 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 
can know it, he gives this Refolution, No mortal man 
can, / the Lord ſearchit, Chriſtians may very truly dif- 
cern the difference between ſpiritual and carnal know- l 
ledg,the Pulſe of the one beating ſtrongly to a large at- [li 
cainment in k»owledge for knowledge (ake, the other as 
diligent to increaſe in knowledge tor praQiſe ſake , the 
one che more he kzows himſelf, the more he /oaths 
himſelf , the other the more he kzows himſelf, the 
more he falls i» /ove with himſelf; Ah Chriſtians, if 
we know God in his greatneſs, ſo as to fearhim, and 
in his goodneſs ſo far as to /5ve him, and in his mercy 
ſo muchas to be rhankfal, and in his juſtice ſo much 
as to be hxmble, this will lead us into the ſtudy of 
our ſelf ro char degree of ſelf-acknowledgment with 
good David, Pſalms 119,120, Aly fleſs trembleth for 
fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy Fudgments. 

Now I ſhall with Gods help ſhew ſome cauſes of 
this Deceir ; you may think you know enough. | 
Firſt, when you meaſure what you know by your | 
own eyes or light, youdo think fo, not meaſuring | 
what you know by the Rule of Knowledge, the Word 
of God, 1 Cor 10. 12. For we dare not make our ſelves 
of the number , or compare our ſelves with ſome that 
commend themſelvis ,, but they meaſuring themſelves 
with themſelves, by comparing themſelves among them- 
ſelves, are not Wiſe, Prov. 30 12. Theres a generation 
that are pure in their ewn eyes, yet net waſhed from their 
fulthineſs- 

| By theſe Texts you may ſee what miſerable judg- 
ment men will make of things, when chey walk by the 
light of their own eyes, contrary to God's expreſs 
charge, Deat- 12. 8. You ſhall net do after all things wt 
de here this day, every man What is right in his own eyes- h, 

Secondly, Another Cauſe may be this, when .you | 


meaſure what you know by what once youdid know, 
| not - 
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Sians of « Dying or Decaying Chriſtians 35 
not conſidering :that further knowledg forceth further 
lighe, and calls for proportionable praQtiſe : Wher 7 
was a Child, 1 ſpake as a child, I underſtood as a child ; 
but when 1 became a man I put away chilaiſh things, 

Thirdly, When -you meaſure what you know, by 
ſeeing others that profeſs they know, do as they do, 
Tit. 1. 16, They profeſs they know God, but in works they 
' deny him. Ocher mens aQions muſt no further bea rule 

for us, notwithſtanding their knowleds, then as their a- 
Rions accord with Gods Word,the rule of knowledg. 

Fourthly, When you meaſure what you know, 'by 
what you are diſpoſed to practice, or do; men pick 
and chooſe what Commands they will obſerve, and 
how to obſervethem, in our dayes : Some Commands 
ſuit more with the nature and diſpoſition of perſons 
than other Commands do ; they that cannot endure 
Drankenneſs, can give way to paſſion ; they that can- 
not endure Uncleanneſs, can give way to Covetouſneſs ; 
but as the victory is glorions when gotten over, 
what was moſt difficult, ſo meaſuring/ what we 
know, not by what we are diſpoſed to doe; but 
what God commands usto doe is the trueſt way or 
rule to meaſure by; for che carnal man will make the 
Law of Nations his guide , the moral man the Teh 
Commandments his guide, the Antichriſtian man the 
falſe Spirit his gaide , and all meaſure themſelves by 
their guide : but the undeceived Chriſtian man makes 
Gods Word his guide, and meaſures what he knows, 
by his walking like that, To the Law and to the Tefti- 
mn), if they ſpeak. not according to this Word, 'tis be- 
cauſe there is no light in them, 1fa. 8. 20. oe 


Fifchly, When you meaſure not what you know, 
by whatGod in his Word calls you perfonally to do , 
when thoſe eſpecial Commands thar lie upon you; 
as Huband to Wife, wife to Hnusband, Father to Child, 

D 3 Child 


36 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, ” 
Child to Father, Maſter to Servant, Servant to Ma: xk 
fer, are left undone, or fo lamely done , that they 
are full of cracks and flaws; the Religion of ſuch ww» 
vain, and contrary compariſons to this, as vain and 8 
deceitful. This was the evil of the Scribes and Phari- -.,;W# 
ſees, they minded Annis and Cammin, but neglefted gl 
judgment, mercy, and faith, the weightier matters of the 

Law. : all doings are ſhews without ſubſtance, while *'. 

the weighticr matters are left undone, Zames 1.26, 

If any man ſeem to b: religions, and bridleth not his tongue, 

be deceives his own heart ,, thu mans R eligion 15 in vain; 

Conſider this in the fear of God. 

 . Objeft. But how may we know we are deceived 

with this deceit. # 

.- Anſ. Firſt, When you hayea low value of thoſe api 

means, that under God firſt brought you to know : 1s 

nota Sermon a low thing with you? this and thar Prea- | 

cher, that one was high in your account. now weak | 

and. fnean in your cſteem? Now you are full, now you 

are rich, and bave raigned as Kings without us : ] would: 

$9 God you did raign, that we alſo might raign With you, 
2 .Cqr, 4.8... : 

..; Secondly, When you are mighty prodigal of what 

l —— thinkingno matter well managed, chat you | 
ave not moſt voice in, Prov. 15. 2. The tongue of the \nj 
ſe uſerh knowledg aright , but the manth of fools prureth 
Py fooliſhneſs. So Prov. 29.11, T he fool attereth all 


ow 
: 
- 
w-* ® 


bis mind, but 4 wiſe may keepeth it in while after- \ | 


as. | | wii 

Thirdly, When you pleaſe yaur ſelf with the wy 
thoughts that few; or none in knowledg outſtrip you, Ku 
haviag a ſecret ſcorn to compare- your ſelves with a- 6 
ny; thatis, wher-you think none isable to ſay more \\ 
to a Text of Scripture, than you have done, or iv 
knows the hgly ſpirits mand more than your felves, 3 


Ter. 


Signs of 4 Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 3y 
Fer. 8.8, We are wiſe, (We by way of fingularity,) a»d 
the Law of the Lord is with.us : Ar the ſame time God: 

| oFfeith, What wiſdom i in them ? $i 

Fourthly, When in all matters material, you are not 
careful to take counſel of God, before you bring them 
ro ation, Prov. 15. 28. T he heart of the wiſe ſtudieth to 
anſwer , but the month of fools poureth forth fooliſhneſs. 
And Chap, 3. 6. 1» all thy Wayes acknowledg him , and 
he ſhall diref# thy paths. 


| OS 
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CHAP. VI. 


Lt 


Containing in it Chriſtian aptneſs, through weakneſs, to 
neplett coming to Chrifts Table ; with a ſhort deſcrip- 
tion of offences, that ſeemingly may hinder ; and three 
Canſes of this Decay. © 


SIGN. VL. 


Hen a ſmall occaſion will keep you fron 
Chriſts Table, ” communion with the . 
Church of God. 


By Chriſts Table here , I would be underſtood 
Chriſt Jeſus his own inſtitution the night he was be- 
trayed ; which he ſet on foot to his Penitent, Be- 
lieving, Baptized Diſciples, r Cor. 11. 23, 24. For 7 
have received of the Loyd, that Which I alſo deliuered 
znto you, that the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which 
he was betrayed, tock bread, and when be had given 
thanks he brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my 
broken for you ; this doin remembrance of me; And af- 
ter the ſame mauner he tack the Cnp, when he had ſupped, 
ſaying, This Cup i the New Teſtament in my blood; 
This do, as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.. 

D 4 Thele * 
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Theſe Scriptures prove it to be Chriſt Jeſus his own 
inſtitution, and therefore a duty for his people to he 
found in often. RS | 

' Butir being ſomewhat beſide the buſineſs in hand, 
ro treat in particular of all the uſes and ends of this 
bleſed inſtitution, my work here is. to be inſtrumen- 
tal, ifthe Lord will, to deter believers upon ſome oc- 


caſfjons thar they have taken, to negle this duty that -- 


is weighty, and not to be omitted or abuſed, as they will 
anſwer Chriſt Jeſus, who is ready to take an account ; 
it being that Ordinance that doth in a moſt lively man- 
ner expreſs the certainty of his ſuffering, in his body 


being broken, and his blood poured out, that he 


might finiſh the work of mans Redemption, and re- 


main at the Fathers right hand, Mediator hetween 


God and May, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, againſt all the op- 


poſition of that corrupt Spirit, that ſeeks in our dayes 
ro diſparage and extinguiſh this bleſſed Ordinance, . 


thereby to root out of mens underſtandings the cer. 
fainty of Chriſt Jeſus being a perſonal fleſhly ſub- 
ſtance; and ſo ——__ him into a Spirit, contrary 
to this ſaying of his, after his teſurre&tion ; Behold 
my hands and my feet, that it is my {elf, handle nie and 
fee, for a Spirit hath not fleſh and bone as you ſee me have, 
Luke 24. 39. AQs 1: 9, 10, 11. The neceſlity of be- 
Jlieving this is evidenced by the ſad conſequence of the 


contrary, fordenying Chriſt Jeſus to be a fleſhly ſub- 
- tance, and converting him into a Spirit, any Spirit, 


or every Spirit; and ſo in truth deny the Chriſt of 
God; And then blind, injudicious men, may form to 
themſelves, and world, what they will fancy to call 


' their Chriſt : This premiſed to the Explication of the 


Lords Table, ' | 

' Now when a ſmall occaſion will hinder us from 
this Service, it is a certain mark of decay in the 
POP TIO WOO Power 
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', Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtiay. 39 
Om power of Godlineſs, and that the Authority of the 
tO he perſon that gave Being to this Truth, and che great 


end and uſes of this Service have little preſence = oxr 
hand, hearts : What Friend can behold his Friend, not onely 
f this weep for him, but bleed for him , not onely bleed for 
amet þjm till a fainting fic, but till death ſeize on every part, 
ie OC: and pur a perfect period to his Life,and not weep with 
y that him, yea and bleed with him, yea and dye with him. 
7 wil Our Lord-Jeſus ſaith peradyenture for a good man one 
dunt; would even dare to die, much more with ſuch a com- 
man- mon-good man that is innocent, and dies for a fellow 
boly 900d man that is guilty ; ſurely who would forbear to 
hat he die with ſuch a one. | 
nd re; Burt this is not a ſufficient Parallel to the work be- 
tweet fore us : Here is not a Friend dying for his Friend ; 
heop but here is one that never did fin, »either was gile 
daya found in his mouth, - crying out, my ſoul is exceeding ſor- 
nanc, yowful even unto death , brought as a Lamb to the 
e cet. ſlaughter , beſet with a bitter agony, ſweating as it 
y ſub were great drops of Blood a man of Sorrows, and ac- 
Mntran quainted with Griefs, oppreſſed , and afliicted, and 
Bekill bruiſed , then taken from Priſon , and from Judg- 
ye ax Ment ; his hair pnlled off, his viſage marred more than 
hav, any mans, Þis face ſpit on, his head crowned with 
of þ+ thorns, his hands and his feet nailed to a Croſs, 4 
oft Spear thruſt into hz fde, and his whole Body fixt en 
ly fub a [rec in a bitter torturing manner, for three full hours 
; Spirit, rogether he remains in deep anguiſh, ſo that the Vail 
riſt d of the Temple at Zerzſalem was rent intwain from the 
ormis top tothe bottom, and the Earth did quake, and the 
7to al Rocks rent, and the Graves open'd, and many dead bodies 
| ofthe came ont of their Graves, and appear d unto many, and , 
| darkneſs was upcn the whole Earth for that three hbowrs, 
s fron and the Keepers tremble , and become as dead men, 
in tb and fear with anguiſh came upon all fleſh, and in this 


Poe bitter 


go Srgns of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. | 
bitter Agony he cries out, 1 God, my God, why baſt LL. 
thou forſaken me. lll, 
Come now and let me take thee by the hand, my pe 
Chriſtian friend, and we will walk to Emazz, and ralk ja 
as we go of what hath happened , ſurely it will make j 
us ſad. for the perſon on whom this Tragedy waz | wn 
ated, was one Feſus of Nazareth, a Prophet mighty in | |uet 
deed and word before God and all th: pgs. But who | tha 
will believe this report, and to whom 1s this arm of che | las 
Lord revealed , for he was thus wounded for our tran | ye 
orefſions, and bruiſed for our Iniquities, the chaſtife |j 
ment of our peace was laid upon him, that with his 
ftripes we might be healed : All we like ſheep have gon 
aſtray, and have turned every one into his own way, 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
(US ALL) isa word of great emphaſis, worthy to | 
be enquired into : Who this Vs alt meancrh, I ſhall tell| 
you, and the Good Lord open your eyes , that you |k all 
may tell your ſelves ; it is 7T7a»/preſſors, Rebels, T rait| 
ors, Enemies in their minds ;, Itis Sauls, great Perſecw |y 
tors, Mary Magdelenes, in whom were ſeaven Devils, \t 
it is /Aanaſſes, Charmers, Sorcerers, Blaſphemers, Smee | 
rers, Fornicators, Idolaters, Adalterers, Thieves, Cone 
tous, Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners, and ſuch like, | yd 
Worſhippers of Ido! Gods made of Wood and Stone. \wlh 
So thar here is nota Friend dying for his Friend, nor /adak 
a Child for his Father, nor a Brother for his Brother, ge 
nor a Servant for his Maſter, nor a SubjeCt for bs hy 
Prince, but here is the Fon of God, the Lord of Liſt typ 
«nl Glory coming from the boſom of God, taking up | iy, v 
on himſelf a contemptible life, and a curſed, painful, ty 
and ſhameful death upon the Croſs, that he might 
redeem theſe very perſons from the wrath of God and | arg 
pangs of Hell to all eternity, where otherwiſe deſer- ' 
vedly they muſt have been alwayes dying, yer — i 
" hivins|- © 
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Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 4x 
why h living in endleſs flames , gzawing their tongues for 
, pain, weeping, wailing , gnaſhing of teeth in that 
nd, t place prepared of old, the pile whereof is fire and 
and þrimſtone, where their worm »ever dieth, and their 
l WM fire never voeth ont S but remains rormented for ever 
dy 1 2nd ever with the Devil and his Angels, from which 
wiſh). ſtate this bleſſed Son of God delivers and proclaims 
But vl the greatneſs of this his love to every ſinner, and hath 
n oft inftituted this great ſervice in remembrance of this 
Ar try his bitrer Paſſion, that ſuch for whom he drank this 
chaſii bitter Cup might ſhew forth rhis his death till he ſhall 
with! come the ſecond time without fin to falvation. Can 
naves any then caſt their eye upon the perſon, worth, and 
wnm wounds of this bleeding love, and not fall in love, 
w4l yea be fick with love after daily Communion with ſuch 
rortly a one. What can ſuch thus redeem'd from this great 
ſluli woe, by this great Lord, to ſuch a great ſtate, as to 
that be called the adopted Sons and Daughters of God, 
5, 1nandyer leta ſmall occaſion keep them from commu- 
t Peri nion with their Lord and his redeemed, and not be 

Deni-under deep decay, &c. 

5,9 For any (therefore to eſtrange themſelves from 
es, C« Chriſt's Table, ir being no leſs than a refuſing the food 
ſuch he hath prepared; becauſe things go not juſt as they 
1d would have them, doth greatly argue the lett to be 
end, 1 in themſelves though not by ſuch heeded; they being 
Brott great wanderers abroad in the wayes of others ; per- 
X for! haps more buſying themſelves than they ought, and 
| of | yet as great (trangers at home to ſelf-examina- 
aking! ton, and due perſonal preparation, which where ever 
, pain It is, is that indeed that ſo warrantably calls perſons 
he my £O come co Chriſt Jeſus's Feaſt, of Bread and Wine, 

ds purchaſed with his &/ood; that negligence therein will 
ſe d& prove no lefs than their great fin : Whar is it therefore 
alns that ſhould keep us from that ſervice, wherein by faith 


bn we 


a2 Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriſtian; | * 
we areto feed, as it were upon the fleſh of the Sonof F 
God? Whoſe fleſh is meat inderd, and whiſe blood is drink | * 
deed. T1 ruly nothing but ſelf-unworthineſs or un- 
preparedneſs : Surely, ſurely, the ſpiritual growing 

Chriſtian , whoſe hungrings and thirſtings are after 
hourly communion with Jeſus Chriſt, can better for. 

go his natural food a thouſand times, than yield coa | "1 
ett from this performance : Let us therefore examine |") 
our ſelves, that we are meet ſubjets, diſcerning th | 
Lords Body, and ſo let us eat that Bread, and drink that he 


Cp. 


| tl 
| 


Firſt , Too preat Ignorance who are the 
Chriſt calls ro this Service. | Ji - 
: a Too too great aptnels to be cafily prove: |, 
ed, | 
Thirdly, Want of love to Jeſus Chriſt, the Auchor| 
of this Service. | - 
Firſt, Too great Ignorance who are the Subje& |; 
Chriſt calls to this Service ; which conſiſts in a miſcon. »/ 
ſtruing his general invication to all penitent, believing; | 
baptized Diſciples, who have had an orderly admit wal.” 
cance thus far, and by way of Precept are enjoynel .v 
both to come to this Service, and continue in it; Tir . 
fame day were added to the Church three thouſand ſoul, 
aud they continued ftedfaft in the Apoſtles doftrine, ft lore 
Hlowſhip, breaking of bread, and prayer : it is peculiar tek 
unto ſuch appointed and ſanRified, that they may kee| 
in remembrance their Lord and Saviom*'s Paſſion ho 
So often as ye eat this Bread; and drink this Cup, | on 
; ab fhew forth the Lords death till be come, But I would the k; 
not be miſtaken here, as thac 1 mean , the outwal 6 
6aage of theſe onely, makes right Subjes for Chr , 
C4; 
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ey: Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 43 
So Cal ; yet this outward muſt be , bat wo to it when ir 
i 4 is alone : The Kings Daughter is to be all glorious 
or; Within, as wellas her garment of wrought gold : The 
Vow Pungerer and thirſter after his ſupply, that ſenlibly ſees 
re 4 21 us ſprings to bein him, and as the Hart pamteth 
2-6 after the brooks of water, hath his ſoul crymg. Oh 
ed, When ſhall E come and appear before him ? negligence 

_— 7 thus fitted, cauferth ignorance of Chriſts Call. 
7 But ſecondly , Too too great aptneſs to be eaſily 
provoked : Some Chriſtians are fo weak , that they 
will be ſtill forming diſcontent to themſelves, ill inter- 
\s  Preting others ations, and ſtraining at every Gnat, - 
> ? which generally comes through weakneſs in judgment, 
"7 and unaptneſs to be buſying themſelves with their 


&©þ1 Pigh Calling, and the worth of Gods gracious privi- 
F ledges afforded them; by which means the inward 

_- man is too much raked .or made raw, and ſo apt to 
VP mart at every little touch, as ſpecial care therefore 


Te muſt be had in Churches, that none give juſt offence ; 
"fo that none upon too light account take offence , for 
cab ic doth bur argue ſuch Children or Babes in Chriſtia- 
/ nity, and greatly rob themſelves of that ſpiritual re- 
he freſhing ſtrength, that otherwiſe might be cheir pre- 
N ſent portion , and fill their heart with diſquiering 
7 © thoughts to the hindring their ſpiritual appetite from 
11 taking in that rich refreſhment, Chriſt Jeſus Table is 
it; furniſht with for every prepared Gueſt. 
ad But Thirdly, Want of loye to Jeſus Chriſt, the Au- 
\ thor of this Service ; All thoſe motives that provoke 
. p the heart to love Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould be aRive now ; 
| \F viz. The greatneſsof his love to purchaſe this Service 
P3P for vs, with no leſs price than his precious blood ; the 
C4 ſmalneſs of our deſert ro procure this ; together with 
I the high priviledpes ic Ggnifies us heirs unto : Behold 
pry what mamer of love the Father hath beſtowed on us, that 
nw Ive. 
(6) + | 


a4 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, | *" 
we ſhoxld be called, (or accounted) the Sons of God, why x 
were before Without Chriſt, 8&c. But now made nigh [3 
through the blood of Chriſt, How ſhould this provoke | ; 
our Eo love ro him , to be crying out with the ' ” 
Spouſe in the Canticles ; 2/1y beloved i fair and ruddy, , — 
the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. Certainly, my friend; _ 
were our hearts truly ſpiritual, we could not chooſe | * y 
bur ſee ſingular deſert 1n Jeſus Chriſt , calling for the '” « 
oreateſt of our love, in a holy affeRion to the injoy. | **. 
ing of him, and making vs prefer our communion | ' 
with him in this ſervice, before all things that in this * 
world may challenge our deareſt reſpe : It muſt | ,1? 
needs therefore follow, that want of love makes way 5 
for ſmall occaſions to keepus from Chriſt's Table 1 |P9 
ſhall leave this ro conſideration, and paſs to the ſe. | 3 
venth Sign of a dying Chriſtian. kts 
— —— ———|- Thi 
CHAP. VII. | AJ 
Shewing the great decay to Chriſtianity, when mindleſs t being 
Prayer , with a plain aiſcovery of the Neceſſity, Ex» Au i 
: Cellency, Lets, and Helps to Prayer , in ſixteen Þ ar- | Mania 
ticulars, with four Direftions as to the Manner of onr 
approaches to Godin this ſervice, and what we are tom 
do after Prayer. 


SIGN VII becaſe 
WW you have uſually no great mind to ua 
Prayer, Wn 
When a < hriſtian is mindleſs of this boſome, bleF ls 
ſed, intimate ſervice of Prayer , which is a drawing | ink 
nigh to, and ralking with the great Lord God Almigh- | ® 
ty; here is then ground enough to conclude his ſtate, | 


and his decay very great. Now in Prayer there s ke 
couttirrntle.” EY : 7 ; hy 
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Firſt, | 


Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 45 


Gl, Firſt, The Neceſlity ef Prayer. 
ad&:; Secondly, The Excellency of Prayer. 
pron Thirdly, Lets to Prayer. 
rich Fourthly, Helps to Prayer. 
"dm Firſt, The neceſlity of Prayer appears from the 
yftia Command of God, 1 The. 5.7. Pray without ceaſing , 
tc>( Col- 4.21. Continue in prayer , and watch in the ſame 
v for with thanksgiving ; 1 Phil. 4- 6. Be careful for nothing, 
thei but in every thing by prayer and ſupplicatin, with 
mm thansgiving, let your requeſts be made known unto God. 
tin; Secondly, It appears from example, 1 Sam. 12.23. 
It z God forbid that 1 ſhould fin in ceaſing to pray for you; 
ikes1 Pal. $$. 27. Evening and morning , and at noon, will I 
Tal; 274) ; Dan. 6. 10. Now when Daniel knew that the 
o th Priting was ſigned, he Went into his houſe , and kyeeled 
upon his knees, three times a day , and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did at other times. 
Thirdly, the Neceflity appears from the 1mportu- 
nity that goeth along with prayer, Lake 22: 44. And 
indi being in an agony he prayed more earneſtly, Luke 6. 12. 
ſity, | And it came to paſs in thoſe dayes, that he Went into a 
ren! mountain to pray, and continxed all night in prayer to 
ner God : AQs 12, 5. Peter therefore was kept in Priſon, 
wean Ont prayer was made without ceaſing of the Church to 
God for him : Luke 11.8, 9. I ſay to you, though be 
will not riſe and give him, becauſe heis ns friend, yet 
becauſe of his _—_ he will riſe and give him as 
many as be needeth, 


Fm , The Excellency of Prayer, appears in 
. this, 
de, Firſt, It engageth Gods ſtrength. 

a dref Secondly, It Ponds with holy reverence Gods hands, 
= Thirdly, In no condition we can be barred from ir. 
__ For the firſt, Exod. 17. 11. And it came to paſs. 
tO when Moſes held wp his hands, Iſrael prevailed; and 
i when 


46 Signs of aDying or Decaying Chriſtian; 
when he let dovwen his hands, the Amalekites prevailed. 
Toſh. 10.12, 13, 14+ Then ſpake foſpna (or prayed to 
the Lord) in the day when the Lord delivered up the A. 
worites before the Children of Iſrael, and he ſaid in the 
feht of Iſrael, Sun ftand thou ſtill upon Gibeon ,, and 
thow Moon upon the V alley of Ajalon; and the Sun ftod 
fill, and the Moon ſtayed until the people had avenged We 
themſelves upon their enemies ;, and there wat no day like Þ 
that before it, or after it, that the Lord hearkned to the | 
prayer of a man, for the Lord fought for 1ſrael. 

Secondly, Prayers Excellency appears in this, it 
holds with holy reverence Gods hands, Exod. 32. g. 
IO, 11,12. And the Lord ſaid to Moſes, I have ſeen | 
ebis people, and behold it is a ſtiff-necked people ; Now ||t 
therefore let me alone that 1 may acftroy them, and I i 
Will make of thee a great Nation. And Moſes beſonght i 
the Lord, ſaying, Lord, why doth thy wrath wax hit, 
turn 1 pray thee and repent of this evil againſ# them, 
Numb 14. 11. 22. And the Lord ſaid to Moſes, hiw 
long will this people provoke nie, ava how long will it be 
ere they believe me ? now therefore let me alone that I may fie 
deſtroy them. 

Thirdly, Prayers Excellency appears, in thatin no 
condition we can be barred from it, Dazxiel in the 
Lions Den, Chap. 6. fonah in the Whales Belly, Cp Wl 
IT. 2. Then fonah prayea to the Lord his God ont of the lynn 
Fiſhes Belly, and ſaid, 1 cried by reaſon of my affliftion | 
anto the Lord, and he heard me : ont of the belly of Hell ſang 
cricd 1, and thou heardeft my voice : fo Paul and Sils | lhnh] 


in Priſon prayed, and fang praiſes to God, ard the 

Priſoners heard them. —_—_ 

' Now wecometo Lets to Prayer, ;.c. what hinders {&þ. 

Prayer from prevailing with God. | K 

Firſt , Preſumption in an unreverent adventuring | 
belore the Lord, 2 Chron, 14. and 20,33, &c, For # ik 


in 
Jit nga 


a Signsof a Dying or Decaying Chriſtians 47 
alk yet the people had not prepared their heart unto the God 
ajed: "of their Farhers , therefore thus will 1 do unto thee O 
thi Jſracl ; aud becauſe 1 Will do this unto thee , prepare 
Li to meet thy God Ogfſrael, Amos 4. 12. 
#: A dfﬀcecondlettor binderance to Prayer is, wandring 
#*k thoughts , 7er. 4. 14. O feruſalem waſh thine heart 
even from Wickedneſs, that thou maiſt be ſaved, hoV lony 
do} ſhall thy vain thoughts lodg within thee ? T herefore take 
edt no thought ſaying ; whar ſhall we eat, or what ſhall 
 - we drink, or wherewith ſhll we be cloathed ? bu: 
this, ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and his righteoul- 
|. 32 neſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you, 
t dat. 6. 32, 33- fone 
» } The third lett to Prayer is boſom (in, or pleaſant 
, a delight in ſome ſecret luit, P/al. 66. 8. 1f [regard in:- 
beſm quity in my heart God will not hear me. Joſh. 7.8, g. 10, 
wati 11. The Lord ſa'th to Foſhna , get thee up , where- 
þ th fore lieſt thou thus apon thy face ,, 1ſ{ratl have ſinned, they. 
ſes, b have alſo tranſgreſſed my Covenant, Which I have com-; 
willi manded them ; for they have taken of the accurſed thing, . 
tle and have alſa ſtolen and diſſembled; and they have put 
' it alſo among their own ſtaff , therefore they conld net 
hatin: ſtarrd before their Enemies, but turned their backs, This 
z/ ini £o0d man 7oſhna in Chap 10. 12 at another time is 
lly, ci ſo prevalent at prayer, that the Sun and Moon ſtands 
xe! {till ; yer now in his ſeventh Chapter, becauſe there is 
7 «ffi ſome boſom fin in the Camp, he cannot preyail till 
t of j tis is removed. | | 
Ki g A fourthlettis, want of reconciliation to brethren, 
and! {fat. 5. 23, 24. Therefore if thou bring thy rift to the 
Altar, and there remembre$ that thy brother hath ought 
ae hink ©24inſt thee , leave there thy gift befere the Altar, and 
firſt go and be reconciled to thy brother, Mat. 6. 12, For- 
venta £724 #4 our debts as we forgive our debters, but if you 
Fr fergive not men their treſpaſſes, neithir will your Father 


p-. forgive ye your treſpaſſes- E A 


43 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtiay. 
A fifth letc is deſpairing doubts of being anſwered, 
Pam. 1. 5,6. If any man lack, wiſdom, let him ach it 
of God that giveth to all liberally, and npbraideth not ; + 
and it ſhall be given him, but let him ash in faith, me- 
thing doubting , for he that wavereth is like a wave of 
the ſea, driven with the wind , and toſſed ;, let not that 
man think he ſhall receive any thing at the hand of the g| 
Lord. whatſcever ye ſball ask, in my name, believe that, ,ugy 
Je ſhall recezve it , and ye ſhall recerve it , Mark 11, g foi 
24, 
"W e ſhall now ſpeak of Helps to Prayer ; for faith bs 
ſome, I would, but 1 cannot pray, I want words, all j,, 
thatIcando is to (16h, for a Help to this, = llar 
Firſt, labour to get a feeling of the neceſlity and kh, C 
excellency of Prayer, fo as that thy heart goeth un- yy 


der a grievous burthen, becaufe thou canſt not pray, k if 
fer. $.3. O Lord, are net thine eyes upon the truth, thou g 1 
haft ſtricken them, but they are not grieved. Here the nbly, 

3 


F 


Prophet complains , that though Iſrael are ſtricken, 
ſmitten, and afflicted, yer they have not grieved;*.. * 

clearly implying, thar a grieved , burthened ſtate ar ;; 
the ſenſe of want, isa fair itep in the way to obtain " 
lupply, P/al. 38 4, 6. For mine iniquities are gone over Into | 
wy head, as a heavy burthen, they are too heavy for me, 1 ja 
' am troubled, I am bowed down greatly ; caſt thy burthen "Ty 
xpon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, Pfal. 55. 22. yi 
Secondly, {ludy much how to get deep ſenſe of your _ . 

our great wants of Gods daily help, AJ my ſprings. 

are in. thee ,, Withoxt me you can do nothing : Foy in him he 
Wwe live, mve, and have our being. AQts 17. 27,28. " | 
Thirdly , Conſider God hath provided no way for y, 5b 
you to acquaint him with your wants, hpt prayer, and ,** 
if you cannot pray, bow will you make your Drs 
known to God, Phil. 4.6. Inerery thing by prayer and jy 
ſuppl cation with thanks ging, let Jour requeſts be'maat vi 
known |" 


= | PS or VR 

g Signs of a Dying or Decaying Ehriſtian. 49 
bo known antoGod, 2 Chron. 26. Vzzia ſought God in the 
th © dajes of Ezra, and as long as he ſought the Lord, God 
Ti mad: him to proſper : Gall upon me un the day of trouble, 
» = and I will deliver thee , and thou ſhalt glorifie me, Plal, 
mot 30+ 15- Hol. 5-15. _ 
xd of Fourthly, Conſider that all-your outward mercies 
Ap become bleſlings through Prayer, 1 Tim. 4+ 5, 6. For - 


ark; ©2e7) creature of God is good, if it be received with thanks- 


' giving, forit ts ſanttified by the Word of God and Pray- 
or 7 * Give us this day our daily bread; when feſus had 


ord. 794de the multitude fit down upon the ground, he looked 
' upto heauen, and gave thanks ; or (aid grace, as the 
Fr old tranſlations read it. & 
'  Ffthly, Conſider what a miſerable condition will 
" yours be, if caſt into the Lions Den, Whales Belly, or 
ad Stocks, if you cannot pray : T hey poxred out their ſup- 
"," plications when thy chaſtning was upon them. 
Sixthly, Intreat Jeſus Chriſt to reach you to pray, 
” LCuke1t.n, Andit came to paſs, as he was praying in 
" a certain place, when he ceaſed , one of his Diſciples ſaid 
unto him, Lord, teach ns to pray, as You alſo taught hs 
Diſciples : as the Lord commands us to do, ſo he muſt 
help us to Pray Ezek. 36. 37. 
\ButI fhall cloſe this with a brief Caution about the 
bur -praQtical part of Prayer , beſeeching you thar you 
Hum labour with all your might, after theſe few 
) things, 

Firſt, Get your hearts poſſeſt wit a reverent eſtima- 
tion of the great and gracious priviledge of Prayer, 
that ſuch a great Lord God Almighty, King of Kings, 

| Maker of heaven and earch, ſhould admit ſuch a creep- 
ing worm as thee and'me, and lefs than this, ſuch a 
polluted and undone miſerable creature to approach'ſc 
' nigh ſucha Glorious preſence, think ſtill oh what a 
favours this, 


4 'I© 
» 


| E 2 Secondly, 
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* Secondly, Never be raſh in adventuring into ſucha 
Glorious preſcnce in the act of Prayer, deliberate, 
poader, recall, and recolle& thy ſeit brtore thou go 
down tothy knees, whicher, and why, and before whar 
a great Majeſty thou arc now going to plead for thy 
te; and the life of thy Relations, and above all for #" 
the fouls ofall, rhat they may not everlaſtingly miſ» #7 
carry. Who will ſuffer the Chyrurgion to cur off his 48 
arm without great deliberation; fhall we be leſs con- 
cerned co approach the Preſence of God! O Chriſtians, 
give your ſclves not only time for the Duty, but alſo att 
time to prepare for the Duty , C-ll home your wan- 
dring thoughts, ſer thy hearcin order for thy duty be- yl 
fore chou fall upon thy duty, by ſuch means you ſhall i 4 
not oneſly pray but prevail. - eſonjt 

Thirdly, Pray wichouc ceaitng, that is, get'into the te t 
habit of prayer, be alwar'::s1n a praying frame, pray 
at work, pray at meat, pray when thou walke'* by the 
way, ſiting by the fire. pay »* going to bed, and at || 
up riſing in the morning, pray alwayes, and inall V 6 
things prayer i; one ©: Gods great ſights in this len If 
World, which be expeRts his Caildren ſhou!d keep ab {iplek 
wayes burning, umo which great light let me beſeech in(G9 
you watch every opportunity to add the oyl of read- Ut fi 
ing chis will make ic burs much clerer, it is undoubt- whiz 
edly one great prepirative to ſolemn family, and clo. tlap 
fer prayer, that we firſt read ſome bleſſed portion of w 
holy Scripture, ever remembring that good ſaying of jy 
Davids Pſalm 1 19. Io5. T hy word is a lamp unto my \ny | 
feet and a light unto my path, Un! 

Fourrthlv and laſtly, when youriſe from your knees, yg 
and ceaſe the a& of prayer, then humbly in faich ex- pg 
pet and wait for che rerzrn of prayer; do not ina for- Wy, y, 
ma] manner run over a formal prayer, remembring lk 
| whac you have prayed for no longer than while ine ky 
| ſervice, 
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0 hid ſervice . It is good for a man both to hope and alſo quietly 
libern ,>4;r for Gods ſalvation; many 1* is certainly evident miſs 
thay the end of their prayers, becauſe they do not hope and 
Ore it wait with inward thirT for a return, David ws much 
I fort of a contrary frame, My ſoul waiteth for the Loyd moye 
e alli than they that watch for the morning, I ſay mere than 
nply n they that watch for the morning. Let us be at no reſt 
= ſhore of chis frame, P/al. 130.6. 

Cl3 Cl 
briſti CHAP. VIII 
buti Shewing the great Decay to Chriſtianity, when mindleſs 

Four: zo reading in the holy Scriptares ; with fix Calamitics 

y datji = wery obſervable, which Scripture ignorance brings : 

youl ſewing alſo the bleſſed priviledges of thoſe that have 
the Scripture , with a confutation of that Atheiſtical 
ſtyle that the people called Dnakerss put upon them. 


SIGN VIIL 


7 Hen reading the holy Scriptures 3s more 
\ \ burthenſome than delightful. 


dy 


is int When Iſrael wis pleaſed ro chooſe them a King, 
{ key God is pleaſed to ſer-him his work, leſt they loſe their 
» heſ, end, and God loſe his honour, 

ofrs -Ad it foall come topaſs , when he ſhall fit upm the 


andat 7 hrone of his Kingdom, that he ſhall write him a Copy of 
and; Gods Law in a Book, and it ſhall be with him, and he 
wrt ſpall read therein all the dayes of his life , that be may 
ſoy tearn to fear the Lord his God, that his heart be not lifted 
\ anti! #P above kis brethren. In like manner when oſhna 
enters u-0n the Government, he hath this charse from 
rks God , that the Book of the Law ſhould not depart 
faith Out of bis mouth , but he muſt meditate therein day 
rinal and night , chat he might obſerve ro'do according to 
amb; 2 char's written, then ſhould he make his way proſpe- 
je in} FOUS, and: have good ſucceſs, And when King David 

ſerf declare 


52 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, | 
declares who is the bleſſed man. He is one that delights gry! 
in the Law of the Lord, making it his meditation day jw 
and night. This premiſed, diſcovers moſt precious jp" 
worth attainable throngh Scripture reading , and if jy 
need were might call for a multitude more witneſſes, yt! # 
both from Scripture and Experience : But it being not } pt | 
fo much my proper work to aſſert Scripture Excellen- b 
cy; as to ſhew and prove that Chriſtan to be dying ji/# 
ro Chriſt, that is not delightful ly taken up with read- whed 
ing Gods Word, I ſhall therefore proceed in a plain jlm.1. 
method. md b 
Thus, where delight to rexding grows low , there ur v6 
negligence to reading muſt needs grow high , there . gurke 
decay grows great, and ſuch muſt decline in their ſpi- Jith:s 
ritual eſtate , this negligence bringing with it much # niad 
ignorance, and ſo coyers the eyes and hearts of ſach thi c 
as with a veil, ſoas that they cannot ſo ſee as the yſbonlt 
ſpiritual growing man ſees, Gods Precepts how they abeli 
command him, Gods Promiſes how they uphold him, jeſs 
Gods threatnings how awfully they periwade him , jnand 
the Scripture being his Treaſury or Storehouſe, trom glinto 
whence he is made able through the ſpirits help to xs tt 
withſtand the fiery darts of the wicked one, ſaying jay ig 
after Chriſt Jeſus his Captain, thus and thas it is writ- uinto, 
zen. It is evident to the meaneſt capacity, that doth wjudgr 
but conſider, how great incapacity all fuch muſt needs Winde 
bein, to underſtand and refiſt the manifold rempta- \uxe r 
tions and wiles of the evil one , except they be well | 
acquainted with Gods holy Word, that hath 1n itar- |wigy 
mour for the whole man, with dire&ions how ro put [in 
iton ; Ignorance therefore here mult make ſore deſo- [ty 
lation, and bring as I humbly conceive upon perſons, we 
theſe fix Calamities. | 
Firſt, It makes you in a wilderneſs when ficknelſs | 
and affligion comes, becauſe you will not know bow | 
an 
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ar dely ind why they come. Sickneſs and AfMiction are of two 
ang ſorts inward and outward , inward are ſuch as ſeize 
upon the mind, as a judgment cauſed by the perſons 

D» upon whom they come, {/4.6. 9, 10. Ana he ſaid, go 
x and tell this people , hear ye indeed but underſtand net ; 
AF. [ze ye indeed, but perceive not, make the heart of this peo= 
Excek ple fat, and make their ears heavy, ana ſhut their eyes, 
0 bed leſt they ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
Witht gnderitand with their heart, and convert and be healed. 
In 4} SoRom.1.21.28 Becauſe that when they knew God, they 
glorified him nit as God, neither were they thankful, but 

WW, l became vain in their imaginations, and their fooliſh heare 
ph, was darkned : And even as they did not like to ritain 
: God inth:ir knoWledge, God gave them over to a repro» 
bate mind, to do thoſe things which are not convenient. 

For this cauſe God ſvall ſend thrm ſtrong deluſion, that 

' they ſhould believe a lie, that they all might be damned 
who believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrignte- 
o#/neſs. Now ſuch ſore judgments as theſe are come 

| upon and procured by many, who turn che grace of 
God into wantonneſs, profeſling co be moſt ſpiritual, 

live as the almoſt moſt carnal, lictle minding {becauſe 

1 greatly ignorant ) of thoſe ſpiritual cauſes chey may 

;3 run into, to the bringing upon themſelves ſuch ſpiri- 
cual judgments or ſickneſſes and aflitions as theſe. 

And indeed how comes it to paſs, thac ſuch aflicti- 

ons are not feared, before they come to the provok- 

ing ſuch to walk fo as they may prevent their coming, 

but ignorance of the Scripture? they not converling 

often wich chem, to the well informing themſelves, 

what judgments may come on their minds, and what 

are the Cauſes God afligns of their coming , ſo as to 

be in trembling and dread continually, to the keeping 


chemſelyes out of that channel, where ſuch bitter wa- 
ters run. | 


E 4 Apain, 
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Again, there are outward ſickneſſes and aflictions, 
and they are ſuch as theſe, Dexr. 28, 58,59, 60. If 
thou wilt not obſerve to do all the words of this Law, that 
are written in this Beck, that thou maiſt fear this glors 
oxes and fearful Name, the Lord thy God ; T hen the Lord | 
will make thy plagues wonderful, and the þ'agnes of thy 
ſeed, even grear plagues, and of long centinuance , (ore 
fickneſſes and of long continuance : Moreover he will bring 
pon thee all the diſeaſes of Foypt , which thou waſt a- 
fraid of, and they ſhall cleave unto thee. Levit,26.15,16. ! 
Tf ye ſhall deſpiſe my ſtatutes, and if your ſoul ſhall abhor | 
my judgments, that you will not do them, bat that you |} 
break my Covenant ; 1 alſo will do this to you, I will e- © 
ven appoint over you Terror, Conſumption, aud the burn= ; 
w8 Ague, that ſhall conſume their eyes. and cauſe ſorrow | 
of heart , and ye ſhall ſow your ſeed in vain, for your E- 
mnemies ſhall cat it. But I ſhall ſpeak fully ro the Cau- 
ſes of Affliction in the twenty ſecond S:gz, and there- 
fore proceed no further here, but come to the ſecond 
Calamity, thar Scripture ignorance brings. 

Secondly, that your uneven walking with Cod may |} 
bring upon your ſelves death before irs time, This 
Particular is proved thus; Long life promiſed to the | 
obedient, Exed. 20. 12. Honour thy Father and thy nil 
Mother, that thy dayes may be long in the land, which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, Alſo Deur, 32. 46. 47. ik 
Set your hearts to all the words which ] teſlifie am:;ng you | 
this day, and command them your Children , for it 1s not | 
i” vain, becauſe that through this thiag, (mark that) |, 
Je ſhall prolong your dayes in the land, whither ye co over 1; 
snro Foraan to poſſeſs it. This is alſo proy:d by the con- | 
crary, which comes upon the diſobedient, Dext. 11, 
i6, 17. Take heed to your ſelves, that your heart be not * 
deceived, and ye turn afide and ſerve other Gods, and |} 


roen the Lords wrath be kindled again® you, and ye pe= \y, ® 


an, , 
"Tv Signs of a Dying or Decayi = 
1q = riſh quickly from 4p OF ing Chriſtian. 55 
I 4 Ecclel. 8. 13. Bat it ſhall gens or Ins 
ed , neither ſhall he prolong bi = the wick- 
«hk ow, beca g bis dayes, which are 4s a ſha- 
the L » ſe he feareth uot bef, God ſp 
' Be nor over much "7 as 04. SO Chap. »-I'7. 
wes of i wicked, neither be th Pe 7-17 
a8 Ponte than die before thy vim FITOOH my 
wil ? Thirdly, by means of Script i 
3 not know to ask in faith the Thing - mp4 hp gh 
b 4 or body, that is, you will n TY you want for ſoul 
| 1 ſolute or politivein your akin now where to be aþ- 
miſſive and conditional in ing, and where to be ſub- 
'"4) ture gives directions as t {7 asking : Now the Scrip- 
4 vw. God, and men may eaſil 0 the putting up petitions to 
the bn. Gen.3 2.26, And he ſaid CE y not obſerving them, 
fe ſar. the day breaketh , and he gh RO} Let me go for 
i will not let thee go except ” _ , (to wit Jacob) 7 
het 72. Where foul th. Fey fey, for min 
1 the 45d he bring: them out to gyptians ſay , for miſchief 
e ſec: and tro conſume them { lar row ts he Le, 
from thy fierce wrath, and oe fare : be carth;, Turn 
Coln prople. So Aﬀs 12. 5 FR repent of this evil againſt thy 
je, I bat prayer Was made "wa r therefore was kept in priſon, 
ed ol By theſe Scriptures - ceaſing unto God for him. 
tor conditional or indifferent may obſerve, thar to be 
md, ms may be diſhonoured by d anctng — when God 
2.46.; fore in chi y denying, is not good ; 4 
is caſe may 2 ma . £ 3 there 
amag} be bold to ak pardon of hi o— Karoo And! och 
or it ut ENCE, POWET Over "IHR S UNS, Peace to his conici- 
ark tht in ſuch caſe, gracious aol 's et without condition : 
Je gon NO denizl, greatly liked G eqs reſolutions ro have 
y the #/a 62 6,7. 7 have ſet 0d, and fuits with his will, 
Dewi. | Feruſalem . which ſeal  —_ pon thy walls, O 
arthis light ,, you that make m rver Poe. FReky Drace day way 
ods, 6 till he efabiiſh yr 8 5j of the Lox d, keep uot flence 
and jj But obſerve, inall caſes P eruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 
l , ales Petitions putting up, muſt not 


thus 


&6 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 
thus be framed, As 21.14. And when he would not be V 
per[waded , we ceaſed , ſaying, the will of the Lord be 
done, So Rom. 1. 9, 10. For God is my Witneſs, wham 
1ſerve with my ſpirit in the Goſpel of his Son, that With- | 
out ceaſing I make mention alwayes of you in my prayers 
making requeſt, if by any means 1 might noW at length 
have a proſperons journey, by the will of God, (mark that) | 
ro come to you. SO Jam. 4.15. For that ye ought to ſay, if the 
Loyd will, we ſball live and do this or that : I fhall leaye fe 
this to conſideration,and proceed to the 4** Calamity, 1hito 
Fourthly, Negligence to Reading will mike you ig- 365i 
norant wherein you may. prevent the preſence and 1911. 
comforts of Gods holy ſpirit , that is, that God may ;#S« 
either take away his Spirit from ſtriving with you, or fret 
you away from his Spirit, dy ſpirit ſhall not alwayes \Wsgot 
frive, Gen. 6.3. 1 Sam. 16. 14. But the ſpirit of the Ixe, \ 
Lord departed from Saul , and an evil ſpirit from the mull 
Lord tronbled him. Pfal. 5 it. 7. T ake not thy valy ſpirit wed 
from me. Neh. 9 30. Yet many years didft thou for- bent 
bear them , and teſtifiedſt againſt them by thy ſpirit in ucing 
thy Prophets. yet would they not give ear ;, Therefore jitigy 
gaveſt thou them into the hands of the people of the Land: \ ſua 
But they rebelled and vexed his haly ſpirit ; therefore ſor 
was he turned to be their enemy, and fought againſt them. iny 
By theſe Scriptures we may fee, that the holy Spirits away 
company may be put away from us through ungraci- wy $96 
ous walking. Mg 
Fifthly , Negligence in Scripture will make you ig-' why 
norant, that chere1is a Legion of evil Angels waiting thiphh 
hourly to take adyantage againſt you; no ſooner in ky, 
the Text but now mentioned, had the good Spirit left Jy = 
Saul, but anevil Spirit comes upon him, 2 Chron 18. wiz 
I9, 20,2t, And the Lord ſaid who ſhall intice Ahab ? Wy, 
preſently :here came out 4 Sp rit and ſaid, 1 will intice | Wn 
him, and bea lying Spirit in the month of all his mo kn 
p | 


'# » 
vIdh, 


Signs of a Dyzng or Decaying Chriſtian, +57 
Job. 1. 6. There was a day when the Sons of God came 
to preſent themſelves before the Lord, and Satan came 


{oh alſo among them ; and ſo ſoon as Joſhua is ftanding be- 
04; fore the Angel of God, Satan is got at his right hand to 


J prox 


refeſt him. Now ignorance that there is a Legion, or 
yery many evil Spirits waiting all advantages and op- 


portunities to do us hurt, occaſions many to be ſecure 
4. where and when they have no cauſe, and ſo their 
feet come tobe inſnared in by-paths to their ſhame, 
t and forrow, letus therefore be fo ſtadious in Scrip- 


ture, as to ſay in truth with the holy Apoſlile, 2 Cor. 


i 2. 10, II. To Whom ye forgive any thing, 1 forgive al- 


: 
ful t 


ſo, leſt Satan ſhould get an advantage of us , for we are 
zot =m_— of his devices. : Clearly noting, how care- 

is good man was to keep the tempter at greateſt 
diſtance, while perſons are not ſenſible that they are 
continually attended with wicked Spirits, that ſeek to 
enſnare them, by drawing them aſide from God, they 


| ſhall be the oftner captivated, and ſo in their ſpiritual 


eltate in great danger to þ: ſpoiled , 1hex the unclean 


' Spirit 3s gone out of a man, he walketh through arie pla- 


ces, ſeeking reſt, and findeth none ; then he returns to his 
boſe. | or heart] frons whence he came out, and finding 


| it empty, ſwept , that is, deſtitute of the good Spirits 


company , then goeth he and takes with him ſeven more 
wicked Spirits than himſelf , and enters in, and dwells 
there, Mat. 12.43, 44. Hence it is clear that evil Spi- 
rits both wait advantages, and take them where they 
find ſuitable jubjeRs to be gaining upon. Bur 1 paſs 


this, and come to thelaſt Calamity which negligence 


brings. : 
Sixthly, It makes you ignorant that you may hin- 


. derGods holy Spirit from working any effeual good 
4 . upon you, This. may poſlily ſeem {irange to ſome, 


that the good purpoſes of Gods good Spirit upon any 
OY Ret may 
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may be by them hindered ; but if ic be conſidered Wks 
well, it need not be ſtrange, for if the workings of the jw 3 


| 


holy Spirit were unreſiſtable, then few if any could be x 
ungodly ; irſtrove much with the old World, and yer 
they were not worthy to be ſaved from the Deluge, 9? 
and ſtriving need not be where there can be no refiſt- 
ing. Again the holy Spiric was much grieved with 9 
Tſraels {tubbornnes, teſtifying againſt them many years, ® 
Neh. 9. yet would they nor give year, how couldir {! 
be ſaid che Spirit grieved at their withſtanding, if they whe " 
could not withſtand ? T zr# ye at my reproof, and 1 will 
pour out my Spirit upon you, and make known my ry 
words unto you , but ye have ſet at nonght all my conn. | eu 
fel, and would none of my reproof : In all their affiition aly ones 
he was affifted, andthe Angel of his preſence ſaved them, I \acy 
but they rebelled and vexed his holy Spirit ; therefore {the 
{mark that) he was turned to be their enemy. Now if kurth, 
the workings and ftrivings of the- holy Spirit , were ited, x 
unreſiſtable , certainly 7ſrae/ with whom it ſo ſtrove, offering 
being ſo bemoaned of Ged for their rebellion , nei- wiyof 
ther could nor would have ſo withſtood bim. How i Sci 
ſhall 1 give thee npO Ephraim ? How ſhall I deliver thee yp tor 
O Iſrael? how ſhall 1 make thee as Adma or Zeboim ? Wor 
my heart is hot within me, my repentings are kindled toge- ajal 
ther : Would ic not be blaſphemy co ſay, that Gods iwl, the 
thus bemoanins was notreal? it isalcogether certain, Kula( 
char the very heart of Gudis fer out in theſe expreſ- 
ſions. Y 
But before I conclude this Sign, I ſhall, God aſliſt- vi 
ins, take libercy to ſpeak a little to the bleſſed privi- | 
ledge of ſuch as have the Holy Scripture, and how | 
good it is they knew the worth of this Priviledge; ' 
for a Jewel is not valued by the ignoranc at its worth, thay, 
though there be great and real worth in the Scrip- thy 


tures, yet to the: depravedunderſtanding they are " Web 
ed: 


Iſtian, Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 5.9 
conhide ed ; And what Nation is ſo great (faith good Aoſes) 
Is oft that hath Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous as all 
ly coulll this Law which I ſet before you this day. The holy 
' and) Scriptures, ſaith a good man, are the Inditement of 
e Dely the Holy Ghoſt, full of infinite wiſdom and eloquence, 
nore containing in them the very heart of God; They are 
ved ni the Saints Counſellors and Comforters in the Houſe 
"anyye of their Pilgrimage : Therefore it is not only our 
w coul duty to yead them, bur our great Priviledge and yn- 
Ig ifth ſpeakable happineſs that we have them to 7read. Better 
ard I) faith one want the Light of the $#» than the /ighr of 
known | the holy Scriptures. Who ever told the world that our 
L myaa Lord Feſus Chriſt died for ſinners, yea the worſt of 
;r affis ungodly ones bur the Scriptares, It is not thac ſome 
avedth fondly fancy of a light within, that ever did or could 
; ther lead, to the certain belief, that there was one Jeſus of 
Not Nazareth, a man approved of God , mighty in word 
rit, x and deed, rakenby wicked hands and ſlain, or made 
ſo fin an offering for (in. The Loyd hath 1aid upon him the 
lion, 1 in:quity of #s aH. As one worthily hath ſ:id you have 
im, & in the Scripture matter for every condition, there is 
/;veri healing for the wounded, wiſdom for the fooliſh , 
Zeka ſtrength for the weak, ſight for the blind, feet for the 
d:dy 1ame, yea help in all conditions for the helpleſs 2 In 
chat a word , there is Phyſick ro be had for the diſcaſed 
r cen; ſoul, anda Cordial for the fainting ſoul , Had nt thy 
ſe ext Law been my Counſellor, 7 bad then periſhed in my affti- 
(ton, how ſweet are thy words to my taſte , yea ſweeter 

od ah than honey tomy month, more to be deſired are they than 
4 mi gola, yea than much fine gold. Moreover by them is thy 
andly ſervant Warned, and in keeping thereof is great reward, 
rivilel Pſa. 19. 10. 119. 72. 103. Now this will moſt evi- 
is wort 4Ently appear to be a bleſſed priviledge, if we do but 
, &j . con[ider the conſequence of Scripture Ignorance, My 
vare ff People are deſtrojed for want of knowledge, yeerre (ſaich 
EE our 
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our Lord Jeſus) nor knowing the Scriptures. Under- 
ſtandeſt thow what thou readeſt, Search the Scriptures 
for in them ye think to have eternal life, and they are they *. 
that teſtifie of me. And he opened their underſtandings, 
chat they might underitand the Scriptures, We have 

a bleſſed Story in the 11.0f As 24. 28. of a certain ', * 
Jew named ApolÞos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent 
man and mighty in the Scriptares , for he mightily 
convinced the Jews , and that publickly ſhewing by | 
the Scriptures, that Jeſus was the Chriſt , ſo thatthe 
holy Apoſtle St, Pax! faith, for whatſoever things were 
written aforetimes were written for our learning, that * 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 


might have hope. The like Teſtimony we have in Ti * 


thy, the ſecond Bpiltle, and che third Chapter, and **e 
the 16, and the 17 verles : All Scriptare © given by the xr 


inſpiration of God , and is proftable for doarine, y 
for reproof, for correQion, for inſtruQicn in riphte- ! 


ouſneſs : Wherefore is the Scripture thus given, (mark (to 
it warily) to this great end, that the man of God ue 
may be perfe&t, throughly furniſhed unto all good wdey 
works, [I his eſtezm had good ob, and good David | 
of the Scriptures, they were more to them than their 


neceſſary food yea, than thouſands of gold and ſilver ; nt 
theretore bleſſed is he thar readeth. and underſtandeth L"'T 
the ſayings of this bleſſed book. How may this ſharply Tr 
rebuke chat Atheiltical Spirit riſen 1n our dayes, that | 
' puts ſuch an undervaluing ſtyle upon the holy Scrip- 
tures, calling upon perſons to'go.ro the light within 
for lite, and telling them he is not here (meaning in 
the Scriptures) bur is riſen, that's a dead letter, thus 
undermining or pouring contempt upon the higheſt ig 
Bleſſing and Priviledge that ever the world had on Un 
this {ide the Lord of Life. Burt at the ſame time put tn 
a bigh value upon their own Atheiſtical Pamphlets : |, 
1 
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Uy, Do but read the Titles they give the one and the Title 
Ccriny they give the other , what is the Holy Scripture, a 

ar A DEAD LETTER, that is its name; A three 
andy and fixp-nny piece : W hat are their Pamphlets names, 
Web LOVE TO THE LOST, or a hand held forth 
a cer; to the helpleſs. 7he Ancient of dayes is come. The 
el —_— Reed of the Lerd : The Aorning watch : 
miohk Seven T hunders uttering their voices : A Meſſage ſent 
ewing forth from the riſen ſeed of God : The new Creation 
5 thai brought forth : Beams of eternal brightneſs : The Trum- 
lingsm Pet of the Lord ſounding forth : T he Braſen Serpent lifted 
ning #Þ : A Salntation from the breathings of life : A ter- 
Scri, der Viſitation of the Fathers love to all the ele& Chil. 
ve in! dren : Atrue light ſhining in Ezgland : The everlaſt- 
peer, 1" Rule born witneſs unto : The Banner of love : The 
-nhr. ſcattered Sheep ſought after : Joyful tydings to the 
do#n begotten of Godin all ; The everlaſting Goſpel of Re- 
n rig Pentance and remiſſion 'of ſins held forth ; A dore o- 
en, (n pened to the impriſoned ſeedin the World ; A gene- 
: off Fal Epilile to the Aﬀembly of the Firſt born ; The 
all g *rue and eyerlaſting Rule, &c. a 


D0d Ids 
than 6 


CHAP. 1X. 

ad i Shewing that an itching ear in Chriſtians after Noveltics, 
erſtad beſpeaks them decaying to godlineſs , with four Reme- 
his ſhe dies againſt it. | . 


; hj WW Hen you are mighty inquiſitive after 
git Novelties, or new things, rather than 
_ wholſome DoFrine. | 


he tu This Sign is .coo too common amongſt Profeſſors, 
1 ful and commonly. ariſeth from ſome diſlike that they 
. , Cake, becauſe things go not juſt as they will bave 
them , after the light of their own eyes, ſuch may 


a F | know 
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know themſelves, or at leaſt be known by their in. 
ſtability or running from one thing to another; as Fo kl 
lomon ſaith , given ro change, no longer contented gent0 
than while they are proſecunng ſome notion or other, yaodi 
_ that hath in it the face of new, and if with their no- ylngt 
tion they prove to be accepted, then perhaps quieted ge 
for a while, till ſome other new conceit take them, gel 

but if not accepted; then they ſwell ſo big, that the jeden 
bounds of the Church are too ſtrait to hold chem. And gunenl 
ſure from hence hath riſen the multitude of dividings 4 
In opinion, that now are on foot in our Land, men jyfy 4 
Srowing confidently conceited that they are in the ;gyGiu 
right, and no reaſon ſhall ſway them , bur if their nan 
offer be rejeRed, then preſently they make a ſchiſm, yyi 2 
and ſo ſtriving to get a party, crying out of great 1n- \yone 
jaſtice, as though truth were onely in them, and with ;, jy f 
itood becauſe their. Notion is withſtood, All this jv we 
while the great end of Church being, and Ordinances 16., 
apjointing (to wit edification) not ſo much as thoughty, 14, 
of, bur forgetting chat bleſſed rule of Chriſt Jeſus beſt}, 1, 
followers (who became all things to all men that they j, c:- 
might gain the more) drive on furiouſly, and come af 
what will come in the iſſue, all muſt preſently be q: 


they {ce,or elſe chey will be gone; whereas God knows b doark! 
if they were narrowly looked into, they would be ftenled 


found of che ſimple that are apt to believe every word, hs 
while the prudent looks well ro his goings, nor haſty y 3 
ro. receive, nor haſty to torgo what he hath already 
received. "oO 
| By this I would not be underſtood to palliate men, 
who count others giddy-headed for leaving an old 
Romiſh form, when by God they are ochecwiſe per- ; 
ſ{waded, light breaking in, and truth being made ma- i 
riiteſt ; bur rather indeed would by this pive ſuch to |, 
underſtand , that the drift of what is here ny " | 
att | 


fbiax Srons of A Dying or Decaying (6 briſti an. 6 3 
Ot! Bath reſpect to ſuch as in a right conſticuted Churth 
) #| cannot be contented ; not in the leaſt encouraging a- 
ay ny others to be contented with falſe ſettlement, igno- 
* oY rantly concluding, that if they change , it will be to 
pw ſomething new and not true. Men may change, bur . 
6 TR 5+ muſt be for the better , yer how apt are perſons to 
© it y,e affeted with changes, that they will change chough 

Ss Wat it be for the worlt : Ar ſuch ſort of people my drifc ts, ic 
ou. being an evil that the Scripture is not wanting to tell 
| divik us of, Exed. 32.in thebeginning, z/hile Moſes is bat 
and, t abſent for a while from Iſrael, they cry to Aaron to make 
are Il! 2-2 mew Gods, ſaying, that theſe be thy Gods O Jſrael ;; 
burift in like manner, as you may read in Numb. 11, 6. com- 
a ſcl pared with 21. 5. Gods own appointment that ohce 
df grez was welcome to them, now they loach it, while it re- 
, andy mains the ſame from Gods own continued inſticurior; 
All yet they were a weary of ir, calling it ligtit bread: 
Ordin An anſertled people taken with new things becauſe 


1cr 


as tha new, and a weary of this though true bread. The Au- 
ſt Je! thor to the Hebrews, chap. 13.8, 9 ſecins to rebuke 
n thitl ſych a ſpirit as this, Zeſns Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to 


anda day, and for ever , Be not carried away with divers and 
ntly ſtrange Doftrines : clearly noting, that they were rea- 
din gy to hearken after ſomething or other that would 
7. woll have tended to their ſubverting ; Thar we henceforth 
very be no more Children toſſed too and fro, and carried about 
not 8 wirh every wind of dettrine, (note that) by the ſlight of 
ath all 2yen , and cunning craftineſs , whereby they lie in wait 
* Fo deceive; but growing up into himin all things, which 
alliate® 3s che head even Chriſt. All which premiſed beſpeaks 
Ing 4' Profeſſors care to be how they may ſtand wnmovedble; 
erik} abiding, and abounding in the way of the Lord, and not 
 madel To be ſoon moved in their minds from their Nanding,; 
ve 9 becauſe of ſome new ſpirit that ſeems to proffer it 
jointed ſelf, 
L F As 
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As a belp therefore againſt this decay , I would : 
humbly offer chree or four directions, and fo conclude ; 


this Sign: 


That you would pray often for Gods leading before. - 
ou take upon his Profeſſion ; Religion is a holy tye or ;4, 


and-mark,a ſerring bounds to a mans wayes, ſquaring 


them by, and ordering them according to the written 


Word of God : Take away the Scriptures, and you 
take away Religions viſible Rule : When the que- 
ſtion was propounded by what means may a young 
man cleanſe his way, it was anſwered in the ſame 
ſpirit, By taking heed thereto according to thy 


be on them : It is a bleſſed Antidote againſt that 
ſpirit of diſtraction that attends many in being fo 
curious and inquiſitive after Novelties (that they 
run hither and chither like Noahs Dove, reſting no 


bliſh them in his trach ; when God leads the Soul af. }: ; of 


ter himſelf, he openeth the #»derſtanding, and greatens 
the deſire after the good things to come, and this 
leflens the delire after thoſe fading good things preſent, 
that our hearts may be ſtabliſhed with grace, and not 


with meat, that is, with the valuable worth of what is | 


durable, and not to be taken up with what at its beſt 
ſtate is alcogether vaziry. O Chriſtians! be often 
therefore upon your kxees with God, that he would or: 
der your ſteps according to his word ; make good 
Dav:d your Pattern for this, P/al. 119 34. Give me 
underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy Law, yea, I ſhall ob- 


ſerve it with my whole heart. 


+ 
4 
[4 


i 


h 


| 


2, As well hear and duly conſider what can be faid | 


againſt what you are about to receive, as what can be |, 


laid for it. This will but tend to your {trengrhening 


29 what is truth : Our Ape is an inquiſitive Age; 


many 


4 : ine 
& Fu 


1114»: 


Word. As many as walk according to this Rule peace rj 
T1 

- the 
where) to pray often that God would ſettle and fla- | þ | 


a YL 
vrſt « 


do 
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many run toandfro; that knowledpe is encreafſt and 
in the mouth of Babes : God doth ordain praiſe . 
therefore the World is now nearer to its end, and Sa- 
thans malice growing more 2s his time groweth ſhorter; 
; ſo that now he doth transform himſelf into an Angel 
of light, and hath his Agents at work, to cauſe, if poſ- 
ſible, many perſons to ſtumble and fail by beins too 
ſodainly taken with what comes in their way, thar is, 
neither duely weighing for nor againſt , like our Pro- 
verb, Early ripe, and early rotten, that is, taken with a 
new thing, becauſe new, without pondering how far 
true; if a man fall in truchs way, and cloſe there, it 
doth not commend the nobleneſs of his wiſdom , 
though truth be taken, if he fell in with it upon too 
zonoble tearms, What makes ſo many in our dayes 
fulff{ the Apoſtles words, Gal. 1.6. 1 marvel that you 
' are ſo ſoon removed from him that called you into the 
 wrace of Chriſt to another Cape What is the matter e 
Did you not fully conſider what a valuable truth you 
at firſt made your choice? When any one heareth the 
word of the Kingdom , and underſtandeth it not, that 
is in the extent, or to its worth, ſeeth nor that Jewe! 
init that would make any ſinner /e/ al for its price ; 
ſach are quickly offended, and ſo ſoon turned alide , 
and yet atthe firſt heard the word, and with joy re- 
ceivedir; but rain deſcended, floods came , and the 
winds of perſecution blew upon them, ſo that by and 
by, or in a ſhort ſpace they are offended, and turn 
aſide : Now the Spirits counſel is expreſs that we prove 
all thixgs , and then hold faft that which is g00d. He 
that goes to build, and conſiders not the coſt, whether 
he have ſufficient to finiſh, may meer wich thar Goſpe! 
Proverb : This man began ro build, bur wasnor able 
to finiſh; this makes ſo many coo early eſpouſed in a 
marriage tye turn extravagant; they conſider not rhe 

T2 charge 
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charge of a Family, the loſs of children, the coſt of j# 
{ickne(de, the thouſands of neceffities that a domeſtick 


Nate would call for beyond a fingle life : Thus the pil 
burden grows too heavy, being not from forewarn'd 


fore-arm'd, whilſt he that tried all things conſidered {itt 
the colt, counted up beforchand what hath hapned, had 'jJÞ 
made it his free choice, takes up his croſs, like the | 
g00d Mother quickly reconciled with a morning ſmile 
from her dear Babe, as a ſufficient compenſation for 

the laſt nights toy]. 

3. Be carecfal that you be able to warrant every 
principle of your praQtice, at leaſt by two or more 
Texts of Scripture. Let (faith the holy Apoſile Paul) i 
the word of God dwell in you richly, teaching and : 
admoniſhing dne another. Experience may be cloud- 
ed, Conſcience may be ſeared, Heart may be hardened, | 
underſtanding blinded ; bur ſtill che Law is light, the 
Word of God abideth for ever. Our bleſſed Lord that 
wanted not other arguments to damp the Tempter, 
beſides the Scriptures, yet becauſe that is a ſure 
and infallible teſtimony , he flyes thither for wea- ji 
pons to encounter Satan withall,ſtill replying, It 3s writ- | 
ren, 5t 65 Written, it is written, att. 4. 4-7. 10. the ; 
{ime reply to three great and ſeveral temptations plain= 
ly teaching this to Chriſtians, as the ſureſt rule in the 
hour of temptation to fly unto. For this cauſe the 
holy Scriptures are rightly ſtil'd the Spirits Sword, 
Eph. 6. 17. and take the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the 
word of God. When the Diſciples hearts were heavy, 
and filled with ſorrow about Chriſts Paſſion, how 
doth he ſeek to comfort and ſtrengthen them , (but 
wick this Cordial) thus it is written, and thas it behoved 
Chrift to ſuffer and to riſe again the third day. In like 
manner, when our Lord was betrayed, and could have 


calied to his help more than twelve Legions of _— 
tac 
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4 (that is 6000 foot and 660 horſe after the Remar Ac- 
Thus U count) a ſtrength much more than they that took him , 

t 1 have reſcued him , preſently takes ſanRuary here, 

"Ali 172.26. 54. But how then mult the Scriptures be ſul- 
nlidey filled, that thus it muſt be. Oblefled Pactern to write 
=> by in all things thus to ſay ; thus faith che word of 
ell the Lord , this Scripture tells me, that 1 am a great 

ig i ſinner, . one of the worſt of finners, and that except I 
ation þ repent I ſhall periſh for ever. Iris the word 0: God 

that calls me to believe on the Son of God, in whom 
ae 5; the life of the World , and he that believeth andis 
or h:ptized ſhall be ſaved : It is the Word of God tells 


le Pai me, frrait is the gate, and narrow is the way that lead- 


> eth unto life, and he that doth not take up his Cr:fs 
' and follow Chriſt , cannot be his Diſciple, it is this 
Word commands me not onely ro love God and my 
Brother, but to love my enemies that do me hurt, and 
though this go greatly againſt rhe grain of my ſpirit, 


to do pood to them that doeevil ro me, to give him 
bread in his ſtrait, that denied me bread in my ſtrait ; 

| bur this muſt Ido that the Scriprares might be fulfilled - 
Bleſs them that curſe yon, pray for them that deſpitefully 

L zſe you and perſecute you. Oh! this is a hard Leſſon 
were it not thus wricten ; it is Gods Word, and it is 
God that makes it an eaFe Word to me : my proud 
heart never would nor could ſtoop to this , did not his 

| blefled Word command me fo. Thus Chriſtians in all 
;f your ſervices let the Word of God po before you, let 

| .1T be your Pillr of Cloud by day, and your Pillar of 
Fire by night, Namb. 9. 22. when the Cloud reſted 
Iſrael reſted, whether it were two dayes, a moneth, 

or a year, that the Cloud tarried upon the Taberna- 

cle, the Children of Iſrael. abode in their Tents and 

jk& journzd not, but when it was taken up they journied. 
{| Th's will make you like the good Builder that digged 

; v4 deep, 


= 
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deep , and laid his Feardation upon a £ock, ſo the : io 
rain, wind, and the flouds came, and beat upon this | np! 
Houſe, bur it fell not, becauſe it was founded upon the F*%: 
Ford of God. rg 
 Fourtbly and laſtly, Would yon be delivered from rept” 
this dying ſign of being mighty inquiſitive after new jo 
things rather chan wholſome doarine, then labour as rn 
far as you are knowers to be deers. Negligence here au 
provoketh God to ſuffer a Spirit of error and deep ſleep 8% 
ro fall upon many - To know is a bleſfling, if accom- g, ola 
panied with the end wherefore kxowledge was piven; CL 
namely to doe, but is a woe when alone; If you know jokifb 
theſe things happy are je if ye do them. Now I know that qilalg 
rhou loveſt me, before this tryal thou calledſt me 
Lord God Almighty, and gaveſt me good words, and |, 
ſfaid{t I ſhould be thy God, and thou wouldeſt love wu gi 
me, and fear me , but now I know that thou fearelt *\nw 
me, thou haſt given a large proof ofit in this, that 4 
thou haſt not withheld thy Son, thy only Son J/aac, 
whom thou loveſt, from me, but didſt at my word |} 
take the Lad, the Son of the Promiſe and of thy YY# 
great affection, and 1:idt him upon the A'tar, 
and did{t ftretch forth thine hand , and tookeſt the - 
knife to ſlay bim for an offering to the Lord, This is 
not onely the ſafeſt wav to increaſe in knowledge, but | 
it is a ſure way co have knowledge fanQified, then 
doth God bleſs our little talent of knowledge with in- 
creaſe, and with comfort, when we put chart little 1nto | Qs 
praQtife. If you know that the ſtate of ſuch and ſuch 
of Gods Children are thirſty, naked, ſich , and in priſon, \ 
and be as zvcoxcerned for them as was Ifrael of old for * 
their Brethren in Captivity, it wiil bring upon youthe 
like woe. Woe faith the Spirit to chem that are at 
eaſe in Sion, Amos 6 6. that drink wine in Bowls, and 
anoint themſelves with chief ointment, but are not 
tread en ndig:rathct orieyed 


ts, Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 6g 
, boy orieved for the afflifctions of Foſeph : Such ſhall goe 
2pon 0 captive with the firſt chat goe captive, they ſhall be; 
Wot when God begins to reckon as ſingular in the puniſh- 

ment, as they were in the ſin. Oh that this may be of 
red fh_ uſe to all, thus far, that they would cry after knowledg, 
fter and lift up their voice for underſtanding; but withal 
abou to remember the bleſſing 1s not here ; This work is 
nce it jimperfe&, and will nor profit till its fellow be added 
dr to it, Fam.1-25. Bat who ſo locketh into the perfeft Law 
t acc of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
is git hearer but a doer of the work, (mark that) this man ſhall 
Jou tk be bleſt in his deed.. Conſider what you read, and the 


= bleſſing of God goe along with it, Amen. 


ords, CHAP. X, | 
deſth Proving us dying to Chriſt, when others ſinnings are not 
Ju fex o#r ſorrowings ; with two Remedies againft this De- 


Cay. 
| SIGN X. 
Hen you can bear of foul miſcarriages 


in others, with little or no heart re- 

nu 220rſe. | 
| That is, When the knowledg of others ſinning 
proves not thy forrowing; where the name and ho- 
nour of God lies near a heart, a deep wound muſt 
needs come at the tydings of miſcarriage, and by this 
moſt certainly may a growing or declining Chriſtian be 
read , and read himſelf if heeded ; for anſwerable to 
| the ſpiritual ſenſe or feeling of things, will their be- 
pk Haviour be. A man that is wounded in his body, is 
more or leſs aſtoniſhed art it, and amazed by it, as he 
more or leſs retains his ſenſes; want whereof leſſens 
not the wound, it rather ſhews the danger of ſach to 
be the greater : Three or four things conſidered muſt 
needs declare, and proye ſuch Chriſtians not only dy- 
F 4. ins 
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ing but near dead, as can hear of others ſinning, and Ys 


by no means they themſelyes roucht with ſorrowing. 

Firſt, the great diſhonour that ſin brings to God, 
the ſin of no people diſhonours God ſo much as the 
fin of Profeſſors. Tow have 1 known of all the Families 
of the earth, therefore I wil. puniſh you for all your ini- 
gquitics, AMOS 3. 2. 


Secondly , the great reproach it brings upon the ns 


Goſpel; A man that never profeſt any thing better 


than making it his Tradeto ſin, though his eſtate be. ##; 


miſerable, yet he profeſſes not better; but for ſachas ) 
rake-upon them the name or profeſlion of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
and not depart from, or again turn to iniquity, pro. ; 


vokes the enemies of God to blaſpheme, 1 Sam. % 


$36: : 
* Thirdly, The lamentab'e miſery that ſuch bring 
upon themſelves ; There is more hope of one that : 


never madeany profeſſion, the ſin of this is next door jnikr 


to impoſlibility of redemption from final hardening, 7: | 
had been better th:y had never known the Way of truth, 
thap after depart from the holy commandment, 2.Pet.21. | 
4. The evil world by ſeeing ſuch fin , are not onely 
tempted to remain in their {inful ſtate, bur to glory : 


init; for they may think they do but fin, and fcrve, wn 


and pleaſe themſelves ; and if Profeſſors ſo do, why 
may not they? Thus the Devil ſecretly laughs at 
them, and openly gets advantage by them ; Where- 
fore the fin of the young men was very great before the 
Lord, for men abhorred the effering of the Loyd. Elies 
Sons that were inthe Prieſt-hood are ſingled out with 
marks of Gods diſpleaſure, as ſinners of a deep dye, 
1nſomuch that want of fuirable indignation againſt 
them for thejr evil in cheir Father £15, who in other 
things was a good man, brings upon him that, that 
makes the ears of all .7/7ae} that heard of it to tingle, 

MA Rt En pe EE 
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DU 1 Sam. 2 3, 4+ What a plague was brought upon 
ty thoſe that did evil before the Lord in Aoſes time? 
to Oo twenty four thouſand ſlain till Phizeas 1n his zeal to 
! 8 the Lord ſtood up and made an atronement, Numb. 
Fani 25. Itis without all queſtion , that the Nations round 
J*% 2bout, were as to the a& more wicked and abomina- 
ble, asto the ſame and ſuch like wickedneſs ; yet we 

Pont qo not read of ſuch ſeverity in God toward them, as 
8 det co thoſe his own people that had ſeen his miracles, and 
ellatel his wonders ; were it not that I feared the wrath of the 
r fac enemic, leſt their adverſaries ſhould behave them. 
Uh ſelves ſtrangely, and ſay our hand is high, and the Lord 
ty, Þ hath not done this, I would ſcatter my people among 
I 4a the Nations, but for tempting the wicked to do more 

| wickedly : Gods ſeverity ſhould be ſet out againſt his 

ch dz own people in bitter charaRers ; this muſt needs ren- 
one tt der ſuch very much dying to Chriſt, that can hear of 
exta foul miſcarriages in other Profeſſors, and not them- 
eniny! ſelves taken with horrour and aſtoniſhment, 1y 
of tm bowels , my bowels, I am pained at my heart , becanſe 
. Pet tow haſt heard, Oh my ſoul in Feruſalem, th: ſound 
jot-or cf the T rumpet, the Alarm of War; ſet a mark, upon 
to gr the fore-heads of the men that ſigh and weep for the abo- 
id ſen minations that are done in the middef# thereof, Ezekiel 
do, mn 9- 4. 1 will gather them that are ſorrowful for the ſolenm 
auphi aſſemblies, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it is 
. Win 4 burthen, Zeph. 3.18, Deth not the Scripture with 
ef: One conſent deſcribe the growing and declining Chri- 
4, F ſtian by this very mark? the one is ſorrowful, the 0- 
out it ther mourns not; it is reported there is fornication a- 
eep dj monglt you, 1 Cor,5. and you arepuffed up, and have 
z agus Not rather mourned : clearly noting, that this was 
in oof None of their vertues, bur indeed an evident coken of 
ze, th ſpiritual loſs in them, the contrary being ſo honoura- 


ytins Þle in Gods account, viz. a ſorrowful ſpirit at others 
156 | miſdoinss , 
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miſdoings plainly proving ; that if a wanting a certain [gi 
charaQer of great decay : I ſhall come now to offer 
briefly ſome Cauſes of this ſpiritual decay, and ſome 
Remedies to remove or prevent it, and ſa conclude 
this Sign. 
 Firlt , want of zeal, that burning ſhining Grace, 
which when accompanied with judgment, cannot bear 
to ſee or hear of Miſcariages in others, without per- 
ſonz] horror; As ſor as Moſes camenigh the Camp, 
and ſaw theCalf,, and dancing that was there, his anger 
waxed hot, and he took the Calf Which they had made, 
and burnt it with fire, ground it to powadcrr, Ex0d. 32. 
<0 Phineas in his zeal to th:Lord, when he ſaw the 
evils that were committed in the Camp, aroſe and 
flew both the man and the woman, and fo the plague 
was ſtaid. | 

But ſecondly , want of becoming love to others 6 
ternal welfare, is a cauſe of our not ſorrowings art their 


finnings; that good man Peremiah, chap. 13. 17, If 's, 


rhey will not hear, (but perfiit in their evil way) his 
foul ſhall weep in ſecret places for their pride. See this | 
alſo in Jeſus Chriſt , that had ſuch love to periſhing | 
Teruſalem, T hat when he was come near and beheld the 
City, he wept over it, Luke 19.41. 

As Remedies againſt this decay , Firld, conſider 
what a wide breach it makes in our ſpiritual Rate, and 
whither in a little time, it will bring us; Repent, o | 
elſe 1 will come unto thee quickly, and will fight againf 
them With the ſword of my month, Revel. 2. 19. | 

Secondly, Jn order to removing this, do as men do 
that have a deſperate mortal diſeaſe prowing upon 
them, if nor ſpeedily remedied ; how will they g0 
and run, pray and pay, leave no ſtone unturned, no 
means unattempted? 

Eyen in like ſort muſt ſpiritual diſeaſes be looked | « 

EI w - 
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3 LUfttyy ar and laboured with. Good Nehemiah when he did 
V to off bat hear of the Aflictions that his brethren for their 
and foy fin were brought into, it wounds his heart, chap. 1. 4. 
) COndnk Ang it came to paſs when 7 heard theſe words, that I ſat 
| down and wipt, and mourned and faſted certain dayes, 
bB Grg and prayed before the God of heaven. Canſt thou, my 
anno Chriſtian Brother, hear of foul miſcarriages in others, 
thous with lictle or no beart remorſe ? Art thou as it were 
the Ca unconcerned ; Doth not others ſinning prove thy 
e, bay wounding ; far from thy heart is this conlideration ; 
had ny How greatly is God diſhonoured , and the ſoul of this 
Exod. y poor creature endangered and the Enemies of God 
le fan 4 encouraged to continue in their impenitent e- 
aroſe z ſtate. 
 thejky Who that believerh in good earneſt that there is a 
ſtate where the worm ſhall never dic, and fire never go 
0 Other out, chat can behold any going towards this eſtate polt 
Io arty haſte, as it were, and not be like minded to Chriſt Je- 
13.17,- ſus, who when he was come near poor 7eruſalem, he 
| way)i beheld rhe City and wept over it, becauſe they knew not 
. Set the ſad Calamity thac was coming upon them. Doth 
0 penilt it not invite pitty to behold our friend crying out with 
14 belelt| bitter cries in a Feaver fit, or fir of the Stone or Collick, 
yea to behold him upon a Rack, broken with a W heel, 
;, colt ſawn aſunder, drawn limb from limb with wild Hor- 
pl ſat; fes, ſtarved to death with pining hunger, like the Ca- 
, Rom, lamity of 7er»/alem, where the hands of the pitiful wo- 
fig 4s men took and boyled in a pot their tender Children, 
19, They were th:ir meat in the day of Famine. Oh ! how 
(025m 8baſtly its rhis to think on, much more to behold, who 
ming 4 can refrain from bitter weeping to hear and behold 
ill tg; ſuch doleful cries : but what is this ro He2, there is 
incurred; death in death, pain perpetually , it is not Hell onely 
becauſe the greateſt of miſery, and pain, and torment 
« ps dwells there, but becauſe it is for ever and ever. T here- 


fore 
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fore in beholding or hearingof others miſcariages, ws 
are to look upon them through that clear glaſs of a [iff 
Goſpel-like ſpirit, that fets every aRtionin its own tz. | 
tion, and then it will cell us, to mifcarry in a matter 
of cternity is for nature #tolerable, for duration erep. |WfF 
zal, and ſo the loſs jrreparable : My bowels, my bowel, | 
1 am paincd at my very heart , my heart maketh a miſe 
in me, Icannot hold my peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, Vt 
 O my ſoul, the ſound of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War, 
Fer. 4 19. But I ſhall leave this alfo to conſideration, |! 
and paſs to the eleaventh Sign of decay in godlineſs. 


CHAP. &L 


Shewing that unſavoury talking among Chriſtians when 
they meet , proves them earthly minded , with thre 
Canſes of this Decay ,, And twelve queſtions to be 
asked whin they meet together. 


SIGN XT. bath 


Her in your comings together , your w- \k eitf 


| ſual talk is not ſavoury and heavenly, 1 


UL 


' Upon various occaſions Chriſtians meet rogether; 
ſometimes with thoſe that are wringing their hands | 


I» 


for ſorrow ; ſometimes with thofe that are clapping | 
(as it were) their hands for J9y ; ſometimes at the 
Aſſembly, ſometimes at one anothers dwellings ; Now K 
all comings together Miniſter occaſion of talking, oþ l 
and will greatly evidence where moſt is cach others , Wie 
Treaſure, it being natural for perſons when they meet, | 


| 


by their voice to expreſs what is the workings of their din 
mind; And as the heart is more or leſs heaven-ward, |4« 
ſo certainly will their :alk bend more or leſs that way: 
Earthly-minded men when :ht'v meer, will be carry- | "mi 
ing on their trade, counting it matter of duty to pro- 
mate 
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alape, mote what lieth neareſt cheir hearrs; ſo thoſe thac 
Ir gl Wecay to ſpirituals, haviog begun to affe& themſelves 
ts omvich new Lovers, and fo loling the ſenſe they once 
[ 1n2 nad to the beſt things, maybe diſcerned now to have 
uratidn changed for the worſt, by their unſavoury and earch- 
þ hd talking; and how advantagious all meetings are to 
eth eghe promoting (whatſoever 1s deſigned) none is able 
hf zo expreſs, but ſuch as experimentally make a view 
larmeyofit, well conſidering , T hat evil communications cor- 
dnſiderairupe good manners; or leſſens a mans hold to the beſt 
podindthings, and when that precious time in Chriſtians 
' + meeting together is ſo ſpent , that its rather ſpilt like 
water upon the ground, ſuch leaving no favour of 
rifion ace behind them, mult needs arpue, that they are 
epi if not fallen from their ficlt love, beſides thie 
4 fon iſhonour done to God : great hath been the wrong 
ſuch have done both themſelves and their adherents, 
n publick or private aſſembling. | 
What more unpreparing the heart, and indiſpoling 
he affetion to the ſpiritual worſhipping of God, 
7, jurhan cither beforeband being in a carnal ſleepy po- 
heaygytare, or elſe in ſuch unſeaſonable, if not worſe? talk- 
3 gh (fome of their Farms, others of their Merchan- 
their baſe, ) nay perhaps back&b:ting and whiſperingly opening 
M fp infirmities of others, tothe ſowing prejudice in 
mes ae hearts of thoſe, chat through ignorance and 
eling;<akneſs incline to hear them ; whereas on the con- 
\ of tf Fary, ſuch whoſe minds are alwayes carrying about 
- ex< 91eh them the contemplating of Gods end, in giving 
ntheps2Pporrunity after opportunity , put themſelves with 
king of<mbling care into ſuch imployment (of ſtil! getting - 
bearer” doing good) as may obtain from their gracious God, 
c g.be approbation of redeeming time : See that good 
oy eANehemiahs praftiſe for this, he no ſooner meets Ha- 
y;u 1/1497, (but what?) 7 acked concerning the Jews that had 
eſcaped, 
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eſcaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning N oo 
Zeruſalem ; he is inquiring preſently, how ir fared with F E 
the people of God, and Jeruſalem the City of David, |*.s. 
and place of his Fathers Sepulcher , and ful near his ped! 
heart their welfare lay , as appears by his hearty af. hey 
fetion and affliction at the evil tydings, Chap. 1. 4: x | 
And it came to paſs , when I heard theſe Woras, that | + hat 
fate down and wept, and moxwrucd certain dayes, and fa. ic ba 
fted and prayed before the Lord God of heaven. 1 ſhall ||, 
add another Text, and then proceed to the cauſes of wich 
this Decay, al. 3-16..T hen they that feared the Lord |", © 
ſpake often one ts another (bur their ralking was ſo ſavoy. 
ry and ſo heavenly) that the Lord hearkned and heard F 
zt, (yea) and @ book of remembrance was written before 1 | 
him, for them that feared the Lord, and thought upw ©. 
his Name. | fo 
In time of War, when the ſword cuts off by thou. 
ſands in a day, is there not great wringing of hands for "9 
ſorrow, when the report is come to our knowledge, > 
that the mighty are fallen in the gate, ſuch a Father, "or 
ſuch a Husband, ſuch a Son, fuch a Brother ? is not this | Ol; 
our talk wherever we come ? may not our trouble be *J® 
read in every countenance, as good Nehemiahs was, |, 
when his heart was filled with ſorrow , bis counte- 
nance was ſo ſad that it couid not be hid from the 
King : Had we rot a doleful inftance of this in the 
time of Zongon's late Fire and Plague 2 were not thoſe '®? 
doleful times the ſubje of all our talk, both ro Gol "Wt 
and man? in all our aſſemblings together, whar a ftroke 
did it carry upon our hearts? How was our Pen em- | Wt 
ployed to fend about this dreadtul rydings , that fo ; Mt 
famous a City ſhould i» three dayes be brought down |" 
to the duſt, and more than ſeaventy thouſand of its In- | *\ 
babitants carried as captives to their /ong home ? Oh! I. 
tne bitter cries in the Eyening, with which _ |" 
L 
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d con; fill ſhut up our doors, Bring out your dead, Bring ont 
it fareqy yow7 dead, whoſe hearts were not afteRed rhen, whoſe 
7 of p, looks were not dejeRted, whoſe tongues were not im- 
ful nex ployed when we met together, to be talking as in Foels 
Is hear time, they were commanded to tell rheir Children, 
Chy,; and their Children commanded fo tell their Children 
zorde, 1 £0 another generation : That which the Palmer worm 
res, ay; left hath the Locuſt eaten, that which the Locult left 
ven, 1{thart bath che Canker-worm eaten ; that which the 
le ck Canker-worm hath left hath the Caterpillar eaten; that 
red th Which our Sword left did the Fire waſte , and rhac 
as fofy Which the Fire left did the P/agne ſweep away, both 
4 and, perſons and ſubſtance alſo, Now theſe dreadful ſftroaks 
rites being ſtroaks void of pitty, ſparing none, the old man 
bought 1 Of he that ſtooped with age, nor yet the man of full 
firength, nor yet the babe of dayes, itleft the MMorher 
'f by 4 withour Child, it left the lictle one without a /orher - 
if hag From hence this became our talk whetherſoever we 
knowl WEPT , It was our burden and ſongart Feaſting or Fa- 
ha fy ting, the beginning and cloſe of every Meeting. 
> is not Oh! whats the matter Chriſtians when you meer, 
rrootþ ©DAT yOur talk is ſo unfavoury, or leſs ſayoury than this 
9:41 Was In its day; is not your day much more a needful 
bs im 2a, to have all its meetings in all the ſpaces thereof 
+4 frog filed with ſavoury and heavenly talking, where ever 
this ix YOU $0» 4 Sword, a Plague, a Fire, a Famine attends 
ws not} YOU) yea theſe in their perfeRion in their higheſt di- 
och ol menſion. No loſs like your loſs, if you miſs the bleſſed 
hat aff end of aſſembling, and it be not accompanied with fa- 
ir ene Yun talking, of rhar City you are or ſhould be always 
© ke looking for, I ſhall cloſe this Sign with the Holy 
vi fl Ghoſts own words to the Epheſfian Church, Chap. 4. 
ifs! 29: (when ye meet together) ler no corrupt commu- 
4 mcation proceed out of your mouths, but that which 


* Gl ts good to the uſe of edifying, that it may Miniſter 
af Srace 
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grace to the hearers. Ask not your friend or brother | 


ot his welfare in the common unſenſible cuttome thar 
men generally do , but in asking, asK with ſuch a de. | 
portment, gracefulneſs, and gravity, that may preach | #16 
the weight of heaven upon thy heart, and let your. inte 
words be to this purpoſe; Ask him theſe twelve que: | 

ions, as God ſhall help briefly, but ask them all ja (# 
love. 1. Brother, are you alive for God? is your heart hi 
as warm now, you have been ſome years a Profeſſor, jp 


as it was in the day of your eſponſals? 2. Whatis be- |{lett, 
come of your Maſter fin? have you got the viRory o, |tte! 
ver it, doth it atall times, and in all conditions ſpeak, Junſi 
faintly? do you in truth oft loath that which once [in mr 
you did moſt love? 3. Hath the remembrance of | li 
Heaven and Hell a reverential preſence {till upon your 
heart? have you not loſt (are you ſure) that feeling 
of theſe two itates you once had; for it is a very hard 
work to keep alive this frame, and very eaſie to let it 
goe? 4, Is Cliſet prayer delighcful ro you till? areyou 
raviſht in ſecret Communion with God there ? doth |! 
your heart barn within you whilſt you are talking with 1: 
him? Fg. Doth the Croſs of Chriſt diſmay you yet |) 
or nay? how are you ina time of Proſperity ? doth 
i much /ift you xp? how are you ina time of Adver- | 
fity ? doth it caft you down much? doth not Chriftt 
Joke ſeem too heavy for you, can you chearfully ſay | 
ſtil}, Lord, thy will be done. it is the Lord, let him | 
do what ſeemeth him good? 6. What ſenſe have you 
of your #»doxe eſtate out of Chrift? do you {till feeling 
ly remember what a wile filthy polluted ftate you were | Wt 
in, when he firſt ſec his ve upon you? hath yout | aw 
ſoul, your unconverted eſtate ſtill in remembrance to 
ſelf-loathing, and is your ſoul ſtill kambled within you 
therefore, 7, Do you till believe you had been iD 
Hell long ago, had you had a reward according to w=_ 
WISER ALE ALLS work, 
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bro work, and doth this chought live in you, ſo as to make 
Me you thankful for every thing, {till in the worſt condi- 
Ki tion, becauſe you fay, it is mercy it is not Worſe, itis of 
YI the Lords mercy we are notin he//? 8, Doth the ſenſe 
lth of future good greaten in your eſleem ? have you as 
aiegq higha value of heavenly things as you had ar your firſt 
tend Conyerſion? and doth eſtimation of earrchly rhings grow 
'our lk. daily lefs and leſs? 9. Is your Conſcience tender (till, 
Poſh and doth every little glance to declenſ1on create figh- 
ſui} 3ng there, cannot conſcience charge you (are you ſure) 
Mn with the living in the om77ſion of any known dxty, or 
Is þ commiſſion of any known fin ? let me inlove beſcech you 
Iicha ſearch narrowly here. 10. Is your love to our Lord 
brat. eſo, his Ordinances, and People, as much or more 
pon q as it was In your eſpouſal dayes, or is it /e/5 ? be ſure 
at f& you be fairhful ro your own ſoul in this, 11. Is the 
very k great Lord God Almighty ſet before you all the day 
rok Jong? arc your apprehenſions of his omniſcient eye, 
I an Jach as that you can intruth ſay with good Feb, where 
ere? 4 Ever you go, Deth he net ſee my wayes ; and count my 
alkinon 20i2gs ? 12. Are you every day more or leſs think- 
y ym; ing of your /af# day, and that you are going ſhortly 
17 4 into the ſhades of eternity, and when you puc off your 
of 44 Cloathes at night , is it {till your meditation, that the 
not 4 Time 15 at hand when you can zever more put them 

Jeariu | ON. | | 
4 (x Now the cauſes of this decay, which being avoided, 
ſe han) f0ay alſo ſerve as Remedies againſt it, and they are 
qilfes; Free. | 

1 your Firſt, Long cuſtome to Chriſtian meetings. 

| abs Secondly, Unskilfulneſs in Goſpel Self-denial. 

ty JIhbirdly, Negligence to a plain duty. 

it , Firſt, Long cuſiome co Chriſtian Meetings ; though 
wſ- this be not in ic ſelf a cauſe, yet it may be eaſily ſo con- 
pf yerted ; for without a godly jealouſie overthe heart in 
"i ( often 
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often meeting with Chriſtians, the very cuſtome of it 
will by little and little, ſteal away that ſpiritual vigour, bu 
thac ought ro run in the veins of every one, wheree. il 
ver they are, to the making their meetins as much az jt 
 ispoſlible,ro Gods honour and their ſouls edifying; for þ 
cullome begets ſuch an aptneſs co any ſervice, that ex- 
cept the heart be ſlll examined , perſons will be in 
meetings togecher, very deſtirute both of ſuitable pre. 
paration, and anſwerable expeRation, and all through 
long cuſtom, for as in ſinning, it will take away in 
rime the conſcience of ſin; ſo in the beſt performas þ 
ces it will rob a man of that forehand care that ſhould kidine 1 
attend hita, unleſs he be much upon his watch, x ſome 
Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe is, Unskilfulnefs in one bd to 
great point of Chriſtianity ; viz, Goſpel ſelf-denial, adkof th 
which ſtands in a conforming the whole man to beal. gre 
wayes pleaſing and ſerving rhe Lord ; ſuch knowing) fir fror 
themſeives not to be their own, but bought with sjten we 
grice, and therefore wiether eating, drinking, talking fer one 
walking, to be doing allco the glory of God, whole hury, fla 
they are : Now unskilfylneſs herein, will be ſtill car-ffeeking 
rying on all affairs with much mixture , partly in de- har, cf 
ligaing the Lord, partly deſigning ſelf ; having nota the 
ſo learned to live upon anothers bottom, as the Gob {,, 15 
pe! grace of feif-denial teacheth, at. 16. 24, 25. 
Afark.6. 34,35- by which means many are ar a great| 
fhxnd how to ſpend this and that opportunity, and ( [kl] 
in{tead-of askins their fellow Chriſtian how he grow | 
or ſtznds 2ffcted to rhe beſt things, what remptatios |inhis 
2re upon h:m ? at what times be finds himſelf moſt wet then] x 
ard unable to reſiſt ? and whether often in cloſet prajtn, eu : 
Watchings, f eftings ? and What aſſt wrance he bath fron | Neayou 
fome (olid marks, whether he grows yea or nay ? and wk | ts wik 
v4 'ne he puts on fellowſhip with Ged, and enjoying the light | wi 
of his countenance? what all this is, and What its vo 
| When 
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Med. hen it ſpines, when its clouded ? but if inſtead of ſucti 
Qn"M Communings as theſe, time be vainly ſpent in hearing 
Wiz and telling ſome new thing, complaining rather of 
$* Mi hard times, than bard hearts, this and the other out- 
liffing ward loſs, inſtead of true loſing ; if the caſe be thus ic 
Un; muſt needs proclaim you dying Chriſtians; for thar 
Wk jn your comings together, your talk is not ſavoury 
able; and heavenly, 
all in Thirdly, A third Cauſe may be this, Negligence 
ie mi to a plain duty, Heb. 10. 24, 25. And let us confide# 
OW one another, to provoke to love, and to good works ;, not 
that forſaking the aſſembling of our ſetves together, as the man- 
all, wer of ſome is, but exhort one another daily , while it is 
Iels iti c4a/ſed to day ; (that is certainly, to be upon doing the 
ſell work of the day) and ſo much the more, as you ſee the 
Jantoh day approaching ; Clearly implying, that we ſhould be 
1 kn ſo far from negl-& to ſpiritual and profitable calking 
zebt x when we meet, that it ſhould be our care ſo to con- 
as, tat fider one another, wherein they begin to grow faizr, 
dd, LT 2yeary, flow, remiſs, and wanting, as to be provoking 
[|befil or - avg. wie ogy to perſwade and put forward ſuch 
parti to thar, chat they ought not to be backward in : This 
bawy was the Trade of Gods Children as you- may read, 
 asthel Ads. 15. 36. And ſome dajes after, Paul ſaid to Bar- 
16.4) #abas, Let us go again and viſit our Brethren, in every 
areati{ City where Wwe have preached the word of the Lord, and 
nity, 2, ſee how they do, Ats 18. 27. Who when he was come help- 
jomief ed them much, which had believed through grace. This 
at tmp Certainly is as true in Panland Barnabas, as in Apollo: 
if mf: Tet then I pray you, whar hath been ſaid in this Sign, 
ch{eþ ſerve for caution thus far, that you will all be caretul 
þ bd: When you feaſt, when you faſt, when you lic by your 
! a fire, walk by the way, lie down, riſe up , for che a= 
ts YOiding precious times miſpending, to be talking of 
SVT the Lord and his Laws: Conſider what you read, and 
- 1 Paſito the next, G2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL : 


Proving Unpreparedneſs to hear the Word of God, a ; 
fegn of dying to Chriſt , with three ſorts of hindrances, (y, 
which muſt be laid aſide; and What muſt be our work, in (f 
before Hearing, in Hearing, and after Hearing. | 


Her: you are ſo little prepared for the ſq. ; 
lemn Aſſemblies, that they come before | 


you think, of them, or long for them. bh: 
| When perſons ſuffer themſelves to be ſo taken up bs 
with common or worldly bufinefs, as that they leave 
no room for Solemn Prayer, and Preparation, to meet =y 
in Gods Ordinances at dayes appointed ; its an evident fl 
roken of little reverence beſetting the heart, and as I 
little conſideration who they are to meet : Now to /* ie 
come before the Zord in his Aſſembly , where he i f* ie 
wont to be, and hath promiſed to be, there doubtleſs fm 
remains a work upon us, to be done by us, by way | 
of Preparation, and that becauſe of Gods preſence be- [90 
io8 there, as inthe Temple, the Type of Gods Aﬀen- The, 
bly or Goſpel Church, Kings 1. 3. 9. 1 will put my. i, Bt 
Name there, my heart, ana my eyes, ſhall be there F IM, ul 
petrally ;, his power, preſence, and goodneſs ſhall be th 1g 
there, and he ever was, and is wont to meet his Pev- 2th; Ti 
ple there, T7 ell me O thou whons my ſoul Irveth , whert eb] 
thor feedeſt and makeſt thy flocks to reſt at - noon ; if thou pa 
knoweſt not, go thy way and feed thy Kids by the Shrp- Enrec 
berds Tents, Cant.1. Now that great preparation as t0 | nd}, 
this and char by way of duty ought to be, will appeat In 
b 


by what may follow ; want to prepare therefore mult | #1 
needs be a charaRer of ſpiritual decay ; and the rather Nig 
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34 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, | vg 
with Chap. 19. 3. There are good things fonnd in thee, " i, 
is that thou prepareſt thy heart to ſeek God. fifehl 
Thirdly, Before you go to hear, you mult lay afide be40' 
all ſuperfluity, 1 Pet. 2. 1. Fherefore laying aſide all fil. bly 
thineſs and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, receive with meek= K\,b 
neſs the ingrafted Word. Now 
There are three ſorts of Superfluities to be laid a. | Fil, 
ſide, which elſe will hinder you from profiting. Pet 3. 
Firſt, All choſe doubtful carping cares for the things ml med 
of this life, you are incident to, Mar. 13. 22. ark ale: 
PM poftable 
Secondly, You muſt lay afide all thoſe vexations þ, \%# 
frets of this life you are incident to, 7#dges 16. 16, 10 [4 
compared with 1 Sam. 1. 6, 7. [ ſhall 
Thirdly, You mult lay aſide all thoſe pleaſant plex |tustoal 
ſing pleaſures of this life you are incident to, Pſal. 45, ltott 
Io. 11. Allor any of theſe being carried with us, and Firlt, 
heeded by us, will ſo load us, that there will be no «, Sect 
room for the Word to profit, (\andif 
 Fourthly, When you come to hear, come with Favatio 
hungring and thirſting, ar. 5.6. P/al. 42. 1,2.  Firh, 
The ſecond Dire&tion as to Hearing is, what you |io. Th 
muſt do in the time of Hearing. od by 
Firſt, You muſt hear with reverence as Gods Em- vtlin 
baſſage, P/a/. 2. 11, compared with $9 7. God is \ulhar 
greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly of the Saints, andto anthey 
be bad in reverence by all that are about him. nd boy 
\ Seeondly, You mult hear as Gods Word, 1/a. 66.2. | iete is 
I Thef. - os 4s Tieflo 
Thirdly, you muſt hear with attention and godly | nine 
fear, 7/a.55.2- Nehem.$. 3. Luke 29. 48. And al - Wieſt 
the people were very attentive to hear him. , tba 
Fourthly , 1n Hearing , you muſt mix what you ily 
hear wich faith, Heb 4. 1,2. But the word preached ſe ;I1 
did not profit, it being not mixt With faith in thee Oni 
OED ear 
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86 Signs of a Dying or Decajing Chriſtian. 
more dreadful than a Famine of bread ; but this hath 
not»ſuch a preſence upon our hearts, Chriſtians are 
no:. ſo 2p; rehenſive of Goſpel-worth, nor Goſpel-want, to 
priſe it, 2nd to praiſe God ſorit, and that 1s a great | 
reaſon they thrive ſo lictle under its continual ſhowers, 

Do but itudy what the Gojpel is, it is the effe&t of ; 
Gods Love, Chriſts Deach, che Holy Spirits Gift, It . 
is good news to every Creature, all the priviledgesof 
Heaven are made known by the means of the Goſpe}, | 
witneſs che dark eſtace of thoſe people who are depri- 
ved of it, they worſhip the Sun, Moon, Stars, Stocks, | 
Stones ; yea the Devil himſelf in his own ſhape ap- | 
pears amons them, and converieth with them , the {| 
good Lord help England and London to put a higher 'þbi 
value of this great Ordinance of Converſion. - min 
But ſecondly, It is the means of a Chriſtians growth |. 
and ſanCtification : take away the Word, and you 
take away his Food ; the Goſpel is to a Convert as 
milk is to a new born Babe, even its natural nouriſh. 
ment ; the Goſpel is chat which makes known Gods 
heart to him, and his own heart to himſelf, there he 
hears and reads that bleſſed attribute of God, that he | 
is great, and therefore the object of all our fear , and 
that.he 1s good, and therefore to be the obje& of all 'hhed 
our love ; and that he is rich,and therefore the objet | 

of all our treaſure ; and that he is all things to all that | 
call upon him in truth, Here a Chriſtian learns to 
know the nature of fin, and its deceitfulneſs , the | 
ſtrength of the temprer, his power, policy and malice; 
yea how weak he is in the hands of his ſpiritual adver- , lm 
ſ:ries, the Fl:f5, the World, and the Devil, without 
the help of this Almichry, and learns here to know 
that through him we ſhall be made able to do all 

things, to whom be glory, Amen. | | 
- Thirdly, To be negligerit to aflemble and = _— 
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it Gods Wordisa great agpravation of our Condemna- 
"bt cioa. For God to afford the means, and we to abuſe 
"Pat; that means, by negleRing the ſeaſon will render us 
TU pethſaidacs eſtate, yo mntothee Corazin, wo wnto thee 

a Bethſaida, for if the mighty works which have been done 
fled; in thee had been done in T re and $Sydon, they had repent 
A Git, ed long Ago, Matt.1T. 21. Z2s It ſhall be more tollerable 
Viledgs for them in the Day of 7udgment than for ſuch a people. 
tech When our Lord Jeſus came near Zeruſalem he wept 0- 
d are < yer it, and propheſfied their deſfolation, becauſe they 
Br, \ knew not the day of their viſitation : We are made of . 
i ſur; God (faith the Apoſtle) the favour of /ife unto /ife 
! in them that are ſaved, but the ſavour of death unto 
Wt 2 ty Jearh in them that periſh. Gods word ſhall nor re- 
0. turnin vai, where it doth not ſoften, it will certain- 
ang Jy harden. The Condemnation of the people of Eng- 
t, 2nd! /zrd muſt needs, to common ſenſe , be much greater 
Convet than the Condemnation of the Indians that have not 
| nou! the means we have : Woful will oor account be in the 
nown6 great day if we are found anconverted, or not morti- 
, Ut fied and ſanftified by ſo great a priviledge as we enjoy 
dd, ty over and above what they enjoy, may not God cruly 
xr fear; fay, You I have called, buc you have refuſed, L 
dbject a ſtretched out my hands, but were not regarded : the 
ethes Lord of life was preached among you, and eminently 
5 to dt ſet forth, crucified before your eyes; 1 ſent to you by 
20 lem my Meſſengers, rifing up betimes and ſending them, 
tfulnek,i becauſe I had compaſſion on poor Exgland, but they 
yandud would none of my reproof, 1 will laugh at their ca- 
twalak Iamity, and mock when their fear comerh. O let us 
ul, xs remember this, if the Goſpel prove not the means of 


reto 8 Our foftning, it will prove the higheſt aggravation of 
Me to {' QUT Condemnation, | 


ie lf 
"6 CHAP, 
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| CHAP. XAIIL 
Proving the ſtate of ſuch to be ſad ,- who aſſemble fope- 


ther more for fear of mans eye v#han Gods : with fow 
 Diſcriptions, how ſuch may be known, (or know them- 


ſelves) with two Canſes of this decay. 


SIGN XIII. 


K 7 Her you come to the Aſſembly, more far |; 
fear of Brethrer''s eye, than Chriſt's om 
giſcient and all-piercing eye. 
Thar is, you are fo indifferent as to coming, that } 
would none miſs you nor queſtion you for ir, you 
could diſpence well with abſence, and that withour any him 
material hinderance ; *cis much to be feared that this 
decay prexails ſtrongly with many Profeſſors, who j 
have neither hungring, or thirſting ac leaſt , at that; 
early rate they once had, and ſtill doubtleſs oughtto 
have, - were they not loſing their reliſh ro Ordinances, 
and the fellowſhip that they have had with God 
chrough them ; for now they begin to ceaſe looking at 
things with an.eye of faith, and have all or moſt of 
their recourſe to things after an eye of carnal ſenſe; 
and fo no fear holds them to the outward ordet ty, ty 
of Gods Houſe, but what is taught by the precept of Ik yy 
men ; and were they not lyable ro cenſures both from yg 
the Aſſembly and others (who have taken notice of lets 
their being Profeſſors} cquld as ro the eye and cen- [ay j 
| ſure of Jeſus Chriſt quit all, wherefore the Lord ſaid, thy, 
1/a. 29.13. For as much as this people draw near me | 
wth their mouth, -and With their lips do honour me, but | 
have removed their heart far from me ; (note that) its | 
far to many degrees alienated, and their fear rowards 
me 1s taught by the precept of men; it is from hence 


yery | 


a, Sg;ons of aDyingor Decaying Chriſtian, 8g 
yery evident, that they though they did come toge- 
ther, yet it was not from a right principle, their perſon 

wh i; and their heart was aſunder, and God is pleaſed to 

nil note them out as people fearing him only with an out- 

w t& fide fear, therefore he will proceed to do a marvellous 

work upon them : the Propher Ezek, 33. 30, 31. meets 
with ſuch a people, as are ftill a quarelling with the 
Prophets words, and talking againit him in the doors 

man of their houſes , yet wouli ſay, Come 7 pray and hear 

.4 | what is the word that cometh forth from the Lora, commg 

j a as his people come, fit before him as his people do , hear 

' bis word, and with their mouth ſhew much love ; bat 

ung! 2beir heart runs after covetouſneſs. So in the time of 

Ir It,} the Prophet, Aal.4. 3. there you have a deſcription 

thou of a decaying, and growing Profeſſor ; one is ſo wea- 

I thit ry, that they are ready to throw all profeſſion off, 

s,1 crying, It is is vain to ſerve the Lord, and what profit 

, Ailezs it that we krep his Ordinances? at the ſame time 


$ ou thoſe truly ſpiritual, that feared Gods eye more than 
edinaz mans, they ſpeak the oftner one to another, fearing him, 


with | and thinking upon his Name. 
looke Alas ! Alas ! If Satan and the World have got ſacl 
or mx a part in our heart, that we come to Meetings, to the 
al {« Fold of Chriſt, with fuch a common ſenſe and eſti- 
zacds mation, that would none miſs us, it would nothing 
pre} 2rouble ws to be abſent. This doth undoubredly beto- 
bothi Ken a great benummedneſs of ſpirit Godward , and 
z node that the leaſt Argument hath moſt force, namely Bre- 
ane threns eye; it is a ſtrong ſymptome of a darkened 1n- 
Lads derſfanding, and calls for deep humiliation in order to 
y& 4 recovery tO that ſpiritual frame that once was, it 
#1 being certain now the appetite is much loſt, and now 
etal L£rajer, Hearing, Reading and Feafing with the Lord 
aro @t his Table, * cating of his Byead, and drinking of his 
mv 7 zz: are of no eſtimation, and what muſt follow but 
f ws the 


— 
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the loſs of ſpiritoal feeling, and where will this end but "as 
in Atheiſm, and living by ſenſe like ſuch are juſtly | 
branded in Scripture with ewice dead; plucked mp by the Ms 
roots ;, for take away the right c:4s of meeting, 1 oe 
mean the ſenſe of them from the hearr in their excel. g 
lent #ſes and ends, and you ſuffer your ſelves to be car. \x 
ried into Egyptian darkneſs. wie | 
The ſame Lord that hath ordained food as a prex ;j 
and principal means of /ife, withour which none hath : hou 
a promiſe in Gods ordinary way to continue his out. jg 
ward being. In like manner hath God ordained and ,,vy 
ſer up as his grear light in the world ( his Church) gs 
where he hach promiſed his preſence ſhall be, and Je by 
where he will meer thoſe that meet him in this way, 
for there he cauſeth his Flocks ro relt at Even, and þ,s.. 
we have no promiſe of being fed and viſired our of this jy, 
way of God whers it is to be come at; Thou meeteſt jc. 
him that rejoyceth and worketh righteouſneſs, thoſe that wk 
remember thee in thy wayes, Iſa: 64, 5. No man in bis. 
wits goeth about to gather Grapes of thorns , or Figs of This, 
zhiſtles ; if we expect Gods preſence we mult ſeek itin y 4, 
Gods way. Itis verily muter of great lamentation that mh 
any mortal ſhould come co this paſs, what for one " 
whoſe breath is in his noſtcils, that to day is a Man, \ rt 
and to mirrow is Worms meat, today above ground, eg 
and to morrow under ground, ta day a Converlor in \,* 
the air, to morrow cloſed 9 in the Clifes of the earth, Wn) 
there to liz and rot, and to be eaten with worms, and. bf 
his place in the world to know him no more, and yet , g? 
for ſach a perſon to loſe his reaſon, and the nobleneſs in 
of his nature and ſpirit, ſo much as to come to the | ?- 
Afembly of Gods pzople on'y for fear of mans rebuke | 
or frown, is not he to be feared that kills ſoul and bv- 
dy, and caſts them into hell, whoſe eyes ſeeth not as 


mans eye ſfeeth , they only center in Ty rn 
| es {2oketh 
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hs ul looketh into the hearts, telling the thougts, ſeeth the 
\ 26, intents afar off, but all things are naked and open to the 

| k eyes of him with whom we have to dee, Heb. 4.. 13. 

9 I ſhall give two or three defcriptions, how ſuch may 
know themſelyes,or be known, and fo paſs to the next 
<2, 1, DIgN. 

an Firſ, Sach when by more or leſs weighty occaſions, 
b F they are hindered from the Aſſembly , you will not 
A find them troubled ; whereas a trvly growing Chriſti. 
» hi 80; though hindered even by God, yet heis thirſting, 

| ing, bungring , and thinks it long, ſaying with David, 0 
hy 2 0t7 ſoall I come and appear before thee, Pal. 41, 1, 2. 
7 Secondly , Such may be known, and know them- 
\h; ' ſelves by this, they are of all others moſt apt ro be 
"© diſcontented, it is ſeldom bur one thing or other trou- 


RI, ples them, and goes not as they would haye it; where- 


our oft 


, as the more ſpiritual, dwels ſo much in charity with 
" Fae, one, that they are ready to conſtrue every thing 


to the beſt, ſo neither much troubling, nor much 
"troubled. 


bet Thirdly, If any Schiſm or FaQion riſe, you ſhall 

Lt'5d theſe more apt than any other to cloſe with it, 

oc and ſo zealous for a while as paſſes, but it holds not 
"long. 

54 Fourthly, you ſhall find ſuch very forward at pro- 
7" pagating ſome leſſer matters of Gods Law, while the 

ms more weighty they thernſelves live ſtrangers to a 

(ties chief cauſe of all this is. 

'",” Firſt, largezeal, but ſhallow judgment. 

,® Secondly, a too much prying into the wayes of 0- 

thers, and too little into their own. 

me 00. 5 eo ns pe TONE 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Shewing our ſlate dying, when we are more troubled af 
the decayes in our Houſe, than in Chriſts Houſe , with i 
four marks to know When we are ſo dying. ay 


SIGN XIV, 


WW... the decay in Chriſts Houſe , leſs "f ; 


troubles you than the decay in your lan 
own Houſe. even 


This decay wherever found, notes a man very farjj,anij 
gone on the dying hand, if Trade decayes, then no- þn. | 
thing but complaining, if loſs by fire or ſickneſs, or |{if, thi 
death, then all is out of order, it breaketh their ref, jar, hat 
they cannot ſleep by night, diſturbs them in the wor- jis, that 
ſhip of God, they cannot pray, read , or meditate by flwulea) 
day ; It is evident with ſuch, the affairs of their ownJw giſt 
houſe lyerh nearer cheir heart, chan the <ffairs offi 
Chriſts Houſe, far from a truly growing Chriſtian, who] Apain 
is all out of order when it goeth not well with the eatly o 
Church of God. _ hutedef 

Now by decay here in the Sign, T would be under: fard. F 
ſtood of perſons in Chriſt Jeſus profeſſion, who dyein fy ws 
their z2al, love, and fear, &c. that begin to walk faintly Wi leps 
after Chriſt Jeſus, flat ro prayer, to reading, to hearing, as, an 
cold and careleſs to ſpiritual viſiting one another , ſeldom Jt, ba 
and lictle in ſpiricual calk, when they meet together, [bled 
not now as once, make it their trade and their buſi |tthe 
neſs ro be making the name of Chriſt great where- |u\en 
ever they come ; but either ſay nothing, or that that 
comes to nothing, having no ſpirit or ſavour in 1t; 
yet once was early at the Ordinances, quickly troubled 
if things went amiſs, much joyed when all were in | | 


holy harmony ; but now being diſcovered to _ thy 
olt 
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Io moſt of their ſpiritual reliſh to thoſe good things 
they once flouriſhed in, and this not working trouble 
truly of heart on fellow brethren, and beholders, muſt needs 
ouſe.j argue great decay. 
| That ſuch decay in Chriſts Houſe, even among thoſe 
in bis ſpiritual profeſſion, hath been, and too too 
much at this day is very evident borh from Scripture 
uſe, | and Experience. ; 
/*?" Firſt, from Scripture, 1 Cor. 3. beginning. And 7 
mn} Brethren could net ſpeak to you as to ſpiritual, but as to 
carnal, even babes in Chriſt, whereas there is among you 
ver] env), awviſion, and ſtrife , are ye mt carnal, and walk 
, their a5 mem. FX 
exnes, Firſt, this ſame people as the firſt Chapter makes 
theitt appear, had ſuch grace from God given by Chriſt 
1 they Jeſus, that they were enricht in all utterance, and in 
yedite: all knowledge ; ſo that they came behind other Churcbes 
their! i =o gift , waiting for the ceming of cur Lerd Jeſs 
flu Chriſt, | 
iſtian, Again this holy Apoſtle, in Epheſ: 2.12. complains 
wit: greatly of their decay ; many had finncd, and had not 
repented of the fornication, and uncleanneſs 1hty had ccm- 
| bew mitted. From whence it is very obſeryable, thattheir 
whoq decay was ſuch, that their Senſes or Ferling were well 
ralk fs nigh departed from them, they were guilty of high 
tos Crimes, among which were debates, envjings, wrath, 
er,  ſirife, backbiting, whiſpering, ſwelling tumalts , Fer not 
t tops humbled among themſelves for all this ; In like man- 
ther ner the Galathian Church, Chap. 4. That once if it 
at x bad been poſſible; they would have plucked out their 
xe that Own eyes ard piven them to the Apoſtle St. Pax, 
our 8. Now counts him their enemy for telling them the 
7 trol truch , ſo Reel. 3. I7. Thos ſaift 1 cm rich, and in- 
were} ©7caft with geods, and kave med of n:ithing , lat hnewtſt 
od tos 7 that then art poor ud miſtral le, ond tin and naked. 
E I 
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It would be tedious to rell what experience could 
ſpeak of rhe ſame thing in our dayes, are there no 
many that at their firſt entrance into Chriſts Yizeyayd 
never thought that they loved enough, heard, prayed, li 
bored enough, that had mighty Parts, Gifts and Graces 
and did mightily improve them to the belt ſervices ; yer 
now are grown hnskiſo, dry, and barren, and rare ty | 
hear any ſpiritual expreſſions from them ; Now count 
Meetings burthenſome, Duties tedioxs, (it as dull un. 
der the uſe of Chriſts Ordinances, as though their ſto- | 
mach did /oarh now , what was once as the morning 
dew to them ; who can withhold being grieved and' 
afflicted art this, unleſs his eyes be out, and his ſpiri. 
tual feeling gone ? It therefore may concern all thoſe Þ 
that read this, ro make enquiry with themſfelyey: 
what impreſſion ſuch tydinps as theſe of decayes inf 
Chriſts Houſe, make vpon their hearts; for anſwerable# 
to ones eſteem of things, and making any thing theirFi 
treaſure , will their ſorrow and trouble be to ſee it Fiminatne 
waſting, whether Husband, Wife, Children, Houſes orzwbe 1 
Lands, or the proſperity and well-farins of Godly ; 
Houſe lye nearer the heart, may eaſily be diſcerned by jan 
the effets that will follow; © Lord, what ſhall I ſa, 
when Iſrael turns their backs upon thiir enemies | for the Wnnne 
Cananites, and the Inhabitants of the -land ſhall hear of Faney 
it, and environ #us round, and what wilt thou do for thy'Vikth y 
great name? Joſh. 7.8, 9. 7oſ>nain the fight or flight Wl 1 
inight have been taken or ſlain, yet that is not bigheſt-Jown1 
in his thought, nor lyerh neareſt ro his heart; bis'Fllgy þ 
oreat fear is what to do for the GREA T N AME,/kijadine 


{k:.. - 7 


fearing the 'Cananite ſhould have occaſion to ſpeak Mw 


lightly of it : 1 would not by whar hach been faid, whgy, 
be thought to prohibit perſons beins troubled at out- fi 
ward decay, that would be a way to hold thera from fa; 
ſuch diligence as ought to be, to remove or Poe , Thi 
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X ll but we may Know whether we arc leſs troubled at 
Kte ny decay iri Cliriſts Houſe, than in our own , by theſe 
wel following. 
ed. Firſt, By obſerving which way the Urifcof our pray- 
Grin jw to God bends moſt, where the Shoe pincherh 
Ks; moſt, there the complaint will be moſt prevaleot, 
Rare y When' two ſtraits meer, decay in Chriſfs Hozſe, and 
7 Om decay in our own, 1t 15a time of tryal which cauſe of 
Gul» concern hath the higheſt room in our hearts. What 
teirſh perſons moſt value , that they mpſt remember and 
Norny bend their care to preſerve, if in time of prayer yout 
ed ad; ſpirit run more out for reparation of your own houſe 
is ſpin Decay than of the Houſe of God ,, this is lamentable ſad; 
Wl thik! and let it be for a lamentation, though it is truth, de- 
aſc cay in our own houſe, is truly a tryal, and ought to 
ayer awaken in the work of diligence, yet to pive this the 
weratk chief room, is to preferre the ſmalleſt matters before 
F ther the one thing needful orchief concern, Let us read fot 
0 {ec { our imitation Davids ſpirit, Pſal. 137. 6. If 1 do net 
pulesa remember. thee let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
f Gb mouth, 5f 7 preferre not Feruſalem above my chief joy. 
rnedy Secondly, by obferving in which channel our com- 
11 fe my to mien run moſt, as our praying to God, if the 
| fats bent do run moſt for our own domeſtick afftirs , ſo in 
beef like manner when we meet and greet one another f 
þ fr that be the uppermoſt in our thoughts, and we big 
orfii with deſire, as it were to be delivered; it is evidenc 
highs Our concern lies nearer our hearts than Chyifts , elſe 
rt; k am I bold to affirm where the contrary is, cven 
AM; when pinching traits do poſſeſs, it is ſcarce remem- 
ofa bred but occaſionally, eſpecially in the height of Chriſt 
j and his Charches /expige, and then comes bome tha 


| 


da bleſſed Cordial as. to outward things, not to be overs 
enſw\ carefy], bur in every condition by prayer ard fſuppli- 
j; tation with thankſpiving to let our requeſts be made 
= _ mo known 
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would God w: had been content to have dwelt onthe 


them hath he dene this, Oh rather Lord I beſeech the: , 
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known to God , who hath faidit, and never failed, 
he will ſupply all wants in ſix troubles, and in ſeayen 
he never id, nor never will forſake thoſe that ſeek ke peol 
firſt his Kingdoms or concern, but either will give then | ;& < 
a full portion of ſupply in the kizd, or of content or ſe t0 
advantage ſome other way; teaching them from ex. land 
perience to ſay this is the beſt condition, a ſweeg mor. wlrigo 
{cl brought out of a bitter herb. ' prenent 
But thirdly, when the thoughts of our own houſe 5 iff 
decayes are ſo prevalent , that they moleſt vs in the mh of 
higheſt of our ſpiritual performances, this is a deep |, 2 
ſign of lictle ſenſe of the decayin Chriſts houſe, when |, 
we cannot pray, read, hear, watch, faſt, or be 1n the 
performance of any Gojpel duty, bur ſtill voleſted, al 
this availeth me nothing while Mordecas the Jew fit |,,v1. 
at the Kings Gate; on the contrary, a truly groming 5 
Chriſtian all he is and hath is of no value while it goeth 

il with the Chnrch of God, © Lord, what ſhall I ſq 
When Iſrael turneth their backs before their enemits, 


other {ide of Fordan, for the Canaaxite will hear ofit | 

and what ſhall become of thy great Name, this lay 6 
near good Foſbxas heart, that he mattered not hisly- 
ing low, fo that ſoared high , now if thou wilt killal 
this people as one man, then the Egypriars ſhall heat 


of it, and will ſay, becauſe God was not able to deliver oy 


i 
blot my »ame our of thy book. a 13, 


Fourthly, Whether in compaſſion our choice " cod 
ſwers the leſſer call, and rejeRs the greater, that 5; 


we will rather put our helping hand to the renovin _ | 
' thedecay of our houſe, chan Chriſts houſe, this is alb 


an evident token of grear dedenſion. But howl ; 


God aſliiing gire ſome brief help, and ſo conc 
this lign, Set eres 


theſe Marks may be prevented or removed ; I be Rl 
"| the 
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ali Firlt by fhewing che great poſſibility of ſpiritual 
boſe thay GEcay Or declenſion from our firſt love to Chriſt and 
will gh Bis people, both Scripture and Experience doth fully 
of comp ££2cÞ, char it is a hard work to beginto do well, and 
them & CEaſe to do evil, and a harder wor to continue £0 4 
) 2 nem 99th, and remain for ye:rs inthe ſ:me frame of ſpirit 
'. © andvigor for God,to flouriſh like the green Bay tree 
ourowj. £2 7Epew our firengrb, and reraih our ſpiritual heat is a 
eſt 3 VY difficulc work ealte in the za/b of , bur hard 11: the 

TH walk of; but it is the hardeſt work ot all ro eyd well, ro r2- 
1 bouk main the. ſame till death doth cloſe vp our eyes is a 
ore; (alk ſ>.difficult, that nothing ſhort of the mighty pow- 
gi mi er of God-can ever bring us to period in it : all the 
theþ ſeven flouriſhing Churches in 4fia fave two blame 
= worthy, though they had many good things in them; 
ys 4 yet in danper to be unchurchr, fo far from a thorough 
voy” : perſeverance in univerſal obcdi-nce : And of fx bun- 


"Taq dred thouſand that wenr after God in the Wilderneſs 


dcky but two enter'd Canaan. The thouſands of cautions in 
"will eg Scripture to take heed, watch, pray doth ſufficiently de- 
ho clare how hard a work it is co ſtand and keep our 
Wo tround, and on the contrary how eaſie it is to decline 
- _ and let go our firſt unwearied diligence : 21y people 
thou hy bave committed two evils, they have forſaken the forn- 
an" tainof living wvaters, and have hewn out to themſelves 
able th Cifterns, broken Ciſterns, that can held no water, Jer. 

rd [bel 2. 13, [herefore faith the Spitic ro the Epheſian 
, Church, chap. 6. 11. 13: Put 6n the whole armour of 

our God, that ye may be able ro ſtand againſt all the wiles 
great of the Devil, and having done all ro faxd ; as if the- 
to te Spirit ſhould (ay, it is as.mach a5 ever yon ean doeto 
jou, Keep from ſlipping andfal/inp-whea you have done all, 
n, tY for you fight not only with fleſh :od blood, bx cvirh 
mol; ſpiritual witkedneſs in high places, perſwad: 6 1ti:em 
a6d b# 'to be clonthed with Chriſtian armour on every port, 
E-- ; H 2 praying 
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praying alwayes with all prayer and ſupplication and |. . 
watching thereto with all perſeverance, whar I ſay to (i 
you I ſay to all watch, watch, watch, and pray, three ow 
times together gives Chriſt Jeſus this counſel to his join | 
Diſciples, leſt they be foild by temptation. has 
Bur fecondly,chat the decay in Chriſts houſe, and your 8 
own heart may both trouble you when they come, 1 ws 
ſhall humbly offer this bleſſed expedient, thar you take Fo Fn 
diligent heed to maintain the ſame ſenſe of that undone (86s 
and helpleſs condition which grace found you in at viſt% 
your firſt conyerſion to the day of your defolution; ;#s | 
what were you before converſion, Rebels, Enemies in (it 4 
your minds, darkneſs, Fiends of Hell, Enemies of Hea- tl; alt 
ven, haters of God, full of all iniquity , your throats wid, 
are an open ſepulcher, your tongues are PR of deceit, the \iy\om 
poyſon of Afps under your !ips, your mouths fall of curſing jt 
and bitterneſs , your feet ſwift to ſhed blood having mo volt 
fear of Ged before your eyes. Was nor this your ſtate, can hytx 
you ever forget thoſe black deeds of darkneſs you tra- jtmenku 
ded in, and was givenup unto, ſerving divers luſtsxr jou 1 
and pleaſures : Do you not remember when the firlt ln the 
wakening came,itrold you that at that time you were xjur$ 
without Chriſt, which is the in/err to all miſery, aliens |k Wodd x 
from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers to the \k, tþ{ 
Covenants of promiſe , having no hope, and without » yr bo 
God in the world, which is the final concluſion of al Wwting; 
miſery, Epheſ. 2. 12. Had you died in this eſtate, then zynaxmy 
what muſt have become of you, for the end of thee tt 
things is death, not temporal only bur eter»al; for they | Om! 
that doe ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdoms of God: (yn, 
Can you forger thoſe dreadful bitter cries and that ar- 
Suiſh you were in when the commandment came? 
Did not fin then revive & you die?Were not ſuch as this 


Lanka 


your language, wo, wo 1s mel am-undone, I ſhall be ba, 
Gamned to all eternity,mercy 3s gone, it js gone, it 5s 100 by 
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'. late, my day is over? Do you not remember that bir- 
'& ter Rowl written within and without, Lamentations, 

Wl bi orig and woe? Did not your ſleep depart from you, 
and your ſtomachs nauſeate its meat? Did not deſire 

ay fail, and Conſcience tear you ? Were not this your 
ow frame, and much more in the dayes of your conviction 
ym and ſight of Sin. How welcome then would one ſmile 
tatnk from Chriſt Jeſus have been, to have heard his Voice 
JM 4 in that bitter Agony , bur to have whiſpered in thy 
delok Ear, Sor: be of good chear, thy Sins are fergiven thee , 
\Exm would not ſuch a word have been as Life from the 
iesfff the Dead ; did not your Hearts then ſay, ſpeak Lord , 
yoxr tk but the word, have mercy on my Soul, waſh me 
f dx, throughly from my iniquity, and cleanſe me from my 
ofa Sin , for I acknowledg my tranſgreſſion, and my 

, bew Sins are ever before me, follows me like a Lion 
Ir ſat; ready to tear my Fleſhin pieces for a Prey | Oh call 
{ya to remembrance your Confeffions and Promiſes , look 
dives) over your Dyary Book, , did not your Heart and 
jen tk Mouth then beſeech the Lord, that he would for- 
e you give your Sin which was greart , did you not tell bim 
iſery,i 3f the World was yours, fou would give it for a 
wer Pardon , the firſt born for your T ranſareſſion, and the 
andwid fruir of your Bodies, for the Siz of your Soxls ; ask 
.Jofiond your Conſcience now ,, if this and a thouſand times 
eſt! more was not your Language then, did not you fay, 
{i I will lie at thy Majeſties feer, yea feed npor puls , 
.{ and roul my mouth in Aſhes , let me but find Mercy. 
das SO but Conſcience, and rebuke the Devi! that go- 
ow _ eth about to deyour me. Brother Convert, isnot this 
xs Atruth ; oh whats the matter now, what meaneth this 


ftrang change , doth the decay in Chriſts houſe , and 

_ thy own Hearr, little or not at all trouble thee, whence 
4 1s Chis ſtrange change, wilt rhou turn Monſter, that 
; aothiag but a Mirgcle iy ſave thee, from a fatal f- 
| 3 val 
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»al fall; what meoneth this bleeting of Sheep ang #* 
lowing of Oren; what more in debt to a Saviour, {FE 
and /e/5 humble, leſs :hankful, leſs watchful , leſspi- 
tiful, leſs painful ; wauher will this bring you, s 
where will it end; oh call tro remembrance from | 
whence thou artfaln, and repentand do thy firſt work, 1 

or elſe God will come upon rhe , and remove thy 1D 
Candleſtick, unchurch ind diſmember thee, except 1 
chow repent Rev. 2. <. I hnr.bly beg ſnch Chriſtians ag wt 
are going 1nto this declenſion, that they would duly | 
conſider what hath been offered , ard call to remem- wk 
brancertheir own evil ways: and doings that were not | 
500d, and abhbor themſelves for eyer in D:{t and Aﬀfhes; 
this will make Chriſt in his Viſics, Mercies, and Chides, 
yea every ſtate and ſtrait weicome till; fo will you 
grow up like the green Bay Tree, yeataller in Humi- | 
lity then the Cedar in Lebanon: the blefling of God h 


bring my poor Mite home to your Hearts, to this M 
great end. Amen, Amen. 


CHAP. XV. 


& hewing that want of weeping in ſome , when others 

' Chriſts Children with grief are ſtooping, declares ſuch \y; 
to him a dying : ſhewing alſo in four reſpets how we {j 
are to pitty ; with four Remedies againſt this Dr 

Cay | GMs $3; ; 


SIGN XY. 


Hen you can ſee Chriſts Children bowed 

with trouble, and Jou not , Or little 
Sympathize with them, TY 
Although afftiftion cometh not forth out of the duſt | 
werther aoth trouble ſpring ont of the ground; yet mA" 
ates res Ow ET f ae 
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\eq, i; born unto trouble, as the ſparks fly upward, Job 5,6.7-. 
"Um Were the Scriptare ſilent, every mans experience 
, & doth ſufficiently cyidence mans very State here, to be a 
drig þ State of trouble , neither Sex nor Age, nor Employ - 
Mitt ment, nor outward Eltate, whither high or low, 
Y irik rich or poor, isexempted from trouble , while there 
en! is a Devil to tempt, a World to allure, a frail Body. 
Xe, « of Tnfirmities, $here will b2 trouble, go ro the Court, 
and there is Hand, Head, and Heart full of trozble ; 

Wii the Throne is big with buſineſs ſtill in rrouble, in 
It tz trouble again till out of trouble, that is the preſent 
ttm condition ; not at all at reſt, becauſe it is not other- 
tadll. wiſe, impatient for a change, and yet as quickly 
andQ weary of the change when artained ; defires ſtill 
fon! growing, yea, new motions ſtill - attending Aforn 
ering tals : Go tothe City and the thouſands there , big al- 
ng off fo with buſineſs, running hither and thicher . ſome 
s,-t Wringing of bands for ſorrow , Sickneſsis come to the 
windows , and Death to the bed fide; here is wai- 
ling for an ozely Som, and there is the groaning of the 
oppreſſed, wiſhing at Evening, would God it were 

, Morning, and no ſooner hath the Sun appeared tor 
fre ſome Minutes in its Luſtre, but they are wiſh- 
im 1ng it were Evening again, ſome pineing away with 
it; k pinching Henger , far want of the Fruits of the Field; 
| tn; hers pineing away with a pinching Diſeaſe, have 
| - Meat but no Appetite; ſome crying out I go Child- 
leſs, give me Children or elſe Idye; others wailing 
 attheir misfortunes, wo is methar ever 1 was a Father 

4 Or a Mother ; in reſtno where, Pallace nor Priſon , 
| Afarket nor Cloſet, Citynor Country, Court nor Camp, 
|" Can claim this one Prerogarive; Here am I free from 
trouble, the Youth weary of his yoke, the Eye and 

1 Conduct of Father or Maſter is tao ſtrait, his Bon:s 
;y' tag greatto hold long, the Reigne muſt be wo 
< 4 ned, 


——_ 
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ned, .or allis out of order, yet but a few Months change 
every way as ſtrange , this year a Priſoner in the mind, 
becauſe not at his own hands , making his own provi- | 
ſion , next year a Slave to a cruel Goaler , looking 
through Tron Grates ſeaven fold more a Priſoner , 

Oh, what is Man, where is reſt for him to be found i 
under the Sun. Doth not experience tell us, Worm- 

wood and Gall attends us every where, ebbing or 
flowing eyery 24 hours, and unſtable as the water, 
Country life too Melancho'y,Citty Life roo Folly. What 
period of our Life ſhall we call free , from Birth tg 
Death; from ſeven dayes old, to ſeventy years old, 

all Laboxr and Travel. Do we not come into the | 
World with crying , doth not. pain with FHxnger or | 
Cold , pinch us as early as we are born, the heart of 

the Father glad to day that he hath a Sox , but to mor- 

row much more /ad, for the buble diſappeared, and is 

gone t0 its place : If we live till ſeven years of Age; ' 
have we not ſeven Changes by then, is not the beſt 

of that Foy now turned into Y Yormwood with a Feaver \i 
fit, do we float upon the water a little longer, and . 
make our others Heart glad; very poſlibleit is, but 

that it may bethe more ſad before our Tragedy end, wit ar 
anon comes Tidings the fall of a Tyl, ordepth of the wi 
water, or cruſh of the whee! hath broke our curioys tt & 
Ferns Glaſs all to pieces; bur dowe floac a little oy 
ger, and getfrom under the Wing of our Guardian, 
arriving at a Marriage Stare , ere our firſt born bath 
floated one Month in the World,our Months are gone; | 
and thus from Period to Period ſhould we attain to the 
atmoſt age of Man eng of time, it is all but 2 
Span; and here we muſt conclude with the Preacher, 


in much W3/dom is much Grief , and he that increaſeth 
Knowledge increafeth Sorrow; Eccle. 1. wit. Thus our 
2412 life from ageto age in all its periods þegins with 
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>-1527 , and cloſeth with trembling , afraid of what is 

| beg It fears in the way, and the Almond Tree , looks 
MM whice, and the grinders growes low , and the Graſhop- 
* > 0 per is a Burden , and aefire fails, and Man goeth to bis 
a Priſon long home , and the Monrners go about the Streets , va- 
tobe fa vity of vanities ſaith the Preacher, all is vanity, and 
8, Yn this is your State, thisis your portion under the Sun, 
eddig | Oh ye ſons of Men ; all this yop may read in the book 
the " of Nature : But come to the Book of Scriptures . had 
[4 not Jacob his trouble , the days of the years of my 
M 3rd Pilgramage are 130 years, few andevil, or troubleſome 
Jani have they been, (Gen: 47. 9.) Fob had his troubles , 
Ne invt and was weary with complaining, David bowed down 
Har with trouble, Jeremiah in lamentable Complaints, Sr. 
be hen Pauls words from Birth to Death may be here raken 
uttom up, even unto this preſent hour. ye borh hunger and 
ed, wi thirſt, are naked and buffeted, and have no certain dwel. 
1 fog place , never at reſt wherever we are, nor never 
t the} ſhall be under the.San; rhus much for- explication of 
2 Fe this term in the Sign, namely rrouble, which thonghir 
per, 2 earry a part in the Sign , yer the diſtinguiſhing mark 
leits, | Of decaying in Godline(s is, when any of theſe kind of 
Sedy a troubles are the portion of others, we can ſee it or 
xhd! know it with little or no Simpathy. For when trou- 
Nt m—_ or affliqions 'of : any kind from the Lord, 
| litte8 are great upon ſome, it is an evident token of 
Gary decay in fuch , as have not a fellow-feeling ro- 
burn ls Wards them. por to them that are at eaſe in Zion, 
aegin 4nd ye wpon Beds of Ivory , firetching themſelves upon 
raintof 8heir couches that drink their wine in bowls , and anoint 
al bt: themſelves with chief Oyntments, but are not orieved 
Prat for the afftiftion of Foſeph , in Amos 6. from the 1. to 
ines the 7. Some we may fee there lived a careleſs life , 
Tixs feeding to the fall , had even what heart could wiſh, 
jww {cit not the troublein perſon, thacat the ſame time 
ry teak 
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was their brerhrens portion ; yer are not prieved for | ft, ] 
the afflictions of oſeph , bur lived at the height of vl 
Joy, under their own tulneſs , and were nor compaf. Wh 
fionacely affeted with others penury: This hath [1 —_ 
ben found amiong che people of God , but ill raken Srondly, 
from them, Nu». 20. We fhall find that 7/+g; #andt 
was in gra diſtreſs, and begs their brother Eqpy indth the 
{who knew all the travail that had befallen them) to oo hi 
tet them paſs by his high way ; bur he ſhewed then 
no pitty, was failen from that ſympathizing Spirit 
that ougar to be in him. God will not forget to take | 
notice 6! this, and reckon for it; which proves that knagthe 
pitty in his people one to another, is Gods expe. tem; and 
tion from chem, Amos 1. !1. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
for three tranſgreſſions of Edom.” and for four, 7 will | 
ot turn away the puniſhment thereof , becauſe he pur || 
fred his Brother with the Sword , and caſt off all pit. (*ining, 
fy. 
: But ſome may ObjeR and ſay, ſhall we pitty thoſ: 
(though Gods own people) that have broug+: by |! 
their {infiing , what miſcry is come upon them? 
Anſw. Yes, God expefts this from his people | Win 
enemies, how much rather from their friends 1/a. 47. (ima 
5, G, Sit thou ſilent, and get thee into darkneſs, 0 "* I!ſeri 
D anghter of the Caldeans 3 for thou ſhalt no more becal- Mi the 
ted the Lady of Kingdomes ; I was wroth with my ptt henblene( o 
ple, ana gave them jnto thy hands , but thou didft ſhiw ud, ad 
them 10 pitty, upon the ancient haſt thin very heavij Keondly 
Laid thy yoak;, For this cauſe they muſt ger them into | Ire, 
darkneſs , clearly noting, that though God for bs il, jen 
peoples evils, doaflit and trouble them, yet it isnot Miry 
_ atall, either to warrant his people, or his peoples ene: F, 
mies, to add to the burthen he layeth upon chem ; but bY ner 
on the contrary calls for pitry, yet not pitty with | Pte ir 
their ſins, byt ſuch pitty as may reduce them from ch 
their ſios, - DTS LS 
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lj Firſt, in taking notice that. they are. in miſery, 
oh; Remerber O Lord what is come upon #5 , conſider and be- 
coy bold oxy reproach. The Church counts it of tendency. 
is to her healing,by having her affliction taken notice of. 
il Secondly, you muſt pitty them in helping them to 
at ]; underſtand the cauſe why it 1s come Zam. 3.36. here 
ter E; fore doth the living man complain , a man for the puniſh- 
then) ment of his fn. : 
ed4 Thirdly, Pjcry in provoaking them to ſearch and cry 
inp 5 their ways, and turn to the Lord their God. | 
ett; Fourthly , Pitty in helping them down, t hat is, 
mw laying the diſpleaſure of God before them co humble 
end them ; and when duly humbled, to comfort them ; 
þ 1 leſt ſuch ſhould be ſwallowed up with over much ſor- 
y 1 row; We may conclude this evil to be very common 
» j among profeſſors , and it may call upon them to a ſejf- 
# jj examining, whether, and wherein they are under this 
ſpiritual decay , for the remoying -or preventing of 
yh Which , I ſhall offer three or four things briefly, and 
wb ſo conclude this Sign: : 
im Firſt, to conſider the precepts for this duty, and 
is pey {FOM whom they come, Rom. 12.10.14: Be kindly 
" aftettionate one to anther , with bruherly love, in he- 
hu, ur preferring one another ;, weep with them: that weep, 
wk Put 07 as the elelt of God, bowels of mercy , kindneſs , 
7 bumbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long ſuffering , Who u af- 
ai flifted, and I burn not ? Ss 
EL . Secondly , conſider the ganger of being wanting 
, ere, ; | 
x - Firſt, je makes us moſt unlike God , 5" all their af- 
pigs (740706 he was aflitt ed. | 
"1.4 . Secondly, Tt opens a door to let in ypon us equal mi- 
"Mi ſery, Amos 6.7, Therefore ſhall they go mtocaptivity, 
| - with the firſt that go captive, and the banquit of them 
bon if teat firetch themſelves ſhall be removed. 


| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, it leads the way to heart-hardning Zxc, Gor 
7. 10. Oppreſs not thi widoW , fatherleſs, ſlranger, my y, 
poor ; but they refuſed to hearken, and made their hear; \pd 0) 
as an Adamant ſtone.  zb6ſ6 
A third help apainſtthis decay , is to be confide. wits bi 
ring or laying to heartthe condition of ſuch , thinking yukes 
it may now be, andyet may be our own ; ox that aj ms il 
ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch - one in the (pirit of meekneſs, SM 
Conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thox alſo be tempted, bear ye ou (gin, 
anothers Burthens, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chrif}, imien 
Gal. 6. beginning, Yam, 
Fourthly, A fourth help againſt this decay , look t | 
the Lord Zeſus for your Copy , and write after him, | 
he could ſee no Saint or Sinner bowed with trouble | = 
but he had ſympathy for them, the Garment of hi Slning t 
pitty was ready to over ſpread all perſons, andin al Gf 
conditions , behold his praQice for your example— | * #* 
And great Multitudes came to him , having with then | #, 
choſe that were lame, blind, dumb, and maimed, a \ ! 1, 
ſting them down at Feſ#s feet (whatthen) and hehe 
ledrhem ſaying, 1 have Compaſſion on the Xſuliitud:, | 
becanſe they have continued with me three days, and han | 
zothing to eat , T will not ſend them away Faſting lealt |\ 
they Faint by the way, How often would he in hi % 
pitty have healed Zerzſalem, and when it was too lat, Gof 
and the day of their Viſitation over ; yet he cannot;#jur 
come near the City , bur falls a weeping to ſhow b | litec 
ſympathy, though they had finned' paſt recovery , like | $i 
that worthy paſſage Zake 10. that left Jeruſalem © | I x 
the Church, and went down to erico or the World, | ae; 
and there fell among Thieves, which ſtripped him, | Met, y 
wounded him, and lefe him half dead ; then coms | 85;(if 
the Prieſt, he looks on , and away goes he; nk : 
comes a Levite and looks on, paſſing away likewiſe, |Weky 


now comes this good Samaritan, and when he + : 
0 wes . Ss bales 2 eas SY a in ; 


” 
j 
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4 h;n he went nearer, and had compaſſion on him, 
aun > did not only ſhake the head, and ſay the Lord help 
ITO thee, be warmedand filled, bur went nearer yet, 'and 
ther k bound up his wounds, powringin Wine to chear him 

' in his fainting , and Oyleto heat him of his Grief , 
be ca 2nd fers hira on his beaſt , and brings himto an Inn, 
av, Ui and takes care of him. In all his peoples aflitions 
; Jobte, he was afflicted; lerevery one of us therefore pleaſe 
of mth with Sympathy his Neighbour , for his good to Edi- 
a, in) fication , for even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf , but as it 
vo (his written , the reproaches of them that ReproachMd thee 

fell on me, Rom. 15. 2, 3. 


Cay, in | 
ater CHAP. XVI. 


with t 


rmen (Shewsng that When the name of Chriſt , and creait to 
ns, andy 5:5 Goſpel ,, 1s not ſo dear to ns as perſonal ſufferings 
; we arcthen ſurely on the dying hand: and that in 
eftate, body, and life , we ought to ſubmit if called 

. to ſuffering : with four cauſes of decay here. 


SIGN XVI. 


Hem: you will rather betray the Nante 
4 of Chriſt Jeſus, and the credit of 
wu? Goſpel by your ſulencez then appear for it 
ot heg#0 your 07: ſuffering and diſparagement. 
ot [y Three things may be obſervable as ro the opening 
| ' LL] this Sign. os | 
TI Firſt, what is meant by the Name of Jeſus. ; 
«<<. Name refers to his perſon, and properties, as his 
digg Power, wiſdom, Judgment , mercy, juſtice, good- 
that 1&5; diſhonour done to all or anyof theſe, is done 
j,..£0 Dim , - becauſe this is the matter or ſubſtance he is 


po of made known by , andnnderſtood to be ; tis clear that 
'y | Name 
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Name in Scripture , when referred to the perſon of a" 
God and Chriſt, notes all this, Exod. 26. 7. Thu jo 
ſhale not take the Name of the Loyd thy God in Vain, | - 
Chap. 33. 19. Chap. 34. 6, 7. ?eſb. 7.10. foln 5, Me 
und As 9. | | | our 

Secondly, how far if called, ought wets ſufferfor BY * 
this Name. ob tie 

|  Sufferingisa word reduceable to three heads , a| 9 
centringin man. {no 

Firſt, in eſtate there be may ſuffer , by having his jibe Na 
goods ſpoiled, his bodily ſubſtance waſted; Feb 10.5; pxuote 

Secondly, 1n body by perſecutions, and reproache; 9% 
bonds, and impriſonments, Heb. 10, 32, 33. chap, Ie, 0 
II. 36. gen | 

Thirdly, in life , Lake 14, 26. As 21. 15. Re. 
vel. 12, 12, Now in what caſes may we be proved®; 
guilty of this dying Sign , as falling wadcr any or al ot, | 
theſe three heads. Memo 

Firſt , If becauſe of our eſtate we comply with, 
or countenance any evil, or refuſe to confeſs any good, 
Fohn 12. 42.2. Tin. 4.10. Nevertheleſs among the chief|\® 8 
Rulers alſo many believed on him, but did not confe(; him, # (pe 

 teff they ſhould be put ont of the Synagogue. . 

Secondly , if becauſe of our bodies, to free tliew ou: 
from ſufferings, we will comply with, or countenance |" 
any evil , or refuſe to confeſs any good, at. 13. 21, = 
But When tribulation oy perſecution riſeth , becauſe of tt 
word; by and by they are offended. 

Thirdly, If becauſe ot our lives to free them, we 
will comply with any evil, or refuſe co confeſs any 
| ge , contrary to Daz. 3. 17, 18, chap. 6. 16, Ut 

erall or any of theſe conſiderations, when profeſſos | E 


w 
3 


can hear the great name diſhonoured, and by thet | -* 

filence ſuffer it to be betrayed, itis very evident. they | ® 

are dying to the thingsof God. Ng man or oy ods 
th tba 3h 
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the py in a Chriſtian profeſſion , but one time or another, are 
26,1, lyable co temptations of this kind ;. thar is, to have the 
G4 Name and credit of Chriſt and his Goſpel, come in 
1a cameron with their ſufferings and diſparagements. 

An werable to their weakneſs or ſtrength, fo or- 

meth(s divarily is their behaviour to ſuffer or to Un. 
: The wiſdom of the Serpent not to run into any 
Ire he temptation of :his kind, by goicg witiout a ſuificic':T 
Cal] into ſuch Company, as may villite and ſer lighe 
by tay by che Name ot Jeſus and his Goſpel, in whoſe eyes 
&& Hr he is not eſteemed, nor his Goſpel had ir any Reputa- 
andrew £10N muſt be accompanied with the Innocency of the 
72, x Dove, that is, it by ſome providential Call we are , 
'* there, it will not ſtand with a Doves jnnocency, to hear 
$1. n Chrifts Name and his Goſpel reproached , perhaps to 
we hey. looſing ſome place of outward Honor, Repute or 
er ay Profir, you are now it maybe inthe Synagogue among 
the worldly Rulers , feaſting on their Dainties, and 
eomph' 7 92” Baptiſt in his Priſen Faſting with his Lord. And 
ofeſsun; deſignes on foot to take his head, and if you ſpeak , 
ava.) Our great Landlord will not indure you to have his 
6 ah oct penniworth any longer , your great Kindred will 
” beaſhamed of you, and turn you our of the Syna- 
bs iy BYBUE 3 if you keep not ſilent, and bear with their 
2" con; © 2yings and Jearings at Religion , and hold your 
1 Mer ws be againſt them 1n your Heart ro ſtill Contience, 
| be utas ſilent, as though you ſided with them , to keep 
9, their applauſe; mighty for Chriſt inthe Cloſet, where 
reth no body elſe ſees you nor hears you , but dumb with 
\ toi fence upon the Theator; have any of your Rulers be- 
(0 { Leved on him, may not we in prudencerun with this 
pp *. caſte ſtream, rather then in over zeal , hazard all, 
aſ and run our ſelyes into a Jail , is it not good ſleeping 
, 2! 1nawhole skin, Chriſt hich my Heart and ſhall have, 


f and what if in fych an eril time , I give the Ruler 


rat 
- 


ne” 
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my Month , doth not the Scripture ſay, the prudent 
ſhall keep lence this time , becauſe itis an evil rims! 

Ob, is nor this an evil crime, when a Man ſhall be laugh. {(/ 
ed out of the Market for buc ſpeaking a word on that {s 
fide the way; and thus carnal reafonings are apt t 
cake with ſuch , who kuow littie of the worth of Chyif; jj 
Name, and certainly it is not onely a Sign ofthe decay (ule 
in Godlineſs , but a very finful decay for any Chriſtian jy» ke 
profeſſor , to have ſo little preſence of Chriſt and his 4,606 
Goſpel in his Heart , as to ſuffer upon mature confides þ 
ration, any Storm whatſoever , to carry him like Pe 

ter Captive to the denyal. 7 never knew him, I know y 

not what thou ſayeſt , where is that old ſpirit that was 

in Gods people under fuch temptations 1n time paſt ; 

I will ſaich God ſmite all theſe people with the Peſti- 
lence , and diſinberic them , what then faith 2ofes in 

his Honourable Eſtimation of Gods name, Numb. 14, 

15, 16. Now if thou ſhalt kill all this people as one man, 

then the Nations which hath heard the Fame of thee , will 
ſpeak ſaying , becauſe the Lord was not able to bring thit k, tha 
people into the Land which be ſwore to them , therefore it _ 
hath ſlainthem in the wilderneſs ; O Lord, never letmy fo 


Eyes ſcethis day, bur rather blot my Name our ofthy [ndy, ll 
Book ..then to ſuffer chis reproach to come upon thy \uporea 
famons Name . what mean you to weep and break letdey 
iny Hart faich the Holy Apoſtle, I am ready not onely | klwlj 
ro be Bound bur to dieat Ferxſalem, for the Naweot * f 


our Lord Jeſus ; this bleſſed Name , that is in Scripture jithfi 
rightly Stiled , wonderful Conncellor, mighty God, ever- \mgid 
laſting Father , Prince of peace; theſe names tro Moſes; 
Foſhna, Paul, &c. were more precious then Gold, ye. |h, 
then fine Gold, yea the faireſt amongſt ten thouſand, | 
even altogethtr lovely ; but I ſhall proceed to three 0 ny 
four. Cauſes of this decay, &c. which being heeded, Winy 
may ſerve alſo as remedies againſt this decay. 


— - 
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ul ' Firſt, a laviſh fear of men ,*.and'things' pertaining 
4 Is ,o this life; Fear ye not the reprogchof Mes \, "He{Che Gl 
ay afraid of their revilings ; upon chis ſcore, 'entrer fet- 
"I ringmen, or fearing looſing che cbings pertaining to 
** Mi this life, as fohn 12. Many belicvea but did not confe!s 
Ch Lim, for fear of looſing. their place in the Synagogite. It 

Aj. much to be feared char wich regard to this, many het 
Cirij and bear to hear , fee and bear to (ee, know and bear. ts 
Kal mw, hit diſhonour contriRted ro the name of Chrit?) 
Ol 2nd his goſpel , that ocherwiſe' they ' would not, ati 
D ke! certainly ought not ; have ns fellowſhip with minfreiirf ul 
1 Uh works of darkneſs, but rarher reprove them ; that 1s, come 
inotin company with them, yetif you mult, then rc- 
{ buke-chem , for any among their great friends,kindred, 
Itheſ or any other, by whom perhaps' they have great gain , 
1 Mk co bear with ſwearing, blaſpheming, deriding ag Re- 
wmiligion , or other yain communications .- plainly argues 
aa great f)aviſh fear to have poſſeſſed them. : 
tie; Secondly, another Cauſe of this,may be an impotent 
 brylove ; thartis, your love ro God proves weak or lamc.; 
berda There 15 no fear in love, bat perfett love caſts ext fea ;, be- 
el cauſe fear hath torment. £5 FF 
ond Thirdly, UnsKilfulneſs in the DoQrine of ſelf-deni- 
vpoal, may prove a great Cauſe of this decay, whoſcever 
and doth not take up his Croſs and follow me, canmt be my Diſ- 
ynoteciple , behold I go bound in the ſpirit to, Jeruſalem ; 15 
heNan kzoWing the things that ſhall befall me there, ſave th:t the 
in Poly Ghoſt witneſſeth in every City, ſaying , bends and af 
Gil, « frittions abide me, but nme of theſe things move me, neithcr 
DO nabj my life dear to my ſelf, fo 1 may finiſh my cotrſe 
\ Gold, 7782 Joy. Ie De 3 eb | 
\ thous Fourthly, A doubtful mind of Gods Allſufficiency , 
© the 3nd cercainty;, ro make up what damage may'come 
oh} through our careto his nx-ne an1 credic , both in this 
” life, and chatto come; Gods All-ſufficiency is nev-r 
_— __ | io 
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ſo ſeen, as in the time of greateſt ſcarcicy, or under the (wel 
higheſt ſtraits; Then ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of \, endl 
the Lord ; and as Gods ſufficiency is never ſo ſcen a; 4m 
then, in like manner he is never fo obliged as then: i ſore 
When perſons are ſuffering” (through his grace) for his ; lit 
nameſake : They [ball lay their hands on you , and perfe. wan 
cute you, and bring you before Rulers for my names-ſake. ul 2 
but I will give you a month, and Wiſdom , which all your {tis tf 
adverſaries ſhall not be able to gam-ſ/ay, Luke 21. 1 2, 13. et wid 
burl ſhallleave this to conſideration, and proceed to ,/} j( 
the 17 Sign of Dying to Godlineſs, hy the 


| | #es10l 
CHAP. XVII, hab of 
Shewing, that finning through impatience, under Offence, vie ſab} 
#5 acertainmark of deep decay ; with Objeftions , and SIP 
Anſ! wer F, 4 the deprees of anger, and three Can 3 (Ont l 
es why C riſtians are 1mpatient unto in. pe. (0 
SIGN XVII, i ger 


WW. at a ſmall offence » you are uſually toſs 


ſoimpatient, that you commit great Fate 
| It 1snot poſlible to live without offences giving, 0 ts perf 
taking, rea! or ſeeming; and ſuch is mans frailty incom- Md: He 
mon, that even under ſmall provocations , they are apt of fu 
to yield to roo deep an impreſſion. But for better an {_6,%, 
derſtanding, it may be neceſſary to make ſome Obſer | .; 
vation upon this Sign, | ain 


Ulen [| 
Firſt, As to the meaning of ſmall Offences. ad. 


Secondly, As to the kind of impatience here intended. Miſe 
Firſt, By ſmall Offences is meant, either ſmall with yg... 
reſpect to the little occaſion that is given, perhaps bit | hg 7 
ſeemingly, or if real, yet ſo ſlender, as it would Aiken 


6a wiſdom to wink atit, and but folly to be moved | ho 
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has Secondly,Smal as coming from the ſmalleſt occaſions» 
ff, 25+ carcbly ; an error of lite, as to the things of Heaven» 
Th ; though ſmall,beirig thar thar is greater in many degrees, 
x) {han ſorfie error that may ariſe fromi the things of chis 
life , whith by God are called the ſmalleſt matters; A 

» Chriſtian may be eaſily read more or leſs, mou , or 
oy ſpiritual, as he is more or leſs feed with the offences 
6 { tharthis life miniſter to him ; jybereas thy? is emvyings, 
9k debate, arid ſtrife amorig you , are ye not Carnal and walk, 
ve ,;- mer? 1 COr- 3. 2. CE on re a Fon 
Now the kind of impatience here intendedis,for ſmall 
offences to be ſo moved or inraged,as torun beyond the 
bounds of Gols allowance , Be angry but ſin not ; let 

gf at the $ mn go down npon your wrath , Intimating a great 
lia, aptneſs in perſons , when provoked to be ſo intaged as 


»/ thy tO continue and boyl in wrath, ſeeking for reyenge ; 
contrary to Gods Conncel, be in malzce as Gods Children. 
Object. Bur it may be obje&ed, wherher an allowance 


of anger, or impatience under provocation may not 
at Aſw.Thereis ananger in good part,andin bad part: 
E914 fo to take offence or be angry, or impatient; as to thirſt 
s gy after perfonal revenge, or. requital ; ſurely ic is nor 
ily $ood : He that i ſo angry with his brother ſhall be in1 dane. 
theſt ger of fudgment ; for in their auger they flew a men, and 
forbet 5» their wrath they digged down a Wall, curſed be their 
ſonel azger , for it was fierce, Gen. 49. 6, 7.Here impatience 
is caken in ill part, and by Chriſtians to be 2bhorred and 

avoided , it being not of that kind, Exod. 32. 19. . 

eres And Moſes anger waxed hot ; full of Zealous +4 fore 
« {ml diſpleaſure, not ſimply againſt their perſon. bur. 2Sainſt 
pals their fin, Thus God is faid to be angry with his peo- 
4 £f Þle,, when by their finschey provoke bim, Namb 11.10. 
ks Bur impattenceand anger inifl parc ; is ſuch as runs 
\ , outt6 rhe breaking ihe hedge of Government , con- 
_ © 
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ning into curſing, ſwearing, tumults , fightiug, or 
rawlins. 
: Objett. 2. But it may be agiin Objected, that the 
Sign it felf ſeems ro giveallowance of great arger, or | 
UNPatience . under great Offences ; tor it ſaich , When ; 
at a ſmal offence you are fo impatient , that you commit 
great (11. EY 
Anſw. Doubtleſs under great Offences, greater dif-. [gy 
| pleaſure may be minifeited , buc ler the growing hez-.. 
ven-born Chriſtizn, ſer up his ſtandard here , rhar az /, 
no offence ſmall or greir, hemiy darear any hand to | 
break down the will ; in a word , Be angry and fm 
ct, Epheſ. 4 26. By this means we make vur quir- ; 
rel,Gods, ro whom vengeance belongs , and: he will 
righceoully repay, otherwiſe, that is, when impatience 
carries us into the path of ſ{innnig. we make the quarrel ;,xng 
our own, and take Gods work from him, and 1) ir ;; 
cur his diſpleaſure upon us : The good- Lord give in ; 
wiſdom and f{trengrh ro Chriſtians here, under all pro- j,vQh 
vocations, whether great or ſmall, in © hurch or Fas yg. 
mily, from friend or enemy, that they ler patience have |, 
its perfeft work, rather to the ſuffering any wrong, ark 
rhen committing the feaſt fin; How like our Head the ifulvoy 
Lord Jeſus would this declare us to be ? who did wot ſin, , Wick 
z2either was pnile found in his month . 7et when he was rt- oa | 
viled, riviled not agin , when be ſuffered threatned mt , pr he f 
(took it moſt meekly) apd committed himſelf to him that 
jadeeth righteouſly. | | 
(5Gect. 3. Bur it may be objected again, whether by 
this Superiours as Governors, Parents, or Maſters, may | 
or not be angry with their Inferiours ? =— 
<iz{w. Yes, and corre& them to, but ir muſt be as 
ter d-inking was in £fthers time, according to the 
Liv of Gods allowance; Read for our rule in this caſe, | 
3A it us live and gic by it) Nehem, 5. 6, 7, 9. yy | | 
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] was very angry woen I heard their cry, and theſe woras ; 
then I rebuked the Nobles and Rulers ſaying, It is not good 
that you do, ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God, be” 
cauſe of the reproach of the Heathen our enemies, O leC 
Chriſtians make this their rule under all provocations » 
to keep within the fear of God, becauſe of the re- 
proach of the Adverſ:ry; yea, let your provocation be 
what it will, cr from whome it will, fried or enemy , 
child or ſervant them that have moſt cauſe or leaſt cauſe, 
{ill remember and keep to this , it is better cen thou- 
ſand times ten thout-nd , patiently to ſuffer, than im- 
patiently to ſz and ſuffer roo; by the one, others do us 
wrong: by the other we do our ſelves wrong : St. Paul 
meets with ſome Chriſtians in the Corinth Church un- 
der this Dying Sign, 1 Cor. 7. 6. Brother potty to Law 
with Brother,and that before the unjuſt too : He preſcribes 
' theRemedy, that they rarher zake wrong (though trom 
| Brethren) and /uffer themſelves to be defrauded. The 
' Proverb is worth our heeding in this kind, {it will not 
countervail our coſt) better patiently take the wrong, 
than with (inning ſeek our right. 

[ ſhall now come to two or three Cauſes of this De- 
cay, Which being obſerved and avoyded, may alfo 
ſerve as Remedies againſt this decay or dying Sign. 

Firſt, the firſt Cauſe , want of Government over 
our own ſpirits. | 
, Secondly, Too high eſteem of worldly Injoyments. 

Thirdly, Cumbring our ſelves with any buſineſs. 

For the firlt, v5z, Want of government over our own 
ſpirit, that is, not being Lords over our own Paſlions, 
having them art our Chriſtian beck, when to be angry , 
and to what degree , Ignorance of our bounds here , 
make us Beaſt like; I were envious at the fooliſh, when 
1 [av the proſperity of the wicked ; ſaying, I have waſh- 
ed my heart in vain , and cleanſed my hands in ——_ : 

I 3 Plal. 
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pſal 7ZJ- $0 fooliſh and $gnerant was ' even as 4 Heaft be 
for: thee, He that hath no rule over his own Spirit , us 
like a City without Walls and broken down. Want of go- 


vernment Over our own {pirit, makes us as naked or | 


deſolare, as an unfortified City, whoſe Walls are bro; yy. 


kendown, Prov. 25. 28. 


' Secondly, 10 high eſteem of worldly Injoyments ; «jb 


He thar wilt hardiy be moved at a bigger thing, will | 
nor eaſily be moved fora pin, All offences are 2 king 
of loſs, being ſomeching that croſſeth the grain of our | 
Jpirit; now anſwerablc to the eſtimation we have more | 
or leſs of our loſs, will our offences taking be ; It is put- | 
ting too high a value of earthly Injoyments, as Hub | 
band, Wife, Children, Houſe or Land, Gold or Sil- 
ver, that makes us ſo impatient at their loſs or leaving, | 


Set your affeftion, ſaith St. Paul, on things above , not on 


things below; The time ts ſhort 3t remaineth that they that 


have tives, be as though they had none; and they that 
weep, as though they weep not ; and they that buy,as though 


they poſſeſſed not, 1 Cor. 7. 29, The Apoſtle would have ** P 


them to carry about with chem their outward Injoy- 
ments, as a Traveller carries his old Coat about with 
him, every day thinking to chrow it of; and if he looſe 
It, or be robbed of it, doth not much trouble himſelf, 
for heſets lictle value upon it: Would Chriſtian Tra- 
vellers ſeek to ſoar high in their aff-Rions, how lit- 
_. tle would this little little worldly pelf, ſeem to us 
zn our getting or looſing, x Cor. 6. 2. Phil. 3. $: 

\ Thirdly, A third cauſe of our Impatience, and 2 
third Remedy againſt it is, to avoyd much cumbringour 
elf with any buſineſs ; rhat is, a filling oar hands too 
full, over charging our ſelves, taking more uponus, 
than we are able to manage with ſubmiſſion ro better 
things,a nd ſo hinder mediation and contemplation about 
thoſe laiting things of Heaven; which occaſions a free- 
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zirig of the ſpirits, and ſo we (in and fall as every little 

' trouble comes in our way ; -whereasa joyful ſpiric, chat 
isinlarged and atliberty, Bears all things, believes all 
things, endures all things, 5 net eaſily provoked., as 2 
Cor. 13+ atlarge ſhews : allthis while a ſpirit.cumbred 

is in bondage, and quickly fretted, like a ſcald head 
ſoon broken ; T ake heed leaft at any time your heart be 

.- evercharged, Luk 21. 34 T1 would have yon be without 
' Carefulncſs, 1 COr. 7.32. Martha, Martha, thou art 
' troubled, andcumbreſt thy ſelf about many things, but 
Mary bath made choice , or bafied her ſelf abeut that goodl 
part that ſhall never be taken from her, Luke 10. laſt, 

' Conlider what you read, and the good Lord give you 

; Underſtanding. Amen. — 


CHAP. XVIIL.. 

Proving thoſe Chaiſtians tobe almoſt aead , that make it 

more their buſineſs , to get the- Form than the Power of 
Keligion , with Cauſes and Remedies. we 


Hen you are more careful to get the words 
| 'of Chriſts People , than the ſpirit of 
Chriſts People 5 the Form than the Power. 0 © 

That is, the nameandout-{ide of Reformation, ra- 
ther than the ſpiritand powerof Reformation; when 
the ſtrength and bent of all their care, lies in trimming 
thy ſelf to appear before men righteous or religious. 
Perſons may go very far in this with preat ſelf-ſecurity, 
reſting barely upon outſide perforniances, getting fine 
words, and painted expreſſions, making a great ſhow 
of their worſhip , Pharaſaical like, and at the ſame 
time liveunder the dominion of ſome bz/e luſt, 1/a. 1. 
Ii, 12, 14, 14, To what purpoſe 3s the multitude of your 
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ſaying ] 7 
d , for :%46 Temple of the Lord 4 @.q 


Yor arnd bear whtet i the-avora-that cyneth forth from the 
Yuko end they com befort thee as tny prog/c (do.;, and wth 
eiy month ſhew wich love . {but mark ar the ſame me) 

8 © <4 x8 oY apo od en \ d . IE”: RG \ te: 4 

 Phrir beart rains after Caucronſneſs. Thele were Hypo- 
ctires in'Zion., that ſhelter themſelves in the outſide of 
Religion, Covering Gods Altar with rears} Mal. 2, 8, 
4 Ty ethe regards'thei not, ſeeing ſach ro be but no- 
14 Chriſtizns, and.thereforeabhors them exceeding: 
iy-;" The Sriprure fetins'tointimate this as a very cott- 
mogore: Prexding weed , not tare to: be found;, but 
rat! f rare (6 :v0ided in profeſſors. Let us there- 
fore all fook to our *<lves, prove ory own work ,” ſo ſhall 
We Bag. repacing 99.907 Jilors, algne, MAL 23. 14: 5 


» —_— 
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be bes for 4 pretence make long prayers, Rom. 2 - 18, I9, 20, He- 
| 13 hold thog art called A ew 5 reſteſt in the Law, makeſt 
Fi Wa thy boaſt of God , being confident that thou thy ſelf art '4 
this guide of the blind , a light to them in darkneſs ; at. the 
fametime under the S— Fin. ns 
"m* But what may be the Cauſes of this, that perſons 
Th ſhould take ſuch pains in Religion , and at the ſame 
Jorhel time be but meer painted Sepulchres ? We 
IC, z Axaſw. Firlit, groſs ignorance 2 Temporal advance- 
' Secondly , Carnal ſecurity. ment. 
Lord, . irſt Groſs ignorance , that God did never inſtitpte 
the Lai Laws for Laws 1ike, bur for his Name ſake, and ſinners 
Loi, (ring 4 never placing happineſs inthe, but in bim 
4 ;f } thatis the author of them. O then whar ignranco ang 
5 madreſs isit, for people to content themſelves witk 
Pldrw;) fl-ſh-circumciſion , God will puniſh ſuch with the.yn- 
le ſer crcamciſed, Fer. g. laſt. Behold the dayes come, ſaith the 


001 g 


inn 77-4. that 1 will puniſh the circumciſed with, or as truly 
07k 15 the wncireamciſed , for the one hath itnot in the 
- * fleſh, and the other not in the heart. - 


. . 


wat Secondly, Carn:l ſecurity; That is, dream they ſhall 
I} be accepted becauſe great Prayers, preat Preachers., 
jm) crea goers to Church (_.chough this be - good 
oy in ic ſelf ) yer this ts filthy and* bad, when either. it 
MEE is alone or reſted in ; When th:y ſhall ſay, peace and ſafe- 
[* tp: t , then ſuddain drftruttion cometh upon them , as travail 
puthiei upors a. Woman with child , and - they ſhall not eſcape , 
T1 Fheis, gg, Us oh 
butt This Caraal ſecurity is like to prove the damning fe 
ceedif, of thouſands in our very Age , it appenreth in. Scripture 
ery .to be one of the common fins of Profeſſors, inthe 
nd, bt time of Nob, they eat drank bought, ſold, married., 
iythet .andg" ve in marriage , rhar is things lawful in themſelves 
"pd wich ſubmiſſion to 'more noble employinent, was. nat 
14 15 Condemnable , buc this is that they. were given up to 
_ peg theſe, 


ou 
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-s if they did wholy addi themſelves to theſe, ®# 
hap Trade; ny Fare hte bended their minds unto, git 
the man in the Goſpel was ſecure that. went int the calf 
Marriage without the Wedding Garment, the five Vir. #9 
ins was ſecure, the five Churches in Aſia was ſecure, $44 
| though in danger, and threatned withour ſpzedy reper- j 
tance, to be ſpewed out of Gods mouth ; doth not this *! 
Carnal Security raign greatly among many Profeſſox Mt! 
in our own experience (may we nottear ) rake up their Cl 
reſt and hope, for Salvation, upon what they have [#0 
done, leaning upon a read, have Sheets nor large enough J8w on 
to cover them, are we notapr till our works are itor. 3. 
med by eminent danger and approach of Dearth, t FF 
negle the preſerving all, and all manner of diligence, | Thy Y 
to make or prove our Calling or EleRion ſure, by going x0 ir 
on in the daily Addition of Faith, Virtue, Knowledge, q the H 
Temperance, Patience, Goalineſs, Brotherly Love , ate | 
we not as barren of true ſpiritual increaſe , and atbet Loc 
bur, or leſs, lively then twenty years agone , and ye i of 
Pleaſe our ſelves with the hopes of Salvation, neve deed, 1 
cqniidering on what foundation our hopes are grounded *U 
for confidence of being ſaved , is in many wicked livers, /\eirF; 
whoſe Works dedare , their Faith is not a Faith ofthe # furtl 
Goſpel kind, which purifteth the Soul ; therefore eve lt, for, 
ry confidence of Salvation is no Faith of acceptance, wit 4igity 
Gea, unleſs it be accompanied with underſtanding |an lof 
that eruth it founds his Confidence on ; may not tli attecont 
call for wayling onall hands, to behold and hear thoy lar 0 
fandsin our Land, that belch out their helliſh Oaths Ut; { 
ard imprecations , upon trifling occaſions , utrerif Mw ” 


-tey 1 
fident as they, urito whom riot onely but even tte Mah 
beſt of Profeſſors, 1 humbly ren theſe ſix Sctip Fix, 
fures , forproof of the truth of their eſtate of zccef Un it 
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vain hopes for Salcation , while at the ſame time = 
Twear theinſelves into Damnation ,. and yet who ſo cot 


_ OS 
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O theb tance with God. Rom. 8.10. And if Chriſt be not tn 
ds uny you, the body 3s dead becanſe of ſin, but the Spixit is life, 
intal, becauſe of righteouſneſs. 2 COT. 5. 17. T herefore if any 
five; man be in Chriſt he is a nevv Creature, old things are 
ſexun paſſed away, fehold all things are become new. . Galat. 
dy reje 5. 24+ And they that are Chriſts have Crucified the fleſh 
h not with the affeftions and Infts., Chap. 6. 14. But God © 
rofch forbid that I ſhould glory ſave in the Croſs of our Lord 
> upth Teſas Chriſt, by whom the world is Cracified unto me, and 
hey by [«nto the world, 1 John 2.6. He that ſaith he abideth 
e enoy # him ought himſelf alſo ſo to walke, even as he walked. 
are 4 Chap. 3.3. And every man that hath this hope in him 
Death, i Prrifgeth himſelf even as he us pure. | 
lilize 7 57d/y, Temporal Advancement, although it is 
bys 0t an infallible Mark of Sincerity, when it is certain 
nowley by the Profeſlion of Chriſtianiry.we meet with Tem- 
ove; 1 poral diſadvantage, Loſs in Trade, Reputation, yer it 
indath 1 2 conliderable Argument to ground a Charitable be- 
| an iffe of the truth of Sincerity in ſuch a perſon, and, 
Jn, OK indeed, was a prevailing Argument with the Primi- 
mmm Ive Chriſtians ro admit Diſciplesart the firſt Confeſſion 
>d fyg. If their Faith into a Goſpel-Church, and not much of 
þ of 20y further Enquiry into the manner of their paſt- 
fores fe; for, that it could not rationally be preſumed they 
wy | 4d lightly atrempt wha they deſired, in regard ſuch 
ay Certain loſs by the Croſs did attend the ſame; but, 
| = oathe contrary, it is very evident in che Scripture, that 


Dark Oe fear of the Croſs kept many from following 


_ Chriſt; for, among che Chief Rulers there was not a 
tte ſew that believed on him, but durtt not Confeſs, for 
þ {arthey ſhould be rurned outof the Synogogue - and 
fas Sas cleare many did leave all to follow him, to take 
on tof P25 with his hard fair, neither Shooes ſometimes to 
(ix$9 their F cer, neither ſcat nor Xſomtry, fo that if they 
of jo had not Faith enough to truſt God for their Proviſion , 
Wo. | 2. without 


Or 


Sg 
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without any vifible way to Sence, muſt even quit Chrif, 910f 
Yoak, or not come under it, and take their own wiy ir 
for their own ſupply ;. but on the contrary, when Tem. Wet 
poral Advancement is as viſably prob .ble ro attend the #000 
Profeflion of Religion, and that it is very much tg (2 
ke preſumed in'the eye of Sence, that it will advance pmibo 
Trade,and occaſijon.an increaſe of Reputation : in ſuch Wit 
A.diy as this, it very nearly concernes ſuch as are un. us; 
der this probable Temptation, to take conſiderable Fine! 
heed they do not run before they be ſenc that is, do 10g 
nor leap into the outſide of Profeiiion for Profeſſion Ps | 
ike, becauſe .it is ſo much in faſhion, that they are Ihe 
in a very faire way to obtain the Rulers Favour by it; 
for; it is very certain the. Rulers Favour hath proyel' 
a wofull Snare to many, to quirc a good Conſcience, 
when the contrary turned to their-2dvantape, though Lat 
at laſt- ic hach broughe them to the preeping-Criſs by bh 
Iike King Henry the Eights Favourice , that with wo- G05 
full Cries upon his. Dearh-bed, told the King, Nothing Jpec 
now were his trouble, like this, thar he had been more 
Faithfull ro Him then co his God, and were now like 
£0 meet with a: wofull reward, for that he had ſtudied 
more to pleaſe Him then bis Miker. Though e&- 
treame Poverty be no ſafficient Argument to obſtrut bom 
perlons , being upon. their Profeſſion admitted into vo 
Chriſts Fold,' becauſe the Poor receive the Goſpelin,gy 
Chriſts acconnt, yet, certainly this Text hath bee|, ©, 
much miſconſtrued , and doth not-onely intend Ten- "ay 
poral Poverty, but-Poverty of Spirit; yet, How me | 
ny Carnill Empty Spiritualty Poor, as well as Tet-; || 
oral, have inour day made more haſt than Gob ks, 
peed , or for the Churches Peace, to get into the, 'S! 


Fold more for Loaves then Love: not that this js (He 

hinder, or ſuppoſe that none extreame Poor in Ol ' '*' 

wards can be Sincere ; bur, as it is a Material CO 
F-- ance, 
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in lance, that ſuch as are Wealthy, can have little by-end, 
Quit Ck; to joyn themſelves in Fellowſhip with that People 
Ir omg where Weekly Charge will call for their continued afſ- 
whenTe fiſtance ro Communicate the ſame. In a word, net- 
d Attenlj cher Condition of Temporal Advancement, or its con» 
ry mug trary (as both attend our Profeſlion in Religion, can 
will a4, be wichout cheir Temptations) and often, as one hatch 
10n ; ink lain its Ten thouſands rhe other hath ſlain its Thou. 
b agar; ſands; ſo rhac chere is no ſafety, nor ſeaſon for Secu- 

onſider rity in eirher Condition , but an abſolute necellity of 
thity being (till upon onur W arch for moſt of the Spirit of 

Profek Chrifs People, and lealt of the contrary, and fol paſs 
kat the; to the nexc Sign of dying in Godlineſs. 
wvourh z 
ath pr CHAP, NI. 

Conſe: 


y Cont .zin;ag in it a deſCription of a decaying Chriſtian, by 
his light trouble at Miſcarriages , thuugh known to 
Gods eye, while kept from Atans eye , with Three 

; ſpecial Cauſes of this Decay. | 


SIGN NIX. 


VG en you are not much troubled at your 

| own Miſcarriages, while they are kept 
oo from publick view. 

mn” By Miſcarriages here, I would be underſtood, the 

by failings and fallings of Gods Children, not wilfully nor 

d altogether willingly, but chrovgh infirmity,being over*« 

taken, or asit were inſnared before they are aware ; 

yet truly privy to what they have done, and not igno- 

rant they have gone out of the way : Nevertheleſs if- 

|  Lheir goinp thus far in light and ſenſe of uneven walks 

, 10g, be found without much trouble, it is moſt evi- 

d:nt then their cafe is very ſad; Now-who is Wow 

iv 
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lives and fins not ? 1 King. 8. 46. And who is he thy gthis 
can hide what he doth from an All-ſeeing-eye, ?/af, 6% 
139. 7- And what is it that puts diſtinion between gm fi 
a good mans ſinning, and a bad mans ſumming ? bur tha £m 
che one {ins with all his will, the other, with ſcarce any i" 
of his will, to the-one what he doth is matter of de. 899% 
light, to the other what he doth is his ſickneſs; chough gbovt " 
it is true he doth it, yet his heart is grieved for it; «9; 
now the more or leſs a good man is troubled apon 9, Hi 
this ſcore, the more or leſs is his decay ; where the #? V* 
awful ſight of < ods eye is much reverenced, thete all #4 that 
Miſcarriages ate ſoon diſcerned and muth avoided; #9* ! 
but the lcſſer any man is beſet with this grace, leſſen #;* 
his fear to the greater, and heightens his fear to the #08) 
leſſer : that is, Gods eye is not ſo much run from as mans [. than 
eye: one of the higheſt rewprations to ſin being [x Mue 
creſie; and one of the greateſt ſeaſons to try whether alt | 
a man hath good will todo amiſs or no; it having in wol cat 
it no kind of let to touch his fenſitive part, with care + 


or fear to eſchew it, becauſe that viſible ſhame that | dilting 
ſin brings, in all probabiliry cannot come ; then Satan Me 8701 
is at work mightily, having the higheſt opportunity , | ul 
unleſs the Conſcience be fouud very tender, to ſtrike tt, tn 
the heart into a trembling ſenſe of that piercing eje ef |? hg 


the Almighty; ſaying with ob, Doth not he ſee my MY, 
Wwayes, ayd count all my ſteps? Chap, 31.42. What elſe 1, ſe 
can hinder cloſing with tempration to a high degree? | ſpuk 
now ſuch miſdoing as this, of ſecret ſinning, found in | jr, wi 
any, and they not much troubled becauſe it is no |wþ,« 
made known, let the fin they have committed be Med 
neverfo ſmall in account ; yet a fin doth prove fuch Ye 
very deſolate of che Grace of God. ET = 

Ammon, one of Davids Sons, being evil diſpoſed. | rly 
rowards Tamar his Siſter, is not thoughtful at all ef |Win 
God: ſecret eje, but'carcful how to avoid Xan7 " ; t,t 


ho 
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| - [' hi Ga T roves, Have ad Men out from Te, 2 Sam: 
ing-eye +4 Rs T amar mult {tay with bim, cowards 
ftion by whom he is wickedly deſigned , running into Gods 
Mar ? ba; eye without all fear, ſo he may run from Mans eye : 


Withſere It was not thus with good toſeph Zacobs Son, when be 
IS matter, had as much if not more ſecrelie, and the temptation 
Ckrek;th without vecy Grong, to have drawn him into high miſ- 
wrieved & carriages; at ſuch a time in-a reſiſting way, gives this 
trouble reply, How can I ao this great wickeaneſs and ſin A ainſt | 
wy; hs God ? Gen. 39. 9. In like manner Aznanias and $a- 
nced, the phira, that ſold their Poſſeſlions, under pretence of gi- 
muth ani ving the price as a Free-will Offering to the Lords 
grate, uſe; but when required to ſpeak the truth, whether 
lis feary or nothey Kept any thing back, in fear to Mans eye ra- 
nfroma: ther than Gods eye, ſins ar a high rate, Zing, as the 
© fin hey Scripture gives it, to the Holy Ghoſt, Acts F- I, 2, 3,4: 
to tfyw4 Bur as itis the practiſe of decaying Chriſtians, co be 
- it hay moſt careful. to keep their Miſcarriages from Mans 
art, ind eye : inlike manner, their ſorrow ar the ſight of fin, 
ble kan; is diſtinguiſhable to be different from the ſorrow of 
. thai the growing Chriſtian; though his miſcarriage may 
opport be only known to God, ſaying, with David, Againſt 
nder; tf thee , thee only have IT ſinned, and done this wickganeſs 
pie in thy ſight , that thou mighteſt be juſtified when than 
wt be rake and clear when thow judgeft : On the contra- 
i; Wh I, 3s Jeremiah complains, 7 hearkned and heard, but 
bigh(s they ſpake not aright, no mas repented him of his evil , 
wa fp Jaying, what have 1 done, every one turneth to his own 
«nl 41 courſe, as the Horſe ruſheth into the Battel. But I ſhall 
ommiti Proceed to the Cauſes of this decay, which may be 
 «4s/ Teferred to theſe three; Firff, Blindneſs in the Un- 
' * - Cerſtanding; or Secondly , Want of Fear to God; 
i Thirdly, Want of Love to God, (1.) Blindneſs in 
+, the Underſtanding, this may be called the Evil of E- 
OI EO be Devi Orang Ave, cn wel 
| > | n 
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| he doth Frame the firſt beginnings of all evi/!, heig guns 10 bt 
rightly itiled the Prince of darkneſs, becauſe his works 5 poniber ; 
are done moſt of all on perſons Dark in the Vngep. nldgne 
ftandino , which makes us fic matter for him to trade nt 40d | 
with : tor, whatſoever Man doth entertain ts his yieh all, 1 
Choice, be it good or bad, it is received by the Under. wt; 7 
Randing , which muſt be ſatisfied wich ſome valuz. jo wick 
ble, real, or ſeeming worch in ir, before it 15 accepted; jy; th! 
As Vertue is a Jewe'l worth all our Labour, and fitto wntersn 
be purchaſed ar any rate, becauſe of the excellent ad. ws D 
vantage it doth ennoble and enright perſons unto, and |ft whe 
for which many have given up themſelves, ſo valuables xan w: 
its purc":ſe; yetisitof no more worth to a deprayed ie, lt 
underſtanding, then the choiſeit Colours to a ran na» zwfollace 
turally blind; in like manner, Sins and Miſcarriages yuhome 
aSunit God, their dreadful ſting being hid from the Yimeye « 
Underſtanding, a Carnal Profeſior not ſeeing with dnnowis 
| Thoſe eyes what a rewardis laid upin God for Vertue, yothe ye 
_ and what a Paniſoment is prepared of God for Ji. puyhts 
quity, proves a leading Argument waith the Fleſh, xthmy1 
ro call YVertues wayes too ſtrait and troubleſome, and the \e young 
way of Sin at the ſame. time as the Stolne warers, fe her ſt 
ſweet and pleaſant , this is the true cauſe why rhe All he, and 
piercing eye of God is not reverenced, as the great- |Wandl 
eſt Tye borh to avoid Sin or Mifcarriages, and to be kieay, 
troubled for any progreſs in that Rode, for, a truely 
enlightned underitanding reprefents the preſence of | 
God allwayes ſo near, as that ic ſeates a reyerence0f [uneyy 
this'God in the heart, rooted, and in the life evi- \hannin 
denced, P/al. 16.8. Pſal. 109. O Lord, faith David, u, nn 
thou haft ſearched me, and known me, thou knowelt |juf 6,4 
my down licting, and up-riting, thoti underſtandelt \mbre 
my thoughts a farr off, and art 2cquainted with all my |milidy 
wayes; here is an open paſſage ii Davids under- hilly , 
Rt3nding fas the All-piercins eye of God, _ be }':. 
| Ss nowes | 
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Ul; i knows to be a Heart ſearcher, a Vertue rewarded, 4 
Cs wy! Sim puniſter ,, and therefore after he had made his ac- 
© Un knowledgment of Gods Omnipreſence, with this per- 
N oth tinent and powerful Application in Prayer to him 
1 &| cloſeth all, ſaying, Search me, O God, and know my 
Und heart ; try me, and know my thoughts, and ſce if there 
Me nt be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
 accepe /afting 3 that is, in the Path of Vertue, which certain- 
z and f ly centers in eternal happineſs. Pſal. 139. 1,2, 23, 24: 
celleny This ws Davids frame, 
ants By yhen our fnderſtandings are ſo de:'2ved R that 
yalwlt we can walk on ſmoothly, like the Hari: ſaying, 
Par Come, let us take our fill of love until the. -rning ; 
1 0 ler us ſollace our ſelves with love, for the good man 1s 
ſcary nor ar home, he is gone along journey : Hear is the 
from abſent eye of the Husvand, he is gone a long journey, 
Ang what now is inthe way? her Underitandins tis ſo blind 
r Vet as to the perceiving privity of God, he is not in her 
I for þ thoughts once to make anſwer; bur God is near and 
ie M feech my ways, and counts my goings in like manner. 
anlk The young Man being void of underſtanding goerh 
"a after her {ſtraight way, not knowing that the dead are 
y hel! there, and chat her gueſts are in the depths of Hell. 
legs. Secondly, Want of the feat of God, is a cauſe of 
dot this decay, be whoſe heart is poſſeſt with the fear of 
am God, as knowing his greatneſs and goodneſs, his 
ſence! mighty power and arm to ſave or deſtroy Though ſuch 
rence! an one wants no power or ſecrecy, to offend this God 
life # by committing aQual evil againſt this God, yet dare 
Dai tor, cannor, will not do it ; but were it not for the 
we fear of God, conld and Would do what they cannor, 
lands. nor dare not. The King of Egypt commands the Fe- 
aln &rew Midwives, that if a Son were born, they ſhould 
pod kill him , and who then ſhall blame them, ſeeing a 
"OO a King 
m1 . 
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King cemmands thera : But the Hebrew Midwives 
feared God, and did nor do as the King of Eyn 6 
commanded them, bur ſaved the Male--*..\dren ali, 
Exod. 1.17. Good Nehemiah had 5s great * powerty 
exact heavy burdens as any of the r:ner Governgr 
that had been before him, bur acquitte:h himſelf jnþ (fibv 
theſe words, So did not 7, breauſe of the fear of Gu (jy 00 te 
Thete perſons wanted neither power, nor ſecrecy, 1 |{W0 
have complied with the temptations before them ; ye Wd i 
they are held by this precious Grace, the fear of Gul x; Andat 
When the Holy Scripture muſtercth together a Tribe allength 
of Helliſh aRtions, Mens throats an open Sepulcher,|fi(lnot: 
their congues full of deceit, the poyſon of Aſpes un. |pl Ou 
der their lips, their mouthes full of curſing and bitter jvaleths1 
neſs, their feer ſwift to ſhed blood ; as a reaſondf|(irljelty 
this liſt of black Deeds, the Holy Spirit tells us, 7h |knkilel 
fear of God zs uct before their eyes, Rom.3. 18. Thit ki! je Mor 
chey have not a reyerential apprebention of the Mz. jalyt\tk 
jeity of God as preſent in all ptaces, and at all time, |Mitee, On 
always beholding both the eyil and good actions of [arg th 1; 
them that feareth or fweareth an O2th ; ſo thatit is | {th 
the expreſs charge of God, to his Heaven-born Chil jul, thi? 
aren, in orderta their certain progreſsi n Grace, thit |, F 
rhey put on, as their cloathing, the garment of the fext jt (05 | 
of the Lord all the day long, and if we look for thit $a, th 
priviledpge of calling God Father, thento paſs the tim: jk 
of our dwelling here in fear, 1 Per.1.17. aſligningit | Wide 
as an effential, ngc onely tro the well-being, but to the |tikke þ, 
very beins of Chriſtianity, wirhour which kinded Waditsan 
habirual fe:r, ic is not polible co have che Root «U þ 
the Marrer 1n us. By all which icis evident, chati a; withe 
pur fecret ſins, are not our deep ſores, wry. lhe 
from m2ns eye, that we are very deſtitute of the felt |Wupnſe 
FR = Fx to 
Thirch, | | "y 
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Mkn ' Thirdly, Want of lovero God, is a cauſe of this 
oF decay; did welove him as we ought, we would not 
ren ſo wound him as we do? our Ignorance, whata preat: 
pom God the Lord Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
ven and the Seas and F:umntains of Water ? that did but 
hink fy, Letthere belighr, and there was light . rhar did 
reſt bur ſay to the proud Weves of the Se: be {till , and 
creq, they obeyed bis voice; thet did but command the _ 
hen: Eaſt Wind to blow, and the Red Sez became as dry 
aref( Land : Andat the next voice of his word returned in 
1h irs full treogrh, and devoured the King of. Fgype, and 
Send all his Chariots and Horſmen, fo that not one of them 
Alps eſcaped. Our ſweet Singer of Jſracl, when he comes 
indie to make this his mediration,cryes out in his great ſence 
ral . of the Majeſty of God, What ailed thee O Sea, that 
$1, thou fleddelt ! thou forday, that thou waſt driven 
Th back ! ye Mountains, that 1 ou skipped like Rambs , 
f th) and ye |ttle Hills I1ke Lambs!  O faid David, Iwill 
talz tell thee, O my Soul, what was the matter | The pre- 
adim ſence of the Lord was there , tremble thou Earth at the 
that preſence of the Lord; at the preſence of the Ged of Ja- 
oral cob, Which tarned the Rock into a ſtanding Water, the 
ei Flint into a Fountain of Water ! As if he ſhould ſay, 
Fry! If thou did% but underſtand tis greatneſs , and bis 
kf Soodneſs, thou wouldſt both fear Eim and love 
; thei him. 
(pri Now the Underſtandins doth not embrace Truth 
birt: With deſire, becanie it isa Truth, for fois Hell ; but 
king becauſe 1t is an uſeful, deſireable, ſuirzb'e, and durable 
Rx Truth, ſo is God : Did we know him, we ſhould love 
* / Dim; #ndthe more we increaſe in knowledge of God, 
\ahþ the more we ſhall grow out of love with our ſelyes , 
of and increaſe of love to God, for God islove, and 
anſwerable to the knowl-dg2 we have of his Loveli- 
\ nefs, Will our aff, tion be driwn out to bim, it 1s 
Thi | = 2 we 
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love makes the Law eaſie , it was Chriſts J:7:- made him | 
bear with Peter, and ſeek to reſtore h:m to early, 
after he had denied him ſo ungratefully. And it waz 
the Seed of true love in Peter , thar drew him upon |. , 
Chrifts new admonition to weep ſo bitterly, The loy % * 
of the Lord underſtood by a finner, his Creation love, 
his Redemption love, his Vocation love, and Salyz. 
tion love, being all @ee loves, without the leaſt Merit, 
makes the Soul look back, and ſee its fins in its wofy] ' 
Die ; then looks forward and ſees its Lord with the 
Print of thÞ Nails in his hands, and the print of the 
Spear in his fide. And novr appears Chriſt full of loye, 
and now the Soul is fick of love. From hence ariſeth 
true hatred for ſin as fin ; and now no need to be ſuf. 
pected not to weep for ſuch miſcarriages, as are kept 
from publick view ; and here is then the true diſtinRion 
between a real, growing, and but a ſeeming Chriſtian, 
the one, his fin is his ſore , becauſe God ſees ; the 


ſwes, 
[tisa ltr 


other, his fin is his ſore, becauſe Man ſees, 
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m 
Thel Shewing the heart very bad, When under faults it can- 
ation ly ot bear plain dealing ; with three Cauſes of this 
and % Gadneſs ; and direttions for the Chriftian admonifher 
eaſt to take fix Companions along with him. 
1 Its mi | 
d with SI GN XX, 
unt oft | 
ll of W you love leaf thoſe Chriſtians that deal 
p moſt faithfully with you, in the opening 
a ' Jour ſores, and tendering your Remedies, 
Itis a ſtrongerevidence of a bad Spirit, when per- 
Chri ſons come to this paſs, cither they muſt be unſenſible 
4 of cheir bad ſtate, or elſe willing to continue in ic 
' throngh a hardened heart , _ buc may be eaſily diſcern- 
ed in a Church, either by their itching at moſt plain 
ſoul-ſearchingDoErine ; or their eſtrangedneſs to the 
_ moſt zealous ſpiritual Brethren, and if there be a 
luke warm Chriſtian in the Church, a thoufand to one 
but he is moſt of their ſociety ; they may alſo be known 
dy this, they are greateſt ſtrangers to the difficulceſt 
duties; *cis hard to bring them toearly dwies, and as 
bard to hold them at late ſervices; in a word, you may 
have their company, but it muſt be at ſervices molt 
eafje, when ſome outward credir may accrue to them 
by their profeſſion, then none ſhall ſeem more apt 
and aQiive then themſelves, and God that belt knows 
Ca this, greatly abhors this, and will chaſtiſe ſuch 
Churches as are not careful to remove, and will alfo 
| indue time, make ſuch perſons by one means or other, 
| fo manifeſt, that, he tbat runs may read them ; ge as 
R. there 
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there are ſuch that will not like them that deal faithful: i ®* 
ly wich them , even fo, there are ſome that out of | 
perſonal reſpz& to ſuch, and for fear to loſe their #9"! 
favour, will not tell them ſo nakedly of their ſores; re pulle 
buc in love to their perſons ſpeak faintly of their ſing xe done 
and ſo hate their Souls, In ſhew theſe area man, #0 
greateſt friends, but in cruth his greateſt enemies, wit- 

neſs the falſe Prophets, 1 Kinzgs 22. 6. Shall Ip 
againſt Ramoth Gilead to hatrel, or ſhall 7 forbear? 

and they [aid go np,for the Lord hath delivered it into thy 

hand. And when a Frophet of the Lord one A4icaiah  Thare 
is called for, ver/. 13. They would fain have ſeduced a 
him to ſpeak good words, as they called it, thatis gd, fo 
pleafant promiſes, though they were lyes ; Thus we 3 Adm 
may ſee the property of ſome falſe Prophets, tha Xinthec 
for an {ngel will cry up a perſon asif he were almoſt Wt aw: 
an Angel, it was even ſo in Feremiah's time, Chap. 8, ®W0 
They have bealcd the hart of the Daughter of my peoplt 3this a 
ſlightly, crying, peace, peace, When there was no prace, ®CONL 
When God would not, nor righteouſly could not, Hatter 
ſpeak peace but war, becauſe of their miſdoings ; yet np, 
theſe falſe Prophets make promiſes of peace to them; Mer Cc 
though in their fins, that as God by the Prophet Fze- Exton? 
kicl complains, C.hap. I 3. Sowe pillows under arm-hules tn advi 
for: pieces of bread, and handfals of barly, Sparing ate, Wl 
what he would haye deſtroyed, and deſtroying what i«F 
he would have ſpared. 

It isa very great Judgment npon a Charch or peo- 
ple, to bave fuch amongſt them, as will ſpeak peace 
ro any out of the way of peace; itis as bad a judp- 
ment upon thoſe perſons, that love not thoſe that *þ; i 
ſpeak war to them, when their impenitency ſpeabs | ® Sin; 
the ſame , yet of ſuch the Apoſtle St. Pax! complains, | Miels, 
Gal. 4.15, 16. Am / therefore become Jonr enemy) be Js. 
cauſe 1 tell you the trath > Doubtleſs theſe —_ Jl Cond 
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fo ik ſpeak ih their hearts as much, as others ſpeak of the 
thatouy Prophet Amos, C hap. 7. To. who ſay, 7 heland 
0 loſe t ir ab/e to bear his Words , once this ſame Church could 
theirſoQ have pulled our their eyes ( if it had been poſſible ) ro 
f ther have done this ſame Apoſtle good ; Now counts him 
Team theirenemy for telling therp che truth, 
emis, x Before I paſs toche cauſes of rhis decay, I ſhall of- 
. Shut} fer ſomething by way of Caution, rouching the A D- 
[1 fry VISOR and the ADVISED, Firſt tothe Ad- 
ed it im viſor. 
dne Miz 1 have ſeen in my experience many an uſeful and 
lave ſely needfal admonition, proye as Water ſpilt upon the 
dit, th ground, for want of Six Companicns, that the Chri- 
$4; Thy ftian Admoriſher in his faithful dealing with hi: Bro» 
phets, { ther in the opening his Sores, and tendring his remedies 
weree ought always to bring along witch him , their names 
e, Ci are worthy to be known, and their Company prized 
of myp if this Cafe, The name of the Firſt, is Con/deration * 
2 $32 the Second, is Love : the Third, is Time : the Fourth, 
coal, is Matter : the Fifth, is 2Zamney 3 and theSixth, is End, 
Joings; Fir, Conſideration; Have 1 heard or ſeen my 
cetoty Brother commit a Treſpaſs. Now what ſaith Confi- 
whe? deration ? It firſt goes to Prayerin its Cloſer ; and 
» ay} {ben adviſeth me to weigh the Treſpaſs in Gods Bal- 
lance, whether Great or Small, whether againſt 
wing the Firſt Table or Second, or both, whether more 
" Accidentalor Hibituil , under what Circumſtances of 
Appravation, leſs or more, whether hurry ed by the 
Strength of Termpration; and fo Sin ſought him : or 
whether the Temptation Remote, and ſo he ſong5t 
the fx , and thus Conſideration doth its office, as to 
the Sin; but keeps all in his ows bxeaft, rill a further 
, Progreſs, and having confidered the Sin and its De- 
erees. Now Confideration weighs the Conftitaticy, 


/ and Cond;tiov of the Perſon , W hat elementary influ- 
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ence of the Heavens, hath moſt impreſſion upon him 
naturally ; Is he m5/d or Cho#erick ? Is this his addiQ- 
ed Sin, that which hath influence upon him, that 
which he is moſt aptto of all other to be taken with,his ®#% 
right eye fin, or his right hand fs, bis Dalilab, bis 
Abſolom ;, thus and thus having weighed , he paſſe, 
judgement in his Spirit ; and now calls for his next 
door Neighbour, L O V E and difcourſeth the matter 
with him; and thisis the ſecond Companion, namely 
Love, thatis to go along with him, Now Love faith, 

/ T have heard or ſeenthis Brother Treſpaſs ; but am [ 
a fit perſon to deal with him for this Treſpaſs ? Do] | 
witha fervent heart Love him,if not, I am not fit togo * 
along with Conſideration to him, for if I Love him, 
I ſhall do all in Love, and not through paffion oyer- 
do; ſome Chriſtians have ſhown ſo much want of 
Love in their Admonitions, that while they have pre- * 
tended it was the Lords quarrel, they look upon them 
have managed it with ſo /zet/e Love, as though it were 
their own , therefore faith Love, if I hate his ſin, and | 
love his perſon, I may be uſeful in Conſiderations Com- 7c 
pany ; but Iam fureI do dearly Lovehim ; and there- | 
fore will make Gods words my rule, which hath com- | 
manded me}, ler all your works be done in Love; and 
now Love calls its next door Neighbour , ' na mely, 
TIME, andthatis che Third Companion. 

Now faith Time to Conſideration, you have been 
with God at prayer in your Cloſet, and have weighed 
the Sin under every Circumſtance, and you ( mean- 
ing Love) have refolyed your ſelf in this queſtion, 
that you Love the perſon with all your heart ; but hate 
his ſin, and your Love is ſach, chatyou can, anddo 
oreatly ſimpathize with him, and have been praying 
tor lim, and adviſing with Conſideration about him, 
and have reſolved to do all in Loveto his Body ; but 

in 
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allg, in a moſt eſpecial manner to his precious Soul, no 
um, t!Q Mother can be more troubled at the fall hath her Child 
a vithy hath got, and the wound thereby, then you are trou- 
lah, k bled at this your Brothers fall. Now faith 7:me, 
he pug when ſhall we go and ſpeak with him ? we muſt 75me 
Chis i@ our undertaking , for every thing 7s beantiful in its 
le aty ſeaſor» 5 we will rake him when moſt alone, and freeſt 
), ranþ from any incumbrance of worldly buſineſs, and not 
Lore fl Chaffed in his mind about any croſs or loſs, affliction 
buta| Of provocation; and if we cannot ſpeed, we will go 
a? 1 again, and again, aud again ; not mattering our #:”e 
N fit tp ſo we gain the End of our Time ; and having thus 
Lonely timed our work, we will call our next neighbour, 
Fonoy Whoſe name is MATTER, and that is the Fourth 
| var} Companion. 
; haves Now faith Matter we muſt do all by rule, itis that 
wont Which muſt be our guide ; for as many in ſpeaking 
oh ity 20d aQing, as walk according to this rule, Peace be 
F fix them, and God will proſper them ; well then, what 
5ons( SCCipeure hath he ſinned againſt? What Law hath he 
an{thy broken ? How ſhall we do to convince him of this fin? 
ha, theſe arc the precepts that he hath broken ; and for 
we. y cle we mult call him to confederation 51 Love to day, 
-namd and not defer it till another time in this marter, with 
ſucceſs, then we muſt have ſome fit 92a»ner alſo for 
barely Comfort to our fallen Brother by way of promiſe : for 
e meh Ou neighhour AFatrer bids us uſe theſe Scriptures if he 
(ns be Stubborn, and theſe Scriptures if he be Bowed, and 
cue fall under his $7». 
phe And now Matter calls bis next door Neighbour, 
; ial whoſe name is MANNER, and he is the fifth 
y m Companion who is to go along with the reſt ; Ard 
=; now ſaith 1arrer, be ſure you having prayed and 
".. Weiphed his iz, and conſulted with Love, with Time, 
"11, Matter, Now you muſt uſc a ſuitable way or _ 
K 3 'q) 


|| 
| 


132 Siznsof a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, n 
of ſpeaking ; for I have known many a good cauſe jyjjew 
ſpoyled by ill management, .tterefore we muſt | in 
keep down paſſion, and ſpeak to him ſomildly, that y juvea 
the Aanner of our ſpeech may rot give him occaſion hn to 2 
to think that our nexr door Neighbour LO V E was ktreal 
abſent: 1 or [ orce knew an ancientChriſtian ſaithae jv ther 
#er in his »zatter and 92axner Of rebuking a fault, TY 


ſpoyled the Cauſe, and LOST HIS END. Fer grtains | 
as to the Hatter, he did vie improper or ſ{cripturelef n ule i 
expreſſions; and as for the Afanner he did not doit 
with that gravity and /eri9uſneſs of Spirit that Conþ.. ; 
deratios and Love called for ; ſo that the mannerd 57 hy 
our carrizge muſt be ſuch, as that we may not look pe 
onr /ahonr; and for that reaſon we will call our next _ 
in 


and lait door Neighbour, and thatis END, whois 
the Sixth Companion, that is to go along with Conſe 4,0. 
aeration, .Love, Time, /1atter and Manxer * trad he 
Now ſaich Ed, What do we propoſe to our ſelvs\ 64 
in this Enterpriſe ? what is our Zyd? Let us examine jv .4 
our heart? eraly and chroughly Is our £24, to ble. |; 
miſh our Brothers Reputation ? Are we glad heisfal f 
en? Arewe going now to put him to open ſhame, and 5 
make him the by-word of ſuch 2s waited for his Halb, 
zog, if chis be our exd, ſaith Ex4d, then let us mourn b ofered 
over our ſelyes, and get into another frame, orelk y, 
chuſe other perſons to the work ; for if our enlke Bro ? 
right, ic is the honour of God, who is diſhonouredly |; c. 
this ſin, andit is the regiining onr Brother by Repet-|,Q = 
tance. Oh? Row will it grieve us to hear the adv | 
fary tay, Aha! Aha ! Aha ! Aha! So would we havelh, Ueertan 
and v/hat ſhall then become of the great name of Go Tm 
theſe are 2zy ends, and therefore let us proceed ro the he ou 
work, anil caxe ail our Neighbours with us, and te Ad J 
good 1,ord tour good ſpeed, mer, Amen. 


Not 
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| Nowif Chriſtians will make this way their rule, or 
Poly the like way of proceeding as much better as they can, 
nll [onely in my experience of the dreadful conſequences 
M 't har have attended the contrary, andin my intire affe.. 
Th ion to a regulation caſt in this my poor mite into the 
M tka Lords treaſury ;& now ſhall offer a word ofcaution,al- 
1: ; ſototheperſon towhom theſe neighbours cowe ; and 
$1 that is, that he would take the ſame heed, how he 
r ſeri Eertains this company in their coming to him, as 
Yo they take in fitting themſelyes to come co him, that 
they be may acquit himſelf from being under this dying 
the « fign-of loving leaſt ſuch plain-dealers. And to this 
— -** end, I humbly offer my advice; namely , that be 
Aw would alſo take heed of heart-ri/ing, and put on con- 
ND. fideration, and go immediately into his Cloſer, and 
_ hear all in Leve, and think charitably of the gueſts ; 


and conſtrue their Ed with Charity, thar as they have 
c S reſolved before they came, to do all in Love, fohe 


' now reſolve to receive all in Love, that when they have 
LAB {Lljvered their meſſage, they may take their leave 
FEST ih the Apoſtles words, ye do all things Dearly Be- 
gait 1,,,-d for your edification ; and he may return upon 
jenſlut them with theſe words of the Apoſtle, Finally, 27y 
df p,cthrew Farewell. Now by this means, occaſion will 
0let8 he offered to conclade with thankſpiving to C:od at 
rae,” their return , and no occaſion offered to rempt 
il f® this Brother to abate in his Love to the perſon; 
ſhow becauſe of any ill management of the matter, 
jer ji neither will this leave any Room for this dy- 
earth jnp ſign to take place in the Church of God ; bur 
Wy yill certainly tend to its preventing, or it begun toits 
nanedb ſpeedy removing, And to theſe great ends, The ble- 
J veel ſſing of God I'4 along with the Adwiſer and Adviſed. 
163, Amen, 
ah, | : 
F#* q K 4 UL 
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But I ſhall briefly ſpeak of two or three Cauſes of je you 
this Decay, which being avoided, may ſerve as { (g bold 
many Remedies againſt this dying Sign, i that © 
Firſt, A firſt Cauſe is, ſhaking hands apain with ;Fuler 
our old fins, falling in love with what once we loth- 4, 5h 
ed ; very burthenfome to J1ſracl was oſes, when g Diſo 
once they began to grow :ffected with che Fiſh, the {yjuth 
Cucumbers, and the Mellons, that they had in Eyyp, 
not only then good, plain dealing /foſes come outof | 
requeſt, but even Gods Manna, thengh Angels food, 
Num, 11. F, 6. Weremember the Fiſh which We did 
eat in Egypt freely, the Cucnmbers and the Mellon, 
and the Leeks, and the Onyons, and Garlick;, butun\. 1 
our ſoul is dryed away, and there 1s nothing at all beſidy pore 


this Manna before our eyes, and this we lothe as ligh | "_—_ 


bread, Chap 21. pe 
But Secondly, A ſecond Canſe may be this, a wb = 


this dec 


loſing the reliſh we once had to heavenly things, er, 
2.23. 1 remember thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, th 
love of thine efponſals : When thou wenteſt after men 
the Wilderneſs, in a Land that was not ſown, thenth 
waſt holineſs to the Lord; and the firſt fruits of huin H 
creaſe ,, but now be aſtoniſhed Oh heavens at thi, an WV 
be herribly affraid yea very deſolate, ſaith the Lord; | 
for my people have forſaken the Fountain of living we bes or diy 
ters, aud hewn ont to themſelves broken Ciſterns tha \arthe 
enn hold n9 Water, Bat 1 have a few things agauf i lh, u 
thee, beeanſe thou haſt left thy firſt love, Remembn |Win it 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, or elſe I wil |\ething 
come and remove thy Candlſtich except thou rep, U (elit 
Rev. 2. Ix. | thdaby 
Thirdly, A third Cauſe may be this, a too too mudl | thul ſuf 
complying with the friendſhip-of this World : whid U profic 
in its latitude is enmity with God, Gal. 5. 7. 7edigl of y 
rn Well, who did hinder you, ( Or as the margin ron niger, 
| of 
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ft drive you back ) that you ſhould not obey the trath - 
*b/ (or hold on your way ) Th perſwa/ion comes not of 
4... bim that calleth you : If any come to me and hate not 
OR hu Father, and his Mother, Wife, Children, Brg- 
= thers, Sifters, yea, and hi own life alſo, he cannot be 
ek my Diſciple, Luke 14. 26. Demas hath forſaken me, 
$4 and hath imbraced this preſent World: Read and con- 


In 
I a, ſider, 


ma CHAP, XXL. 
S. Proving the condition of the rich as well as the poor, to 
Mah « be a conditionof trouble ; and that whether it be com- 
' mou or more then ordinary, to be anſwerable in pray* 
er, with a deſcription of the different kinds of trouble ; 
With profitable Objettions anſwered ;, ana 4.canſes of 

this decay aſſigned. 


SI GN XXI. 


X 7 Hen nnder more thau ordinary trouble, 


af flitions, or ſtraits, you are not more 
, then ordinary in Prayer. 

For the opening of chis Sign. 
Firſt, what is meant by troubles ? It is ſomething 
| than jn it ſelf is not, nor cannot be pleaſant ; Bur 
j ſomething that oppoſeth and withſtandeth the deſire 
and delight of the mind, and therefore in Scripture 
called a burthen , Caft,thy burthen rpon the Lord and 
roo 1908 he ſhall ſuſtain thee, were trouble a marter of pleaſure, 
ra;s 20d profit in it-ſelf, there would not be that proper 
$.1.h need of prayer, and calling for help from one tha is 
a ſtronger ; So that asthe word is univerſal ia an ordi- 
1 nary 
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nary caſe, it takes in theſe cares, fears, and ſorrogy | Sect 
in common, that we are dayly incident to, Fob 5.6, -, of 
Han is born to trouble, as the ſparks fly upward, ? 
Thatis, it is as natural for man to meet with trouble, ? ut (of 
as it is for che ſparks to fly upward, becauſetherej , 1107's 
not that ordinary common condition, bur it hath jy w_ 
proper temptation ; as I ſhall inſtance in this folloy. ! 
ing : for faith the poor man, were Ia rich man, hoy 
glad, how thankful, how contented ſhould I be? in poor 
But Solomern ith of the rich, Ereleſ. 2. Who can fete 
come afrer the King? I got me this and this, yer af herich: 
vanity and vexation of Spirit ; and there 5 no profit un- F IF 
der the San. py £0 
Objeft. Why no profit ? 4% the 
For theſe reaſons, firft, he is very apt to be high a Oand 
minded, and that will dog him, and trouble him, 
and as it is very hard for the poor to keep the wolf 
from his door, that is hunger and rags, even ſo the |, 
rich heis in danger of,and inyolyed with trouble, 17m. 
G. 17. Charge them that are rich in this world, thu 
they be not bigh minded; whena high mind in a ſtately 
Coach, and a meek Chriſt on a poor Aſﬀles colt meet | 
together, Herods Palace, and Chriſts Manger, Itis |: 
well now if the high mind do not rather die than ſtoop, 
Zxod. 5. 2- compared with Dan. 3. 15. Whou th |. 
02d that 7 fonld obey him > what God x able to aeli- 
ver you out of my hand > Here in their greatneſs, they | 
challenge God, Zames 5. Do not rich men oppreb | 
you, and bring you before Rulers? Is it not their 
common pracice to uſe their power to oppreſs you, 
and as Solomon ſaith, Prov. 18. 23. While the pur 
wſeth intreaty, the rich anſwereth roughly. Now Gol 
is pleaſed to eſtabliſh a ſtatute in 7/rae/ to prevent the 
evil of high mindedneſs, which the rich was incident , 
tO, Dent, 17. 18, 19, FE; | _ 4; 
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?j.; But Secondly, The rich hath che trouble of care, 
7 whe} 5 well as the poor , differing only in this, it runneth. 
h tro) in another Channel ; For the abundaxce of the rich, 
anſerhy, 2 07 ſuffer him to ſleep, he is ſo beſet with fears of 
tiths. therobber,8 cares how to ſecure,as holds his eyes,is as 
his ally 8diſeaſe upon him, Zccleſ, 5.12. It is clear from expe- 
d man þ Fence alſo, for ſome rich are ſo beſet with troubles, 
uld [1 that they wiſh as a hope of deliverance, that they had 
” | been poor 3 Thus much ior the rich, Now the poor 
Ws, » hath his troubles alſo, rchough of a contrary kind, for 
mo a the rjch are apt to be too high, ſo the poor too low ; 
fob 5. 15. But he ſaveth the poor from the mighty, 
. . thatis, from being cruſhed by him, P/a/. 113.7. He 
tobej 76/eth the poor ont of the Auſt ; they are ſolow, thac 
ble God ſtands for them coupho:d them, and keep them, 
, leſt they ſink. 
b Secondly, As rhe rich, his abu:.dance will not ſuffer 
i bim to ſleep. Prov. 16, x5. So the deftruttion of the 
WI & his poverty, thit is, it leads him to do that 
a that will deſtroy. Prov 30. 7. Left 1 be poor and ſteal, 
Seat; £94 fake te name of m) Gedinvain;, Havger, Cold, 
e,; Fears, Cares, Poverty, and Oppreflion, that 1s their 
bak POTLION. 
Now all theſe are common troubles, that are 
, Incident to every man, but more then ordinary are 
ſuch as are not ſo common, that do not come every 
7 day, but: are of fach a kind as this, P/al. Fo. 15. 
"Call upon meinthe day of trouble ; This day of trou- 
ble notes ſomething of ſingularicy, as elſe-where tlie 
hour of temptation, notes ſomething not ordinary 
and common ; for every man is ſubject to be tempted 
daily , but this is called hour of tryal, becauie it tx 
ſome temptation of 2 ſtrange kind, not ordinary and 


eh 
ble 


*} common, as is evidenced by theſe Scriptures follow- 


| Ing,  Nehem, 4.9. Nevertheleſs we mage our praner 
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#uto our God, Iſa. 37. 11,12, 13» Lukes. 12, FR, rs 
12. 5. All theſe Texts plainly ſhew, that the Praddice fy to 
of holy men, in more then ordinary troubles, wastg robe 
be more then ordinary in prayer. 

But it may be ObjeRed, what is meant by ordinary 
prayer; whether once or twicea day, men ouphtin f 
ordinary caſes to pray. le 

In Anſwer to which I ſhall firſt premiſe, thatma*"*. 
ought to pray dailyin, or under ordinary or common ® 
croubles, from theſe T=xts of Scripture, Aat, 6, * 

II. Give ws this day exr daily bread; this day, either 
intends ſome particular day in a mans life time; or elſe I”... 
every day; that day that we bave need of daily”? 
bread, or Gods ſtrength and help, is the day here ject, 
intended, but every body will grant, that every day 
we have need of daily bread; therefore doubtleſs, 
the intent of Jeſas Chriſt here is, that we ſhould priy 
every day. LZake 18. 1, 5. Men ought always topra 
an not to faint, but cry day and night, Luke 21, 36, , 
Pfal, 68, 3. compared with 88. 9. Hear me O Lud 
for I cry to thee daily; By this Thope all good men |, 
o_ conclude , that it is their duty to pray every | 

ay. | 
Objeftt How often every day in ordinary caſes,ought 
we to pray ? "IM 

Anſw. Where it hath notpleaſed God by way of 
precept, to dire& to times by way of aumber, exam- 
ple doubtleſs may teach us ſomething; Pſal 55. 17. 
Horning, noon, andlevening Will I pray and cry to God, | 
and he will hear mes, as if David ſhould ſay, my often 
1mportuning will be a means of prevailing, Dari! 
6, 10. Kneeled down upon his kn:es, three times add), 
and prayed, and praiſed God as he did afore time : cleat- 
iy proving, it was Devils pratice to be in that hea- 
yenly ſervice, three times a day ;- theſe Scriptures 

; compared 
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| {pared with 1 7 heſ. 5. 1,7. (pray withont ceaſing } 
« or. aching ſurely,cither that Chriſtians ought in ordinary 
5, wa moobles, to be found in prayer three times a day, or 

* "T.1eaſt ro beallthe day in a praying frame. 

di. | Oe. 3- But ſome may ſay, what if wedo not 
\ Only at all ſore dayes, ſhall wefare the worſe ? 

"7 Auſw. Firſt, if you pray notart all, you go ont of 
that, 006 peoples road; as botiz precept and example 
to point out ; Give 26 day by day orr daily bread: 
4, eming to note as well a continuance in the duty of 
ing, as in the need of receiving, alſo 1 Thef, 5. 
continually : Nehemiah, David, Daniel, and , 
Chriſt, by their daily praRtice ſeems to conſtrue 
Jay lyſt precept, to intend daily prayer, 
ery Secondly, not to pray at all, ſeems to put us ont of 
4 oracious proteQion, and ſo we prove ſelf-be- 
udp yers, Zeck. 36.37. I will yet for all this be inquired 
«by the bouſe of Iſrael, Luke 22. 40. Pray that yor 
wot into temptation ; if you (eckh him he willbe 
ud of you, but if you forſake him, he will for(ake you, 
1d ny CRroD. 15. 2. 

i Thirdly Not to pray at all, ſeems to put us out of 
! Tie way of promiſe of being helped in troubles , CaZ 
;,ouph 9% we in the day of trouble, and 1 will hear thee, and 
* ® thufbalt glorifie me, Plal. 53. Seek, and you ſhall find, 
tuck and it ſtall be opened to you. 

Fourthly, Negle& to prayer, tempts God to ſuffer 
b5to be lead into temptation : Poxr oxt your hearts be- 
for bim at all times, God ts a refuge for  : butitis 
of © ſuch as wait upon him by pouring out cheir wants 
4 17/ Xlore him, Lead 1 not into temptation, but deliver 

from evil, Mat. 6. Ifai, 64. 5- fp 
What hath been ſaid, may teach two things ; Firſt, 
"ſite lamentable condition of ſach as neither can nor 


" \Vill pray, chat areas unaccuſtomed toir, as the Hciter 
a 0 


way 0 
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ro the yoarR . living ablolute Atheilts in the World| yay ' 
ſaying in their hearr, if notin their aQions too, the, 

is no God: Pour ont thy wrath upon the heathen, a 
families that call not upon thy name. 

Secondly, This teacheth to ſtrengthen the hearts anf _ 
hands of ſuch as fear God, to this ſervice of prayer 
ir being partof their defence or Armour, Epheſ, gy 
Praying always with all prayer and ſupplication "th wi Ge 
ſpirit, watching thereunto with all perſeverance , &, (lt fe 
hen thou ſaiaſt [eek my face, my heart ſaid, thy fu "NS 
Lord will ] ſeek, : thor wilt bide me in thy pavili 
Pfal. 27. 4 56,7, ©, 9. Readand conſider, (6 
to the c:ufes ot this Vecay, 

Whenunder more then, &c. But what may bet(j',,1 
Cauſes of this Decay ? 1. Ignorance of elf-fraily;y and 
'2 Ignorance that troubles, or afflitions are Godlyun: 
frame-houſe, 3. Ignorance, what an eſpecial befyher 
God is in a time of rrouble. 4, Ipnorance, les 
prayer to God in trouble, is the very means appointelly ant 
by God to obtain help trom tronble. ln al 

Firſt, ignorance ol felf-frailty, Man that wbmy x 
of a Woman, ts of few days and fall of trouble. ly ; oh 
frailty ſaith, that he doth not laſt long, like the A OT; 
er ſent to the well, ard meets with a fall which break ph © 
eth it all to pieces, and it hecomerd uſeful no more;q i; 0, 
the holy Spirit in this Text gives us to underſtandtl'y qi, ©. 
ſtate of Man, heis Born of a Woman, and thatisbt ; not 
gument enough to prove his frailty, that asſudifag v4... 
ſhall Hunger; and Thirſt, and be full of Infirmis'\gy, ,; 
and Sickneſſes, Dying till he Dye : This is witneſld 1,11 
every dy; did we not ſhut our eyes fromit ? wb la what 
; thercan we goto City orCountry, and not meet Willgl 
frail man, under the: Burden either of Conſumpti 
Stone , Chollick, Barning- Feaver , . Tertiar 
T impany, Dropfie, Scnrvy, Griping, Gont, wy 
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Ie Wal] May not our dayly experiencetell us this? Are we 
00, bl, Ebbing or Flowing continually ? If at morning 
then, o ſoy0us, At evening in Heayyneſs , our ſtate notonly 
roabled in common, but our daily accidents ſhooting 
"At, itwere new Arrows of greater tronble at us, till we 
OlPray; ameto fulfill that doleful cry in the Morning, to ſay, 
Eph pould God it were Evening, and atEveninp to ſay, 
7 1 gould God it were Morning, Dext. 28. 67, No place 
Web of reſt for the ſole of the Feor. Doth not L O N- 
thy DONS houſes of Hoſpitality witneſs this eyery day ? 
/ 140 Yay we not go thither and find Captives creepingto 
r, DEATH, as it were looking gaſtly, weeping bit- 
_ terly, with this Sequel; Oh that my Days were at as 
Vt ad andy Nights no more ! Mortals look butround 
"=, and behold your frailty, here lies one full of 
Foanings, waiting to be cut for the Stone, here lies 
mother to have a gangrenned Leg or Arm Sawn off, 
4 : Uhre lies another eaten up with the Kings-Evil, here 
aPP & another eaten up of the Cancer; Ina word, we 
my conclude with the words of the Prophet {aiah, 
hat s (lap. 1. 6. From the Sole of the Foot, even unto the 
wit. Yhud there ts no ſoundneſs init, but wounds and bruiſes, 
the dputrifying ſores. 
ich - Noth nor chis beſpeak us full of Trouble > No ſoon- 
nom! ee is one ſtorm gone, butanother comes ; and doth: 
rſiint rot this call upon us to be in Prayer continually , and 
® jsit nota certain Argument of great decay in Godli- 
6% refs, when ignorance of Self-frailty is great ? Let us 
WM make with David, to David's prayer, Pſa. 39.4 
WI Lond make me to know mine end, and the meaſure of my 
It! dg; what it is, that I may know howt RAIL I am, 
neeh\ plainly noting this as aneſſential means, not only to 
wy put David upon the work of Prayer, but fervent perſe- 
$1 rerance in the ſame, 
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But Secondly, A ſecond cauſe may be this, Ignorance | 1r 
that troubles, or afflitions are Gods Frame-houſs, 

He there puts us to prove ns, that he may bowew wk; 
long abſence from Health js uſoally attended with f ; oe al 
ritual Wealth, Jr zs good for me that I have bees aff; $f 1 
fled, before I was affiifted 1 went aſtray, but now 1#0*) 
have learned thy Preceprts ; till this cime 1 knew not my ( 
Self , I did not confider my Frailty , nor thought 
Health ſo great a Jewel as now I ſeeit is, when //7g/ #t0be 
had reſt from trouble, chey grew ſetled upon their Lees. 4 fs 
Idleneſs brought them tro Wantonneſs, and being fed # troub 
to the full with Butter of Kine, and Milk of 2000s .\ 
with the fat of Lambs and Rams of the breed of B, 
ſhas, and there drink the pure wine of the Grape; #recan 
Then Jeſuram waxed fat and kicked, then he forſub# 
God that made him ; and lightly efteemed the rock of bi 
Salvation ; a (ad effte& did attend his fulneſs. 

Now in mercy comes trouble to file off this Ruſt, or }[*dgme 
eſe it will deſtroy and eat out like a Cancker,  Peſfiifte, 

All that relliſh, ſenſe and habit that once was in j{- Þ ſave 
yacl, inthe day when God tound him in a deſert Land, fsthy tc 
and in the waſt howling Wilderneſs; then he was hol $39. S: 
neſs to the Lord, ſtooped with his Heart, and Bowel #»ith # 
with his Neck ; Lord help and ſave me, and whatſo. #: it! 
ever thou commandeſt I will do, and whitherſoevet ® Ip 
thou ſendeſt me I will po, Where afflitions meet not PM, ant 
with a reprobate mind, or one yoid of Judgment; 8 
this is the very. effets of Trouble, Iſa. 26. 16, Li it Fog 
x trouble have they viſited thee, they ponred ont a pra Tht 
When thy Chaſtewing was upon thems they wereeaſlſ Uenot I 
with Cod when they felt the ſmart of the Rod, 9 Ptuce 
thac in brief. this may teach us that Troubles are Gob Wappoi 
Frame-houſe, and Ignorance of it an evident ſignd 
decay in Godlineſs. ; 


Third, 
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Ima) Thirdly, A third Cauſe of this decay may be this, 
nebos! Ienorance, What an eſpecial help God is in time of 
 bomy trouble, -He alone brings ir, and He alone Sandti::es it, 

d with and He alone removes it, Its Gods Love to afflict, 
beng He pave 1/rael into the hands of their enemies, be- 
but al cauſe they ſoon forgat his works, and waited not for 
7 ngty bis. Counſel , ſo they that hated chem ruled over them, 

Ir they feverthele!s he regarded their AfMiction and made 

Then ſk them to be Pityed of all thoſe that carryed them Cap- 

therls tive. - ffisetrons doth not come out of the Deſt, xeither 

| being] deb - troubles ſpring out of the Ground, God is 2 
of ty gracious .\ gent in the whole courſe of a mans Pilgri- 

ed 1 mage, and fo eſſentially our towre in times of crouble, 
he Gry that we can no way bear it or improve it withonr him z 
be fe Devid was well $Killed in this biefſzd Arichmetick ; 
rock whatſoever others raay think of Gods being a Cauſe 
| jor Cnre of ſuch as are in trouble ; 7 know 0 Lord that 

Rui thy 7dgments are right, and that thou in faithfulneſs 
{hf afiifed me, Plal. 119.75. Thou Lord art he that 
wait both ſaverh from Trouble, and favech in Trouble ; 
fert]{ tiisis thy ceſtimony given of thy great Msjeſty , Dewte 

e wall 32. 39. See now that I even |] am he, aud there 3s no 

Bod God with me ; I kill and I make alive, I wornnd and 1 
teal : neither ts there any that can deliver ont of my 
{ bend, Ignorance of this is a greac let to ſpiritual 
growth, and a great cauſe why Gods Altar in time of 
trouble is ſo little viſited. 
. But Foarthly, A Fourth cauſe of chis decay, narme- 
rap ly, That when under more then ordinary Troubles; 
{ we are not more then ordinary in Prayer, may be this, 
pad { Faorance that prayer to God in trouble isthe very 
re} Means appointed by God to obrain help from trouble , 
of Prayer is a Chriſtians HANDS, It isbis working 
"9 Tools, wichout-which he cannot do any great exploit. 
bire any Artiſt never ſo much room and tirtie ww 
| L Jon 
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ſome excellent piece of work, yet deny him Took: j40MI 
and it will prove like the Egyptian Taskemaſters, ng yl | 
Straw, no Brick; as Food and Cloathing is the mean }f?R 
of natural Health, ſo Prayer mixed with Troubleig þl hat 
the means of ſpiritual health, without which neither gle 
can ſtand. The Ax heweth the Timber, the Hammer \lvd of 
forceth the Nail, the Lime and Morter fixerh the Brick, jt, I/ 
and the Hands of the cunning Work-men buildeth the thy $ 
Houſe, and prepareth againſt the ſtorms a ſuitable hy. 25. 
bitationz thus Prayer is a Chriſtians hands, without #0 U 
which he cannot hold God , Let me alone Zoſes, do urn 
not by Prayer hold my hands from doing ſome prex *; 
Execution opon Rebellious 1/rae! : 7 will not let the ju thit 
go ( ſaith good 7aceb ) till thou bleſs me. I will not mile tc 
ceaſe praying till I find God coming by faith, always jry. 
to pray and not faint , Is the way or Channel thr 
which I muſt expe& the promiſe, NO PRAYER 
NO PROMISE; noſeeking, no finding: if | 
Ceaſe to call in trouble, God will Ceaſe toanſwerin j 
trouble 3 7 have ſet patch-men npon thy Walls O Pers 
ſalem, which (hall never hold thety peace day nor night: 
Mark that I beſeech you, day nor njght. You that 
make mention of the Lord, Keep not Silence and 
give him no reſt, that is, ceaſe not praying rill the 
accompliſhing the promiſe, till he eſtabliſh, andril © 
he make Ferz»ſalem a praiſe in the Earth : moſtpe- 
tinent to this, is that bleſſed word in Zzekzel 36. 36 

I the Lord bnild the ruinedplaces, and plant thatthi | 
was deſolate; 1the Lord have ſpoken it, and I wil 


.,. ite Here js a great and gracious promiſe that the 
'* . Land that was deſolate, ſhall be as the garden 0. 


' Eden, and the Cities that lay waſt ſhall be ſexes | 
and inhabited, ( bat pray mark how ) »erſe 37. 1 | | 
for all this, I will be enquired after by the houſe of [ſrae!/ 
26 ao it fer them, they ſhall pray unto me, * | 
P AU* !-. 
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aInpROMISE todoit, isfo far from being a ground 
alter, i to ceaſe Prayer, chatit is the very FOUNDATION 
OF PRAYER, they muſt pray for ic, becauſe 
Tri God hath promiſed to do it; A lively example for 
Kline this have we upon record in a Sam. 7. 27. For thou 
0 Lord of Hofts, God of Iſrael haſt revealtd to thy 
itieli ſervant, ſajing, 1 Will build thee a houſe, therefore 
Width herb thy Servant fornd in his heart to pray this prayer, 
uitadl! yerſe 25. And now O Lord Gedthe WORD THAT 
, WTHOUV HAST SPOKEN ( or promiſed ) 
Moſu; concerning thy Servant, and concerning hi houſe, efta- 
ſomep bl; it for ever, and do as thou haſt ſaid. Hereit is 
»e le( plain that David was ſo far from preſuming upon the 
In miſe to ceaſe from the duty of prayer, that itis 
ith, #'bis very Argument that he uſes in prayer, that whar 
fel thy God had promiſed he would be intreated to perform 
RA!lThe good Lord help us to confider this, and fol 
ding: - paſs to the 224. Sign of dying in Godly- 
oanſx tefs. 
'h 
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CHAP. XXII. 
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: 


Containidg init an Aſſertionof the Cauſes of A fflittiug, 
and that without great provocation God is not Wag weeſlar 
to afflift bis people, and though provoked, weryus keSpn 
willing to extremity : with four Objeltions the in be und 
ſeem to complain againſt this Dottrine, AnſWered, |, was 


x cauſe 
SI GN. XXII, 


| Hen you are mighty careleſs to Inquire lwsbefo 
'- after the ſpiritual cauſe of Affii&ion,and ut 1 

mighty careful to Inquire after the natural cure if 
Afflittion, | 

The more or leſs ſpiritual any man is. may b Þ 
eaſily diſcovered under this Tryal ; AfMiRion being 
of that piercing kind, that other tryalsare nor, be |, 
cauſe of the great influence it hath upon the Senſitive 
part of man, where ever it comes, while ſenſere. h 
mains, it makes the perſon reſtleſs, either to findout'\, : 
Cauſe, or Cure, or both. We may therefore fir a 
inquire after the word Affliction, what that meaneth "_ 
ro ati, is to lay ſome burthen upon a perſon, tht 
1s not ordinary, Gen. 15. 13. Therethey ſpall affii |, 
Jou four hundred years : this is opened in Exod. 1. tC 
Iſrael is made to ſerve with rigour, Lam: 1. 4,5. Tit A | 
wayes of Z i:n do mourn, becauſe none come to the ſolems hu ef 
feaſts : all ber gates are deſolate, her Prieſts pgh, im ge 


Virgins are aſfifted, and ſhe ts in bitterneſs, Jha ba, 


ſeen, 1have ſcen the affiiftion of my people which art 


theſe Texts it appears, that afliRion meaneth a" |, 


Egypt. by reaſon of his tack-maſters, As 3. 34+ 3 | "_ 
grief 


Y dC 
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|orief or trouble that cometh upon ſoul or body, name 

| [oreſtate, 1or the puniſhment of fin, or thetryal of 

'faich; -ſo chat ſickneſſes and diſeaſes, as Feaver, and: 

yu Ague, Conſumption, Inflimation and the like, are all 

"Feb 7 compriſed under this word AfMiRion , It will therefore 
1  \heneceſlary to open the word Spiritual cauſe, it bein 

2; athe Sign oppoſed tonatural cure : by ſpiritual ce 

any) * © be underſtood, ſome proyoking Godinthe ſub- 

jet afflicted, to the procuring this afic4ion, noting 

ſome cauſeor other, why rhe Spirit ſuffers it to come 

upon ue. 

| | Now every body will be ready to grant, that theſe 

fo I'm things before premiſed, may be truly called aMiRion, 

iFing bat not grant that there canbe ſach a ſpiritual canſe in 
74] cxrj themſelves, and fo make the Signof no force, © 

_ © |. Now toclearup this doubt, let us make this inqui- 

tf, whether any aMidion, or death it felf, come 


a: 5 won any man, but for ſome cauſe or other from the 


man, ( active or imputative ) that is, he either ſo aR- 
;1& in his particular perſon, or ſome body elſe in his 
feneral relation, and on him it is righteouſly come ; 
{For the reſolution of this queſtion, let us inquire 
what cauſes in Scripture the righteous God aſſigns 
7" Micions or death unto, Ges, 3. 9.10, 1T, 12,13» 
Who told thee theu wert naked ? Haſ thou eaten of the 
Tree I commanded thee not toeat : Thethings in this 
ful K; Chapter conſiderable are theſe, verſe 14. the Serpent 
LE: p muſt go upon his belly, eat duſt, and be curſt above 
3/78 every beaſt of the field, verſe 16. tothe woman he ſaith, © 
4 | I'will greatly multiply thy ſorrow, and thy concepticn ;, 
1 M in ſorrow thou (Falt bring forth children: and to Adam 
4 - } be-ſaith, Curſed is the ground for thy ſake, T horns. 
bis o and Thiftles it ſhall bring forth tothee, duſt theu art, 
3447 end to dnft thon ſhalt return , you ſeeintheſe verſes, 
an"s miſery both upon the woman and the mar, is broughec 


go ; £2 and 


It 
- ſon, 
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and the reaſon by God affipned . verſe 17. Becauſe 9 
thou haft done thy in hearkning to thy wife, cnrſedy (ne, | 
the groand for thy ſake : fo alſo 7oſh. T. T7. Iſral, | ohjeth. 
Gods prevailing people, that by day had a pillar of, 2440 | 
cloud, .and by night a pillar of fire miniſtring ung jet aj 
them, now cannot ſtand before their enemies; Foſta, ® that 
that at another eime commands the Sun, and Moon, (10e, 
and they obey him; now by prayer cannot premil, hiſs. 
for 1/racl Gods people, againſt che curſed Nation, Al, if 
But whatis the matter ? verſe 11, 12. T/rael hath fn. {bee - 
"ned and cannot ftand, neither will I be with them an) tub ; 
more, except they put the accarſed thing from amo fat goC 
them, Lam. 3. I, 13. 1 am the man that have ſen kng UT 
affi#tion, verſe 39. Wherefore doth aliving man con- rlary 
plain, a man for the puniſhment of his ſin ? 1 Cor. 11, js It 
3. For this Caule many are ſick and weak, 'and bin D 
fleep. 1 Thef. 2. 11, Foy this Cauſe God ſhall ſeal i Gods t 
them ſtrong deluſron, that they all might be damned tha to 
believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrightenſ- rl take 
eſs : and let all the houſe of 7/rae! know, that withat 
« Cauſe, [ bave not done all that Thave done, [aithtk 
Lora, Ezek. 14, 23. Much more might be ſaid, s | 
to afflitions that attend both the body and mind; |: 
rogether with the Cauſes : and this left to conſite | 
ration. 
Whether if Hell, Condemnation, the highell of Vie place 
Affliction, be the fruit or reward of fin and anke 'Vznd v 
lief: much rather ſickneſs, and diſcaſes with deathi '*00d | 
ſelf, which are the leaſt afflitions, muſt come fron in, | 
Creature Cauſes : Now if any man can afligni Ohelt 
other Cauſe then God doth here aſſign, let him6 & 3 
it; if not by all this comparing of it with che cghd|\Wrin 
Sign of dying to Chriſt, in which I have been mot 10 vicho 
Jarge upon atHiion, inward and outward, git |®#that fe 
their Cauſes ; I ſhall cherefore proceed to oy oy 
| 2. jeciio 
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Ba jeRions, that ſeem co complain againſt this Do. 
, (ſy, Arine. | 
7. Fa 0bjeft. 1, The firſt ObjeRtion is grounded upon, 
pilley 2: $497 12. 14: The Child that is born, tothee ſhall 
ſtrinpy ſorely dje David is threatned- with death in the 
s; 7g child chat hath not offended, contrary to this Do- 
and Vin Qrine, | 
thre 4nſ®- This a&t of God to take away David's 
d Nay Child, if conſidered, will be fonnd mercy mix with 
lhah Jaſtice, David by the Law was to die for the matter of 
þ they Uriah ; now God in reſpet he bare to David for 
fow os Fhat good he had done, and furtber was like to do, 
t bayj being a man ſo after Gods own heart, goes out of the 
livery way, ſpares the perſon of David, andim.. 
"| (zz; paces it upon therelationof David, viz. his Child, 
als © in Davids ſeed he puniſhed Davids perſon ; This 
þg{$ Gods uſual way in Scripture, and ſers His Majeſty 
oat, to be full of Mercy in the midſt of Juſtice, he 
will take away the firſt born in Zgypr, that had not 
fnned, and therein plagued Pharoah, and their Fa- 
thers chat had ſinned : Thar this is mercy, conſider 
be fyl.lf David the ſinner be cut off far his fin, there was 
| an} cano room left co manifeſt repentance either in Da-= 
ro af 994 Or the Egyptians, yet death muſt come that God 
may be juſt, and though nothing but Juſtice muſt 
high! take place, yetin that he will be as merciful as poſfible 
101g 0 and with Juſtice ; Therefore there is truly a Cauſe, 
4 n 4 God to impute death to Davids Child, for Davids 
' fin, 


= © Objeft. 2. The ſecond ObjcRion is grounded upon 
| (ei Ta 2. 3. which ſeems alſo ro complain againſt this 

DoQrine in theſe words ; Thou haſt moved me againſt 
bee Job without a Canſe, be i aperfeft and upright man, 


we that feareth God, and bateth evil, 


thes 


x go” L 4 | | Anſ W. 


| 
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Anſvv. God goeth inthis out of his ordinary wyy' Jjþſev 
aSin the caſe of St. ”anls converſion, As g. It wil job 1794 
not be ſafe to imagine, that others are unconyerteq | 0h 
becauſe God meers not others ſo , ſometime Go jj 57. 
doth things to ſhew his Power and Majeſty , an( |; he 
greatneſs over all, nd his uſing inſtruments inanex. |ad no 
eraordinary caſe, as his raiſing Lazar from the |yod m 
grave, and from death the widows Son, and others jey mig 
is no warrant for us to allude to caſes ordinary. pliesit 
Secondly, Here was a cauſe if not jn Fob, and indeed yold be 
neceſſity that this ſhould come npon him, if we confi. weladr 
der, Chap. 1. 9, There t none like fob, ſaith God, duh | 4uſw 
he ſerve thee for nonght ? ſaith $atan, put but forthth |uyevi 
hand,and be will curſe thee ts thy face. Now that ?ob did | Firſt, 
not ſ:rye God juſt becauſe Cod had dealtſo well with Secor 
bim,but would do it if God dealt other ways with hin, | Firſt, 
bem, 1 
tte a 
nl lay 
Sec0 


\ them 
| King 
Na by 


d Tha 6 
alſ 
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ling alſo ſeven ſons and three daughters, ſo that the Lord gave 


| Job rwice as mach as he had before. Job 42.10,11,12. 
Objeft. 3. The third ObjeQtion is grounded upon 


« el Jee57. 1. 7 be righteous periſheth, and no man layeth 


it to heart : Good men here are taken away hy death 
and no cauſe ſhewed; they have the teſtimony of 
| good men, and yet taker away : Tt will begranred 
they might have lived much longer for age, the Texr 
impliesit. and the Objection is the ſtroncer by it; for ir 
would be no matter of complainr,had theyliyed till very 
ape had took them away,for then we know all muſt dye, 
Anſw. The time theſe good men lived in, was a 
yery evil time, and Codtakes them away, 
Firſt, 1n judgment to the People. 
> Secondly, In mercy to themſelves. 
* Firſt, In Judgment, //a. 5. 6, 7, 10, 11, 12. He 
\ hath called upon them by the Righteous, and warned 
f them, but it would do them no good ; now he will 
' take away the Righteous from them, to ſee if they 


awedi will lay itro heart. 


| Secondly, In mercy to themſelves, they are taken 
away. 
| Firſt, Becauſe by long living with ſuch, tbey muſt 


yexed from day ro day. P/al. 120. 5- wo ts me that 
I dwell in the Tents of Kedar. So Jer. 4, 14 My 
| bowels, my bowels, 1 am pained at my very heart, my 
| heart maketh a noiſe within me,becauſe thou h-ſt hrard 
 #nJeruſalem che ſound of rhe Trumpet,the Alarm of war, 
Secendly, In mercy torhem, becauſe the continu. 
| anceof this temptation upon them, may at laſt fo wea- 
ry them out, as they may give up *ll as Selomeon did. 
I Kings. 11. 4. When he Was old, h:s Wives turned 
away his heart after other gods, SOM. 24 21, 22. 
Then ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the 

be- 
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beginning of the World, nor ever ſhall be ,, except thiſe goo be 
Gays ſhall be ſhortned, there could no fleſh be ſaved, but {hw 
for the eleits ſake, it ſhall be ſhortned ; Even as our (yy 
Proverb is, A continual dropping will wear a holejn q thew, 
the ſtone : ſoa continual oppreſſion may tura thewiſe |j;; &# 
man out of all, fee for this, Fer. 20. 14, &c. He yt f 
curſeth the day of his birch, and the man that brought þ juftic 
ridings to his Father , wiſhed his Mother had been. x, 45 
ways great with him, ſaying, pyherefore came 7 forth \q, but 
out of the womb, to ſee labour and ſorrow, and that my q, a 
days ſpould be conſumed with ſhame ?Clearly noting, that gy hind 
any zealous hearc, is forely touched, when all he can jqrchel 
do will not keep God from diſhonour ; © 6/0t me (faith | gy, 
Moſes ) owt of thy book; By thisit may appear, that 4 Cha 
_ affliting men, is for ſome cauſe or otherin 
em. 
Obje. 4, Fourthly, Another Scipture that ſeems 
to complain by way of ObjeQion is, John g. 1,2, 3+ 
in theſe words, ho did fin this man er his Father, 
that he « born blind ? 
For anſwer to which Chriſt ſaith, Neither thu ma 
wor his Father, but that the power of God might appear; 
yer it isclear, the Diſciples underſtood this aflition - 
in common muſt come for ſin , and Jeſus Chriſt in his 
reply, notes the caſe more than common, ſaying, He 
was born for this purpoſe, that the work.of God ſhould |; 
be manifeſted in him, it was mercy he was born, and | 
he was born that a wonder of Heayen might be ſhew- : 
ed upon hin; therefore we muſt diſtinguiſh between | 
a caſe that is extraordinary, and one that is common. | 
Apain, from the unwillingneſs that is in God to | - 
alt, as aconfirming anſwer toall che Objections, 
it appears, that high provocations inus, procure Aﬀt- W 
\Rions co us, for till Juſtice calls ſo loud, that God | Thar 
- cannot be juſt except he doth affli&, though in com- weed 
« | paillon 
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exc t paſſion he mixeth all with abundance of mercy, 
avel, | 2 { hron. 36. 15, 16, T he Lord God of their Fathers 
"a ſent to then by his Prophets, ſing up betimes and ſend. 
ar a kk ing them, becauſe be had compaſſion on hzs people, and 
' the on b is dwelling place: That is, he was very pitiful, 
4, Ui! (oth to grieve or affli& them, till there was no reme- 
at bey dy, Juſtice called ſo long and loud for vengeance upon 
ud bey them, as Pſal. 106.54. They did not deſtroy the N a- 
tl} trons, but were mingled among them, and learned their 
andthe works , and ſerved their Taols , therefore was Gods 
nou rath kindled inſomuch that he abhorred his Inheritances 
man Nevertheleſs he regarded their affiittion when he heard 
t me(l their cry, and did pity them. Hoſea 6.4. compared 
ppez! with Chap. II, 7, 8. How fball I geve thee Hp ? what 
or ah fhall I do tothee? What leſs doth all this ſignifie then 

" thas much ? that though God be ſo provoked, that 
thith rothing but Judgment- muſt come, yer like a tender 
9.14 Father to an unruly Child, mourns over him, while 
bu Fl: he correQs him. We ſhall leave what hath been ſaid 

 toconſideration, and paſs to the Twenty third Sign of 
/ am dying to Chriſt, 

4p 
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i . 
frying CHAP. XX11T. 
Gp Proving thoſe Chriſlians under great Decay, that pray 
born, 1 * gore in fisflion ro have it removed, then ſanits- 
} - fied; With three Canſes of this Decay, 
01 | 

cons - | SIGN XXIIT, 

x Gull 


jects Hen you pray more for Af flidt £05 being 


urelh removed, then ſanfified. 

tht®  Thatis. not only.mindlefs of Afflitions Cauſe, but 
WW indeed mindleſs of Afflicions end; itiscaſie and or- 
ps ES dinary 
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dinary for perſons under Afflition to be brought tg 

their knees to prayer ; not only good men, bur bad 

men in affli tion will be ready tocry for help, 7 their 
affliction they will ſeek me early. Hof, 5.15. Thatiy 35 
one of their firſt works, then they will mind to be do. 
ing, till then God is forgotten, they having loſt much ?: 
their ſpiritual feeling ; but now being touched in their # 
outward ſenſes, they will cry for relief, Then wicked 3 
Pharach, that in Exod. 5. 2. could ſay, Who wth * © 
Lord that 1 ſhonld obey his woyee, tolet Iſrael go? | _ 
kzow not the Lord, neither will I let Iſrael go; in Chap, = 
8. $8. When his Land waz full of Frogs, cries to * _ 
Moſes to pray te this God for him, he bad butlictle TYP" 
before diſdained : See that known Text for this, 7oxab Je tie? 
I. 5. Then every man, (that is, when they wasin i © 
aſfliQion ) cries to ki God, the tempeſt being preat, ; b 


. and they all like toperiſh, not only cries to their God, featy, 
but with a bigh hand ſaith to Zonah, hat means Ef 


thor O ſleeper ? ariſe and call npon thy God, that m © 


periſh not. So 2 Chron, 33. 12, Maneſſeh whenhe de 
was in affiiftion, ſonght the Lord his God : By all ſed,the 
which compared, it is very uſual both with good i 
and bad men in affliction, to be earlyat prayer to God. | 
Now Afii4ion you know, we have in the laſt | 
Sign proved, is Gods Furnace to try the Natoreof | 
every Mettal by ; fo chat you may truly paſs judgment 
upon your ſelves, whether or no you are of the dyi 
hand , not by your praying, here you may deceive |*! 
your ſelves, though you pray mightily, for it is eafie | 
todoſo in Aﬀfiigtion; bur if you pray more for Aſi- 
Qions being removed, then ſanftified; that is, putop | 
ſtrong cries to be eaſed of the trouble, but ſcarce (©! 
poſſeſt with faint wiſhes to anſwer Gods deſign in the , 
trouble ;, never inquiring, what have 1 done ? or ſay *C 
ing. I muſt be more humble, more thankful, more *% 
pittiful, 
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brow; pittiful , - more fearful, more careful all my days. 
D, buy Whac ſhall I do, faith the Zealous man, to get good 
, Tac. by this Aſfliction ? his voyce cryes louder for ſpiritual 
5. Thy advantage, then his pain for natural freedom, Let us 
Itokey think of this, and deal plainly with our own hearts, 
ploſity and ſee what way the pulſe beats moſt ,, for as the ſtaff 
tedindy you ſetup, will fall one way or other ; ſo perſons be- 
lenmg ing more or leſs ſpiritual, will eaſily diſcoyer itin Af. 
hy iz fiction. 1/rac/ of old might beread in this, and you 

2p! know how God dealt with them, of ſix hundred thou- 
. in ſand, there was but two, namely, 72a and C aleb, 
* (rip) that entred the good land of promiſe , they early be- 
ad buy 892 ©o ſhow how carnal chey were. Exod. 12. 13, 14. 
this When they enjoyed their great deliverance from 
theyn ££3Pts bondage, Chap. 15, Then ſang they Gods 
eng 2r45ſe; but beipg pur into ſome ſtrait, they murmur 
the) preſently, and wiſh to God they had dyed in the 
het ws L4nd-of Egypt, as Pſal. 106. ſhews at large, where 
'; we may read of Gods dealings with them at large, and 


| js dealings with God: while they had what they 


| wanted,they were pleaſed and liked the Lord ſhould be 
1 + theirGod;but ( when though for their own good ) they 
"| were ſtraitned, and did miſs their wonced fulneſs, 
= th then they luſted exceedingly in the wilderneſs, and 
Nat tempted God in the deſert. verſe 14. We donot read 
- - ,. it was upon their hearts to make any ſpiritual uſe or 
7% advantage of Gods different dealings with them 
Ft when they had not what hey would have, inſtead of 
7 .., learning to ceaſe to murmur, they ſtrengthened chem- 
co ſelves in murmuring againſt che Lord, who was graci- 
10" ouſly careful for them , and ſuffered not any more 
i” » ſtraits co befall them, then what was in order to their 
but! | traeſt pood , although they were, as many now are, 
0807”! full of complaints, yet their greateſt want was ſlack- 
pf 0 neſs to thoſe {trons cries that ought to be on "iy 
_— - TONTrY _ Chriſtt- 
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Chriſtians, for a ſanQtified uſe of whatſoever doth be: s i J* 
fall them, taking care ro the one thing needful, ;th. ak poi 
out which all Order, is Diſorder, all Mercies; Miſericy - gf the 
all 6leſſings, but Curſings; \What ſhall ic profira man, hhoura 
whatſoever he bach of fulneſs or ſcarcity ; healthoy i portl 
ſickneſs; defire, or want of defire, if Gods end inal, jfdowers 
and our happineſs in all, be not gotten ? to wit, that jeſeems 
eternal Salvation that freeth from everlaſting Damage. in w; 
tion, that being the great work that all otherworkz if can b 
ought and muſt give way unto : ButlI ſhall proceed {nt be 
. to the Cauſes, why perſons pray more to have Aﬀi. id is pc 
Rions removed, then ſanQified, | wm the 
Firſt, Tgnorance of the Cauſe of Affliction. juers of 
Secondly, Ignorance of the Neceffity of Aff yit be 
Qion. ; ti | 
Thirdly, Ignorance of the End of AffliQtion. Thej 
Firſt, Ignorance of the Cauſe of AffliQion ; No imourn 
cbaſtening for the preſent is joyous, but prievows, )mto 
bitter and ſharp, baving with it an unpleaſant taſtto tk of 
whomſoever it comes, therefore in ir ſelf certain jove þ 
not welcome to any, although they bring it upon the 
themſelves, Who is it that runs not from pain nat yl, is 
rally, and will part with what is outwardly dearto ſna79 
them, rather then expoſe themſelves to that torturing | ſubdue, 
char attends ſome kind of Afflition ? Now if asplait- & adver 
ly and as certainly it appear, there is unwillingneſs & the C; 
well in God to Affliat, as there is in the creaturet0 k our (+ 
chuſe Affliction, then it will naturally follow, thit litenden 
there 1s a Cauſe, Ignorance of which is a maintct tiyhaye 
ſon, why wepray more to have it removed, then far- | madly, 
QRifhed. | (ſe 0 
For the proof of this, that there is as great uom- Wo hri 
lingneſs in God, from whom Affliction: come, 0 iy thy 
give it, as we to receiveit - mind alittle ſome rexts0l th deli 
Scripture, 1 Pee, 3, 8, And who «h; rhas will bw \ig, l 
| you, 
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7 &6h\ you, 5f ye be followers of that which z goed? inthe 
uu, wi words going before you have ir chus written, Br the 
Min face of the Lerd ts againſt them that doevil ; Thatis, 
Ota his favourable countenance is ſet apainſt ſuch, and 
[ 3 balk their portion is bitterneſs. Levit. 26. 17. But if ye 
aendin þ+ followers of that which is good, who will harm you? 
tOit,i Here ſeems to be a holy challenge, to whatſoever may 
Ins Dai harm us; as if the Spirit ſhould haye ſaid, What in- 
Otherwi deed can harm you, if God be for you? and God 
Nail fry will not be againſt you, if you are followers of that 
O tarell which is good , For he doth not afflift willingly, nor 
' | grieve the children of men, to cruſh under his feet the 
2ion, | priſencrs of the earth. Lam. 3. 33, 34. 1 herefore then 
7 of { may it be ſaid, Doth the living man complain? the 
boly Spirit givesthe anſwer ; For the paniſhment of his 
Iiiot | fs, The joy of onr heart 5s ceaſed, our dance is turncd 
liion;f49to mourning z the Crown is fallen from off our bead, 
t one Wo u19to 215 for we have ſinned, Lam. 15. 16. A mul- 
aſant{ titade of Scriptures might be further urged further 
to prove both unwillingneſs in God to Affic, and 
ing itythat che very Cauſe of all our Wo both remporal and 
m paind.cternal, is our miſdoing , O that my people had heark- 
wed to mJ voyee, and walked in my ways, ] ſhould have 
nat toml ſoon» ſubdued their enemies, and turned my hand againſt 
wif uf their adverſaries. Pal. 81. 13, 14. Now in reafon 
rillined were the Cauſe of Affliction conſidered to be only 
e creat from our ſelyes, procured by our miſdoing, and fenr 
lloyd with tendency to our mending, we ſhould ſurely pray 

5 2 mil ore to have it ſanRified, then removed. 
{, thei Secondly, Ignorance of the Neceſſity of Affliction, 
{ts a Cauſe of rhis Decay ; the very unwillingneſs of 
pret God to bring it, and the creature to indure ic; fully 
Ycons;{ Proves, that there is Neceflity for ic, there cannor be 
<1 wore andeliphrfulneſs in the creature co undergo lan- 
-vi Fiſhing, then there is in God to put him under lan- 


Suviſhins. 
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ouſhing. How ſhall [ give thee up O Ephraim? How led 
jball 1 deliver thee O Iſracl ? How ſhall I make thee «: o will 
Adma? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? My heareu y(hecg! 
turned within me, wy repentings are kindled together, je me 
Hoſ. 11. 8. When he Was come near, and beheld the gure uf 
City, he wept over #t. Luke 19. 4T. Now Gods un. 
wilingneſs, proves the creature cannot live at any | 
ſpiritual race without it, and indeed Experience proves pe dif 
the ſame, Before I was affiifted I went aſtray, but be 0 
now 1 have kept thy word. Plal. 119. 67 David wan» yang! 
dred from the Fold, and was like to continue till Af. xr Heal 
flition ſpoke to him, he forgot himſelf and what he j hat he 
was a doing, The wicked, fſaich th: Pialmiſt, are ot 
in trouble as other men, neither are they plagned like 
other men, therefore pride compaſſeth them about as s 
Chain, violence covereth them as a garment ,, and what 
uſe do rhey: make of it? they ſay how doth God know, \ 
and is there knowledge in the moſt High ? This clearly þ 
notes, that a condicion freeſt from trouble or affliQion, hy; 
generally is attended with carnalleſt behaviour God. 
ward, when 1 had fed them tothe rull, they thencom: 
mitted Adultery, and aſſembled by troups into Hark: | 
houſes. Jer. 5.7. By all this it appears, that ir is from ; 
1snorance of Affictions neceffity, 1f we pray moreto we E 
bave ic removed then ſanQifed, Wwe 
Thirdiy, Ignorance of the End of Afition, isa K, 
Cauſe of this Decay ; now the Cauſe bzing Sin, and qy rigs 
the Neceſlity being co humble, che End is to ſave. lm hy «f 
Now all Gods dealings are mercy, whatſoever he doth ky 
ro the creature, is like himſelf, and in its ſelf is mer: yy gy 
cy, if he give us all we deſire and would bave, itis |y, ,, 
Mercy ; if he keep us wichour it, itis Mercy , Health [ whe | 


irom him js Mercy, fo is Sickneſs, Plenty from DI | lgter 
1s Mercy, ſo is Poverty : Health, Life, Strength, G[hard, 
«nd ſuch like Fayours temporal, eyery body willac Uietext 

| knowledge 
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4? By] tnowledge to be Mercy ; but their contrary few or 
watches! one will account Mercy, yetthis is Mercy alſo, for 
My] this Checquer work the World is made of, ſome atthe 
Game time are wringing their hands tor ſorrow, while 0- 

*g thersare clapping their hands for joy;ſome with ftraits, 

i through Sickneſs and Poverty are Weeping, others 

4 throngh Health and Plenty, rejoycing : Now the 

I oreat difficulty is, how to bring the heart to Jook upon 

0.4 the ſtate of Weeping as truly Mercy, as the ſtace of 
Rejoycing : For which end conſider, why we do ac- 

count Healch, Plenty, and fach like Injoyments Mer- 

cy, but becauſe they have in them an eljeeming and 
deſirable good, a feaſonable and ſuirable good , it is 

the ſame with the contrary, they are as ſeaſonable and 

4m; 2; ſaitable, could onr frail hearts ſo receivethem, for 
; lh they are as truly from the Lord as the other, and as 
truly have the ſame end in them. There are two 

| _— Ends inall God doth; one is hisHonour, the 0. 

ut ther is our Salyation., Now if God piye us what we 
moutyould have,his End is the ſame, and if he give us the 
thag contrary ,his End is is the ſame;and Chriſtians cercainly 

nt Ha. miſconſtruing hisEnd to beMercy,is theCauſe they miſ. 
conſtrue his Actions to be Mercy , that both are Mer- 

.(y, read Exod 13.17. There Godled them through the 

_ + wilderneſs, an unbeaten way, where thy wanted both 
IH breed and water ; and yet both End and Action Mer- 
p31 cy to bring them to Canaan, and deliver them from 
lis 08 harm by the Philiſtines * Remember all the way which 
rhe the Lord thy God led thee theſe fonrty years,through that 
ſelfst great and terrible Wilderneſs, Wherein war fiery Ser» 
{ bar! pents, and Scorpions, and Nronght and no Water, that 
7; 1 be might humble thee, and prove thee to do thee good at 
pil thy Larter end, It is too evident, that 7/rae/ conſtrued 
If tdis | hard dealing from God } but it was great Mercy 


a5 the text fully proves. Ignorance therefore of the mw 
ant! M 0 
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of Affliction, is a Cauſe why we pray more to hayeie bis vaſt 
Removed then SanQified, w'T 


— 
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CHAP. XXIV. Ree 

Containing in it fix Seaſons, in which Chriftiang ought {ugieal 
to humble themſelves by faſting ; proving thoſe unde wt 10) 
great decay, that in times of cal amity can findu fe prol 
neceſſity for faſting. \(one, bt 

J | gencerne 


SIGN XXIV.  kitePro 


F 


V Hex under Gods (alamity, you can Econ 
neither find neceſsity, nor excelley 

cy, to bumble your ſelves by fatting and prayer. = 
As prayer rightly put up to God, is a way and ,,j , 
means by which he many timesis prevailed with, both yy, , 


4 j 


to remove judgments and ſfanQifie them , even ſo faft- of 
ing is Gods way, in which he hath often been found; jwjv ime 
and it is the more prevailing with him, infomuch wit {png c 
hath in it a gracious tendency to abaſe and humble the þ, (hve + 
ſon], and make it more to fit to receive the kind iv- \n. 
preſſion of his precepts, in opening of his promiſe, 1.16, ; 
+ together withthe reverencing him becauſe ofhis threat; yu, 

nings, it being a ſeaſon not only of laying the ſoullow |,1,1. 

in its own eyes, at the ſenſible ſight of his ownnile- |... 
neſs, but a maryellous exalting the gracious andlong ly "b 
forbearance of God, forcing the heart to cry out, 'q,Q, , 
what manner of love is this that we ſhould be called 1&bylon 
the Children of God 2 Who was before walloweriin 1, jy. 
the works of darkneſs, that leads to the Chamben ju 
death, but now by his grace, though once far of, thiftory 
mzde nigh, of an Alien made a home-dweller ; Al joe 
theſe things are brought to remembrance, very freſh 1, (1, 
in faſting Seaſons, that being a time of calling to =— kegwher 
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Riv chings paſt ; and though calamicy be as truly Gods 
mercy, as the contrary, having in it the ſame deſign 
'of Salvarion-good , yet it is more properly ſent in or- 
der to reducing from thoſe ſtrayings it finds ſuch per« 
\ ſons in, as it comes upon, and becauſe of the ſmart 
Pay nd uopleaſant taſt it brings with it, calls them with a 
f this loader yoyce to make inquiry , why am I thus? 
J cap Which proſperity in all probability could riever have 
ſo done, being nor ſo much of that piercing kind, to 
the external ſenſes, as adverſity orcalamity is; and 
this che Prophet. 7/a. 26. 16. ſeems to make his great 
" mi 0bſervacion in theſe words, Lord in trouble have they 
exc Pptec thee, they poured out a prayer When thy chaſten- 
ing Was xpon them : For I will be untoEphraim as 4 


Pri. row, and as 4 Joung L ion unto the Houſe of Jadah : 
a | reve 1, will tear and go away, andreturn to my place 


Ml they acknowledge their offences, and ſeek my face ;, 
n fats o5s affiittson they will (eek me early. Hol. 5. 14, 15, 
val =Pinly implying, that ir is not only the deſign of God 
WM ſend calamity upon perſons for this end, but thac 
a: that they are moſt aptly provoked to it at this 
Me 8 Seafon , ſee that remarkable text for this. 2 Chroz. 
WNW ::. 10, II, I2. Azdthe Lord ſpake to Manaſſeh and 
offi. þ; people, but they wonld not hearkes , wherefore that 
theſns be might ſpeak by this rod, as well as his word, the 
WoW Lord brought upon bim the Captain of the Hoft, the 
Q al King of Aſlyria 2 which eook Manaſleh among the 
tO! Therns, and bound him with fetters, andearried him 
[hed to Babylon; and when he was in affiitiion he beſoug ht 
W\ the Lord his God, and hambled himſelf greatly, While 
Chan the rod was but ſhaken as it were, Manaſſeh remained 
at #1 refractory, but when be was bound in chains, hebum- 
wellf;) bled himſelf greatly. Muſt it not chen from hence 
; ſ®} needs follow, chat calamicy calls for faſting and hum- 
jo00F bling wherever it comes, being deſigned to thatreduce- 
if M 2 ig 
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ing end. And may not che decay of ſome prowtg ooh, 
that paſs, even ſo ripe for reaping, that except they bet 


ſhould from a deep ſenſe of their ſtate, be mihti cf 
brought down to humble their ſouls with faſting, x; |," 
the laſt remedy left or prepared by God, for ſack 
conditions to bhetake themſelves unto; and that if jos 
they here ſhould fail, then to be given up to themonh 
of ruine. Hear this ye old men, give ear all Je inhe- x 
bitants of the Land, hath thts been in your days or evn 
31 the days of your Fathers ;, tell ye your Cbilaren of it y [ 
and let your Children tell their Children, and their Chil, 
dren anether generation : that which the Palmer wag p 
hath left, hath the locuſt eaten,and that which the lice | Lea 
hath left, hath the canker-Werm eaten, and that which wy 
the canker-worm hath left, hath the caterpiller eaten, F I 
ſantifie ye a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly, gather th fer 
Elders, ard all the inhabitants of the Land, intoth bu 
Houſe of the Lord their God, and cry, alas, ala, way 
for the day of the Lord # at band, and as deftrullim- 
from the Almighty ſhall it come. How evidentisit |, 
that this was this peoples laſt remedy, and except they |, 
now find mercy, nothing but deſtruQion will be their 
portion 2? : 

But ſome may ObjeR and ſay, how ſhall we know 
vihen danger is ſuch, that without humbling onr ſelves 
with faſting joyned to prayer, weare like to meet wit 
ruin ? 

Anſw, There are ſix ſeaſons that of neceſſity cals | 
for Faſting with prayer, 

tirſt, when long ptience is abuſed. 

Secondly, when juſt judgments are threatned. 

Thirdly, when juſt judgments are executed. 

Fourthly, when iniquity in Churches gets a head. 

Fifthly, when Churches grows ſecure. 


! 


Sixthlf, 
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dt Sixebly, when ſome great ching is by them to be 
he mind Obtained. | 
fall firlt, when lovg patience is abuſed; patience or 
fqe , forbearance in God, is long exerciſed ro both Churches 
th and people, before with judgment he ſweeps them 
away, the rod is ſhaken again and apzin, while they 
| are under viſible decay, and though God wait long 
'6g pon ſuch as grows luke-warm in all their aRive 
1. | Praces, Yet will he at laſt ſpeak home to them ; it was 
1-4, x 00s. with 7{raecl after they had reſted from their trou- 
my dies, they did evil again and again, for which God 
þ44,, did gently whip th:m 3 then they turned for a while, 
they! 3nd cryed, bur preſently after, went to their old 
Ir yg Ourle, Tet many years did he forbear them, and tefti- 
rely; fed againſt them, by his Spirit in hu Prophets, yet 
, | Would they not hear, therefore gave he them up into the 
band of the people of the Land, Nehem, 9. 30. Soin 
feremiahs tine, they provoked Gods patience long, 
So that the Lord cenld no longer bear, becanſe of the 
wil of their doings ; clearly noteing, that they had long 
abuſed his long forbearance, therefore was their land 
made deſolate. But, - 

mw Secondly, when juſt judgments are threatned, 
"' nhen God hath waited long upon his People or aNati- 
- on, and called that way for reformation ; but it will 
not do, he is wont ſtill in mercy for their true good 
A. walk in another Method, and that is to ſhake bis 
99 Rod, or threaten them what he will do, except they 

repent, | 
| The old World did provoke God long, and he 
| warned themFourty years together while the Ark was 
od preparing, and threatned them all that time with a 
a4 (eluge of Water to deſtroy them, on purpoſe for their 
| reclaiming; though he kn2w what Sodom and Gomor- 
i 4h had done, yer he would inquire whether ir were 
Wi M 3 accord- 


' 
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according to the cry : For the Honour of all his þle. | rd 
fled Attributes; he will not kill before he Judge , he ji" it 
will not bring the Rod, before he give warning of the 4488" "© 
Rod, and if the warning take us in the caſe of N;ue. 9 # * 
veh, yet fourty days and it ſhall be deſtroyed, thi p14 i 
Was as Commiſſion, and he muſt gothrouph yl] (v4 
the ſtreets, and, proclaim it : a Judgment is coming, jus # 

bur yet Aer) pleads for fowrty days refÞitr,to conſide dwht, 

whether they will Repent and turn, or be Deſtroyed; welbeſ 

and though many times becauſe Sentence isnot ſpeeds 
ly Executed, The hearts of the Sons of Men are bent &latd. 

'to do wickedly ; yet Nizeveh repents, and the Judg, foartby 
ment is prevented : For they believed God, andpw hand fint 
Flaimed a Fait ; andpnt os ſack: cloth from the gres- ly, thi 
eſt to the leaſt : and God ſav their works, that thy q,itis 
turned from their evil way ; and God repented of the ryil il in ia 
be ſaid he would ds unto them, and did it not. Chap, 2, |kbroken 
5,10. This was Gods very Metaod to thoſe decaying | name 


Churches in Af, he ſent his Angel totell repeal 


had knowledge of their works, he commended what |xre rea: 
was good, and blamed what was bad, and called for \jarch cl 
reformation, elſe threatned them, that in Juſtice be ju cal th 
would unchurch them , exceptthey Repent, . wor ſe 
Never was Nation, City, Church or Family de- wid the 
ſtroyed by God without  arning, and patient Waiting, nantier, 
not only to teach us to walkin Gods Methodin all out filhly, 
ſubordinate affairs, Superiours to Inferiours, Jadge | ſhel 
to Malefa&tors, but alſo to exalt Judgment and Jultice 'ngh a 
in God, to the acknowledging as David did, Pſd. wi, 
FI. 4. This is done, that thow mighteſt be juſtified kwldiri 
when thou ſpeaheft, and clear when thou jnageſt ; al | tier me 
not ( faith Father 4braham) the Judge of all tlt | &y wer 
Earth do righteouſly. [ Nita] 
But Secondly, Itis a ſeaſon that calls for of neceſ} | de, 
ty, felf-humbling by prayer with faſting, when jul thy or 
 yudements are executed, &c,  Tairdh, 


. 
1 
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Coda Sigus of « Dying or decaying Chriftian, 165 
To dy Thirdly, when juſt judgments are executed, is a 
be July ſeaſon for faſting joyned with prayer, thac they may 
« be again removed; Then Hanani ſaid, the remnant 
ak ox phch are left of the captivity there in the province are 
Gtepel # great affliftion and reproch, the wall of Jeruſalem © 
* lt frokev down, and the gares thereof burnt With fire : and 
wat lion it came to paſs when Theard theſe Words, I [ate down 
[9,0 my od wept, and monrned certain days, and Falted and 
beDeh wajed before the God of Heaven, Nebems. 1. 3,4. This 
I "Ix eygood Nehemiah took, and it was proſperous with 
Amen Lord. 
| lth} Fourthly, when iniquity gets head, chat is, when 
Gu, ah; fin and finners in Churches, grows ſo numerous and 
tky heady, thr they are like to out-yoyce the better par- 
&, til &y, it is high time then to be nighe and day with the 
wedithi Lord in faſting and prayer, that iniquities head may 
, (iy be broken, by the ſword of his mouth , there was a 
few names, and ic was but a few in Sarde: Church, 
that had not defiled their garments, the greateſt pare 
ere readie to dis, and the Lord threatens to un- 
church chem except they repent. Rev. 3. And now 
| you call the prond happy, yea, they that work wicked- 
wſs are ſet up, and they that tempt God are even deli” 
vered : then they that feared the Lord, fþake often one 
to another, Mat. 3. 15,16, 
Fifchly, when Churches grow ſecure; thatis, as 
ſafely ſheltered in their account from iudgment, 
| thouph a dying to every duty, asif they werein a 
growing , flouriſhing ſtate, contenting themſelves to 
$ be told it is not well wich them, bur fit till from uſing 
0 either means of information or recovery, as though 
| they were minded to ſuffer their diſtemper to grow 
| mortal; 7 how ſaiſt 1 am rich, and increaſed with 
ral goodr, and have need of nothing, and knoWeſt not that _ 
i thou art Wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and na © 
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hed As ,many as I love, ] rebuke and chaſtey. gl leatt 
Be zealous therefore and repent. Rev. 3.17, 19, © jdG 
But Sixthly and Laſtly, when ſome great thingsare d Se 
by them to beobtained, or great judgments execy. qlim 
red; and the cauſe is not fully diſcovered, there is ng l | 


getting cure till we know the Cauſe, nor no knowins yl Dext 
che Cauſe but by Prayer and Faſting , It is Gods uſui| beth 
Mechod when be hath ſome great bleffing to bring up. ws did 
on a Nation or People, to ſet it upon their Hearts x him 
ſong before, to be ina burning zealous frame of pray- i {rf 

er; for thehaſtening of ſuch a bleſſing. And onthe \chef 

contrary, it is very obſervable in experience , that \yd, @#: 
when :jadgments are a coming upona Peop'e, Lamily | 


or Perſon, there is certainly a great ſtupidicy in them, 


and grear degrees of ſecurity in them, beſpeaking 
health and happyneſs, when wo and angniſh ts at the 
door. For when thzy ſhall fay PEACE AND 
SAFETY to themſelves then SUDDEN DF- 
STRUCTION cometh upon them, as Trayiil 
upon a Woman, from which they ſhall not eſcape. 

1 Theſ. 5. 3. The old World preached Peace allthe 
while the Ark was making, though every Hammer 
and Nail preached War; and in their Security, Fat, | 
Drank, Bought, Sold, Builded, Planted, or gave | 
up thernſelves to all theſe, not minding till the Flood | 
came and took them all away, When the Church of | 
God had a Fohn- Baptiſt beheaded, and a Peter alſo [6 
kept in priſon, and near to be made another ſacrifice; 
what do they do? Fall upon che work of Faſting and 
Prayer till God works a miracle, then Prayer was : 
made of the Church of God without ceafing; ſo | 


Daniel underſtanding by Books, the number of the | - 
-years of /ſraels Captivity. Now great is bis ſtrait | 


how to underſtand Gods time, what doth he do inthis ' 


oreat ſtrait. Chap. 9. 3. lt us behold this bleſſed cn 
; an 
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|: Signs of 4 Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 167 
| and learn- to write after it, And 7 ſet my face to the 
- |. Lird God by Prajer and Smupplication, with Faſting 
in] id Sackeloth and Aſhes. ( Mark that ) Davie! gives 
' up bimſelf to work with all his might , he laboureth 
iereiy/ fire a Marriner at the Pump whenthe ſhip leaketh, 
now and Death approcheth, ceaſe pumping and quickly 
followeth Sinking ; here they work as for their lives. 
Thus did good Daniel, and God was intreated, and 
met him with an anſwer, Fear »et Daniel ; for frons 
the firſt day that thou aidſt ſet rhine heart to underſtand 
ed chaſten thy ſelf before thy God, thy Words were 
beard, and 1 am come becauſe of thy words; Oh that 
this example may be bleſſed of God to Churches that 
int] have great Corruptions to Conquer, and great Blef-' 
al fings ro obtain, that they would ſet themſelves as one 
# #& ſhoulder to this work of Fafting and Prayer , fo ſhall 
All they not need to go drooping all the day long; but 
N I hos Seeking in faithfulneſs, ſhall undoubtedly Find 
$ Trail the approch of anſwerable bleſſings ; to which bleſ. 
dt elegl kd end, for the good of Churches, Families, and 
ceali{ every individual member , the good Lord bleſs cheſe 
Hanan Cantions, Amer. 
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CHAP, XXV. 


eter k Containing in it the evil of Ignorance, im not knowing 
rl, Pherefore Gods Rod ts come,nor what good it hath done: . 


linenl| with three Direftions how to know When perſons are un- 
der this Decay ; andthree Remedies againſt it. 


ng; bj SI GN XXV. 
v 


as W Hen Gods Rod worketb ſo little upon you, that 


joints you Can neither tell wherefore 18 is come,nor 


F (nm what good tt hath done, 


People 
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163 Signs of a Dyine or decaying Chriftiay, 51 
People under this Sign are very miſerable, for they ay ike 
not only miſerableingeneral, but miſerable under the | 00! 
means of reducement ; theSun of ſuch is ſetting,and the get! 
Lamp a going out, ltis a miſery to be in need of the | Fil, 
Phyſitian, but to remain in miſery ( after their be », ot 
application as to healing ) muſt needs be miſerable, "F 
for then there remains no viſible hope of remedy, j6, 7. 
When correQion by the Rod will not do, (thatiy, #, 
will not reclaim, ) then is giving up the neg # / a: 
work. my the 
It may be neceſſary to open the meaning of God | 
Rod, it ſignifies his ſtripes, or chaſtiſements; and we, bi 
faith the decaying Chriſtian, it is true, rheſe and theſe H an, 
miſeries lie upon me, and have for ſometime, but! n If 


know not the canſe, nor whatis amiſs, or how to haye ſa; A 
it removed, nor wherein to be bettered. The Scrip- ft to 

ture gives us many fad inſtances of ſuch a peoples U fickr 
theſe, Fey. 2. 30. In vain have I ſmitten yonr Chil: }joeth 
dren, they have rectived uo correftion; though | OM, a 
correQ them, yet they donot receiveit ; that is, they ſe, 1a 
remain the ſame under it. as er. 5. 3. Thou hit arm? 

fericken them, bat they have not grieved, thou haſt *ond| 
conſumed them, but they bave refuſed to receive corre the C 
ftio , for the people turneth not to him that ſmiteth them; torothe 
ftrangers have devonred their ftrength, yet they knows kei, it 
mot ; though gray bairs are here and there upon them: Thirdly 
Such as theſe have loſt their ſpiritual hold, and feeb Uiever { 
not the force of Goſpel-arguments, and now the De- Ufurth, 
vil may take their Religion from them, if he bring Min yaj 
but ſomething by way of exchange, chat ſerves and Wnackn 
ſuirs their external ſenſes. It is eaſie for ſuchtoſel be to 
their Maſter for thirty pieces of Silver, juſt like 1/4! ye] 
of old. Excd.32. when they ſaw that Moles delayed bu bil, ſo 
coming ( though he is gone up to the Mount with God) d fog 


Jet they make themſelves nevy Gods ; meer _—_ cke Nerefore 
0 
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forfake the true God, this is a moſt miſerable ſtate, 
but how ſhall we know weare under this dying Sign, 
and get help againſt it, 

Firſt, When no affliction or Rod that comes upon 
yoo, doth ſo much trouble you,as to provoke to a dili- 

t ſearch what is the cauſe of whatis come. Jer. 

8&6, 7. 1 hearkned and heard, but they ſhake not a- 
| right, 120 man repexted him of hu evil, ſaying, what 

have 1 done > The Stork, Turtle, and Swallow, 0b- 

ſerve their time, bat my people know not the Judgments 

"lh of the Lord ; They know not wherefore my Rod is 
Emhent,y come, but if I afflit chem, they pet it off as ſoon as 

| they can, not conſidering, that if it do not mend 
time, if them, 1 ſhall bring ſeven cimes worſe Judgments upon 
hownk them, As it is with ſome, and our experience can 
They ſpeak to the truth of it - Ler God viſit their family 
þ proj with ſickneſs, they will ſend to the phyſician, and if 
jar be goeth furcher and bring deatb, they will bury their 
though dead , as faſhionably as they can, but hardly in- 
thank quire, ſaying, whae have I done ? or what oughtI 
+. Thu) tolearn ? 

tha Secondly, When if you are wrought upon to inquire 
--e18 Iſter the Cauſe, you center in generals, that is, ſome 
448 fin or other not deſcending to particulars; for this and 

this this evil, itis thus and thus with me. = 
m—_—_ Thirdly, As God never ſpeakerh without Cauſe, fo 
14 xj be never ſpeaketh bat ro purpoſe, what doth not help 
jd {hall further hurt ; bis Word and Sword ſhall not re- 
j turn in vain; Herein lyeth the skill of Chriſtianity, 
not to acknowledge in the general, that they ſuffer for 
ſin, bur to fall knowingly upon particulars , thus and 

þ thus have I done, the Devil is not wanting here to uſe 

4p, Pisskill; ſor the keeping blind-fold a decaying Chriſti- 
| #n from ſight and ſenſe of the wonnd and cauſe 
wherefore it came , as the ſureſt remedy #- 

| : gainſt 


170 Signs of a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, *. 
rainſt reformation , and certainly it is Gods Leſſon - | 
that we read the Rod, and wherefore it is come , even nght @ 
his common Judgments teach this. 1or ſeldom or 1 thi 
never is afin Funiſhed, but a curion; eye may eaſily rol 
read the fin inthe Puniſhment, the fin of Wanton. | 71 
neſs under Fulneſs, may eaſily be read in the ſcarcity wer wl 
of Bread , the ſin of a hanghty ſtretched out Neck, ;.. 
and Wanton eyes, may be eafily read in a Leprons \, - 4 
Scab; inflead of a ſweet ſmell, aſtink, inftead of ; oo 
girdle, a rent , inſtead of well ſet hair, baldneſs , in- -: 
ſtead of beauty, burning. How doth the City ſit ſofli- aaron 
tary, that was full of people, ſhe that was great am «-(enfit 
the princes is become T ributary ; ſhe weepeth ſore a Laker 
moht, her tears are on her cheeks, her adverſaries the up. 
chief, her exemies proſper, Wherefore is this ? The Spirit 2 : 


of God makes anſwer, The Lord bath afflifted her for y- 


the multitude of her Tranſgreſſions. Lam. 3. The | j. 
hand of the pitiful Women have Sodden their own the 


Children, they were their meat in the deſtruRion of 
the daughter of my people, The Crown 5 fallen fron” 
off our heads, Wo unto us for we have ſinned ! Chap, 
$. 16. Here is our puniſhment, andin this you may - 
read our Wantonnefs in Sin; we were full, and now 
are hungry , we abuſed our plenty, and it is turned ; 
into ſcarcity. When E*g/ands Peace was bleſſed with v7. 4. 
Plenty, and that Plenty abuſed with Pride ; God ſent af th 
or ſuffered a Civil Sword co witneſs againſt its pride; 1 ww 
and complained of the abuſe of its Plenty : poor Low 7 
_ don in ſixty five, and fixty fix, might read in legible R | 
CharaQers its Sin in its Puniſhment, when the fireleft | 
us no houſe, and the Plague left ns no inhabitant; | F 
Pride and fulneſs of bread, and abundance of Idle- Wy d 
neſs called upon usro come; And behold tht works of he wu 


God, what deſolation h: bad made in London. . wal 
But 


up or 
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"{ But Thirdly, When though you may confeſs in the 
® neral, and deſcend into particulars, yet if there be 
feldon notright ſorrow for, and rurning from fin, you are Qill 
under this dyivg Sign ; 1t ispoſlible to confeſs inthe 

*k veneral, ard reſt here. 
heſeas, 179 Þave mercy upon us poor ſinners, and nor 
our Ns conſider wherein, and for what we make this confeſſ- 
12Te) 00; this is common among the Sonsof Men at one 
Reajg) (De Pray this prayer on a general faſting day, in point 
" of confeſſion : but anon, Lord Ithank thee 1 am not 
'|z other men, nor even asthis Publicane in point of 
Juſtification ; in the one, forget er know not the ſin 
{ orfing ſenfibly, for which they have made confeſſion; 
- inthe other, plead ſelf acceptance, and ſhut our Jeſus 
pon the point of ſemme particulars of common ho. 
or juſtice , which they make their Idol, Bur 
It is poſſible to confeſs in general, and to 
'1 #&eſcend into particulars, yea, the very fin or ſins for 
. {ylich the Rod is come, and to center here, and to 
ae up our reſt, ſhort of the God of reſt , coming 
thus far will be but woful if alone ; and therefore con- 
kffion muſt be parcicular, and accompanyed with 
by ſorrow for, and turning from, In feremiahs time, 
+ #7 there was a people very ſecure in going but thus far. 
ſe Chap. 7. 4. Trauft not in lying words, ſaying, the 
, Gal Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the L ord, the Tem- 
—— .,\fle of che Lord are theſe, If ye throughly amend your 
ts Pk; v4)7, as well as confeſs them, then will I cauſe you to 


pots! dell fafely; though you cry the Temple of the Lord, 
link ndthat be a truth in it ſelf, it is a lying word in your 
we" | mouth, and will end in diſappointment, except you 
wa 4 tirouphly do as you fay ; The good Lord help vs 


o 


{from hence , to cuc off every 1 DOT, and to cut 
FW! down every GROVE, and to forſaketh?m as well 


|Uto confels them ; ard if thy right eye offend thee, 


, pluck 
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pluck it out, its better enter intolife blind and maim« godly 
ed, then haying two eyes andtwo hands to he caſt in, ies 
co Hell, where their worm »ever dies, and the fire {WW Jt 
never goes On. Js 
Now as Remedies againſt this dying Sign, gl ral 
Firſt, Keep your Judgments under continual infor. 1 Covel 
mation, from thoſe Texts of Scripture, that declare #, 
what the Rodis ſent for, Dext. 17, May well be al- ie © 
Juded to, the King muſt have the Law by him conting. | 
ally, that he may read therein, and Why? That hig [00t te 
beart be not lsfted np above his brethren ,, and that by if, ©0 
might learn to fear the Lord his God continually, $0 z you 
that you ſee he was daily to be informing his Jadgment i ity # 
in the Law, as the proper way to fear the Lord his [*ſv* 
God, and to avoid ſinning apainſt him : once inform: (16d 
ing the Judgment will not do, fo as to carry force tg [irdly, 
the keeping from doing evil, except there be a dailytn- #you ; 
toring the mind in the ſame things again, and again; o'; 
often rubbing the hands cauſeth heat, and often wher }Jwill c 
ting the inſtrument keepeth from ruſt, and maketh i 
ſharp; even ſo, often informing the underſtanding 
and Jndgment with ſome ſuch 1]exts as theſe, bears 
ſuch a ſtroak upon the heart, as to deliver it fromgo- ter 
ing in that path, attended with ſuch woes from Hex yw, 
ven Levit. 26. 14, 15, 16, 17. If yox Will not hrark- \ew tt 
12 to me and do all my commandments, I will appiint |! Whe 
over you terror ; yea, and ſet my face againſt you, and ly their 
plague you for yorr fins. Job 36. 18, becanſe thertit Iidita 
wrath, beware, left he take thee aWay with his ſtruck, |« name 
then a great ranſome cannot deliver thee. The Pr0- W for 
phet 7/aiab in Chap. 5. from the 8th to the 234. vele, d rents 
pronounceth woe upon woe fix timesover, cloath- Un | 
ing tranſpreflors with woes, as a man is cloathed with Ludint 
his garment, eeup, 
Secondly, 
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andaix. Secondly, Content not yourſelves onthis fide a heart 
be exif otender, as £0 be under continual feeling fear of God 
M thei wl his Judgments: Chriſtians ſhould be reſtleſs and 

 |apt ceaſe by prayer to cry nightand day, that God 
' would make them large ſharers in the promiſes of the 
inulin (ew Covenant. Ezrk, 33. 1will take away thy ſtony 

cn\kurt, aud give thee 4 heart of fleſh , thy hard hearr, 
wl give thee a ſoftheart, Mans beartis like mettal, 
| mecral you know thatis hard and unweldy, that 
) The hiwill not receive an impreſsion, is put to the fire to 
and thai often, to make it receivethe ſtroak, in 2 Chreox. 3 4.1 

| $7. you have a lively inſtance of a ſoft heart, be. 
$ Jadonegcaxſe thy heart was tender, and thou didſt humble thy 
ie Lordly of before me , my fleſs trembleth for fear of thee, 1 
ice infos) ## afraid of thy 7udgments. Plal. 119. 120. « 
ry form - Thirdly, When at any time a Rod from God comes 

2 daijypon you , paſs Judgment till chat thereis ſome cauſe, 
2pzin#ad ceaſe not praying and ſearching cill 3 ou find ic our: 
ten wi This will certainly preſerve you from being under the 
nd mabd{poſſefsion of this dying Sign, 7 ofb. 7. 1/rael comes 
lerani{#loſs, what doth hethen do ? Cry, alas O LordGed, 
eſe, bedierefore haſt thou at all brought theſe people over, 
itfrong{t1_ deliver 25 517to the hands of the Amorires to de- 
from roy ws. 

0 ot hl Hear they cry to Foſhne, he cries to God, O Lord 

»i0 and 01d ! hat foall 1 ſay, when iſrael turns their backs 

us a efere their enemies; for the Canaanites, and all 
the inhabitants of the Land ſtall bear of it, and cat 
our names from off the Earth? Aud what wilt 
do for thy great name ? Here 7oſpna pleads with 
ok} God, rents his Garments, falls upon his Face, caſts 
pri wſt upon his Head, and cries mightily to ©-od for re- 
"hed yil ie, and in the cloſe of the day meets with his anſwer; 
 ſettheeup, wherefore lyeſt thoy thus upon thy face ? 
Knoweſt thou not what 7/r«e/ hath done, make ſpee- 


Second dy 
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dy inquiry for they haye ſinned , therefore. Thot 
they cannot ſtand before their enemies, neither will eye 
I be with them any more, except they take away the ys firl 
accurſed thing from among them : God here telk yeaſe 
them, there is a cauſe ſers them upon the work of x ve 
Search, Now the Lotis caſt, and it fallsupon Ach & thot 
who had ſeen and coveted a goodly babyloniſh Gur: weotic 
ment, ( which ſhows that Sin may look with a good. gent t 
ly Countenance, whilſt it is but the accarfed thing) ra ll 
two hundred ſhekels of Silver, anda wedge of Gold, yl d 
of fifty ſhekels weight, till all theſe with chan, and hit, 
all his, is (toned and buryed under the heap, the fierce i men 
anger of the Lord is ot turnedaway, although a fs jap, y 
ſaua is at Prayer, that at another time ſo prevails, thathe mo 
the Sun Nands ſtill for a whole day together; »eizmde 
there ever ſnch a day as this, that God hearkened totheigh 
voce of a man? Yet now cannot be heard until thefrcome 
cauſe be found out, and the Camp purged; I hull ks thi 
leave this to conſideration and Gods bleſlin 

paſsro the 26th, Sign. 


CHAP. X XVL. 


Shewing where ſin takes its beginning, and howhby dr 14. 1 
grees if hearkned to, it works ruine ; With fix ſpeci #?.Pro 
AMarks, how perſons: ( though pardoned ) may kill git 
when God Will ſuffer them to fall into fin anew, © 


SIGN XXvr.” | 
\ X T Hez the thoughts of your boſem-luſt, o 


any other ſin, 1s more prevalent with yt 1, 
ren pleaſing God, 
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Ur ; Thought isthe firſt door of the mind inwardly, as 
lky, the eye and car are of the body outwardly , here ſin 
my\ cakes firſt place, and if here it be notfirſt lain, ir will 
increaſe to conception, and from thence to aQion . 
Mi the eye and ear carry things to the thought, and 
the chought carries things ro the conception, and 
conception to affeion, and affeRion to conſent, and 
# conſent to ation; and thus you may behold how great 
@ «fire a little ſpark kindles : Now every good man hath 
* Of @ ſada deareſt luſt, andevery wicked man hath a deat- 
{cba.4eft luſt, that be moſt hugs, loves, and ſerves, thought 
), they evil men do obeyſance to any fin that ſaits wich their 
loueny jiking, yet there is ſome particularſin ro which they 
alk, { have moſt ſingle regard, and the beſt of Gods people 
ther; {gre under more particular inclination; to ſome one 
texdiparticulzr fin then other, and indanger to fall and be 
d untiforercome thereby. 1 Kings 8. 38. therethe Stripture 
l;' |Bnotes this, under the name of heare-plagite ; alſo P/al, 
1s, $48, 23. Ab mine iniquity, Now thus comes to the 
{toughts for entercainment, and there is greateſt poſ. 
{ibilicy of finding entertainment ; for which cauſeGods 
—Jmord ſo much inveighs againſt thoughts, when they 
are about evil exerciſes. Gen. 6. 5. Every imagination 
| of the thought of his beart was evil, and ozly evil, Jer. 
livkl 4. 14. How long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge within 
fr thee ? Prov. 24. 9. T he thoughts of fooliſhneſs is fin, 
\ ng Thought is the leaſt motion of rhe mind, and whether 
\y it bewickedor good, is not hid from God, nor from 
' | Gods Vice-gerent, even Conſcience ; No thought can 
be with-held from thee. Job 42.2. No ſecret deſign, 
- { thoughin the very heart of man, can be fo carried on 
of 2s that God cannot be privy to it. Amos 4. I3. That 
wil 


| declareth to man what i his thought. New thought, 


pi thouph the lexſt motion of the mind, yet being im- 


 Ployed with contiuual good objeRs; as the Refureti- 
: M on. 
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on, and Judgment to come, thinking till what ſhalj 1% 
be the eſtate of the ſaved and damned, hath bleſſ,q 9 *® 
force both upon the heart and converſation, to repy. x. 36. 
lace things there, and by all poſſible means laboursty #%*® 
work ſuch up to Gods likeneſs, that they may haye genber J6 
boldneſs in judgment, even fo (andlet conſcience now 1 
ſpeak ) letting the thoughts have to do, ( ſo asto ##% 
like of. )) thoſe vain ſhady delights, that the hearts of pair of 
men are apt to ſet up to themſelyes,as Uncleanneſs,Co., MY 
vetouſnels, &c. bath as great force on the conyer. | © 
ſation, to carry it Hell-ward. It highly concerns #:YB 
Chriſtians therefore, to be upon the examination of Py 
their ſlate, as to thriving or decaying, and to ſeeto Milty.! 
the Thought what branch it bears; the beginnings of Moe, 
ſin inwardly being there, and be certain to piſsthis 11 Ye 
jadgment upon your ſelyes, that if to your thought, Þ, L 
your former deareſt luſt in any branch of it, or ary t yem 
other ſin be pleaſant to you; that is,tall,lovely,comely, ithoug| 
or deſirable, and not rather hateful, frightful, bur. jzrethe 
thenſome, black and helliſh; you are a dying or de. } Gifts 
caying to heaven, and heavenly things; and very ſez. Wiedge 
ſonable to ſuch may the counſel of Peter be, Repent \fumilit 
of this thy wickedneſs, and pray God the thought of thy # 1NOu! 
heart may be forgiven thee, T ſhall from hence take Ilire, 
occaſion to give you ſix Marks, by which you may Kvraces 
know when God will ſuffer your Return back to.your ly x 
old deareſt luſt, or ſome other fn,and they may byGods \one bis 
bleſling and your care,flay iniquity in its firſt motion, n other 
Iirſt, The firſt Mark may be this, when after God of & 
hath pardoned the fins you once lived in, you are lot & who 
abafed in your own eyes, ſo as to walk humbler with kd this 
God all your days: Now this is Gods great end in fot- & i con 
giving all fin. Zzeb. 16. 62, 63, I will eft«bliſh my bu, v 
: Covenant With thee, and thou ſhalt know that | amthi & oy 
\ Lord, that thou maiſt remember, ( mark that ) " iGk : 
X OAT Ya | 
« | 0 
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vg br confounded, and never open thy month more, becanſe 
» Wiki of thy ſhame, When 7 am pacificd towards thee; ' Sd 
0M, tony Eck. 36. 29, 3O, 31. I alſo will ſave you from all 
ans lubay your ancleanreſſes, both guilt and filth, »ben ball you 
Mey an rewenber yorr own evil ways, and foal lothe your ſelves 
Midenay is your 07 ſight, for your iniquities, and for your a- 
0, (hy bowinations. So that yonſee, God expeRs toreceive 
they the fruir of ſelf.abaſement from the pardoned. 
leannclj But Secondly, When becauſe of your graces, you are 
_the oy in any meaſure lifted up, to admire grace more then 
My cat fiver : By grace here, I mean the Gracesof gifts; as abi- 
Imizy Hity to pray or preach, ec. diſtin from the Graces of 
andiny Humility, Meekneſs and Charity ;for a man way be tichi 
pintiy in the one, and yet poor in the other. 1 07.13, 1,2;3. 
1topy Now you muſt diſtinguiſh between Graces and 
Ir thay Gifts, with what allowance the Scripture gives, other- 

it, « Wiſe ye will confound both by mixing them together ; 
ely,cox for. though Graces be Gifts, and Gifts be Graces, 
heful.{ yet are they not ſuch as prove, that of neceſiity where 
vine Gifts or Graces of Preaching, or Praying, or 

d veg} Knowledge, or Tongues are, there will de the Graces 
be, $f Humility and Thankfuſneſs ; though it will prove 
7H ere ſhould be ſuch Graces , the reaſon 1 conceive ly. 
n hen] &b here, and it may be worthy our noting, ( thus ) 
ichya The Graces of pifts in the ſenſe we diſtinguiſh, are morE 
> properly given of God for the benefit of others, as 
nayh be gave his Spirit ro Saw/, for the benefir of 7/7ael : 
nas Now other Graces are moſt properly given for rhe 
nai) profit of our ſelves, becauſe with the one we may pe- 
azz fiſh, without rhe other we cannor be ſaved. Now 
hes both this dying Sign, and the diſtin&ion may be of 
{pj Ue, if conſidered among Churches, for experience 
+l; tells us, while the bumble in. beart have ſtood. with 
1g] their low and mean parts, in the mean time thoſe tall 
thr)4 1" Gifts have fallen _— Dagoi before the Ark ; - 
A yo : 
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it is good none here be ſecure, for though Gifts be 40 
' Graces, and that from God the giver, yet may a per. #%.\ 
ſon fall in love with the Gifr, and himſelf for the 4%, * 
Gift, as to be lifted up to the forgetting God the 5; byall 
Giyer, 2 Chron, 26. 15, 16, compared with Chqp, #6, ® 


32. 25s | | jreitsa 
© , Thirdly, A third Ggn of Gods ſuffering perſon to- |: 1049 
fall into ſin, may be this ; When ſignal favours from jhrable tc 
God given you are not minded, bur forgotten : There _ 
is none that lives but are more or leſs tryed by Godin = G 
this very kind, ſome time or other of their life, for they qgreat 
are not only ſharers in Gods common favours, thar budcor 
he..daily beſlows upon all, as Rain, fruitful ſeaſons, k, for 1t 
food,” rayment, health, Rirength, and the like , bur nthebo 
alfo ſignal and ſpecial fayours,as Redemption from the thrgoc 
Graye, when at che} yery brink to viſible view, even ito rec 
fayours of ſuch like kind as 1/rael had, when the firſt. kpiving 
born in Fgype dyed, not a Dog barks againſt 7/rae/, 1, buta 
when Plague or Sword ſweeps away by hundreds, on 1 or ar 
our right hanJ, and on our left, and we remain un- Ming 
touched; this certainly is never to be forgotten : ſo the | et 5s 
red-Sea deliverance, the' illar of Cloud by day, and t Jeſus 
of Fire by night, together with the dividing of the ih © 
Waters of Jerdan, are Parables doubtleſs in Goſpel «bury 
days, and weunder as gracious Obligations ro remem- in that 
ber with thankfulneſs Gods loving kindneſs. David tinade 
that good man, makes obſeryation in this caſe of old tto1 
Tſracl,and bath lefttheir ain for generations ro come, ite, 
to read and take warning by. P/al, 1c6, 9, 10,11, ine a; 
12,13. God rebuked the red Sea, and it was dryed &jent 
up, and redeemed rbem from the hand of their ene- nt; fi 
mies3; yet they ſoon forgot his Works, and waited not for amet 
bis corcaſel; $02 Chrox. 32.24. Hezekiab was ſick Wn; T 
$0 deat, andbe prayed toGod, and he gave him a fign;  Yheier, 
but Hezekjabrendred not again according to the yp - Ari wit 
| aome r) thing 


o 
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*m Ave bi; ( mark that ) his recurn was not as ſignal as - | 
"aq ky his fayoor, therefore Cod ſuffers wrath to come upon 
My (lf him ; by all which it is clear, that more then ordinary 
lg grours, calls for more then ordinary returns, and 
.:-- | fhereitsa wanting, God is proyoked to ſuffer ſuch to 
NP rig fall: Ipray God make this hint as acceptable, as it is 
mg fexfonable to thoſe that ſhall meet with it | 
Men; *-f ourthly, A fourth Mark how-perſons may know 
Jedbj{ when God will ſuffer them tofall into Sin-; When un-' 
life, by der Sreat iraits, you are not much with God for wil. 
dfaromy dom and counſel; Negle here muſt necds be dange-! 
ruth/g rous, for it is a kind of tempting God, 'adaring as it” 
belle;} vere the holy One of 7/rae/;, When under great itaits' 
Xion ng} that for good ends he brings upon them; they are care- 
lever & co requeſt bis help for their eſcaping, and anſwere 
bentey able gaiving. No man that trades in the way to bea-- 
Print ſkd yen, bur at times is exerciſed with preat ſtraits of one: 


adrekF kind or another, the very entrance into it promifech 


ere (ehing leſs, Zf{ark 8. 34. whoſoever will come after! 
KL l . tet him take np hzs Croſs daily and follow me bE So 


(hdd thee Jeſus Chriſt would have perſons count upon meet- 
droedh ing wich bard things, that will be bis Diſciples; Po#- 
&6 in0 #17 5 born to trouble as the ſparks fly upward: Job 5.7. 
zo Now that none may fink under them , Jeſus Chriſt 
eb, If ith made proviſion, which if they negleR they are 
wat like to periſh. Afar. 26. 4. The Shepheard foal be 
nm} ſmittev, and the Sheep all ſcattered; now the belt pre- 
þ.9, gu] Rtvative againſt ſuch a danger, is, Watch and priy' 
ity that” Je enter not snto temptation. Luke 21. 26.' ers 
ſthis| brarts failing ther for fear, and for looking after what 
in/nlrl Pall come to paſs ;, for the Powers of Heaven ſhall be 
abſt! ſtaken : Therefore watch ye and pray always, that ye 
wel | Fe be accounted worthy toeſcape. By theſe Texts; to-. 
thket | Fetfier with Philf 4. 6! Be carefml for nothing, buf in 
" «| toery thing by pier: © — lit yertr reque » 
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be made known unto God. Clearly noting, that perſons *; * 
under ſtraits, are not in Gods ſecurity out of the way ' | 
of prayer ; well therefore may this prove an accep:a. ' 

ble caution to every Chriſtian, when he undergoeth 

his ſharejn the Croſs of Jeſus, co make his complains . 
and carneſt cries to him by prayer, with ſupplication; 

No donbt but ſuch will find Chriſt ſeaſonably helping . 
him; bur if you find a ſecure drowſineſs attend the aried 
heart, then conclude your miſery is not yet at the 9 
height : The Diſciples are found aſleep three times hon: 


together, and cannot watch with their Lord one hour, ghs kinc 


before their miſery will be greater by his being taken ) df a 
frem them : but 1 ſhall end this Mark, leaving for Inyy ne 
our gracious pattern the example of Jeſus Chriſt, qbom 

rho bring in an Agony avd ſweat, as it were prea; 9% * 
drops of blood, he at that time, prayed the more earnefth, \ [rat ( 
Luke'23. 44. the ſe 


. Fifthly, When, you readily cloſe with occafionsto 7 Exc 


ſin , this cempts the Devil co tempt you, and tempt raoh 


God to leave you; Sampſon in Fxdges 14. ſeeks to web t 
take a Wife among the Uncircumciſed, that he migh *: ( 
ch an occaſion againſt them :; Even ſo, doth not the brets 

vit make his attempts, whereby he may give. an Went. 
nccaſion to Gods People to fin, The ready cloſing wy 
wherewith , tempteth bim further to tempt them; a dfre 
and indeed rempteth God to leave them : Now hoe wn 
ſions co fin comes many ways, and from different 'N*%7 
objeas, that may have bur little beginning, and yet ® 
call concluſions , ſometimes the ear heareth that which ſx 
ſets the hearc on fire , ſometimes the eye ſecrh that _ 
which brings woto the mind ; witneſs David, who >" JE 
at the top of his roof, as he was walking, ſeeth Bath- = L 
fhaeba waſhing her ſelf, and her beauty paſſing through %* Car 
the caſement of his eyes; this ſmall occaſion tvok IR then 
poſſeſſion, and made him a priſoner to his age "Tm 
- | caroW, 
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=" throw : So Fef#- 7. 21. Achan ſav among the ſpoilr, 


f the goodly Babylonifh G arment, and a Wedge of Gold ; 
| his eye looked and bis heart Iufted till he was ruined, 
dere.) Now every man that knoweth any thing of ſins way, 
compli knows that it ſeeks and takes occaſion from very ſmall 
\ lean, beginnings; Bebold how great a fire 4 little ſpark hin- 
ly ben) 4th; It begins by litele, taking its degrees, and 
atten(d) 5 carried through the eyes to the thoughts, then to 
2 conception, then to affeRion, then to conſent, then 
hreeta) 04Rion - Now the proviſion the holy Scripture makes 
{ ones! 18 this kind, is poſitively engaged by way vf Precept, 
nt) 70 abſtain from all appearances of evil, 1 The, 5.22. 
; Clearly noting, that in order to perſons certain ſecu- 
| fity from the commiſſion of all evil, they muſt abſtain 
- «0M its Appearance: very obſervable is Gods care 
y 10 7/racl of old, no ſooner were they out of Zgpr, 
but he ſeeks to take all occaſions of fin out of their 
; way. Exod. 13. 17. And it came topaſ(s, that when 


y 
and Pharaoh bad let the People go, that God led them not 
4 through the Land of the Philiſtines, although ic was 


the of #97. ( note that ) leſt peradventare the people ſee War, 
th ot md return to Egypt again. So Exod. 23.13, 33. Al- 


. 1 {0 Deut. 7. 25. Prov. 22. 24, 25. They muſt cut 
J BU down their graven Images, and burn them with. fire, 
> lg) ©d deftre none of the filver thats on them, leſt they be 
x | s ſnare wntethem. So thewiſe-man, counſels to make 
. to friendſhip with an angry man, and with a furious 
i, wan; 10 not to fo, left we learn his ways, and get 4 ſnare 

"+ tooxr ſouls, | 
Sixthly, When you are not pitiful tothe tempted, 
4 but in your proſperity forget their calamity ; God is 
i Pleaſed many times to ſuffer Satan to be let looſe upon 
*. ſome Chriſtians, and to try them ſorely, yea, to en- 
gage them deep in actual War, while(t ocher Chriſtians 
| 88 it were, are lookers on, to let the, one fee how 
WF N 4 weak 
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weak he is inche hands of thisſpiritual Adverſary, if \yþ then 
left to himſelf; and to try theother, what frame of þof the 
heart he carries towards his brother in diſtreſs, ang { the £ 
this if wiſely improved tunrs to the great advantage of ylſof 
both : The perſonal ſufferer, if he endure, become, 
heir ro the promiſe, annexed to the condition of the 
tempted. Fam. 1. 12, And the looker on, if hehy 
beholding is ſo enflamed with zealous love and pity 
to his ſuffering brother, that he preatly ſuffers alſo: vine 
T he one is offended, the other burns, 2 Cor. 11, 29. nant 
When all the ftrength a poor tempted ſon! hath, jsex | ; 4, 
eaged in hot fight with che Devil, Fleſh, and World, | 
then pity from lookers on, proves like a freſh recruit +; 
to a ſhattered Army, it fo ſuits with Gods will, and 
with the. tempteds want ; whereas on the contrary, ...: 
want of pity in lookers on, as it ſtrengthens the hands. 
ofthe Adverſary, and tempts the courage of the trou- 
bled co grow flat. Now this ſixth Mark is framedto | 
that end, if the Lord will, that lookers on may not 
only know what frame of heart they are to be of in 
ſach ſeaſon, but to provoke them ro make haſt toit; 
in Amos 6. 4. there was negle& to this duty, andit j«lout 
meets with a ſad ſalute; 10 to them that are at eaſtis | Yhen 
Ziow, that lie upon upon beds of Ivory, that drink wine inp a 
in Bowls, bnt are not grieved for the Affiftions of J0- \n anc 
ſeph : No iniquity ( mark that) fo provokes God lnſe, 
2s co be preferred in puniſhment before this; They ny mea 
muſt go immto Captivity, with the firſt that go Captive; tieehe 
Amos I. 11. Numb, 20. from the 14. co the 22; ke fon 
God will not bear ſuch a pitileſs heart in his very Ene- kn; ar 
mies. Iſa. 47. 6 1 was wrath with my People, and (Gods 
gave them into thy bands, and npon thy axcient very Wake 
heavily haſt thou laid thy yoke ;, Therefore in one day Wer 
fall come upon thee loſs of Children, and widow-hood, mon 
Kemember therefore thoſe that are in Bonds, as _ king (0 
I Wi 
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Werin,f pic them, and thews that ſuffer Adverſity, as being 
batirgs alle of the fame Bedy, Heb. 13. Read and conſider, 


rnd and the good Lord give you underſtanding ; Ame. 
and ſo paſs to the 27th, Sign. | 


0n, if CHAP. XXVII 


F 


' 
: 


hewing Satans way, by which he gets in our day moſt 
"advantage upon Churches; and a plain diſcovery 
' of the firſt riſe of the Quakers ; ſtewing alſo the great 
Law of Edification, to be preferred in all Dofirine ; 
" with Cantious to ſuch as live ent of all Charch way. 
 ' with Cantions how Churches are to behave themſelves 
\ intime of ref from perſecution. | 


SI GN. XXVI. 


"Fu H ez you are mighty curiom about the leſſer 

haſt oh matters of Gods Law, and mighty care- 

faty, all efs about the werghtier. 

ra When Satan theprand Engine of bepining and per. 
driazms ſefting a Chriſtians ruine, cannot at once knock his 
Fm) heart and hands from off the Ordinances of Gods 
yoke i Houſe, thereby ro make him deſtiruce of che 
this; Tj very means to good, he uſually works this way, 
2Cqix where he finds meet ſubjects to be working upon, viz. 
ro they] Make ſome more curious by far then God-would have 
s them ; and ſo wholly taken up with the leſſer matters 
ph, 4 of Gods Law, that he may have the fairer opportuni- 
ie tO make them as careleſs in the weightier , by chis 
x lg Manner of dreſs he deceives far more, then by his 
vi common known dreſs of viſible prophaneneſs ; this 


Le) being ſo far from the road of the rude ranting way, 


J 
| ha® 
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that it ſhows, yea and pretendsto exceed Chriſtian \ninatic 
in their right Saint-like way, carrying with it profe. 4, whe 
ion of, and contention for commands of Gol. gre the 
Which ſpirit meeting withignorant and inconſidergte j4 to 
peoplemakes a noiſe as though it would drive theworld jd out-t 
before it, while the fairer, ſurer Chriſtian, that carries {qe chr 
- on his matters temperately, giving due reſpe to eye. ; they 
ry command, yet ſeems in their eye to burn ſo din, y hook 
that they are ready to bid him ſtand further off, 'they (hs. 
are holier than be. ow Si 
This deceit is a wonderful myſterious one , and jlim to 
without all doubt worketh mightily, not only among jvvs the 
the Churches, but in and among the People called knek of 
Dnakers, whole ſpirit is yet kept under by themiſe jy that 
God, till a riper ſeaſon, from ſhewing it ſelf inthat 
Atheiſts dreſs, that certainly it did riſe from, and 
certainly will end in, They being of all people Pha. 
raſaical like,out of all cry,contenders for that that com- 
paratively is but the ſhell of Chriſtianity, andare ſo {;,.þ, C 
far from contending for, that they ſet themſelves even ſprye. 
againſt the kernel or ſubſtance of Religion, andileþ, :, 
Church of God can truly witneſs this, for from among.y” put 
themſelves are ſome gone out, with as fair preteners# h;, and. 
can be,of living more toGod inthe Spirir and power \jv fe; 
holineſs, and yet quickly ſhewing themſclves inthe y pvfte 
myſtery of carrying on moſt abominable Atheiſlial vw for 
principles of denying both the ReſurreQion of the | heir « 
body from the grave of the earth, and Judgment dy 
tocome; And ſo bend their bow at the overthrowing * 
the very foundation of godlineſs, in the myſtery. jeje 
Egyptian darkneſs, and yet under the higheſt preter: |, j,1, 
ces of Angel-light, Ir is clearly evident, that the firſt ju. 
riſe of that ſpirit laid its beginning upon theſe very |; v1, 
materials, of being curious inthe leſſer, and careleb uw, te 
in the weightier, making nothing ſecretly to a grob ygc, 4) 
abomunau0d | 
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Q4omination ( as ſome can witneſs) yet to publick 

| where they might have the fairer advantage to 

Mieive the ſimple, did make great ſhow of tender 

W:e& to ſome leſſer. matters of Gods Law , and in- 

this. Feed our-talk every body, while God knows they 

2 s\;1 noz thns plead out of true love to Gods Law 

Fo OO \tyr they had , but-becauſe no bait. would ſo ft 

| of, $86 hook, and carry on the bufineſs they deſigned 
\ ke (Dis. 
$ _—_ Satan himſelf full well knows, that it is in vain 
oe, hr him to expeR the accompliſhing any great deſign 
") Wong the ſeparated Churches, any other way, toc 
by Mibjncls of fleſh is ſo manifeſt, that every.body among 
pl «TE tem that knows but any thing, knows they are re- 
elf in [kemed from that, bur filthineſs of. the ſpirit which 
"= IT yorks ſecretly, and yet ends carnally and mortally, 
T4; his grand working way ; which doubtleſs the Apo- 
that , be well knew, when he gave this exhortation to the 
and wh ce; th Church, with tbis deſcription, which Ipray 
eroAierve. Chap. 7. 1. where he heſeecheth them nor 
; Mly, to cleanſe themſelves from all: filthineſs of the 
Im a8 [bb ; but by way of diſtintion, flrhineſs of Spirit 
a", and. that in order to their pertecting holineſs 
on iy the fear of God. Readalſo 7/a; 30.21. And by 
rel! thi; myſterious means he takes in ſome place, and ay 
penn nonp ſome people by companies, that moſt of them 
0d] jx- their true Church ſtanding were the carnalleſt, 
met mean, and ignoranteſt Chriſtians, having in them.as Jit- 
mom! tle experience as could be of the power of Godlineſs, 
| , fo little, that if they had any leſs, would have had 
M9! to little to be born by the Church, yet intangling 
8M themſelves with this ſpirit ef deceir, ( or filthineſs of 


ns ed up, too wiſe for their teachers, deſpiſing thoſe far 
|. before themin grace, yet far behind them in theirac- 
LLISUy | counc 


ſpirit ) have grown mighty confident, bold, and lif- 


j 
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count; and very juſtly may and doth the Lord le ye Ct 
ſuch fall into ſpiritual deceit, notwithſtanding they z ,q i 


plead for ſome of his own law, on being molt care. yh fot 


leſs, where he would have them molt careful ; fo ren. yur: 
| ders their care in the leffer, while careleſs in the preat. je of t 
| er, of no account with him at all, he taking no plex. aſelyes 
_— fare in ſuch, but greatly diſdaining them. Aer, 23, wee t 
23. Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, for youpay \ read 
tyth of mint, Anniſe, and Cummin, and have omitted. aſelyes 

the weightier matrers of the Law. They are under ygve 

Gods wo, though they do what they ought to do, Jy prov 
yet in leaving undone ſomething weightier , that jy, jel 

ought to be done alfo, Multitudes as the Scripture” jj þ 
witneſſeth have been, and God knows in our days ,, ;h, 
are, deceived in this matter , who content themſelves, ywefore 
ſome in being mighty juſt between man, and mar, \;  þy 

which in it ſelf is good, yet looſe in other matters; yn 0 
others great Church-men, yet abominable proud, co jinclear 
yetous, or both, much like thoſe. 1/2. 58. 2. Thi ys, an 
\ eek, God daily, and aclight fo know his WaJes,: ( mark koh he 

that) as a Nation that did righteouſneſs, and delight (miſs 

in approching to God, yea, they faſt and afflift ther yiich 
Souls, Howexcellent ure all theſe things mentioned, 19ven; { 

and worthy our noting? thatthough foundin this pra- y þ, 
Qice, yet ſent to by God to betold of their ſins , all wy of 
which noted together proves, rhat faithfulneſs in ſome yy (is 
cruths, while unfaithful in other truths, more, ors yo tho 
material , renders the ſervices of ſuch to be of no'ac- yy (,; 
count : all which I have briefly noted for cautionto 1g | 
ewo ſorts of people in ſpecial. | =_7 
Firſt, Such as live out of moſt way of Goſpel ſept» mw, 
ration, and yet keeping themſelyes nnder the obſer- "yy q 
vation of ſome truths, that conſcience and thelight of wager 
nature diftates to them, though under apparent neg* kb þy 
lect, and in diſobedience to many known —_ ""Y 

crutos ;- 
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* |trachs; that they know or eaſily may know, follow- 


furch for their ſilver ;, digging as the) aig for their hid 
i  Peaſwre © That 1s, taking as great pains for the knows- 
"Ma! ledge of the true treaſure, as they take to poſſeſs 
B90 temſelyes with worldly treeaſure, for the getting 
Mit] yhereof they riſe up Early, go to bed Late, and ear 
# J#k, the bread of painfulneſs; but all this while content 
es" themſelves with lazie deſires, and faint wiſhes after 
I the crue treaſure, and will not cloſe with any thing 
BN that proves coſtly in getting or ke&ing. James 2. 19. 
et, 0 Thou believeFt there ts one God, thon deft well, the Des» 
TN vile alſo believe and tremble ;, but thou Wilt know O vain 
Une ne, that faith Without works is dead; being alone ; 
WF Therefore faith muſt be of a Goſpel kind, and proved 
andy be ſo by Goſpel works: Though a man ſhould beg 
wut trdon of bis fin, of lying, cheating, covetouſneſs, 
oud, 6 uncleanneſs, or ſuch like works of the fleſh all his 
24 18 "uy and yet continuein any, or all of theſe; yea, 
+ (Woagh he could cry forit,till bis beart-ſtrings break, he 
wing - anſt miſs of it, asking out of the way of the promiſe, 
ſu Win which pardonis decreed by the God of Heaven to 
ny be given, fo that every repentance ſuppoſed to be right, 


Ml 
L 


tis my be wrong, and that faith not of a Goſpel kind, 
ſins; though of a Goſpel ſhew ; If a man would have $al- 
I in\ tion with his fins, or Chriſt and his ſins too, he goes 
if out of the channel of the penicent, who are wont to 
Wt\neet God in ſorrow for ſin, and turning from fin, 
08000] Prov. 18.13. He that covereth his fins, ſhall not proſper, 
Jo who [ confeſſeth and Fozlakith them, ſhall have 

4 Wercy, . 
#\. Now deceitful hearts, through the Devils wiles, 
lgt0)niſconſtrue promiſes of Glory, raking part for the 


nt 04-1whole, having confident dependance upon the prom1- 
Go ; oo | _ ſes 
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ſes of life, and can cite many Scriptures wherein are j jathe( 
gracious promiſes made by God to ſinners ; but neyer jyed fe 
conſider what kfnds of ſinners they be, to whom of Spi 
the promiſes are made, neither take any due care ty yk of | 
perform the condition the promiſe is rhade upon} jithem, 
ſo pleaſe themſelves in the hope of Heaven, not dilj. hence 
gently weighing the foundation their hope is built wehes, 
upon. Itis like to prove with ſuch, as with a hanyry i thi 
man, he dreameth, and behold he eateth, but he awak- | moure 
eth and bis ſoul ts empty. 1a. 29. 8. Many will fayto jthepre 
Chriſt inthe preat day, we have eaten and drunk inthy ; 
preſence, and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets, thereſorg hyillof 
Lord, Lord, open to' 4 ;, depart from me ye workin: yh, and 
of miquity ,. whoſe hope muſt periſh in being notol mhe ho 
that purifying kind; that renews the ſonl God. watd, js ith 
but (il allows tie fleſh a commanding power, jed ther 
forgetting that great mark, which proves the hoped hor ner 
Gods Ele to be of the right kind. x Jobs 3, 1, werful 
And every one that hath This Yope in him, purifyah w fart 
himſelf even as he us pure. © ve 7 
Secondly , Let this ſerve for caution to fecl'iti y ;þ;w 
Churches, as are, or are like to be curious in the leffer [receivi 
whiles careleſs in the greater. Great hath beenths jg noe 
trouble of ſuch Churches as can witneſs this decay t0 jjpeſt w 
have been amongſt them ; it ſtill rook the moſt indot? | 
ſiderate, that lived too much below compariſon in 
Gods Law, where or when to be more or leſs1n 0 ){vting 
deſcention in order to the beit maintaining edification; y 
which is the great end of all inſtitution : they forget lenſes 
ting, or not knowing this, have gone ſo unſeaſonadk hjlman, 
abour ſetting up the leſſer, that they have debaſed UP fie 
weiphtier ; making the remedy prove far worſe We Wag oy 
the diſeaſe , carrying on this work with ſuch mane ji yn 
of manapement, that an indifferent ſtander by could yr for 
not but 1m2gine, that ſure the whole will of 4 til By: 


tilt, 
the be 
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Rang/yy inthe one, two or three lefler things, that they fo 
; buttey.,Caded for, eſpecially, ſeeing it carried on with thac 


O Wyjeatof Spirit, and reſolution of taking place, that the 
Qeexy bonds of love, and Church-Communion could not 
"Uk Od hem. 
n, ME] . Whence hath the diviſions among theſe Goſpel- 
SGurches, both in affeRion and praiice riſen, if nor 
#9 4 9 fom this very root ? Cannot hundreds witneſs, yea 
w i ov) 3d mourn for whatthey know in this matter ? Rath 
y Willi ae the great law of love, and the great deſign of all - 
AMOrdinances, to wit, Edification, been ſacrificed for 
7, Ufthe will of ſome novelties ? 1 know what I ſpeak to be 
e Je*"Firuch, and that T haye many witneſſes, 
inp "The honour of God, the credit of his Religion, 
Godaſyhen it hath come in competition, hath been leſs pre- 
8 Pfefred then fome new apprehenſion, if not ſome old 
© i'9Effrour newly eſpouſed ; doth not this preach perſons 
on Fyondertully carnal, and wiſe in their own conceits ? 
Pillow far bave ſuch gone from Chriſts pood example ? 
"ſhave yet maxy thivgs to ſay to Jon, but ye cannot 
to Whey chem now, Let us mind a little, their beſt ſeaſon 
n elf receiving was ' Chriſts beſt ſeaſon of Geclaring : 
thdeFÞvth not Chriſt by rbis, teach every Diſciple of his, 
tis def 6 digeſt well themſelves ? | 
noſti\ *'Firſt, What they have to offer before they offer it ; 
grief 52d the beſt ſeaſon roo; may nor, nay have not ſome 
0M by ſeeking beſore due ſeaſon, to ſer vp ſome one leſſer 
dino bw, thrown down ſeveral greater laws ; nay bath not 
hey fo} foe unſeaſonably bringing inthe truth, rogerher with 
nſezſo0f ic'ill management thereof ; brought into the Church 
Jebaſef by head Ronlders Envying, Strife, and Diviſion, 
worſe ind caſt out Flambleneſs of mind, Lovg-ſaffering, Gen- 
ze 088] tleneſs and Bowels ? Doth not the boly Apoſtle ſer a 
er by #| topy for all, how to walk in this reſpeRt ? 1 Cor. 3. 1. 
| o 6 Hud I Brethrey conld net Speak unto J0u, as nnto ſpiri- 


tual, 
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tual, but as unto carnal, eves babes in Chriſt , 7 beve)lie ol x 
fed you with milk, aud not With meat, for hitherra y,ighe the 
have not been able to bear it, neither yet are ye all, "yt on 
Doth not he here conſider their inward conſticution, waitiot 
and prepare his diſh to their ſtomack ? And is notthi job ſhe 
Heavens road-way to _ inthe greater ? By anor- bled, 
derly firſt bringing in the leſſer ; witneſs this oly A- yy bur 
poſtles carriage. 1 Cor. 12. 17,18, 19 Did rw bg ' 
a £4in of you, by any of. them I ſent to you, 'I deſired ix of thi 
Tis, and with him 1 (ent a brother , did Titus make bf, ant 
a gain of you ? we ſpeak before God in Chriſt, we d, aljs 
things dearly beloved for Jorr edifying : he had reſped yr 

ro the great deſign, Edification ; and whea requiring yreſtint 


their performance of a lefſer duty, to wit, giving 
their temporals to them from Whom they received ſpiri- 
ruals, .even as the Lord hath or1ained; that theythat y 
preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel : Yetas [ſad 

but now, if the calling for the performance of this 

duty, will not ſtand with cheir edification inthe main; hn. fs 


be will rather preach the Goſpel of God freely; 2 Cw, 
Il. 9. Ext When 1 was preſent with you, ( And Want: he eo 
rD) 1 was chargeable ton1 man, and in all things Thaw thive it 
kept my ſelf from being burthenſome to you, andſol migh 
will keep my ſelf : you lee, though he wants neceſlaries/zy, and 
be will take nothing of them, but rather oyer-bur. 
then other Churches that are better ſpirited co beat hh that 
ir, then among this people labour in vain ; may notal jt, ph; 
mournforGoſpel-lofs, through the want of ſuch walk ugly, 
one towards another in our days? How proſperous wks et 
probability, may not I ſay in certainty had thetruth lick (+ 
been over it is, through our Nation, had it notbeen $kCF 
for thoſe diviſions that now are among the Churcdes? ten gy 
Whoſe beginnings came in this way? [ do ſecretly!e; ey | 
j9yce, to think what a bleſſed iſſue would have beet by, i; 
re:ped of pgzneral harmony amongſt Gods Cy Wis kind 
| WU | 
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i 1 by while all perſons in all places; and among all people 
bithen ſpoke the ſame things. 26 os SS 
e 4] But on the contrary; here the Church reſts from 
N jerſecuttion on Trouble withont;. what then follows 3 
Woh ſhe not ſettle upon her Lees; while ſhe was 
' Bray joabled, ſhe united and becanie one ſhoulder to 
this ery burden, now ſhe bath reſt * What doth God 
for; that then ſhe be edifyed, and walk inthe 
| fear of the Lord; and in the Comfort of the Holy- 
| Ghoſt, and increaſed, growing more in goodrieſs 
«at greatneſs, may it not be for Lamentation, thar 
badrej _ liath told us the contrary, when the Church 
arcqa dd reſt in times paſt, grew ſhe not Carnal, Froward; 
", pwidy; Prind, Cenſorious, Enviow , Quarrel- 
iN ls, and fell from Humility and Gentleneſs , into 
tool Fanlation, Wrath, Strife, Seaitzon ,, and for this 
Skth not God ſcourged ſome to loſs of Subſtance; 
#Wers of Life ir ſelf, and driven all back into Egypr, 
Win, ſhall rwelve years experience be fufficienit to 
y: 20Firn vs for ever to Live in Love, ſeeing now there 
ndWſphike ro come a littte time of reviving again > Would 
bing: [ſe bave it laſt long, and end in Weal ? Letuslabour 
#; aff with might after the good Apoſtles Spirit; to be all 
iecelify tings, arid do all things to Edification. My Fellow 
oval Travellers for Feraſalem the City of God, let us 
ed ol fndy that Leſſon, not reſting ſhort of living the life 
nay od of it, Phil, 2. 3. Let nothing be done through ſtrife or 
chu tain glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem others 
ſperond better then themſelves , This will bring into cheir Can- 
| then defticks thoſe two glorious lights of Gods-Houſe 
enotÞBACE and LOV E, while we eſteem others bet- 
rd ter then our ſelves, there will be Love, and where 
crethR!Love is, there will be forbearance ; ic. beareth all 
ve b8|tbings, it hopeth all things, endureth all cbings, 
iid [ind is kind ; and where this Love is, there will be 
oil | peace, 
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prace,..and a, habitation fitted forthe Prince of peace. | __ 
ro take up' his abode in. Alas, Alas, oth notthe © * 
Aﬀverlary hinder the Building greatly ? while he can 
truly fay, do you not ſee. bow they are divided among. - ' 
themſelves, and lay, Jow one angther > Doth wage loing t 
the conſcious.ſceker..ſtumble greatly at this, and.fgy,. lymd 
whar. ſhall ſ do ?- Where to ſectle I cannot tell ?: Noth yrk of 
not the carnal Chriſtian becauſe of this pleaſe himſelf, pſeves 
that. he is got-into, the world of liberty from, all þy 5b 
Church-way ? O that the Lord would be intreated to 
awaken the upright / yet to make ittheir prayer, and. - -- 
care. night and day,. how they may. in Places, Times, ' : 
Things, eſpecially. in the maiv, bath to ſpeak and do; ry'7 19 
the ſame thing ; chis will be bleſſed with better fac. W/ - | 
ceſs.to God and Goſpel, in.one year, then thebeft |;;-;* 
indeavours of another kind, for time paſt hathibeen #0 
in twenty Years, + . "1. 
"2. I have .done,and the good Lord begin. to ſet this my, f9 * 1 
humble caution co Churches home, ;chat they all. mgy.3%8'< 
rake the good Apoſiles rule, 1 Cor. 14. 26. How ine ©. 
then brethren, Whey you come together, everyone. bh, F.©9 : 
a Pſalm, hath a Dobtrine, hath a T ongue , hath a 8g; 1P"it 
welation, bath an interpretations Lv, all thinggihg \9at ' 
done [is Cdilying. 4. - +. 1 4 {ome 
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y . -  . CHAP, XXVI 
"Und thewing the neceſſity of humble waiting; and confident 
Il, ay » depending upon... the holy Spirit, to help #n the preat . 
tel? 'N| '-work of mortification ; the neceſſity Wheroof '54 ſhewed: 
"Wt i ſeven particulars, with fix direttions how to get and. 
9 beep '8b boly Spirit, eo ue oo 
=. - "SER NET. es 
W 7 the boly Spirits help to the great ork 
hen they 7”. of mortification, ſeenis not of abſolute ne-' 
E tuck [Sith to J08, . *- of y . ; | =o _ 
' |} That 5s, its working help, and way. is. not taken 
ſet thaſieed co : [neceſſiry of the holySpirics kelp in this mac- 
ey allfitr of greatconcernment, cannottbe known, fo ag to., 
6. Hat&to this great end worthily improved, without know-- 
Ver. kdoe to a good : degree; how.in this.great work, the 
' bath Ay Spirits help is concerned, and whether fo concern... 
{ things, that wichour.its help,. morcitcation of ſininits 
;,* {right order, cannot be brought about. Now where 
. []theboly Spiritis ſought unto,and humbly waited upon 
_ ©} for help, he doth ſhew himſelf. helpful in thefe par- 
+ ,, | eulars, SEE 4 
+} Firſt, Infortifying the mind of a Chriſtian with ſpiris 
' ©] tral materials, meet to wage war with the ſpiritual ad- 
' * | rerfarjes, F/e/p,yForld, and Devil, all which are ſtrong- 
, «| yingaged againſt a poor convert. Gal. 5.7. The fleſs 
| feth againſt the Spirit ; deſiring and ſtriving to do 
Cyig Mat is direRly contrary to the Spiric, like a perfect 
-* | Oppoſite, aiming and fſiriving to ſet upall impurity, 
contrary to, or apaioſt the Spirits purity. Now the 
| wag - 2 © mind 
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mind being che moſt noble partin man, chat the fleſh jy 10 
is moſt ingaged againſt, fo that Perey in his x Ep; ow 
' 2. 4, 12. cautions.tO abſtain from fleſHly lufts, which, 
war againſt the ſoul, or mind, therefore ſaith the holy |, gud 
Apoſtle St. Paul. Rom. 7. 23. ſee 8 Law in my wen. pus & 
bers, Wwarring againſt. the Lav of my mind, told » wind 
me icaptive to the Law of fin, in my members ; Ard the 
ſaith Jeſus Chriſt: . Aſat. 22.. 37. Thos ſalt lovethe wal g6 
Lord thy God with all thy ſoul, and with all rby mind. ancptab 
All which together, proving the mind to be the moſt ,ju p 
noble parr,at which rhe holy Spirit co poſſeſs with good, , z,4 
and the adverſary to poſſeſs with bad, hath a chief nixſe, 
and only aim, knowing right well, chat conquely |, 4 & 
there carries away the whole man ; and thereforgrh q able 
aQions of pood men; and wicked men, are moregr. |cqrjed 
leſs reputed good or bad, as they are more or tes , 
wHanaged with the Mind, Nehem. 4.6, 7. Thebail- ; s of 
ders that wrought upon the Wall, With one hand, beld'« wo 
weapon, and With the other hand wroug ht in the work; firſt 
for the people had a Find ro work: which notes ho ted, 
miphtily a willing: mind doth contribute to a ſuccely ling 
full work, and that this is greatly eſteemed off by God yur 
read 1/a. 26. 3. Thin wilt keep him in perfect pract'\y pol 
whoſe mind ts ſtayed on thee ,, thou wilt keep them, hk | 
ſach are the proper ſubje&s of Gods preat care,whoſe jj, ... 
minds on God is ſtayed, and they ſhsll haye peace, uf co 
peace, that is, peace 1nits beſt performances, andin yy. 
all its degrees: Peace at home, abroad, in ſtorms, |. 
in calms, within, without, equivalent with thatble- \, j, 
Mng annexed to commandment. keepers. Demt. 28. yy, , 
beginning. But on the contrary, Prov, 21. 29. ty and 
T he ſacrifice of the Wicked i abomination to the Lord; wu 
how muc3 moze, when he brings it with a wicked \irie, 
Pind ; So that at the beſt the wickeds facrifices are jy, 
2bominable, but how much more, when they com? iy 
| WIP" Nome 
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4] vith a mind ſet on wickedneſs? Phi, 3. 18, 19. For 
Ml many walk of Whom [ have told you often, and now tell 


the even weeping, they are enemies of theCroſs of Chriſt, 

"Y who mind earthly things; Now allthis premiſed, be. 
17 ſpeaks che neceffity of the boly Spirits help to fortifie 
+94] the mind with ſpiritual niaterials, meet ro wage war 
, !; 4] wich the ſpiritual adverſary ; for the fruit of the Spirit 

inc $ in all goodneſs, righteonſneſs and truth, proving what 
9 i acceptable to God; and is therefore pur in oppoſition 
en 1 the works of the fleſh. Epbeſ. 5. 9, 10. Gal., 
"I 22. But the fruits of the Spirit s love, joy, peace, 
Shy meekneſs, long- ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith ;, 
"W:00w a mind deſtitute of chis holy Spirits fruit, is no 
"=" my able to withſtand the motions of the fleſh ; bur 
-—_— carried captive with every Juſtful bait at che temp- 
"Nv ters will ; for they that are after the fleſh, do mind the 
The "things of the fleſh ,, and as it is the care of the evil one, 
% **! © have the mind of ſinnersin his poſſeflion, even fo 
bei the firſt work the holy Spirit doth upon the con- 
=o werted, is to put Gods law into their mind, by demol- 
au (hing thoſe dark works, in thoſe that turnto God, 
10) W both in Debaſing what was, and in Exalting what was 
ef [57 Bot. Epheſ. 4. 17. Thus I ſay therefaxe, and teſtific 
PW! is the Lord, that you walk not as other Gentiles Walk, 
ce, Wl! in the vanities of their mind. verſe 22. But that you 
VePal yur off concerning the former converſation, the old max 
S, WM with bis deeds, and then is a neceflity of putting 
1 (0m oy the new man with his deeds; for if the bouſe, or 
debits] heart Ge empty, ſmept, aud garnifved from all bad, and 
Jett, | yet not potſeſt with like good, the evil one enters a- 
21. | pain, and makes the caſe worſe then before , All which 
e Loi notes the neceffity of having dependance upon the ho- 
wi| lySpirit. Zpheſ. 3. 16, 17. To fortifie the mind with 
IST | ffiritnal materials, meet to wage war with this ſpiritu- 
jo | | adverſary ; and thus T have done with the firſt mark, 

ml | and come to the ſecond, O 3 Second- 
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Secondly, Itjs the Spirics work, to diſcover tothe fit; 1* 
Chriſtian man, wherein his danger mot lies , thatiz $909) 
by what bait, and to what evilsthe tempter is mo wet 
like co draw him ; Ignorance here, cauſeth people to il, H 
90 intq the tempters way, .and without -defilement is, Pr 
more or leſs, they can hardly return, and ſyrely Fog. 1005 Mt 
270% alludes to this in- one of his petitions to God for # tt 
Iſrael. 1 Kings 8, 38. What prayer and ſupplication iy 19 
{oever be made þy any man,or by all thy peoplelſracl, which ww 't 
ſhail know every man the Wiague of his own Peart; the te 
clzarly implying, that among 1/rae{ there might be, Kt any, 
thac did not know their own Hearts. Plague, or }belt fa 
wherein their danger moſt lay, -Now the holy Spirit x the $ 
was given to inſtrut them, and ſo witneſſeth, Nehew, i; for Ge 
9. 20. Thos gaveſt thy good Spirit to inſtrult them, v ſhull 6 
the manner how is ſet out in, Exod. x3. 17. Andit devil. 
came to paſs when Pharaoh had let the people go, that ie great 
(God led them not through the way of the rn 
alth:ugh that was near, for God ſaid, left they repent 1 ſruit 
when they ſee war, and return to Egypt again. Itis itook, th 
very queſtionable, if not out of doubt, - rhat this date þ. 7. 
ger was not intheireye at all, bt God led them ( faith ply B 
Maſes, ) by ha Spirit, ſaith Nehemiah; cleatly noting, wed cf 
that perſons hearkning, find the boly Spirit not want- &, cent 
jog ta lead them in the beſt way, and ſer before them eaſter 
the greateſt danger; one text more and ſoI haye done bt, not k 
_ with chis, J{a. 29. 24. They alſo that erredin Spirit, Wieadeli 
ſhall come to underſtanding, and they that murmmred, (uthout 
ſhall learn Dofrine: They thar through ignorance wipe ) 
went aſtray, ſhall come to underſtanding, or know | hetra 
their beſt way ; and they that did repine, ſhall learn aled the 
Docrine, or be better caughr. Tardom 
- Thirdly, The Spirits work is to diſcoyer both the « ame ; 
ſtrength of the-temprer, and tempration, Mewing. noiſe 
Jo the Chriſtian man theſe two things, y = 
Fr nh, : 
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feorernay| - Firtt, That the cempter can bar iritice, not inforce. 
let; thy] '-Secondly, That the ſtrength of hisfempration lies 
Dried in preſent things. Arn þ EEE Ot 
Wl Peng Firſt, He can and doth prepare fuitable baits and' 

fizxres, but all he doth do, andcan do, amounts but 

ts] ro thus much, Therefore greater i be that rs in you, 

N5-t0 Goh) ther he that 5s againſt you; which conſideration tends 

/oplig geatly to a believers ſupport, while he isable to ſay, 

raday I'-know it muſt be my fault if I fin againſt my God, 

OWn by for the tempter cannot force me, neither did he ever 

fre mig! force any, he can and doth proffer his ware, putting 

Plagu,j the 'beſt face upon it, as you may ſee, Ger, 3. 4,5. 

eboh Wy Aud the Serpent ſaith to the Woman, ye ſhall not [arely' 

tet, Niu þe ; for God detb know in the day you eat thereof, your 

fraftth; tes ſhall be opened, and Hall be as Gods, knowing good 

. th 68d evil. Here he makes his baitpleaſant, and to pro. 

miſe greater priviledge then yet they had , with which 

li the woran is taken, And when the Woman ſaw that 

theywi the fr nit was good, and that it was pleaſant to the eye; 

gain, i fr took thereof and did eat; contraty tothe Law. So 

hat thi Joſh. 7. 20, 21. When Achan ſaw among the ſpoils a 

« yeodly Babyloniſh Garment, and a Wedge of Gold, be 

" cwered them , which noces, that che Devils power to 

w take, centers in preparing fair outſides, which carries 

x ſome after deſtruQion,as the Oxe goerth to the ſlaugh- 

ter, not knowing that it is for his life ; and indeed as 

+ 4 his crade lies in ſhows, ſo the people he tradeth among, 

= (-without which he could not trade at all to any ad- 

| vantape ). are filly people; and though filly people, 

yet he tradeth alrogether in the dark, and therefore is 

gn called the Ruler of darkneſs. Epheſ. 6. 12. And his 

Kingdom @ Kingdom of darkneſs. Col 1.3. And dare 

nf "ot come to the light, for fear his deeds ſhould be maat 
fl manifeft, EE OT Os 


, 


198 Signs of a Dying or decaying Chrifies, #97 
' Secondly, As he thus trades, and theſe are the pag. y09 * 
ple he tradech with , ſo the ſtrength of his cempeation; #b# 


a" 
i-j0,0 


» 


centers in preſent things; It is all be can make ſnare, ject 
and cemptarions of, as is evident by theſe Texy, i6, 37 
Rom. 8: 18. The ſufferings of this Peſcut world gy od, #4 
wot worthy to be compared-with the glory that ſhall byre.. phovtt 


vealed in us . SO Gal. 1. 4. Who gave himſelf for a, wht BC 


that he might redeem us from this \»2elent evil world, bee no 
2 Tim. 4. 10. Demas hath forſaken me, having im. wall. 
braced the Pzelent World. Now alltheſe Scriptures fithly, 
ſpeak che tempters ſtrength to lie inpreſent thing, j 
which made the holy Apoſtle have lighc accoune of hi ay r 
ſuffering 2 Cor. 4. 17. For onr light Afiitiion which theſe. 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceediny \fitlt, 
and eternal weight of glory. He compareth it with the juyeeſe 
ſtate to come, Fives it the next count to a cypher, 1 ay pe 
calling it momentary ; and the utmoſt we can make, jofferetl 
or any ſjnner that lives at greateſt height of worldy kt ſho 
pleaſure, muſt confeſs all preſent things will amount to jwill me 
but theſe three, ings, + 
Firſt, Such as goeth but Shin-deep. . fecond 
Secondly, Such as may properly be called minute its not 
joy, that is ours this minute, but eitherit takenfrom x with 
gs, or we from it next minute, it laſts not. uw 
Thirdly, At che longeſt worldly pleaſure ſerveth ines me, 
us but till we come to the graye, and there it leaves jnilsI'n 
us. #, ful 
Having now done with the third Diſcovery of the 
holy Spirits help, I ſhall briefly add two or three more, 
and pals to the Twenty ninth Szg» of a dying Chri- 
ſtian. 
Fourthly, The holy Spirit diſcovers what unprofi- | »; 
eableneſs is fonnd in fin after committed, working 
ttrong convictions apon the heart of the ſinner, and - 
forcech him co confeſs that his eager, purſuit after » he 
| 0" Pr eRY""y 1 " 


s | Signs of 4 Dying wr accaying Chriſtian, 199 
ethe (@! (in, NOW he hach had his hearts deſire granted, con- 
tzz| ms but wo and ſorrow, thongh ſweet in the mouth 
tetra] while cating, yet bitter inthe belly when eaten, Afark 
*e Ta $.-36, 37. What foal it profit a man to gain the whole 

brlld orld, and looſe his ſoul > Or What ſhall @ man give in 

Exchange for his ſoul? When ſuch texts as this is 

i fn (rooght home to the conſcience, it doth ſo awaken 
V ell ybere not willingly withſteod, that fins-hold muſt 
| '? needs fall. 
Sta] | Fifchly, The Spirit furniſheth the Chriſtian wich 
it thin] @iritual Arguments, bearing ſach force upon his 
meal heart, as cakes him able co break our with ſuch replies 
9 prheſe. 
teeth Firſt, All the Devil hath to make an argument of, 
ilk! sbut preſent things, and they ſuit not with my perſon, 
cop ſor my perſon is made _—_ ſoul and body, and all 
1a} be offereth, doth but reſpeR and ſerve that body, 
world] that ſhorrly muſt be worms. meat, and therefere 
DOWN - will not profit me to loſe my foul for. preſent 
; Wat, As all he hath to make an Argument of, 
im! fits not with my perſon; in like manner, it fuits 
ifs| not with my condition, for if I have all chat heart 
can wiſh, it carries me but totheprave, and there 
lexrves me, and wo beto meif ſuch works follow me ; 
' foralas I muſt be raiſed again, a»d he that ſoweth tothe 
fſb, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption. 

Sixthly, The holy Spirit helps in lending the im- 
mediate ſupplies of new ſtrength proportionable 
| to our ſiraies, and will not /affer thoſe that wait 
m hin to be tempted above what they are able to bear, 
im will with the temptation make way to eſcape, that 
N | they may be able. I Cor. TO. IJ. 

ul Seventhly, The holy Spiric helps by firiving with 
$ | the heart, to draw it after holy performances, follow- 
| ng 
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ing the ſoul up and down with ſweet vifits, and ſecrer: #9 
whiſpers, prompting : and inclining it God-war;isi% 6 
preparing a ſeaſon for the heart to draw nigh to God, i ater 
ahd then preparing the heart for. that ſeaſon : 7h mw 
Spirit belpeth ear mfirmities, for we know wot what tg 807. 
2r a) for as We onght ;, but the Spirit it ſelf makethinty. WW 
cefſion for us, with granings which cannot be uttered, 07} 
Rom. 8. 26. May not all this teach us, to pur a high gill: ; 
value upon the holy Spirits Help, to the great work: Wi! 
of Mortification, by all means ſtriving to pleaſe and wolly, 
not grieve this holy Spirit, by which we are ſealed to 118 WP] 
the day of Redemption. EVE IE EY, i gat 
Objett. Having now ſpoken of the holy Spirits þ wand 
help, may not ſome from hence inquire, what may ; or it 
be done-to the obtaining, not only its viſics now: upb3 1 
and then , as a wafaring- man thar rarrieth for a 
night; buc its conſtant company to abide withthe miders, 
ſoul ? # . | | it, | 
_ Anſw, There may be three Dire&ians laid down the wa 
briefly for its obtaining; with three DireRions-for its v: My 
keeping. Ce, ES. TY 


; (099e | | 
- Firſt, For ies obtaining ; Get a deep ſenſe of its »fromt 


want and worth, - Thirdly 
Secondly, Get longings of heart after its ſupply. ' us to 
Thirdly, Make humble ſapplications to the Father \youſe; 
for it. ET AO "iſ im 
Firſt, Get adeep ſenſe of its want and worth; its s, wit 
Jeſus Chriſtsownargument, that the world cannoetre- the f 
ceive this Spirit, becanſe it ſeeth him not, neither knoW- whtour 
etb him, John 14., 17. Now by perſonal examnati-- wwha 
on of that ſouls barrenaeſs, where the holy Spirit ei- w 60 
ther comes bur ſeldome; or ſtays not long, may ſome ii 
conſiderable ſenſe of its'want be diſcerned, and con- þ. ,,} 
ſequently of irs worth; all choſe black ſinful works wit, 
- ated by tb: ſons of men, are the effects of the holy y by 
ELIEY Spirits - * 


hw 
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y| cpirits abſence ; and indeed to what degree, a good 
mt manis a ſtranger here, to that degree he is weak & un-- 
> 0 ible, either to make right judgment ofthe belt things, 
U0:"74 orto withſtand the temptations 8 yexatious aſſaults of 
*wey theevilone;and although a man be thus deſticuce where 
#bin;| the holy Spiritis wanting, yet chere canbe no expeRati- 
#tzi| on of his company, till a deep ſenſe both of its want and 
tt gorthaff:& che heart, to the rendring the ſoul capable 
wil of ſetting a valuable eſtimation of its company, 6 - 
 plexex] Secondly, For its obtaining, Gee lon inps of heart 
re ſeat after its ſapply ; breathings and pantings from a ſenſe 
- "| ofits want, haſtens its coming; a ſoul chat goeth 
oly Sk Sadly up and downall the day long, Sick asit were of 
wiat a Love; for its frequent viſits to revive comfort and 
ſits x fireogth ; and to diſcover its own wants, and- the 
eth ki cempters wiles ; making the ſou! taller by head and 
willy ſhoulders, then thoſe cemprtations that frequently at. 
\ | tend it, ſaying with David, As the Hart panteth af- 
ladd to the water-brooks ;, ſo parteth my ſoul after thee O 
ions God : dy ſort thirfteth for the living God, when ſhall 
1 ] come and appear before thee ? Or be filled with ſop- 
nled{ plies from thee. Pſal. 4-2. 1, 2. 
{ Thirdly, For its obtaining, Maxe humble ſuppli- 
| cations to the Father for it , not only ſick of love with 
# the Spouſe; bur alſo panting and thirſting with David, 
'i' yet reſts not here, but is again and again upon its 
-3 knees, with .humble hearty ſupplications to God, 
wn even the Father, like the thirſty traveller, that going 
from Fountain ro Fountain, from means to (means, till 
| beget what his ſoul cravelleth after : when Jeſus Chriſt 
in were about to leave the Diiciples, this was one of the 
{fm laſt Legacies be gave them; And 1 will pray the Fa- 
"ther, and ke ſhall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever. Joann 14.16, If je being 
evil, knoW how to give good gifts to your chilaren, " 
much 
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much ,more ſball your heavenly Father, give the holy (f.# 
Spirit to them that ark him 2? Luke 11.13. ſhedly, 
In the ſecond place, we may offer three Diregi. 1 * 
ons, in order to the ſure keeping the holy Spirits com. #7 
pany, or holding the conſtant fellowſhip, and dear #* © 
inward intimate familiarity with fo happy a com- -_; 


on. ſ 
* Fiſh A conſtant withſtanding the beginnings of af a 
evil. 

Secondly, A ready compliance with new motions tq i ©? 
all good. jn, Wwe 

Thirdly, A retaining ir. the heart, a bigh value of W$* 
its company. xpattin 

Firſt, A conſtant withſtanding the beginnings of all 196 | 
evil, is that which will wonderfully engage the Spirits tht qu 
company ; when you cruſh fin jn its leaſt and firſt ini 
motion. Now the deareſt of Gods Children reli & Ott 
ble to temptation, and it is not their ſin to be tempted Kither 
to fin, Jeſus Chriſt was tempted to ſin , their fin liech doing 


in cofng with the temptation; bur if inſtead of do- W the 


ſing with it, you do in the Spirits ſtrength conſtantly Nirdly 
oppoſe it : miſtake me not here, 1I pray you, a con- ta 
ſtant oppoſing fin, doth nor intend leſs then theſe three, #?, 
things. | Sehol 
Firſt, A firm withſtanding the very firſt leaſt moti- Watt 

on, even a glance as it were, at the eye ear or vwort 
thought to fin , Abſtain from all appear arce of evil. Matiot 
x Thel. 5. 22. Wh 
Secondly, As the firſt leaſt motion, ſo in all caſes PY 
and conditions, wherher che cemptation ſet upon you ® ex 
when you are full or hungry, ſick or well, ſtrong or 
weak, rich or poor, inaffliction or ont of afition, Wt; 
it will be coming with new aſſaults in all condicions, ' Tape 
waiting to kill you by a Goliah or Bathſhebs, "6 thi 
temptations more piercing, or more m__ Uce 
| Cone 
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the tu. Conflant |) intends a withſtanding here, | 
by (Cf Conſtant intends continual ; Bleſſed 5 the 
Direh PP that endareth temptation : Be thou faithful unto 


rits on. |£#b, and 1 will give thee a Crown of life. James 1.12. 
and dey | ev. 2. 100. 
Y © | Secondly, A ſecond help to retain the holy Spiric; 
my be this; A ready compliance with new motions 
ings of gp all good ; it is as proper forthe holy Spiric to be 
- |rompting the heart to good if hearkned to, as for 
notic {wy to give beat, waiting upon the foulin every 
_ - ſyſon, whether of rejoyciogs or weepings, whether 
\aled/ of doing of Gods willor ſuffering for his name , fill 
vbe putting ſuch as wait uponir into ſome ſuch aRioi 
wats tends ro their enlargment heaven-ward;, but ir 
e Stirp muſt be quietly and ſilently heeded, that when it faich, 
wr tek my face; the anſwer may be, Thy face will I 
1arels (kk; - Great care and fear therefore muſt be had, that 
tempal R neither grieve it, by not hearing what icfaich, or 
fin jd it. doing what it bids ; nor yer quench or lightly 
| of d4/\deem thoſe gracious ſervices ic prompts usto. 
anſach | Thirdly, A third Help may be this; A retaining in 
4 cos [ſebeart a bigh value of its company ; ' this is the way 
fe this |keep, and to be rickly encreafſ'd with the company 
|Cthe holy Spirit 5 it cannot dwell where ir is nor 
ſ moy \ved at the higheſt rate; and that becauſe ignorance 
exr & fits-worth and work, incapacitates the ſoul co bigh 
of end, *peRations, being ignorarit both of the abilicy and 
 |Gipht, char eſſentially abides in the holy Spirit, to 
all caſs ng inthe heart chings to come, andleſſening 
zonyo |1the heart ebings preſent. Chriſt Jeſus could nocin 
onger | Place, do many mighty works, becauſe of their | 
Fon, Melief , the low and mean eſteem of him, leſſened. 
lirions, /Icir expeRation from him. Now the Spirit ſcarch* 
els, |" af things, yea, the deep things of God; We are 
; [ſterefore called upon to be filded with the Spirit z, ant 


[Cw i 
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if we live in i:, to walk after it, bring ftrengthewg el) hy 
with its might inthe inward man, to a full underſiand- folpd 0 
ing the deep things of God : - Labour therefore, pray, gbdng it 
ing. over this, .to'recain in your hearts at bigh yalyeof gio of6 
its company, Ames. _ ,.+zwd to 
Tx TE RIGS TS = renee { in the 
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ly a Sign of -preat Decay, but a pre. gibed-2 
diRion: of a ſpeedy fall, or total threwing off toſe: y,]-taws 
* holy badges by which'a Chriſtian. is known from other, th knew 

men, ſuch being of a LZardiceas ſpirit, neither bo wred þ; 
nor cold, yet ſax they are-rich and encreaſed with $008) hairs 1 
aud: have need: of nothing; Being .in a: beſotred;. cates: 5, g, 

leſs-ſtzte, not tninding when they do well or ill ; when: Yumbe 
Profeiiors come -to this piſs, they grow uſeleſs.and tbow.ie 
fir for nothing bur to'be laid aſide; for were.ſuchhoty! (gw Jace 
rhar is, zzalous; ative; and lively chey were fit10r: {; die} 
encouragement ;. and were rhey cold, that is, Quite tie, and 
dead, they were tobe plucked up by the roots, an; bl ths 
calt into the fire : now this ſort of Peoples ignorai\©' keſpiricy; 
is a:very high crime, it being premiſed, that thei 18+. ley nor y 
norance of their ſtanding, growing.or declining-'®'1 yr, 

: | as 


| Sigur of a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 
Wha havenly things, doth not come upon them for want 


'y 4 j 


+* *z | 


, 
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Goſpel means, ' allowed on Gods pitt in order to 
lar being fruitful , but that under- ſufficient allows- - 
in order to their growth, they prove empty, 
iy, and buskiſh, yea and ſuch, that were other-. 
\wiſe in the days of their firſt Eſpouſal : but length of 
in GoſpeE-ſtanding, for want of due care to ob-- 
e: Goſpel-ends, they have by little and lictle enter- 


| 2 nined Spiritual flamber, and fo lofe their ſtomack 
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rat her ſpiricual ſanding under plentiful means, chatthey 


v, and reliſh of the true uſe and powerful end.h - 
ears from God'to them hath been ſo long conti- 

med, and” ſo. by long cuftom in his ſervice, come as 

| le do, and 


\tear his word day by day, but do it nof}, or live not 
: :{,1|Ke'it, having a form of Godlyneſs;, but denying the 
- + { |yiver thereof, viz, The ſpiritual end'deſigned by God 
| rl qgvingthe form, being not lifted up to, provokes God 
x. ik v.complain againſt ſuch of old, 7he Oxe knowerb his 


ofr, aud the Aſs bis Mafters crib, but Iſrael doth 
w,hnow, my people doth not confider ;, though ] have 
woriſbed and brought them up, yet they nnderſtand-not. 
tht. ] tarvght Ephraim to go, raking bim by the arm: ; 
be knew not that ] had healed him, though trangers 
eonred bis firength, yet he knew it not, and though 
19. bairs were here and there upon hins yet he kuew not. 
Hoſ-7, 9. Nay ſame weregrown to that paſs in ſpiri- 
tl. llumbers, chat. even under judgments they knew 
wt how.it was with them. fa. 4 2. 25 - He hath powr- 
«pon Jacob the fury of bis anger, and ftrength of bat- 
. and it hath [et them on fire round about, yet he knew 
vt. and it burned him, yet he laid i; net to heart. 
By. all this we may ſee, that ſome were fo ignorant of 


| 


inew not whether chey grew or decayed, though ic 
8 zpparent, the decay was great, they knew not how 
| bs | it 
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it went: with them : Ar ſuch a loſs may Profeſſors gjte the 
intheir heaven-born-ſtate, that while they are obje44di 
of pity and ſorrow of heatt to growing Chriſtians, thy 
behotd their decay ; yet all makes not for their awg./j1; al 


kening, but ftifl they think it well with them, auþhariy, 
hat Ws have need of nothing , though blind ang L 
naked, PR Gn Eo de  » ce fre 
Now the Cauſes why perſons under Goſpel means, lg to Ju 
grow! to this ſenſleſs paſ: ini tlieir ſpiritual eſtate, may « fr 4 
be theſe three, -— Sts Hr | {apdews 
Firſt; Carnal ſecurity inan evil time.  - - jdlecaf 
' Secondly, Contentment with out.ſfide Chriſtiwit)k to rei 
- Thirdly {Not being cotiverſarit about things ur Eaſt « 
come, | HE, "the 
- Firſt, Carnal ſecurity of hereafcer Gloty ; which ard no 
conſiſts in a kind of confidence of Glory to «vine; tir mea 
without certain care of being in that way chrought 
which Glory is promiſed, Itisfuch a ſtare as promi# f:nby b 
feth ſafety to it ſelf, and yet lives a careleſs life ; whew hthe Kir 
rhe children of Dax went to feek them an jnheritang out, 
they come to Laiſh, and found the peopl= that wee 
therein, how they dwelt: carelefs after the mannef'f joo, ar 
the Zidonians, quiet and ſecure ; this proves ſutht# ae they 
advantage to them, that they take their City, bil inal 
ic with fire, and-upon the rains thereof, build cheni* d word 
ſelves an Inheritance. 7«dyes 7.'1, Clearly wo bey, 
how dangerous a'ſtate ſome manner of ſecurityis {'s M 
. When they ſhall ſay, peace and ſafety, then ſuildin df \; Lord, 
ſtruftien cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman "ret out 
with child, and they ſhall not eſcape. i The. 5. 3. It )wrlers 
ſeems in thit (good mans time, there was ſome that Þ{ve ey 


F 


had high choaghts'of hereafter Glory , yer ſhould the 7 

meet witch diſappointment , and their expeRation iTomple 

come to nothing, - though they might'cry, asin fer wal you 

miacht time, Peate, peace, yet peace there was —_ We dye 
; [Ke 
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ike che old world in Noahs time ; Sodom and Gomor= 
lr in Lots time ; They eat, they drank, they builded, 
m, tejichey planted wntil the day that Noah entred into the 
iran drbs and Lor left Sodom, being under ſuch kind of 
®; afſſecurity, as no awakening word would warn them, till 
nd tat [ut {aſt DeſtruRtion ruins them, We have the like in- 
- [ſtance from Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeaking of the laſt days, 
| ſay to you, many (hall come from the Eaft, and weſt, 
; | od fit down with Abraham, Ifaac, and jacob, in rhe 
[Kingdom of Heaven, but the Children of the Kingdom 
'"*-« [tallbe caſt out into utter darkneſs. May wenot trem- 
ſlizin ble to read this cext, with ſelf. refle&ion, chat from 
hing i'te Eaſt and Weſt, ſuch as in all probabilicy never 
id the Tythe of that means we have had, neither 
x whiſkeard nor ſeen what we have heard and ſeen; yet co 
0 6 |{teir meaſure had walked ſo like what they had heard, 
rewind what chey bad Teen, that they ſhall be counted 


sprof/tcchy by the Lord co fit with Abraham and [/aac, 
- FÞihe Kingdom, and the Children of the Kingdom 
tat out; namely, Such as had bis Name and Ordi- 
hatwi faces among chem, making viſible ſhow of his Re. 
nefdiſion, and promiſed themſelves lack of nothing, be 
futhiſmſe rhey would cry Lord, Lord, and were great 
- hillſſ®minal Chriſtians, pleaſing chemſelyes in giving Chriſt 
{ rhafifeed words, and think none hall be ſaved fo ſoon 
notigſ®.hey, they being beſer with ſuch ſalvation privi- 
ity Riges. Afar. 7. 22,23. Many will (ay to me iu that 
1, Lord, Lord, have we not prophecied in thy Name, 
wad caft out Devils ? Thes Will I ſay, Depart from me 
C. 3 Il Worker s of mquity, [ never knew you 3 Let none 
e the [refore traft in lying Words, Which cannot profit, [a= 
(hour, the 7 emple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord ; 
Aated [# Temple of the Lord are theſe, that ye thronghly 
end your Ways and your doings; then will I canſe 


ts dyel/ ſafely, Jer. 7. beginning, 
Þ But . 
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Butt alas how few lay to heart, the great good Sal- {ﬆ the f 
yation, and deliverance from the grear hurt Damng. wy; wt 
tion, eyeing with all trembling the road way in which wu look 
God will both give the one, and with-hold the other, jad of 
ſurely, ſurely, this carnal ſecurity, the ſouls damning jper, 3. 
ſin, would never ſo poſſeſs perſons, rocking them Second 
aſleep, did they but withall diligence conſider, that jaſclefs, 
ſecurity of all kinds about hereafter Glory, without ju is, 
theſe marks of hearty deſigning, and aRtual endes. jut rela 
youring the new creatures life, in the meaſure called jpxed by 
for, as attainable, and to be attained inthe Scripture wearſu 
of truch, nothing being more evident, then that ſack fxperienc 
make it their whole buſineſs , to be converſant about | hearir 
thoſe ſoul- ſearching texts, that ſpeak out ſalyationby wp, and 
Chriſt Jeſus, upon no leſs terms, then hearty deſigy- q carnal 
ing, with aQual endeayouring to live like Chriſt Jelw, giving 
in Scripture conformity to his will; I ſhall beg ofGol ( him 
there may be by them that read this, theſe fivefol wh, anc 
lowing Scriptures duely weighed, which with the hep vpue fur 
of his grace, may ſerve as a deliverance, or tendt0 ima 
the ronzing vp of the ſoul from this damning fin of @ done, 
nal ſecurity. mat ple: 
The firſt is, Roz. 8. 10. And if Chriſt bein ju, Inding 
the body is dead becanſe of fin, but the ſpirit sc life, @ mad an 
alive, becauſe of, or unto r:ghreouſneſs. 2'COr. 5.1]: (iriſtia 
Therefore if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new cream, nitleſs 
old things are paſt away, behold all things are bees! Ince, a 
new, Gal. 5. 24. nd they that are Chriftt, #® |eus Ch 
crucified the fleſs, with the affeftions aud Infts. 1 Jobs wt righ 
2. 6. He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought bimſf Int I [, 
ſo towalk, even as he Walked. Chap. 3. 3. And wi) the right 
wan that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf, #9 # m ca 
a he is pure. Doth not theſegreat Scriptures M® tighteox 
one mouth, tell you the bigh road way ro hereali® le a Peg 
Glory, aud prohibit any man fcom daring to prom Viich ar 


bite 
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ſelf the ſame npon any other terms, or in any other 
v| my; wherefore my brethren, ſecing that ve, orif 
id] you look for ſuch things, be diligent that ye mvay be 
| farnd of hinms in peace, withone ſpot and blameleſs. 
| z3Pef, 3. I4s | 
| Secondly , A ſecond Cauſe of perſons being fo 
ſenſeleſs, is, Contenrtment with out-fide Chriſtianity ; 
nithoa| that is, frequent in che performance of thoſe Services 
that relate co the worſhip of God, but the thing de- 
Ire alel; fpned by God to be reached after and obtained, is 
Script! noteparſued, It is evident both from Scripture and 
__ Experience, that perfons have been and are frequent 
tabarlin hearing Sermons, in Prayer, in Reading, in Faſt- 
ationh{ ing, and ſuch like performances, yet they remain ve- 

ty carnal and unmorrified. Now Gods gracious End 

lt Jels''n giving ſuch ſpiritual priviledges to perſons, being 
3 obblllby him deſigned to beget chem co his ſpiritual like- 
fivels/nefs, and his End not brought about, muſt needs 
the lpue ſuch, nor, or little further then out-fide per- 
tenlifrmances, contenting themſelyes with their Services 

2 oſ@ſbdone, chat leaves three parts of four yer todo ; for 

{hat pleaſure can God take: in thoſe, that after long 
ein finding under the opportunities of petting both in- 
s life, 4rd and outward excellency, in that that makes 
dr, 5.9/Chriſtianicy honourable, while they till remain as 
mitleſs as the Fig Tree, having a great ſhow at di- 
tance, and nothing but leayes at hand : Doth not 
if, jeſus Chriſt in ſo many words except againſt ſuch, as 
: rightly qualified for his Kingdom. at. 5. 20. 

I 
the 


#, 
ſd} 


higfi\Int 1 [ay to you, except yonr righteouſneſs ſhall exceed 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 

jf, # ls wo caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : Their 
x5 \tghteoumeſs will not do, and yet they are knownto 
hereal®e a People much in prayer, Faſting and giving Alms, 
> promiabich are in chemſclyes good things, and yet they 
bite} P 3 got 


fp 
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not accepted of God, but for all this his Woes poeth \, Arg 
out againſt them ? May it not be feared, chat hun. mit 
dreds in our days, content themſelves with ſcarce go. ; "Om 
ing thus far in outward aQs, yet retain a ſtrong opini. "in tf 
on that all ſhall be we!l with them hereafter, as KV: 
though ſuch confidence of being ſaved, asthey that Fo « 
at it are content with, whuld content God ; butlet rot 
not ſuch deceive themſelves : and they may find that l FX 
confidence about hereafter ſafety, not being aRedby 5a | 
penitent ſubje&s, whoſe hearts can witneſs a through wont 
change, will return to themſelves back again, charp- | 
el with preſumption, notwithſtanding all their out- 
ward performances : And it is moſt (ure, as hath been Coke 
premiſed in the laſt £59, that the holy Spirit bearsnot &. : 
witneſs with ſuch ſpirits, chat they are Gods Children, jf 170" 
and that becauſe while they remain thus content with Ind ry 
out-ſide Chriſtianity, Reformation reacheth not the ; v . 
heart; and then is a wanting that awful reverenceof '7 *Y 
God and of Chriſt within, char commands without, Aer 
the tongue ſo to talk, the eyes fo to look, the hands | "oy 
ſo to aR, the fee: fo to walkin the likeneſs of God, gh 


as to be truly deemed his workmanſhip ; Te are our 


Epiſtle written in our bearts, known and read of al red fat, 


men: foraſmuch as ye are manifeſtly declared totin and 


Epiſtje of Chriſt. But we ſhall leave this to conſide- y = bi 
ration, and fo paſs to the third and laſt Head. wed ie 
Thirdly, Perſons are ſo ſenſeleſs of their ſpiritul =y . 
eſtate, by not being converſant about things to come: 1 | 
Now things ro come are reduceable in ſpecial to theſe 6 her, 
four heads; Death, Judgment, Salyatiov, Damas lire 0h 
tion: all which are matters ( not of ſhow ) but of \ 
certainty, and may be called the four laſt things, = 
which every man ought to make his four firſt things, Wk 
that he furniſherch his beart withall, becauſe indeed, n 
they are Religions great cauſe, and bounds ; Heavets\, "3 
« great in) tea 


3 
3 1 
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great Argument to call us to duty, our great Argument 
to ſubmit to Heavens call. And as theſe hath more or 
| leſs force upon the heart, they may be more or leſs 
read in the life ; the worſt of men whoſe cor:!tiences 
re not ſeared , will be found under ſome awakenings, 
by but refleRting here, now and then, ſo forceable 
we they, where in the loweſt ſenſe but believed ; Now 
»».;| Wat perſons, not being converſant about theſe mighty 
throw matters, prepares way to ſpiritual ſenſcleſsneſs, is very 
oe evident , and chrrefore when God complains of his 
* 4 peoples unequal walking, be either aſſigus it to their 
hath negligence bere, as the cauſe they ſo walk, or ſeeks to 

bh poſſeſs them with remembrance here, as a molt quick« 

" ning remedy. Dext. 8. 5. Thou ſhalt alſo conſider in 
=_ thine heart, that as a man chaſteneth his Son, ſo the 
Lord thy God chaſteneth thee, and the reafon of this is 


= by God himſelf as an argument moſt ſtrong. 
e 


rn wrſe 26. 1 fed thee with Janna tn the Wilderneſs, 
wich thy Fathers knew not, that I might humble thee, 
ad prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; (mark 
[at ) at thy lattrerend. Chap 32.15. Bat Jeſurun 
hexed fat, and kicked, then be forſook Ged which made 

mw, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of bu Salvation , 
ſee here 1/rael, , ſet nota value on maiing God 
ſafety, but waxed wanton, and forgot who had 
formed him ; now the moſt reduceable means we find 
|urped is, verſe 29. thus, O that they Were wiſe, that 
| they an2derſtood thrs, and would confrder their latger ent: 
God bemoaneth them with deſire they would look 
tefore them, intimating that would they but look 
won hereafter, they would live after another rate 
-ere; pertinent to this is, that Prov, 5.11, 12,13. 
And thow mourn at laſt, when thy fleſh and thy body are 
(ſumed; and thon ſay, now have 1 hated inftruſt:on, 

#d my heart deſpiſed reproof, and obeyed not the woyce of 
| | P 3 7 


D 
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my teachers, nor incline my ear to them, that inſtrufted þ "Bf 
me ;, becauſe there is Wrath, beware leſt he take ther ry 
away with the ftroak, and then a great ranſom cannet rat alas 
deliver thee. Job 36. 18. Doth not all theſe Scrip. ah of 
tures ſhow tbe miſerable ſtate of ſach, as are not con- ** 
yerſant about things to come; and how impoſſible is or 
is to be reformed while they remain ſtrangers to theſe + 
great conſiderations, Now on the contrary, what 

more contributes to a ſpiritual growth, then hourly gry ah 
Communion about theſe mighty matters ? No con- . he 
ſiderations being 'of a more mortifying force then bs | 
wrave conſiderations. 2 Cor. 5. 10. For we muſt al wa dah 
ep pear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, that every -þ then 
une may receive the things done in his body, according to of 

that he hath done, whether good or bad + knowing there bY 
fore the T.crroy of theLord, we perſvvade men, This 

aoly Apoſtle no ſooner treats of Judgment , as hi 


: alſo Jeſus Chriſt to deter mey F< 

from evil, and to compoſe them to good, gives ſuch , 
awakening Items as theſe, If thy right offend part 7 uſe, 
with it, rather then be caſt into Hell-fire, where the 

wor 23 never dies, and the fire s never anenched : Three © 
times together doth he in thar gth. Chapcer of Mark, << 
labour to rivet upon the hearers what miſery isto wi | 
come, and by the worm and fires being, notescer- , 
tainty and by the worms gnawirg, and fires burning, 

notes itsjts miſery ; and by the worms not dying, and 

the fires not being quenched, notes its eternity, Who 

would not cry at this ? Cry out with David; ObGu 

#37 fleſh tremblech becanſe of thee, for I am afraid of 

thy Judgments : Chriſt Jeſus his three-fold repetition 

ſeems plainly to ſhow us what pgreat-aptneſs there 1310 
every body to looſe the Spiritual force of ſuch mighty 
matters; they being the proper objeR only of a T 
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| ly faith, that looks at things to come, with ſuch eſti- 
'| mation as procures an inward trembiing before God,to 
take one ſtep aſide from God. 

But alas, alas, How many be there that ſtop the 
mouth of conſcience all they can from fpeaking of this 
State. to come, and will not endure to hear of the 
Grave, or Judgment, Salyation, or Damnation, though 
ſach as will not endure the bitter of theſe things here, 
cannot enjoy the beſt of them hereafter ? It is kving 
nowin a holy awe of them here, that will make us live 
above the fear of them hereafter : content not your 
ſelyes then for a thouſand Worlds, at any diſtance 
ity) {om daily communion with the chings to come ; talk 
cola with them face to face, as a man talks with his friend, 
vr the; 199 £0 aſide often from all other buſineſs, into your 

* 7; Coſer, or garden, field. or wilderneſs, nay, into any 

vj ſolitary place on purpoſe to talk with the Grave, how 
: rem] ſorely you muſt put off your cloaths ( or outward 
® garments) & neyer more pat them on,ſaying with Fob, 


Sire My foundation ut in the duff, if 1 wait, the grave ts 


| my houſe, 1 have made my bed in darkneſs , and ſaid to 
carruption thou art my Father, and to the Worm thou 
art my other, and my Sifter. Job 17. 13, 14. 
Conſider what you read, and fo paſs to the 3orb. 
of dying to Godlyneſs; and the Lord give his . 
fling, Ames. 


nd 


by 
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CHAP. XXX, 
| ob 
Shewing the miſerable, et ate of ſuch as after longer ac: ſo 


quaintance with Chrift, are leſs in love to him, with lf 4 
fix Canſes of this Decay, eto h 


SI GN. XXX: 


Hen increaſe of time in Chrifts acquain- © 
tance, worketh decreaſe of Aﬀettion iq 1, + 

Chriſts Company, _ Talm 

[s this the caſe of any, or rather is it not.the caſe þ, ant 
of many, that began well, and promiſed fair for hold. go y 
ing on well, as though all the world with its allure. dChri 
ments ſhould not hinder them from ending well, that x to þ 
in their early or firſt loye were ſo pleaſantly affected xe, cc 
with Chriſts acquaintance, that their- meat and their je ſuck 
drink was to be with bim ar bis feet hearing his word; wok {i 
and if he walked in the Garden they mutt be there, q, 4;d 
if in che Mount of Olives they mult be there, if ina 1warh 
ſolitary place they muſt be with bir, inno condition \| þ4vs 
diſliked with his company, content with him infulneſs, }1g, 
and in ſcarcity, content with him in favours, andin j any 
frowns , ſtill happy while leaning on Jeſus's breaſt, y, whar 
ſome leaving father and mother to come to him, others - krene « 
ſeaving houſe and land to come to him, their tradeof 1fexk 
Tent-making, fiſhing, nay baving found ſuch a pearl, yworng 
ſell all to buy this field ; and whar ſhall we haye, 9r vymy 
how be filled with enjoyment of thee ? ye have for- by 
ſaken all to follow thee, Mat. 19. 27. But what things n pag 
were gain to me, thofe I counted loſs ; for the excel- ih thy 


lency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lees, v tip, 
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for whom I bave ſuffered theloſfs of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Chriſt, and 
be found in him, &c. Phil. 3. 7, 8, 9. Now 1 go 
away to bim that ſent me, and becauſe I tell you theſe 

1 things, ſorrow hath filled your hearts : They were ſo 
; wil dearly affeted with Chriſts company, they could not 
hear to hear of his perſonal withdrawing, thongh he 
tells them it is beſt for them, they ſhould be for a lit. 
te time without him, yet at this, ſorrow fills their hearc; 
| fohn 16, By this giving any to underſtand, that they 
could joyfully cry with David, whom have 1 in Hea- 
vw but thee? And whom have 1 en earth in compariſon 
| of thee ? 

Tell me Chriſtians, you that can experience the new 
ticth, and know full well how it was with you in the 
days of your eſpoufal, were you not then raviſhed 
tal with Chriſts love 2 Even ſick of love, filled with con- 
ef, the] tent co be about him, wondring every day at this 
af} grace, counting no pains much, no coſt enough to 


Is any of theſe forementioned decays come upon 
j0u, what mind have you to aſſembling, are you in- 
fiferent or no? Tell the truch, ſearch your hearts, 
ad ſpeak your hearts : Do you love to hear Sermons 
[tow or no 2? Is it,or isit not like the morning dew to you? 
Are you weary or no in your pureſt worſhip ? Is your 
fr Glipht ſill to be with God in cloſet ſervices? Have 
is | you good will and great longings to be often at Chriſts 
ext |Table, through faith eating with bim and drinking 
nith him, of bis body which is meat indeed, and "= 

FOOTY" WE "Oe" , 


216 Sizns of a Dyi ng or decaying Chriflay, 
his blood which is drink indeed ? What mind have you the 
to prayer ? Do ye with delight powr forth your ſouls '; ©x 
before him at all times, as Jonr refnige > What is your *,4 « 
delight to reading the holy Scyipteres ? Are they your gal 
meditation day and night ? Can ye lay, Thad fainted i W 
for thy Salvation had I not hoped in thy word? Search nn afl 
Into your ſtate, and let your condition be what it will, »1 | 
paſs right judgment upon it, whether ye die more or | 
teſs, or grow more or leſs , to haye true knowledge ; g 
of your ſtate, is the way to betterit, if decayed, this drain 
may remedy it, if growingthis may encreaſe it, Oh 
then ſtand nor fill in a conceit, it is well or ill with po 
you, but be at a certainty, how it is with you, ex- int if 
amine your. ſelves, prove your ſelves, know you wt my) 
that Chrift Jeſus ts in you except ye be reprobates. oo 
x3 Cor, 13. 5. | 
Come _ friends and let us walk on to Emman, "- Ky 
and talk together by the way, of all things that have 7 , 
happened of [ate, namely, ſince we did believe ; have rey 


ye « hankering after new things, wonld you nowbe ? wn 


gadding up and down, after divers and ſtrange Do- _ | 
crines? How is your heart affeQed with, or AfMi- , 
Red ro hear of others Miſdoings > Doth horror take y 
hold of you ; becanſe any leave Chriſts law? Doth_. 
your ſonls weep in ſecrct places for others pride? Are my 
you aſtoniſhed to hear chat ſuch a one is turned again ;Z, 
10 his farm, another to his merchandize ? Onegone an 
back to Egypt again, another willing to ſtay inthe 
Wilderneſs, and many moſt unwilling if it prove coſt-| , 
ly, either to paſsover fordas, or by Fericho, though Þ':* 
it be Gods greatroad way to Cavar : Remember how pr 
1t was once with you, enquire how itis with you nov; on 
when you meet one another, is your talk heavenly of | 4 
earthly 2 What do ye ſfayour moſt > What deſign ay 
ſeek ye moſt to carry on ? Inallcompany who = tn? ? 
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*n for, the world that is, or the world ro come ? Do 
il Je 25K One another when you mect, what trade goeth 
7 forward with you moſt? Are ye telling meckly and 
fr | frequently each other, what God hath done tor your 
tons fouls > What yearnings of heart is in you after theſe 
11g) olemn aſſemblies? Do you count ir worthy your 

k time to be often there? Do you go and pray, and 


"tet pray before you go, that you may dutifully meet 


1 #| God, and he profitably meer you ? Doth Chriſts eye 


| COnſtrain You to come thicher or the Churches eye ? 
1 When you arc hindred, what is your fear ? How is 
—— | your care? Can you be well content to be lightly 
*7 abſent, if the Church will be content with your ab. 
ſence ? Doth the Decay in Chriſis Houſe, or in your 
houſe trouble you moſt ? Can you quietly bear De. 
ay in Chriſts Spiritual Houſe, while you keep from 
" ] Decay in your temporal Houſe ? Can you ſee afflici. 
*.10ns pierce the ſides of fome bitterly, and you not - 
weep with them ? Was it thus with you once, were 
| «x10 others ſorrows your tears ? Did you not delight 
* |t0 mourn with the mourner, and rejoyce with the 
! figger ? Are you now leſs able then formerly to with- 
6 ſtand temptations ? Will a ſmall offence make you fo 
Y impatient as to commit preat ſin? Is Satanalmoſt at 
1 every little turn too hard for youg Are yon bafted 
7] quickly now with every little blow? Are you ſodry and 
"1 barren of the Spirits waterings, that now every touch 
[FP] takes you ? How is it with you when troubles are vp. 
| on you ? Are you more or leſs then you were wont 
a to be in prayer? Whether is your care now moli to. 
* | know afflitions cauſe or cure? What way tends the 
®  firivings of your heart moſt, when Gods ſtroak is up- 
14| *n yon? Would you part with the Rod upon any 
| terms, or undergo it longer, to have it ſanQified the 
hirer ? Doth affliftion mend you or make you ye 
ow 
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How are you when the Rod is gone? Can youtruly ,; 
ſay with David, Before 1 was afflifted I went aftraz | 
and as truly ſay, But now 1 have learned to keep ped by 
thy word? What are your thoughts of Zgypr, the x; 1 
Land you were redeemed from? Would you 00 thi. # they 
ther again ? Is your old fin, or fins in any meaſure wir 
pleaſant to you again? Are you taken with the { Tech, 
thonghts of your baſeſt Lovers, whoſe paths led you b ful 
to the pates of Hell? Coihcthegreat work of Mor. * doings 
tification go forward or backward? Doth fin oer in 
head or looſe headin you? Are you not indeed wholly ®*##* 
zenorant asto your ſpiritual cate, whether youprow © © 
or decay. wer wt 
But laſt of all, and moſt of all? Dothencreaſe of * the 
time in Chriſts acquaintance, work decreaſe of affe- uged 
Rion to Chriſts company? Ah Lord God is it come nenbr 


to this, have you ſuffered ſo many things in vain! ® 


in 
What ? Love Chriſt Jeſusleſs! whom you can never "# Te 


love enough, and onee thought ſo > Doth long ac- ounred 
quaintance with ſuch a Friend, procure defires of his * *® 
abfence > God forbid : Would you not walk with 9'%- 
him now, and talk with him now ? yea take ſweet Chriſts 
counſel together, as you were wont todo? Doyou rm of 
fayour thethings of tie earth ſo much, and the things cond! 
of Heaven fo little, that now your Lords compa- draw 
ny is burthenſfome ? Can you not go with him, 
ren with him, Faſt with him, Pray with him, 
weep with him, yea and bleed with him ? Hath he 

not done all this for you > He was made ſn for ua, Ladſenc 
that kneW no fin, wonnaded for our tranſpreſſions ; pier- '0 tho 
ced for onr iniquities; the chaſtiſement of our peace was od c6 
apon him ;, and with hu ftripes we are healed. 2 C0r. ul I be 
S. 21. Iſa. 35. 5. But I ſhall proceed briefly to fix h comp 
Cauſes of this great Decay, F ha , 


Firſt, | 


ave w 
nuſt k « 
| with 
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'Eirſt, Lorgerſuineſs of that periſhing condition 
Chriſt found us in ac tirit acquaintance: 4d when 
paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee pollmed in thy own 
bled; 1 ſaid unto thee when thou Waſt in thy blood, 
Vo oath live; then Waſhed I thee with water, yea, 1throngh- 
Whew! } waſhed away thy blood, and anointed thee with 
1 withh gl. Zech, 16. 6, 9, compared with Chap. 36. 17. 
bell Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and 
kot ty] 1297 doings that Were not good , and fhall lothe your 
th fa x) [c/ves in your own fight , for Jour iniquities and 
abeminations, Fere by comparing our eſtate with 
r yo Iſraels eſtate, we may read our danper with Iſracls 
danger, who being apt co forget the condition God 
"4 ound them in, and redeemed them from , are 
aſe) tharged to remember heir own evil ways : This 
1: Remembrance was that,that wrought ſuch high admi. 
. «1; [ation in St, Paxl. 1 Tim. 1. 12, 13. And I thank 
(briſt Feſms our Lord, who hath cnabled me, that 
be counred me faithful, putting me into the Miniſtry, 
Ge. off #0 was before a blaſpemer, and a perſecutor, aud 
alk wil 197 10-45 Clearly noting, that Pax/s remembrance 
aake ſo Chriſts goodneſs to him in miſery, encreaſed his 
\ | eſteemof Chriſts mercy. 
| Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe may be this; ARual 
rithdrawing from that wonted familiarity we uſe 
'| to have with Chriſt; once if it were well with us, 
'1 te muſt know it, and be praiſed for it; if it were 
evil with us, -he muſt be cold of it; and at the 
laſt abſence, you could cry with the Spouſe, Te/ 
i". '|me-O thow whems my ſoul loveth , Where thou feed- 
ft and cauſeſt thy flock, to reſt at noon; for why 
| fould 7 be as one that turneth aſide, from the flocks 
. \if thy companions. Cant. 1. 17. Thus in a holy 
"| friendly intimacy claims his company , if now ſuch 
lcover ſtrangeneſs to bim in being rangers = 
is 
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his Fold;- ina word, at every Chriſtians ſervice, now #19, 
ſeldorne , thongh once often ; thus negleRing the {er 
means of encreaſe, muſt needs cauſe decreaſe. Kance 
Thirdly, The rhird Cauſe may be this , Deep sc0Mt 
declinings to heart-acquiintance ; The watch 1 00ce 
now over the heart is not ſo ſtri& as once; it wag |, 00K 
ſo tender in times paſt, that every comer in and ulite 2 
goer out, muſt be under ſtri& examination , who ahered 
they were for, whether or no they went 12 ti 
Chriſt Jeſus's errand ; but now the door of the i, * 
heart is ſet open too too often , at honrs too uns { whoſe 
ſeaſonable, for reaſons too ſlender, to the enter. { more 
taining many a ſtrange face that never was wont to wllncie 
come there, ſince the King of Glory had taken hi mil; 
poſſeſſion, for this Jeremiah complains againſt Zery- wfrom 
falem, How long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge with- a ſorri 
in thee? They kept wot their heart with all diligence, laltly , 
knowing that ont of 3t are the sf[nes of life ;, But truſt. wings 
ing ic too much were deceived and turned aſide | and « 
thereby. | and 
Fourthly, A fourth Cauſe may be this, Decaying i aga 
in love to Chriſts Children, once your chief delight ihe bc 
was with the Saints, and eſpecially thoſe that excelled fed n 
in virtue z now daily decaying in your love to them, tt of 
and acquaintance with them ; This Chriſt Jeſusms- ite ey 
keth an unerring reaſon, He that loveth his Broe- us Ch 
ther abideth in the light, and there is no occaſion ef Wt diſc 
ſtumbling in him. 1 John 2. 10. If any man ſan, [ i nhich 
love God, and hates his Brother, he u« a ler , for ke & to we 
that loveth net his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how tale, 
car he love God Whons he bath not ſeen ? Chap. 4. 'idtion, 
20. Plainly afferting, the impoſſibility of loving w dry 4 
the greater, if we love not the leſſer; ſo that to wthing 
what degree there is decay inone, there's the fame & wan « 


in the other, : 
Efthly; fel 
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ce, noy | Fifchly, The fifth Cauſe may be this, Encreaſe 
inp thy of affeftion to periſhing things; Ar your firſt ac- 
quaintance with Chriſt , the world and its offers 
: Deg\was contemned by you, now it is eſteemed, you 
watch|had once a holy carelefsnefs for the things of chis 
- ityayjife, now an unholy carefulneſs for them; then 
r in an{[jou fate at Jeſus's feer, hearing his word, bur now, 
1, wh|ambered with much ſerving; Love not the world 
went |'w the things of the world; if any man love the 
of th norid, the love of the Father ts not in bim : Nean- 
to0 w [ing whoſocver /goves the world at ſuch a rate as to 
e ente- be more thoughtful after its vanities then Heavens 
wont ty excellencies ; For tbe love of Aoney zs the rot of 
ken hy 4 evil; whrch while ſome coveted after , they have 
uſt 7ers med from the faith, and pierced themſelves through with 
re with \wazy ſorrows, . 1 Tim. 6.10. 
diligene, Laſtly, A fixth Cauſe may be this, The with- 
ut tral; | (rawings of the holy Spirit, that was once pleaſ- 
{ afie/ed, and did then viſit you often; bur now is griev- 
a, and viſits you ſeldom, that once helped you 
io nach againſt temptations, laying for dead the deeds 
jo | che body, now lets you alone to be beaten and 
kfled with every evil motion, and this as the 
fe of the Spirics wichdrawing, whoſe work 
yhere ever it 15, being to greaten the eſteem of 
 kſus Chriſt, and foil temprations of every kind, 
If not diſcouraged, grieved and bindred , for fear 
of which are- thoſe high Chriſtien Precepts given, 
a0t tO wex it, quench it, Or grieve 3t; and thar 
' by \becauſe, as our natural body without life is void 
hap. 4 | aRion , ſo withoue the holy Spirit is a Chriſtian 
loyif man dry and barren, at beſt but like the Fig-tree, 
that 0 | omething only in ſhew , yet curſed by Jeſus Chriſt 
e ſane [for wanc of fruic ; When the Apoſtle 7=de comes 
to ſpeak of ſome, that in the Jaft days ſhould 
Efdly, POTN ney curn 
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turn Mockers walking after their own ungodly luſts, wing 
mark how they are charaRterized out; Theſe be they x ecome 
who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, Yaving nat the feeling 
Dpicic; 7xde reckons them among the Sodomiter s ranks 
for filthineſs , calls them Raging Waves, Wandring yjuſſes 
Stars, Murmurers, Complainers, worſe then naty- geaſet 
ral Bruit-beaſts; and che ſum of all , As beingde-yne | 
ſtitnte of the @pirit, In the midſt of all Davide ge appre 
languiſhing for fear of ſo high a loſs, is not this yin the 
one of his moſt bitter cries > Caſt me not away fromy there 
thy preſence, and Lake not thy holy Spiric rom yiſhmen 
mce Plale5l. il. we kind 


| —— — —_— —— — 
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CHAP, XAXL. 


Setting forth the great aptneſs in perſons, to form to them- mean 
ſelves a Devotion, and from thence, promiſe then | now 
ſelves life and freedoms while they live nnder ſins D oy pe 
m1mon ; with fix evident marks of aright conviltion Wie ; y 
of fin, and converſion from fin, with the Cauſe: nids We 
aſſigned of Declenfion in after time from tontinnd |Davic 
hating of ſin. a * 

; '0n 0 


$ - F there 
d1 G N XXXP, the. ſecc 


WW #- great ſin; ſeems ſmaller, and ſmall fint tencl 
| ſeem none as all, kee, Pri 
Tt is one of che firſt work of Gods holy Spirit upon t 
a Convert, to ſet before him the ſinfulneſs of ſin, ant 
the. wrath dew to him for the ſame, cill a ſight of this 
fin is dead, inthe aRts and effeQs of it upon tranſgrel ),, 
fors, for while the Prince of darkneſs rules fin, 
though it lives and grows, is undera vail, blindneſs. 


bavig 


LY 
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JW] having covered the underſtanding of the ſinner, fo that 
Itbethl it becomes habitual, and the babit of it cakes away 
v2 tf! the feeling of conſcience towards it, ſo chat the Scrip- 
vm tyre ranks ſuch under this mark, as deadin ſing and 
na trefpaſſes ; being paſt feeling, fear to offend, or care 
1 Wy to pleaſe their Creator , and yet at the ſame time un- 
der ſore kind of awakenings; now and then have 
| ſome apprehenſions of Death and Judgment to come, 
and in the outward skirts of it, bave a kind of belief 
that there is a Heaven and Hell for reward and 
maniſhment ; and at the ſame time form to themſelyes 
ſome kind of devotion, as beſt pleaſeth, and coſleth 
leaſt from hence, promiſing to themſelyes life and 
freedom hereafter from that wrath that is ro come; 
|thouph at the ſametime live under the dominion of ſuch 
fins as is moſt grateful ro them ; and becauſe of ſome 
good meaning or formal prayer and confeſſion, which 
they now and then pur up to God in the words of 
Chriſts people, while barren of the Spirit of Chriſts 
mitdifeople ; yet herewith take content, while they vſe 
ColiſDevids worgfs of confeſſion, conclude themſelves un- 
z/ler Davids Spirit of contrition, All this while Satan | 
{that he may hold them the more firm, from right con. 
nition of ſin, and right converſion from ſin, doth: 
low them te excell in ſome common Rs of [uſtice 
to the ſecond Table of Gods Law; and from herce 
Ittey conclude their ſtate ſafe, though they can Swear, 
Mie Drunk, Lie, Cheat, livein Covetouſneſs, enyying, 
Malice, Pride, Back-biting, Whiſpering Surmiling, cc. 
ritW\and that becauſe they now and then do theſe things, 
fin, fet are they good Church. men and do 2sk God every 
of tpht forgiveneſs; and are told in Scripture, that they 
If re to pray for patdon of fin, and that he whicti 
elieveth that Jeſus is the Son of God ſhall be ſaved, 
nW® nd that Chriſt died for fioners, and they are fore 


Q. they 
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they are ſinners, and no where exempted, thar they , 7 - 
know of from his mercy; for Jeſus came into the ike _I 
world on purpoſe to ſeek and ſave what was loſt, > 
May it not be feared thouſands thus content them« mY 
ſelves with onely outſide reformation, remembring lealt, 
that David, Peter, and others in Scripture ſinned, is Ol 
and the beit of men ſiving, have their failings , and3 
its but the ſame with them, and they do heartily ® love, 
beg forgiveneſs of God, rhough its true the canoe 5" 
leave their fins, yet can ſay God be merciful to mea Himng 
ſinner, j 2OW 
Now it will be needful here to ſhew the diſtinQion 
between ſinner aud ſinner : Some ſpots though really 
ſpots, yet arenot the ſpots of Gods enemies ; itsonef'*** 
thing to na under a Covenant of grace ( through in-!% 
firmity ) and another thins to fin out of the Covenant 
( through impenirence ) one with his will, the other' 
apainſt his will ; one ſeeks the ſin; the other, the fin 
feeks him ; the one moſt careful of Gods eye, the 
other, if at all, onely careful of manseye ; the onef** 
goes a mourner to the grave, that ever he finned}s *0 f 
againſt ſuch love and grace as the Goſpel hath m for 
known, the other, never mourns for ſin, but as pro-: 
yoked at the feeling of the puniſhmeat ; che oneif 
more afraid of the Hell in ſin, then the Hell after ſin; £00 
the other the contrary ; the one thirſls after the ſpirit of 
of juſtification, the other: wiſketh, but its lixe 8 the n: 
wanton Bepgpgar, tor the advantage of juſtification; ®6U 
the one cares not whar b:comes of him here, ſo hefount! 
may live with God hereafter; the other cries, whoWmedge 
will Chew us any good here ? The one hath reſpedt to (te, 
every cammand of God : the other picks and chuſes,}Frath « 
believes as his ruſers celieve, or fach a Biſhop X 
Learned man. or preat Landlord believes, and way | 
is moſt in faſhion, cat moſt pleaſes him ; . bis Revert: by 


E] 
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wi < ſieth in avoiding the Croſs, and running with the 
Q 'freaam, The one thinks nothing too coſtly for 
Y they Chriſt, the other thinks that Religion beſt that coſt- 
embed leaſt. In 2 word, one loyes the Lord Jeſus in 
fi il his Offices as King, Prieſt, and frophet, to rule 
ws, wlll as well as ſave him; the other would be content. 
2 edto love, as a Jeſus to ſave, but will not endure him 
com $3 King to rule. | 
mv ' Having premiſed this about fin in the General, we 
|ihall now ſpeak of it under this Sign, as it reſpeRs 
10-06 as once thought ſmall fins great, now think great 
tns ſmall, look at ſmall ones as if they were none at all. 
5: now 108 Certainly,is a ſign of ecay in Godlinels; tlie leaſt 
on nel 'n againſt him, being great enough wichont the mer- 
y of God, ( if perſiſted in ) to weigh us down to Hell, 
+/ginnot therefore in ir ſelf be lictle; bur its very poſſi - 
= <a for a Chriſtiari that once had a Conſcience ſo ten. 
> YE;that every lictle touch did greatly grieve; yet may 
"tea proceſs of timg come to ſuch a ſtate of love or 
: ain to fin, that he can now eaſily ſwallow down 
+ Mt for which he went mourning all the day long. 
+2cr10ll the Commandment came to the Apoſtle Pav/, he 
bk on alvein his own eſtimation, and did verily think, he 
cer God good ſervice,in making bayock and ſpoil inthe 
the ſgi{#arch of God, being zcalouſly mad againſt all thar call- 
« lie $92 the name of Jeſus, and yer ar the ſametime was 
ia Gods account aBlaſphemer, Perſecutor, as himſelf, in 
"» ſo account he gives of himſelf, after hisconverſion, did 
 mfpoowledge bimſelf ; for when once the Command. 
nel tene came, and ſin appeared exceeding finful, and 
tide Wrath of God appeared as the reward of it, he 
«op (2 lay low in his own eyes ; the chief of ſinners 
w_ leait of Saints. Often ſaith theProphet have I heard 
: rf thee, by the hearing of the Ear, which is the caſe 
o# thouſands in England , and bis fear they are 
| 2 rauphe 


39k 
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taught by the precept of men. But now faith thy, The 
Prophet, ine Eyes have ſeen thee, and therefore orie 
1 abhor my ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſbes. 1 bave ſe js fe 
thee in thy preatneſs as aſin hating God andin thy 4,ref b- 
goodneſs as a fin J_ wo = i muſt 
ſelf. ow Woe 15 me, an; 
| —_ of unclean lips ; this 1s the effeRs of the holy); _ 
Spirits work, leading the ſianer to behold the hand, is rig 
and fide of Jeſus, pierced with the Nails and per Beg 
Now fin appears ſinful, and Hell following after when 
damned Worms ſhall never die : This made David, vl; 
ro. walk heavily, and cry out upon his awakening 4 
Have mercy upon me O God, according to the multizudy, Mraye 
of thy tender mercies, blot ont all mine 1 nquitier, ed ous | 
me from all my fin, It is very poſlible for Chriſtiansto, a 
looſe this firſt beat, reliſh, and ſavour of the nem <vio 
Birth-beginning, that once was as a Jewel of get cath 
price, And chis ordinarily comes to paſs throughoeg /* o.11 
ligence to maintain the firſt Life. principle they ſacket| ever 
from the Grace of God at its firſt entertainment, tchle 
did nor then { let me ask experience ) our hearts hung, | © 
within us, in theſe fix particulars: - 4ire all © 
1. Did we not ſee they our ſelves the preaeſtd{1 5; 
ſinners > Did we not think Hell little enough forour wo, earl 
puniſhment, the Ground too good to bear won, P 
walk on, and the Air too good to allow we 1 
breath in, and every bit of Bread much morethenwe,, _ 
deſerve? Did not Scales fall as it were from oureyerty, efrc 
Were not our opinion of our ſelves, changed from'| ©, 
wealth to woe ? We that a few days before, preached, we h 
peace to our Souls, and chought our ſtate as goods, 1. 1 
any in our Neighbourhood, though we knew notbon 
to weep, that had made our Lord to weep, Y&. 
now where ever wecame, wept bitterly, andall 


talk was of oor undone eſtate out of Chriſt ; never 


xl ſets 
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uy jat when we were breaching out our gricf, that eveC 
hang grieved God. Was it noe but the other day, that 
india oe Kev! was going to Damaſens with Commiſſion, 
fore & hereſoever he found any of the Diſciples of Jeſus, 
nh | muſt bring them bound to Fer»ſalems ; and did he 

the wilt bold the Raiment of theſe that oned Stephes ; 
the Jind zealous for the Law of the Fathers, and as touch. 
and 0g its righteouſneſs blameleſs. But now his eyes being 

Ipened, he feeth himſelf a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, 

de 71K ſets his hope onely on Feſws Chrift that cams into 
te World to ſave ſinners. x Tim. 1. 15. 

;. 1 But Secondly, Did not we then go often to God 

.- If prayer for yer aclcarer ſenſe of our ſin ſlill being ; 
0.” eaous it was not enough? Did we not thencry Oh ? 
f the oo Þ not wounded enough in my Spirit, for wounding 

of a8) Saviours Spirit > Were we not then ready to high. 
1-80, rather then leſſen our ſores ? Methinks I hear 

"= Wu ill crying out with your Eſpouſal, Cry wo is me 

* Wit cyer I ſhould offend fuch a Lord, ſach loye, ſuch 

Amatchleſs lope. I can never do enongh for him, nor 
-"Rer enough for him . had I a thouſand lives they 
ere all too little to lay down at his feet ? How early 
0 God were wein Cloſlet-prayer, early at the Ser- 
I : bon, early at viſiting che [Impriſoned. Now Spiric, 
ar Perſon, Purſe, and all I am and have, is atthe Lords 
a vice. Now 1 feel ſuch a weight upon my ſhoulders 
dr my fins that nothing bur the blood of Chriſt can 


'If v 


ue7"F0ld me from ſinking into Hell. 


Tread ' But Thirdly, Did we not then abhor our fin, or 


that we had done, and all occaſions leading thereun- 
d Did not we then ſay with David, my fi is ever 


Wefire me ? Were not our black deeds in all company, - 
0 in all conditions moſt before our eies, following 


oddly, is a bungry Wolf follows its prey ? Wet e we not 


- 


=" ky en as weary of our fin asof along fit of ſickneſs ? 
| Q 3 Did 


as goo 


not 
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Did we not lothe the thoughts of that that had Daij- 1:0 
lah ?Were it not now our fickneſs,and ſo in its own Co- with 
lours beſet with the black threatnings of Gods predt jutitl 
Plagues. rod to 
Bur Fourthly, Did we not then retain in our me- v6 me 
mory, a deep ſenſe of the Plagnesdue, for our ſing 
lothing our ſclyes. Woe is methat ever I ſhould be yup 
ſuch a vile wretch,ſfuch a Beaſt before the Lord ; 1 now pup te 
abhor my ſelf'in duſt and aſhes, at the very thought ye-chi 
and remembrance of my fin, Ido now fee and won- 
der at that mercy of Ged that kept me evt of Hell: 6 the 
Oh! It is HellIdo deſerve for my hainons crimes, j, of 
as none knows more of me, then 1 do of my ſelf , oj; 
none can think worſe of me, then I think of my: g464 
ſelf, admiring the mercy of God, and give my teſti. gy > \ 
mony, that ſurely none but a God could have bong | 
with me thus long, Oh ! That ever Iſhould {pend gear 
my precious cime, ſubſtance, and ſtrength to ſerve 
ſuch 5lchy luſts , I now ſee iris better for meto bexjyy «c 
door- keeper inthe houſe of God, then to dwell in the tenttyy, 
of the wiched. | Firſt 
Bar Fifchly, Did we not then ſee ſo muchoffin, 
ſelf, and wrath, that we covenanted for ever to lively; 
Monrner for what before we had done, thataswe.gy;Q1 
had made it our trade, and had pot the very habitolþ, 
ſia. So now we ſhould get the habit of ſorrow ; not leplace 
8s too many forrowful, onely while convictiomary, G 
ſtrong; but clothed with the ſtate of forrow, from jy 
month to month, and year to year, paſſing of the 
tirge of our whole Pilgrimage in trembling andfer,, y, 
like Ezekiels mourners that- God had pardoned. ,,- , 
Chap. 7. verſe 16. Bat they that eſcape of by 


ſhall eſcape ; yet to vemain on the Mountains bk 


Doves on the valleys, all of thens monrning in the att, 


« Well 25 a7, every one for bis own iniquity, 


Laſtly, "— 


ay _ St. ks \ . 
[od —_ s & £4 —_ II x as Þ - a K 
_— OO nn i og oe <br th nt —_— 
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Laſtly, Did we not then covenant for ever to be 


! thankful to God for our pardon? Did we not then 


SI think it little enough to be upon our knees prailing this 
, | God to Eternity, that had ſaved us, and ſhewed us 


ſuch mercy, when we were pollated to the lothing of 


our perſons, and thar at ſuch a time God ſhould 
9 look upon us with ſuch pittie > Did not this ſenſe work 


vs up to forget onr ſorrow, for joy that fo goodly a 


© man-child was born, the Lord of life formed in us. 
* What Trouble, Pain, Loſs, or Crofs, had a voice to 
® preſs the ſpirits to complain like this to praiſe, the 


mc joy of believing, being a tranſcendent joy. 1 Pet. 


x | 1.8. 


Objeft. But what is the Cauſes this frame is not 


Js now?> Why! What is the matter that great ſins ſeem 


| fmall, and ſmall none at ai? Anſwer, Theſe three 


'fF appear to be Cauſes. 1. Ignorance how much God 


F hates Sin. 2, Ignorance what Chriſt Jeſas under- 
went for Sin. 3; Ignorance of the woetul effects of 
' Sin, | 
. Firſt, Ignorance how much God hares Sin. This 


appears to every intelligible perſon, that will but con- 


| ' ſult Gods Method from the beginning of time, his 
* glorious attribute of juſtice was {till bent againit fin , 
Wo the tirſt plorious price of his workmanſhip, whom 


4 he placed in the Gardenof delight, who was undoubt- 


edly Gods delight , for he beheld every thing that he 


7 had made pood, much more man the Maſter-piece of 
] all the reſt; for inthe Image of God made he him ; 


Yet now for ſin muſt bedriven out of Paradice ; the 


Wor! - | tr curſed for his ſake, andin ſorrow muſt he eat 


is bread, and from thence forward be a dying man, 


® , | till he die, doſes the man of God, ( with whom God 


the great Lord Almighty, talketh face to face,) and the 
very type of Jeſus Chriſt : Yer muſt neyer have one 


(2 4 prayer 


230 Sigusof a Dylvg or decaying Chriftias. wi 0 
prayer anſwered, when a fin had but come inthe, Mt 
way ; though in other caſes ſo prevalent, that with # 
prayer he holds Gods hands, Yet now © LordGog \lpi 't 
thou haſt begun to ſbew thy ſervant thy greatneſs, jay. fro 
thy m1p hty hand ; Ipray thee let me Fo over to ſee Jor-j lit 1s 
dan, that geodly mountain, and Lebanon; bat the Loydyiad, | 
was wrath with me for your ſakes, and would not hear 
me. And the Lerd ſaidto me, let it ſuffice thee, ſpeak mas'0 
mo more of this matter, Deut. 3. 24,25, 26. Oh do \x foi 
wot this abominable thing that I hate, Jer. 4.4. 4, For hit it 
this cauſe God ſhall ſend them flirong deluſions to be. |,wie | 
lieve a lie, that they all might be ; Frome 2 Thef. y, and 
2. 11, £3. $ ue 
Bur Secondly, Ignorance what Chriſt underwent þ « fall 
for ſin. Oh the bitter agony that it made him ſwear 1þmed, 
2S it were great drops of blood, trickling down his 1 an the 
bleſſed Cheeks; his foul was exceeding ſorrowfull, | 
cyen unto death ; his hair pulled off, his viſage marr'd 
more then any mans, his face ſpit in, his hands and 
feet nailed to a Tree, a ſpear thruſt through his ſide ; 
andinthe 334 year ofhis ape, the prime age of a man, 
his precious life muſt be taken away, his blood ſhed ,, 
a man of ſorrows, and clothed with priefs all for \$,. 
fin, though he knew no (in, neither was guile ever | 
found in his mouth ; be paid dear for what we did, , ”. 
he muſt die that we may live; be curſed that we may | 
be bleſſed. Can we look upon this bleſſed Jeſus, 
drinking this bitter cup, and think any fin ſmall thar 
!4id 'ucha weight onthe Lord of Lite. 
Thirdly, Tenoranece of the woeful effects of fin. 
What brought the flood? Was it nor fin ? What 
brouphc Fire and Brimſtone upon Sodom and Gomer- ti 
rah ? Was it not fin? What brought all the ten jj þ 
j1agues upon Zgypr? Was ir not ſin? Wharbrings Jy 


the mighty to the duſt, bnt this Monſter fin, Sick- 
neſles, 
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inthe} nefſes, Diſcaſes, Sword, Plague, Fire, Famine. 
ih Ames 4. at large willtellus. What was the matter 
with London 1665. that more then ſixty thouſandof 
its inhabitants are carried captive to the Grave, while 
| every ſtreet is filled with evening cries, bring our 
e{| your dead, bring out your dead, in the morning 
walking well about ſtreets, at night laid inthe grave 
for worms to feed on; when we beheld in 1666. a 
tre as from Heayen devour our dwellings, and con. 
ſame that in a few hours, that many y<ars cannot re» 
| paif ; while he that was rich yeſterday, was begpar 
today, and not cloſe with the Propnet, 7 he joy of our 
beart zs ceaſed, our dance is turned into mourning ; the 
Mt | crown: 2s fallen from off our head, Woe unto us that we 
[ |beve fined, Lam, 5. I5, 16, This is the Monſter, 


ml is [who can then look upon ,Zonay, and think any fin 
Wiw, | ſmall, 


—  —— — — Rt... 


CHAP. X XXII. 


|Shewwing the preat aptneſs inChrift tans to be leſs affe- 
| ed with praiſes for wu T ribe of mercie: comivg, and 
more affiifted to murmaring for a-tithe of mercies g0« 
me; with four Cauſes of this Decay. 


SIGN. XXXxII. 


fi WW Hen your Tongue is frequent in complain- 


phat | ing for leſſer miſeries, and ſilent in pras- 
mo- [Me for oreater mercies, 

1 -0h! How apt are Chriſtiarsto fall under this De- 
ings #|ey, quickly apprehenſive of thac which goeth a. ain!? 
ick te grain; the ſtring of the heart eaſily wound ppon 
= ; it's 


wow Ad - oo ; 
— — — —— % Os ——o— x  — ww - _—_— — — — - 
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its utmoſt height, yea beyond godly bounds in ſor- my 
row ; give me Chilarenor elſe 7 die ;, a ready accoun- ju 
rant to complain what we want, and would have, or 
have in point of miſery, and would be rid of ; but at yok 
the ſame time ſo out of our account under a Chriſtian /#* 
conſideration, that we think not of poing into Gods 17 
ſanfnary, and weighing our preſent ſtate in his bal. Wha 
lance ; whether ſo much miſery on the lefc hand is nor ® 18, 
overpoiſed with treble its mercies on the ripht hand . 
a tribe of mercies coming, leſs ſeenintheir worth to #9 
raiſe the heart and tongne after a thankful frame, then WF * 
a Tithe of mercies going ; perhaps weep more for the ® *I 
removal of one Son, then the poſſeſſion of ten Sons, kl op 
big with troubiefor a leſſer loſs, and yet at ſame time klupit 
lean in thankfulneſs. for greater gain, Good David How . 
was once out here, 7s the young man «Abſalom ſafe? and 


** —_— 


Now was Abſalom inthe heighr of rebellion, aiming M*0t ; 
at no leſs then the Crown, yet now Joab, Abibah,) wet 
and 7ttai whom I have made Captainsover thouſands? io Þ 
ro fight my Battels; when ye overcome, deal gently oth, 
for my fake with the young man, even Abſalom, #6 
The Batcel is fought, the Mercy isobtained, for che fith « 
vitory goeth on Davids ſide; Meſtengers haſten} Taitlu 
with the tidings, every one ambitious who ſhall runMſfreng 
firſt, and faſteſt And the King ſits in the gate waiting) ) 
for their Meſſage, and behold Ahimaaz the Son of %; tt 

Zadock, cometh and ſaid, all is well, falling down p- Wency' 
en his face before the King, ſajing, Bleſſed be the Lord The Fe 
thy God which hath delivered the men, which did l;ftﬆ of of 
wp their band againſt my Lord the King. Here is Wwe 

joyful tidings of a conqueſt calling; for triumphant doa } 
thankfulneſs. But at what height is Davids Tonguelk youn 
now in tune, 1s the young man Abſalom ſafe? Thar petri 
apneared more ſer upon his heart, then the Vitory, 


for no ſooner hath Caf#; another meſſenger Ay” ofal 
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& inp) Ab/alors death , but the victory is forgotten, and 
ml Davids greateſt cauſe of joy atthe mercy turned in- 
to greater ſorrow, at rhe leſſer miſery; for the King 
was much moved, and went upto the Chamber oyer 
&/ the gate, and wept; and as he went thus, hedfaid, 
0my Son Abſalom, my Son, my Sox Abſalom ! would 
Ged 1 had died fer thee O Abſalem, my Son, my Sox, 
2 Sam, 18. 5. 21, 29, 32, 33. 1s not this too too 
| common among profeſſors wherever we come, the 
= filled with complaining of want, or loſs, our 
ongue nimble at reporting our leſſer miſeries, while 
dimb ar praiſing for greater mercies, our hands often 
a lifted up in prayer for what we want ; but ſeldom 
x lifted up in praiſe for what we baye. 
1 How many ſignal mercies from evening till morn- 
| ing, and from morning till eyening are ſcarce taken 


notice of ; meat to cat, and an appetite toit, Cloaths 


| tO cover us, fire to warm us, abedtoreſtus; and 
' yet fo bruitiſh, as not to ſce theſe mercies in their 
worth, till we ſee them in their want; how many 
pights under the ſhade of death, are we delivered from 
the fith of Death, and yet never the more thankful 
| or fruicful nexe morning ? a ſtate of bodily health 
andftrength for years together, and leſs concerned in 
' its enjoyment, with care for a ſtate of chankful- 
neſs, then if all were more debt, and merit, then 
clemency and mercy. . 

The Fowls of the Air, the Beafts of the field, the 
Fiſh of the Sea, muſt ſurrender up their breath to 
continue our breath , they uncloathed, that we may 
| be cloathed; the tender Calf ferch'd from the ſtall , 
the young Lamb taken from the flock , the Turtle- 
$ Dove ſtript of its life, for a pampered, wanton, un. 
# thankfu), unfruitful People. But what will be the 
end of all? ho ſoall live when Ged doth this ? Name» 


iy 
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ly, Calls ro anaccount, brings in the bill of Indi&: fr PA 
ment. ” (jo 
Imprims, For the abuſe of Plenty, in the year of zl, « 
Plenty. Item, For Idleneſfs. Jtews, For Wanton. #1 
neſs, \ 7eem, For turning Riches into Pride. [tery ye nay 
For praying ſeldom, except under ſome ſenſitive loſs; peril! 
Ttew, Fer hitting down to feed upon Gods Creatures, \*: 
and reſting upen your Beds as do the Bruits. Item, | 
For murmuring under Adverfity. 7tem;, For Dull. 
ſightedneſs at what you abound with, Jzems, For 1 
Envy at your Brothers wellfare, ters, For uſing '*Y 
yeur Tongue to carry Tales. 7tem, For taking up a ke it 
report againſt your Neighbour, Jem, For every l rente 
omiſſion of Good. I[tem, For every commiſſion of kearipe 
Evil. Jtem, For your grand fin of unthankfulnefs, Y* 
ec. ul ts 
Ah Chriſtians ! What ſhall we plezd in thepreat ul take 
day of account, when this, and a thouſand rimes xd, 
more ſhall riſeup inJudgmenrt againſt us, for ſpending But 
more of our Tongue and Time, in complaining of 2% 
leſſer miſeries, then in praiſing for preater Mercies. ue of 
But what may b: the Cauſes of this Decay ? Firſt, '%%4 
Counting without God. Secondly, Ignorance that | ſee 
the pulſe of ſenſe, beats higher then the pulſe of faith. 
Thirdly, Ignorance that the ſtate of a Chriſtianon 
earth, is to be a thanxful ſtate. Fourthly, A not 
retaining in the heart, the due reward of paſt 
ſins. : 
Firſt, Counting without God. Thatis, when we. 
meaſure our condition with what we would haveit 
be, not asking counſel at the hand of God, is this or | 
that condition beſt for me ? Good Agr knew the 
deceitfulneſs of his own heart, and therefore durſt 
107 make any choice without God, 7'wo things have 


7 defied of thee, deny me them not before 1 ae, grove me 
arither 
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| #either Poverty nor Riches, feed me with food conveni- 
ent for me, lef+ 1 be full and deny thee, and [ay whore 
| .the Lord, or leſ> 1 be poor, and Steal, and take the 
name of my God in vain. Pro. 30. 8,9. Ifthe young 
vf Child may have its will, it will crave a knife, and 
mite} therewith wound it ſelf; Eat to Gluttony, Drink un- 
kCremsl to ſarfetting, Cry out againſt ap; lying the plaſter, 
| or ſearching the Sore. How apt bave we been to 
complain of that condition, that when once we had 
{| but gone into the ſanQuary to ſeeit, have then found 
4 it mercy, ending in thankfulneſs- The little Boy, 
while little, is very unwilling tolearn his book, and 
a Will yenter upon Correction for a Play-day : bur 
{| when riper years are gone over his head; repines with 
repentance at the paſt-time ſo miſpent, Oh ! Tts 
good te let God alone, to walk in his own Method, 
ow} and take what he ſends whether it be Phyfick or 

:, " Cordial. ; 
But Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe is this, we know 
. 4 it not, but the Pulſe of Senſe beats higher then the 
Pulſe of Faith , thatis, we meaſure our condition by 
ſeeing, and not by believing Abrahams ſenſe, conld 
not ſee the Son of the promiſe ; but bis faith could 
take the knife to ſlay the L:d for a ſacrifice unto God. 
Senſe would not let /ſrae/ go to Caraas through the 
Wilderneſs, but God ſaw that way the neareſt, chere.. 
fore faichſul Moſes chuſes that way. Senfe made 
Rachel cry, give me Children, or elſe 1 aje. While 
- | Faith led old Z15, while made childleſs to cry, /t xx 
| the Lord let him do What ſeemeth him good. Senſe 
makes us angry at the Rod, chough a Priſon at the 
fame time, is better then a Pallace, Senſeled 7/-ac! 
to be angry at God, and murmur when they warited 
bread and water, anddiſlike their Travel through ſo 


| preat and terrible a Wilderneſs, wherein were fiery 
SET+ 
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Serpents and Scorpions, and Drought ; but had Faitk 
been predominant, it wonld have repreſented to them | " 
the goodlineſs of that way , becauſe of the ſignal f 1001 
ends that was to enſue ; out of a Rock of flint guſheth in o 
forth Water, and from Heaven is Mannah, Anpels ; 


£ 
co 


food rained, and the Red-Sea divided, and Pharoah 


and his hoſt drowned ; and above all 7/-c/ humbled, » I 


and their hearts proved, that God might do them 
good at their latter end, ſo chat in a word, Faith or 
meaſitres that condition the moſt thankful condition, wh 
be it never fo thornie, unpleaſant and bitter to ſenſe, ud 


. and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance ,, ...: 


that they might obtain a better Reſurrection, Heb, [ | 
'II. 35. | 
But Thirdly, A cauſe why we are more frequent in f 
complaining of leſſer miſcries, then praiſing for great- 1 1 
er mercies, is ignorance that the ſtate of a Chriſtian 4, 4 
here on Earth, is to be athankful ſtate, that is, | and 
every thing to give thanks. x Theſ. 5. 18. Thisto | ., 
ſenſe in its Latitude, ſeems a hard Leſſon, What? ,,* | 
To thank Cod for Aflitions, for Poverty, forSick- 41. 
neſs, for loſs of Husband, Wie, Child, Houſe, j,- 
Land, what to have all in one horrom, andro fink at | | 
once into the bottom of the Sea, and vet thank God 
ſeems Egyptian bondage, and worſe . bur che Textis | 
univerſal, 5 every thing give thaxks ;, andthe reaſon 
is as univerſal for every condition ({ orirhis ſide Hell ; 
is mercy, an i therefore calls for thankfulneſs } doſes 
coming to Phararh wich requeit that 1/rael might be 
enlarged, was mercy, though it tended ar firſtrothe | 
enlargement of their bonds, yet it was in ordert0 
their freedom upon the moſt noble rerms ; had we ne- 
ver trouble here, we ſhould never ſo long for reſt * 
hereafter. Good Joſ+na and Caleb ſtill chought :be | 


beſt of Gods way with chem , and Job when _ 
an 


of 1 
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Vii ind Subſtance, and Cattle, and Servants,and Children, 

(and all was gone, ſends in thankfulneſs, Naked came 
] out of my Mothers Womb, and naked ſhall I retars, 
|the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and 
BLESSED bethename of the Lord. 

Fourthly, A fourth Cauſe of this Decay may be 
this, not retaining in the heart the due reward of 
paſt fins ; that is, forgetting chat anguiſh which un- 
i 3.4 [der our firſt convictions we were bowed down with ;, 
*.. [ben We felt the weight of our (ins intheir black and 
| lorrid aggravations, having paſt upon our ſelves the 
ſentence of Death , and this followed by the Law of 
Life ; crying out Oh wretched ſinner that I am | who 
'| hall delever me {rom the body of this Death, or dead 
, [body ? Were we not then as it weretied to a dead man, 
-[and compelled to draw him, and the ſtench of him 
:..10p and down with us whereſoever we went, being 
, \beler with Zxzekiels roul, Lamentations, and mourn- 
ing, and woe? Coul.; we not then truly fay with 
1David, my fin is ever before me, and Hell coming 
|ifter ; and if in this Chriſtleſs condition I die, I 
{ſhall bedamned to all Eternity, Did not this burden 
[felt for ſin, and feared for wrath, keep down the 
*| Spirit of complaining more for ſmaller miſtries ? 
{And how would we then have been affected with 
 thankfulneſs for the tythe of choſe mercies we now 
overlook ? Its evident by Gods expoſtulation with 
| Iſrael in Exekiels time. Chap: 16. That this Symp- 
[tom was upon them ina high degree, fo that the 
Prophet for their reducing begins at che root, Sox 
' |of man, cauſe Jeruſalem to know her abominations ; 
{ ſhe hath forgotten her Father was an Amorite, and 

Mother an Hittite, andin the day ſhe was born, ſhe 

[was caſt out into the open field, ro the lothing of 
*'! ter perſon, and when no eye pitried ber, then ſaid 

| 
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1 to her live , her extremity of miſery, was ay 
opportunity of mercy ; thus her renown vent forth 
among the nations ; for ſhe was beautiful through 

my comelineſs which I put upon her ; but now 
7oſuron waxcth far, and kicked, and lightly eſteem. vj 
ed the rock of her Salvation, and as the in-lerty be res 
all her fin. verſe 22. She hath not kept in remen.' , -z 
brance che days of her youth, when ſhe vasnaked ye 
and bare and polluted in her blood the MalefaQor, 
Now fſ{cntence is pronounced, and die he muſt for 
his rranſgreſſion, though once a Palace could not 
contain him , he ſwell'd ſo big with pride ; Oh! 
Now any Cottage, yea corner of a Houſe top, yea 
a Dungeon will be wellcome, let him bur dwell here , 
with a rardon, thus he lies low under the ſenſe of 
a temporal death deſerved, and ſhall not we with 
ſelf-abhorrency, lie much lower, under the ſenſeof hysg; 
an eternal Death deſerved; When in *my greateſt ||; 1s 
miſeries tewporal, for which I droop and complain iy as ( 
with the worm-wood and the Gall, then calling m a 
to remembrance, why am I not in Hell, makes we hi 
thar Tongue but now complaining, turned into Fn thi 
' Thankſgiving; Jt z of the Lords mercies 1 am mt of (er 
conſamed, Praiſe je the Lord, Amen, Amen. of ha 
Conſider what you read, andſo paſs to the 334. Sign ter thi 
of dying to Godlineſs. | 


rover 
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wks | CHAP, XXXUI 

E | Demonſtrating what a precious Fewel Time is, how to 
"am be redeemed, proving it Gods work to give the Face, 
hs th a Chriftians Work to make the uſe. Shewing alſo 

what a dreadful loſs, the loſs of time s, with 

the Canſes of this Deray , and Remedies for Re- 
Covery. | 


SI GN. XXXIII. 
V7 Hen your ſenſe of the great worth of 


| i1hme i ſo ſmall, that you are turned 
Proazgal, 
I It 1s eſſential; That every man ſhould conſider, 
that as God hath given him an excellent Nature, Wil. 
dom and underſtandivg co make his choice, having 
Imde him Lord over all Crearures, and a little lower 
then the Ange!s, he hath alſo appointed him a work 
and ſervice, preit enough to imploy thoſe abilities; 
<and hath alſo deſigned him to a ſtate of life eternal, 
iter this life is ended ;, unto which ſtate he can onely 
arrive, by that werkand ſervice, And chat nothing 
[my be wanting on Gods part, to the accompliſhing 
[this great deſign, be hath and doth, giveevery man 
a time in this World, « time ſo precioxes; that on it 
depend ETERNITY. Time, in the ſpace of 
|t Gods, in the uſe of ic Ours, for we mult remem-. 
ber that we have a great work to do;many enemies to 
jconquer, many evils to prevent; many dangers to run 
{{trough, many difficulties to be maſtered, and it 
;HAF-jary be, many Children or Friends to provide for 
EX 40 
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and many diſeaſes to cure, and which is moſt of mM” ſu 
to be found in all dcing it fo, that we may not \ ft 
back in the 2ccounts of Eternity; Now to have fuch !B 
a Jewelas Time is, it being of more weight and worth ** "© 
then all the World ; becauſe that cannot either pay a * VE 
valuable price for its lengthening, or recall it when * 2" 
paſt and gone; for any therefore to be Prodigalef {ll01 
ſuch a Treaſure, muſt needs argue deep Decay to the ® <2 
power of Godlinefs : but it may be very neceſſary ' 81s E 
we explain this great word TI ME, it may becon- nentab 
ſidered under a double acceptation, with reſpe& both (time, 
ro the ſpace of it, and uſe of it: it is certain that ought 
Time in the ſpace of it, is Gods gift, Fob 7. 1, 4; 20 
there not an appointed time to man upon Earth? That in th 
is, for ſpace given of God to this noble end, that! 1%%% 
man ſhould imploy or uſethis Time to the beſt advan. /797 
tage; ſo that itsas certain, Time inthe »ſe or abyſe" t90U 
is ours, Eccle. 3. i. To every thing there us @ ſeaſon," Kne 
and 4 time to every Purpoſe nnder the Sun; thatis, za! He 
Time with reſpe& to the uſe or abuſe ; Godlend®, ©? 
the ſpace of Time, appoints meet work to take up f0n, 
that ſpace of Time lent. Lets hear the Concluſion) 0d 
( faith the Preacher ) of the whole matter, Fex® the 
God and keep his Commandments, this is the whole feafter 
Duty. of Man: for God will bring every work, tha Objeft. 
is uſe orabuſe of Time, into Judgment, for Salyation®"ſequ 
or Damnation poeth upon chis great hinge of Time, Vude t 
And what was lent from God as Jeriſalems greateſt *l, 
mercy, proved through themſelves, - their oreateſttvcth r 
Woe? For they had the ſpace of Time remaining, 4*/w. 
when the uſe of Time was gone, they had negle&ted!fath | 
their Market, abuſed their Seaſon. When God cl crye 
ed for Faſtingand Weeping, they called for Feaſting: of c 
and Rejoycing ; like the od World, while fourty yes, ſa 
ſpace of Time in the Arks preparation, gave —_ K 
” _ Jl? 
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of gt daily fammons to make ready, and pet into the Ark ; 
ag yet they flept away theircime in Eating, Drinking, 
baeg buying, Selling, Marrying, giving in Marrizge; and 
dwodhtake no care ro make up their accounts, before their 
her gy time was gone; we have a doleful paſſage to this pur- 
wlitay\poſe, and Oh that it may ſerve as a 1.an4-mark for all 
Yrodied| Profefiors. Luke 19. 4 1,42, 44. When [eſt; Chriſt 
caytod| as come near Jerzſalem in his Travels, as ſoon as he 
y neceſfy) ſet [is eyes upon the City, he falls arcepins at the 
ayheallamentabl2 miſery they had, ( not throuph che wanc 
fredwlof time, but chroupgh the miſuſe or abule of time ) 
errain {rough upon themſelves, which is evident from his 
&9,1,]0wn words, ſaying, If thox hadſt known even then, at 
ho Thcaſt in: this thy day,{ thy day of lpace fromGod given) 
the things which belong tothy peace, but now they are 
aſt aduliid from thine eyes, God is not bound to wait always, 
fe or 40r tchou mult be [2id even with the ground, becauſe 
is | bow kneweſt not th? TIME of thy wiicaton ; 
that (0b ! How doth this beſpeak Profeflors to value cheir 
Gone, evenall time, youth, healch,irengrb, Time of Af- 
to tabp{Rion, Time of the Goſpel, that when they come 
+0 cad Time here, may not throughthe «buſe, fall 
or, . {{£x0 the entrance of everlalting woe, as a reward 
he mitiereaſter. 
k | ObjefF. 1. But ſome may Cbjec, if ſo dreadful 
1conſequence atcend the loſs of Time; Doth not chis 
of Tyfaclude che grace of God, for it isnocot him thar 
wavileth, nor of him that runneth, but of God thar 
» ar} (eweth MErcy. 
ing nſw. Its troth, its of God to ſhew mercy, and 
E $0 hath preſcribed his time as well as bis way. 15/- 
i om cryeth withont,. fre mtereth ber voice in the chief 
Feglt Piece of concourſe, 51 the opening of the gates in the 
ny ity, ſaying, Hoy long ye ſimple ones, will ye love fim- 
we ha Picity, and Scorers delight in Scerning, and ſet at 
"4 R 2 wonght 
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naught all my counſel, and will none of my repyoef «hi 
(for this abuſe of Time ) when your deſtruttion cong« gier, 
eth as aWhirle-wind, when diſtreſs and angniſh befall g W 
you ;, then though ye call, 1 will not anſwer, ye ftallh the | 
ſeek me early, but ſhall not find me ;, for that Je hated; days 
. knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord.,, in 
Pro. 1.41, &c hy IT 
ObjeR. 2, When may time be ſaid to be redeemed? thre 
Anſwer , When duty and time goeth handing, ri 
hand rogether. God hath ordained mans Time on jſedueſ 
earth, for no other end, but that every ſpaceof ity þ 
ſhould be filled up with the work of it. Godputs ab 
chem together in two great reſpeRs, Firſt, To givey thi 
aſſiſtance. Secondly, To*' give acceptance. And, 5 & 
herein lyeth mans chief Wiſdom, that he know his j thi 
Time, and while iclaſteth, ro make the beſt earnings whath 
of ir; for ic is ſwifter then an Eagle in the Heavens yip; 
haftning on its way, never at a ſtand , and whenpaſ}, ; (hall 
can never be recalled again. And becauſe no manjryme 
may plead vacancy of ſpace in ſome periods of his yſe , 
Life, God hath provided imployment for every con. g+q re 
dition, whether young orold, bond or free, fickor |, «þ 
in health, ſtill Ererziry waits upon us; and we are, jonor 
daily going torward or backward in thoſe accounts; yyion 
and as one day is gone over our heads, we are ſtill jyjnge 
a day the neerer to its borders. The fick Man may jirg 
poſſibly recover; but if once DEAD all hope is vg 
a0ne, Hence comes thoſe dreadful Lamentations ; ji py 
Woe is me! he is Dead, he is Dead. The whole repre 
world cannot purchaſe yeſterday again. That Sodow | j gjj 
and Gomorrba that 2.4 hours ago flouriſhed, next day yy oor 
lies .in Aſhes: Bel/hazzar the King, was but 109 fg on 
drinking Wine in Exceſs, and praiſing the Gods of Gold | well þ 
and Silver, in che ſame hour, a little Time makes jg, þ,q 
great clianpe, look ap1in,and he is T? c———_ ember 
| { 0 | 
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"I" of his Loyns are looſed, and his. knees ſmite one againſr 


OY mother; A_K ING jefterday, WORMS-HME AT this 
wihb day. What therefore more precious then Time : 
» XX Oh the glorious and the woefull effects of 7:ime! In 

"I fix days a world is made by the hands of the almigh. 
the lnty, in fourty days its drown'd by the ſame power , 
How many in one night bave been ſtript of all ? Leſs 

"= then three days laid Loxydox in Aſhes, A [:rtle lirrle 
0 han ;;0e , rightly IMPROVED centers in eternal 
S Tied peſſedneſs, while a like Time ABUSED centers in 
ſpacedl| y141ual barning'; how precious therefore is Time, But 
Gol C Abrabams ſaid, Son remember thou hadſt thy Time of 

, Top ihe things, and Lazarus his T ime of evil things ; now 
* Me is Comforted, and now thou art Tormented : How 
koonk doth this beſpeak thac Chriſtian dying to Godlinefs, 


(amy that hath ſo little ſenſe of Times worth, that he is turned 
Hen prodipal. 
mam. 7 ſhall leave this to conſideration, as to the worth 
0 Uof Time, and ſhall enquire into the Cauſes of the 
b of I4huſe of Time, and conclade all with a few direcions 
17% how to redeem Time. Now the Cauſes may be aſlipn- 
Ided to theſe three. 1, Ignorance of times ſwiftneſs. 
WW, Tenorance of Timespreciouſneſs. 3. Non-conli- 
(col (eration that the' uſe or abuſe of Time will certainly 
arel terminate in Heaven or Hell. 
ane Firſt, Ignorance of Times ſwiftneſs. It batha con- 
1 timal motion, neither ſtaying nor ſtanding , its an 
21108! uſefal Proverb, Time and Tide flayeth for none, Time 
wh] is repreſented with Wings in a flying poſture, becuuſe 
Sul it is ſtill jJourneying ere we are aware , Youth is come 
ret@| 2nd gone, alſo old age hath taken poſſeſſion, and 
| Time will quickly carry us to the brink of Etervity. 
It well becomes Chriſtians wherever they go to carry 
their hour-glaſe, as it were with them, and ftill re- 


member how they bave ſpent the paſt three quarters 
R 3 already 
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already gone, for God will certainly take accoum of ye is al 
our Time, and we cannot keep from uſing or abuſing g, excef 
it; Travellers count the Miles they have yet ro go, yl pay 
before they can be at their Inn, and they count their [lis nef 
hours, {11 remembring, Night cometh when none z reme! 
can work ; and from hence quicken themſelves to truth 
Diligence. The Spirit of Cod ſeems to intimate the jjethey 
improvement of our time from a donble Obligation, xies (0 ! 
1 Cor. 7 29, 31. Swift and ſhort; it paſſeth away jz;, #/* 
ſoiftly, therefore improve it withall your might, king an 
And itis ſhort, carry that inyoureye alſo, and there-j ought 
fore whether yon weep or rejoyce, buy or ſell, wn 
the time of your ſcjourning here in fear. membra 

"Secondly, Ignorance of Times preciouſneſs; Thatye an a 
may be a (C aule why weare Prodigal of ir. Time is quic 
of more worth then a World, for on the well im-jweftior 
proving it, depends our Eternal Welfare, and thenyntrue 
the World cannot hinder. On the contrary, Time firſt, 
abuſed will bring vs into an Eternal Woe, from whichygdring 
th: World cannotredeem us, Time is precious upony, and 
x" fourfold conſideration. 1, Becauſe it is a veryy( þeir 
ſhort Time. 2, Becauſe we have a great deal of workyſgendit 
ro do in that ſhort time, 3. Becanſe we have manygd, 
Enemies to overcome in that ſhort time. 4. Becauſe Head 
we can never recall the loſs of jr, Laſtly, Becauſe}gigion 
we ſhall ſhortly find Heaven or Hell depends uponir. g [dler 
Oh Chriſtians ! Is not time precious, being clothed an it. 
with ſo many weighty Circumſtances. * this accc 

Thirdly, Tgnorance that the uſe or abuſe of Time tuyly, 
will certainly terminate in Heaven or Hell. W bile wel 0 
we are in this World weare Gods Stewards, end its yewar 
required of Stewards that they be found faithful, and jinpth 
that app2a:eth beſtinthe improvement of their time, gg 
which 1s a Talen?, that muſt not be hid in a Napkin; wer jr 
Were tis thought alzz1ys before our eyes, ( eps Life, | 

Rop® 
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"Cy Rope is about the ſwift meſſengers Neck, which tells 
Wy him, except he poſt on his way with utmoſt ſpeed, he 

| ſhall pay hislife at theend of his Journey, as the fruit 

Tit] of his negligence ) we ſhould tremble in the way, at 

"IM the remembrance of the end ; did we ſenſibly feel 
"0s thateruth > Namely, H E L L will be cheir end, that 
TC while they have Time, abuſe Time. Ignorance here, 
makes ſo many turn Bxſy-bodies, Tattlers, Back- 
mM biters, $/hiſperers, going about from Horſe to Houſe, 
Idleing away their precious Time, meddling with things 
they ought not , little conſidering that all their ways 
and goings are ſeen and recorded in the book of- Gods 
remembrance ; and for which they muſt certainly 
give an account one day to him that is ready to judpe 
k| both quick and dead. But I (hall cloſe all with a few 
direQions how to redeem time to Gods glory, and our 
own true comfort. 

" Firſt, That you may redeem Time. Keep down 
wandring thoughts after Vanity, for they will be bu- 
fie, and offerivg themſelves, and ſervice at all times, 
and being entertained, will carry. you Captive to the 

" miſpending precious Time. Irs a fixed thoughc ſet on 
God, Heavez and Hell that leads our the heart as well 
as Head, to be always buſic, or learning to make 
Religion our buſineſs , thoughts-of Vanity nouriſh. 

| eth Idleneſs, while thoughts -of Eternity delivereth 
from it. God took up a complaint apainſt 7/rae! on 
this account. Fer. 4. 14. How /ong fball thy vain 
thoughts lodge within thee, Vain thoughts were not 

t onely offered, but entertained; if in good earneſt 

we would redeem our Time, we muſt keep down wan» 

dring thoughts. 
Secondly, That you may redeem Time. Keep 
under immoderate cares for or about the things of this 


Life , be fall of care for nothing, ſaith the holy Scrip- 
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tre, that is, let not your head and heart, be over, KI 
loaded with greateſt care, for the ſmalleſt matrers ; glut) 
Labour not ( moſt ) for that meat that periſheth ; but for it * 
that which endxretb teeverlaſting Life. A much cum-'s ' 
bred mind, hath coſt many a Chriſtian, many Tearg «mW 
to recover their ground again , Its though common, gu if 
an abſolute evil to be ovyer-bufie about rhe things of 45s 
this Life, always, raking and ſcraping, after Bod ol, 1 
hath lent a competency of Food and Raiment, nog j{tl 
to be content ; to givenow moreroom and time, for il | 
more noble imployment, hath to experience, lefe ie wilt 
many to a woeful concluſion, I pray God this Can. «, and 
tian may be bleſſed to my ſelf, and all that reads it; in 1 
that we 'may learn of God to know what our frail uit ! 
Veſſel will hold, to thedelivering us from that woe- «with 
ful fin of ſtupidity, that I am much afraid is vpon (al! 
many in our day, Lzke 21. 34, 35. Methinks the. nj) 
glance of mine eye now beholds many Profeſſors, that inot'6 
God hath bleſſed with a large portion of this Worlds me wil 
ood ; ſo buſic to add houſe to honſe, and field to hl; 
eld (as if Heaven were entailed uponit, or they ne- i jad 
ver tO leave it ) thatthey cannot without barden ſpare ner, 
now and then one hour for the ſoul. I beg bumbly, ke For 
leave to asKk ſuch this one queſtion ; Whether or no torr 
did you ever conſider Agwrs rule, Pro, 36. for jew 
your imitation, he was -afraid of Poverty, ( and fo tyor 
I believe are you ) leaſt it ſhould tempt him to Np 
ut forth his hand to ſteal ; but he was as much jt q 
afraid of Plenty, (and ſo I fear are not you ) leaſt ye 
ke ſhould be full and fay, who is the Lord; I yay 
query hence, whether ir is not as much a Chriſti- iy y 
ans Duty and his Wiſdom, to be afraid of Riches, y ty 
as of Poverty, SIND nd ef 
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Bur Thirdly, That you may redeem Time; Ayoid 
naneceſſary meetings or viſitings, and unprofitable 
| diſcourſe; how much precions Time hath been ſpilc 
uy here, Woeful exeperience can beſt ſpeak. Gadding 
about without pondering the path of the Feet, hath 
Tax been an in-let to a Tribe of evils. To go withour 
a call, is as great an evil, as to with-hold whenthere 
ii isacall, Its the Glory of Chriſtianity to doall by 
lm weight and meaſure. = . | 
alz; A Fool poureth out Fooliſhneſs, while the heart 
max! of the wiſe doth ſtudy to anſwer ; to be flow to 
q (kt ſpeak, and chat our ſpeech be always gracious; is 
Jitm as truly a Law of Chriſt, as not co Steal, Kill, or 
ma commit Adultery. We think not of this when we 
mak meet without Call, and talk without Meaſure, that 
i aalig is, Gad abroad (upon at moſt Tithe of Mint and 
x, away Annis ) and negleRt at whom Juſtice and Mercy < 
Mitt ics not onely our duty to fill up every ſpace of our 
o&M Time with imployment, bur with imployment moſt - 
if Noble, that our choice: for the uſe of Time be 
; wt with judgment, till the lefſer co give way to the 
ater, | 
git - But Fourthly, That you may redeem Time. Do 
kdkrs not over indulge or pamper the body , ſpare exceed- 
hn 160 ings at weals ; toadda Mealtothem that have none + 
nj not as our Vulpar call ie, ata good time feaſt your 
at 8} poor Neighbours onely, bur do this in the ſerious 
gm or habit of doing; abate ſomething daily, to relieve 
ſome poor family daily. In like-manner, ſparetime 
| from your Bed to give the more to your knees. 
Abridge an hour every night at leaſt, from bodily 
#|-fleep, to make you the mere apt or ready for your 
eternal reſt, Think how many boursis fic under your 
circumſtances of labour, to pive the body and ſpirits 


reſt from buſineſs, and ſeverely require the reſt for 
deyoti- 
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deyotion. Thus much for my Body, and thus much 
for my Soul : this will make you early with God on 
hisday ; andat midnight to prevent the night-watches 
with meditation on him. | 
Laſtly, Redeem Time not onely. for duties of De: igiy !! 
votion, but alſo to beinthe SPIRIT of thoſe Dx. mt T 
ries, it is not ſufficient to ſpend Time ip prayer or me- 5 lh 
ditation, if the Spirit of the work be abſent. Dead {t& fi 
Drink, when your Wine hath loſt its Spirit, or Salt fd" 
his Savour, hath but a'dead acceptance with us, and j an: 
leſs with God, The very Duties commanded, were jw Ch 
by God abhorred, when the Spirit of thoſe Duties yolk 
was wanting ; to be at Prayer, at Reading, at Hear. 
ing, at Meditation, at Faſting, at the Lords-T able 
without being in the ſame Spirit that the holy menof 
God was,when intheſe ſervices will be as uſeleſs as was ry 777 
theirs. 1/a. 58. 1,2, 3. They ſought God daily, and W 
delighted to know his ways, atking for the ordinances C 
of Fuſtice, and took, pleaſure 1% approching ts God, [ay- ten b 
3ng, wherefore have Wwe faſted, and thou feeſt not, and Wt 
aftifted our Soul, and thox takgſt no knowledge , They 91 10 
took time for the Duties, bat redeemed notrime for nd cof 
the ſpiritual ends of theſe Duties, reſted in the ſervice, ite 
for the ſervice ſake, and there propoſed their reward, t pil 
not doing all for their Lords ſake, in obedience to him, ud, 
Oh therefore be entreated to redeem Time to frame bh tra 
your ſelyes, as well for the preparationto be in the Spi- ith $ 
rie of the Duty, as to redeem Time for the Duty it (kiſian, 
ſelf. Ileaveall to conſideration, and paſs to the 3 4th. Knvrel 
Sign of dying to Godlineſs. _ 
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CHAP, XXXIV. 


Shewing the ſad eftate of ſuch as take more care for a 
great Trade, then a goed Heart : Demonitrating 
that right Religion wall be as carefull to the Duties 
of the firſt T able, as ſecond . with fony marks of An 
ont-ſide Profeſſer, and three Cauſes why *: ouſe-trork 
i« more minded then Heart-Work, with ſome helps 
how Chriſtians may keep alive their firſt love-heat te» 
wards Religion. wh | 8; 


SIGN XXXIV. 7 
WW Hen a watchfal care of a godiy Life and 


V V Chriſtian converſation, # more accidental 
then habitual. ps 
When a Spirit of indifferency to the higheſt con- 


in cern in the World, namely, Religion or a godly Life 
mel and converſation, is our buſineſs by the. bye, and nor 


| 


in the ſerious or habit of it that is minded and purſued 
at pleaſure, as great Perſons do their Hawks and 
Hounds , take great painsnow and then, but not as a 
daily trade and concern. This frame brings ſuch un. 
der this Sign: For as it is evident in the growing 
Chriſtian, the more Communion he bath with God, 
the more he thirſts for, the deeper he goes, the ſweet 
er he feels it, and finds it, dying daily to what he once 
lived moÞily ; maintaining the ſavour and reliſh of 
Heaven with increaſes, counting all affairs and bufi- 
neſs whatſoever,ſubſervient to this. But ſuch as let g5 
this hold, ard ſeldom think of God cr Religion, werch 
for a great Trade more then a good Reart, - fox 

adit 
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Habit more then a rich Convcrſation, fear and love, por | 
to God and man, taught by the precept of man. This 

is adying ſtate, and will without ſpeedy recovery end g0M 
deſolate. The beſt of Men, in the beſt of their watch- mt 


' 
4 


ful care for a God-like life, need daily to pray for par. ggforbr 
don. of the imperfeQions of their beſt endeavours, wal, 
.and that God would through Jeſus the Adyocate, over- ily, ; 
look what is ſhort, and accept the ſincerity of their , 
heart, the root of the matter being their beſt ſecond, * inere 

This doubtleſs is the meaning of Davids prayer, Lord or "; 
guage me according to the integrity of mune heart : his « | 


Converſation was not without flips, but it was with- ,that 
out his hearc, Herein do I exerciſe my ſelf ( or make * Now 
it my Trade) to have always a Conſcience void of nel yith( 
offence both towards God, and towards all men, that ſid, 
is, both to the duties of the firſt Table and ſecond : #9 
for true Religion will be as watchful ® give God his 3% Dn 
due with the in-ſide, as Man his due with the ont-ſide, Moe 
It were well if all Profeſſors could thus approve their & 9% 
hearts, that bleating of Sheep, and lowing of Oxen, ' be 
would not be ſo much heard asit is; butthere area pd whats 
Generaton that are more ſhew then ſubſtance, and vgbbour 
it is t00 too much to be feared when weighed in the 5 (90 
ballance will be found wanting; ſuch may be known {what lie 
by theſe few marks. their be 
Firſt, They make the greateſt ſhew and noiſe on im right 

days of ſolemneſt Devotion, hanging down the Head, alcience 
dejeQing the countenance, like 7/rae! of old, pro. Yankee 
raiſe great things at ſach a timez Go thow near, and . [int 
hear all that the Lord our God ſhall ſay, and ſpeak thou lh, $ 
anto us all that the Lord our God ſhall ſpeak unto thee, bu 
and we will hear it and do 3t. Here is a flouriſhing v denſe 
out-ſide,” bnt its far from the heart, as evidently ap- *0 
pears by what return God that knows the beart bt trade 
makes, ſaying, 7 heve heard their words, they have well Wading 1 


ſpoken 


- > - po —— #——mm—_—_— 


SM [poker all that they have ſaid, Ob that there were ſack 
Pak an heart in them, to fear me and keep my Command- 
"AM went always. I fearT ſhall find ſolittle of their heare 
Min in what they have promiſed, chat at the nexe crial of 
"Uni ſcarcity for Bread or Water, they will murmur. 

Nik Secondly, Such talk moſt of Religion, when it is 
Sl; leaſt coſtly, or moſt in faſhion. Yes, and ina of 
Nikinyi publick Charity, ourdo their equals in eſtate, even 
kh the ſincere, one meaſuring applauſe of Men, his rule 
[aig to give by , the other making Judgment, his rule to 
May give by. None cried Hoſe to day, more loud then 

th Itiy. they, that cried aWay wth him, Cracifie him to mor- 
wat} row. Now a truly growing Chriſtian is as well re- 
tn: joyced with Chriſt ina Priſon as in a Palace. 

bokde Thirdly, Such when they haveliccleelſe tro do, will 
Wi be moſt publick to the neighbourhood in Family du- 
ties of Devotion : ſcarce allow one hour all che Week 
Lt from their labour, for any ſervice, bur Bed and Board: 


lag Yor 00w fo zealous, as paſſeth for Godin the form , 
 allniel 


it may be big with acknowledgment of their Plenty 

2 ly 27d what good they will do wich it ; butthe nexcr 
4.44. neighbour ( where Intereſt is not in the bottom ) thae 
"1; COmes td try them a few days, for leſsthen the tithe 
þþ Of what lieth ſecure in their Chriſt : Yer, iclies ſo 
l neartheir heart, that 8n excuſe of near affinity to a 
xj Jown right Lie, ſhall block upthe way; and becauſe 
*.; Conſcience ſhall ſay little, it ſhall be ſmothered with 
one excuſe or other, like theſe, Charity begins ac 
home. I know not how ſoon I may want it my ſelf, &c. 
vW*: Laſtly, Such whoſe care is more accidental then 
10, habicual, may be kgown by this mark alſo, chey can 
4 well diſpenſe with a conniviavce what Religion they 
are of, when it will probably tend to the leſſening 
® their trade or reputation among men , not mattering 


7 Or minding the loſs, may hence accrueto Religion; 
= nhile 


' . 
| 
| 


252 Signs of a Dying or decaying Chriftian, 
while ſome cried, Lord lift thouup che light of thy lis 
Countenance upon us; others cry, who wilt ſhew us joy! 
any good. Theſe are ſuch under theſe marks, as gf 
meaſuring themſelves by themſelves; fay they are = 
ſpiritnally rich, and have need of- nothing, while they hoyit 
are wretched, miſerable, blind and »aked. Burt 1 ſhall 'L 
paſs co ſome Cauſes of this Decay, briefly what may {4 
be atligned as an occaſion for this defe&, 1. Senfu- on 
ality or living by ſenſe. 2. Accounting Religion by | 
halves, or thinking the form without power | 
ſufficient. 3. Low appreltenfions of an hereafter , 
ſtare. Senſnality or living by ſenfe, Faith and ſenſe are |; 
Gire& oppolites: where the one dwells, the other 
cannot dwell; one will have dominion, and ſenſe 
peaks loudelt here, and thinks all well while Trade 
proſpers5 Soxl rake thine eaſe. My reſtis in preſence 
in;oyments , I find and feel ſweetneſs there, more 
then in all hereafter promiſes. Preſent poſſeſſions 
pierce the ſenſes more, then all that can be faid of 
Heaven it ſelf. 

From hence men have no more obligation to be 
Religious,then what ſerves Intereſt and ſuits with opi- . 
nion : for take but away Faith in a happinets to come; 
and you have no more hold to make you God-like, 
then adrowning man that hath catched a Reed, as 
the next ſhift to keep him from ſinking. 

Secondly, Accounting Religion by halves, or think- 
ing the. form withour power ſufficient. This bath 
and doth carry many Souls Captive, and placeth them 
upon 2 groundleſs confidence, ' taking part for the rh 
whole, a large profeffion without poſſeſſion, crying | 
louder, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the 
Lerd. Then he who indeed can moſ? ſo approve him- 
ſelf 1:0 God. It is Satans device to keep any back 


from the form of Religion, for the form _— 
E 
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L ho be, and is honourable in its place ; alſo his malice co 


wr; cauſe any reſt onely herein che form, both muſt go 
be together ſhell and kernel ; empty baggs will nor pur- 
i U chaſe Lands, Lord we have eat at thy T able, and thou 
; * haſt taught in our ftreets, and in thy name Wwe have done 
ria! 2 wonderful works. Depart ( ſaith Chriſt ) for 
1 W all this you are workers of iniquity, You are preat 
Tr ſayers, but little doers, Behold the days come [aith the 
pal Lord, that 1Wwill puniſh all them that are circumciſed 
I ith the uncircumciſed, Edom, Moab, and Ammon, 
| for all theſe are uncircumciſed in fleſh, and the houſe of 
| Iſrael are uncircumciſed in beart, Jer. g. 25, 26, From 
7 hence its moſt clear, that Form and Power muſt g0 

7 together . and woe be to one when alone. 
But Thirdly, Another cauſe why a godly Life and 
"4 Chriſtian conyerſation is more accidental then habi- 
\- | tual may bethis, Low apprehenſions of an hereafter 
wy ſtate. When thoſe two preat truths Heaven and 
{ Hell are not belicyed to be in cheir verity, nor ſo ap- 
prehended, where remotely believed, as the greateſt 
00% of glory or good, and the preateſt of woe or bad. 
) It bath like effeRts upon ſuch ſubjeRs as the Angels 
| mefſage had upon Lors ſonsin Law, they preach, up 
i get you hence, for the Lord will deſtroy this place. 
# But all ſeemed cothem like Idle Tales, they believed 
not the meſlape, till they felt the flames; and now 
it is too late, the Sermon is ended, and the ſeaſon is 
| Over, Notbing keeps a Chriſtian in his firſt heat like 
the maintaininglarge apprehenſion of hereafterGlory; 
For Jon had compaſſion of me in my bonds, and took joJ- 
WM fally the ſpoiling of your geeds ; ( Whence came this 
preat change ) Know in yorr ſelves that you bave in 
Heaven, « better and an eduring [nbftavce. Heb.10.3 4. 
I ſhall leave this to conſideration, and fo paſs tothe 
35th, Sign of dying to Godlineſs. — 
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STE IP fures 


Setting forth the different ends of labour for Temporal uid 
and true bread, that is, to be inonreje, and that, 
our calling #s wot to take 1 off our high calling, \;j ,, 
ith three Cauſes why Care for neceſſaries, prevail \;4 th 
beyond care for neceſſities. i ſon 

mt 
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pb B 
Hew care for your body is uſually miſt 14 » 
pleaſant, and care for your ſonl uſually nid: 
moſt irkſome. | hit 
The light of the underſtanding is now certainly 
grown very dim, when chief careruns in the wrong i \ 
Channel, As theSoul. concern is mach more of true i : 
value then the body, ſo it calleth for much more of 'e» 
our, ſervice. But it may be very meet, firſt, to 2x- ling 
plain cheſe two terms in the Sign, Soul and Body , by * 
Soul here I would be underſtood, whole man confi- 
dered in his Reſurre&Qion ſtate, and by Body, whole * © 
man in his preſent fate. No man except he bea 
Bruit, but believerh thar he ſhall be as compleatman Ul « 
in Body, Soul, and Spirit hereafter (though firſt "on 
worms may eat his fleſh ) as he is at his beſt tate , ſo * 
here now for preſent, | | te 
Bue farther. By Soul and Body I would alſo be un- !ine 
derſtood, Man conſidered as one that knows he ſhall vl 
live buta few years at moſt here, and after this life is Wi 
ended, ſive in ſpiritual joy or Torment hereafter. 
This premiſed, here are two parts to be provided for, '' 
and chit as matter of Dnty, one is a temporal parts ob 
[6 


1 
" 


| 
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© | the other is an eternal parc. Food and Raiment we 


owe as a dew Debt, which both Cod and Natore re- 
quires us to pay ; and to that end it is as lawful co take 


care by induliry, to earn wapes {or thereliet of Na- 
tures neceſſities, as it is to ayoid Poiſon, for fear it 


| ſhould annihilare the whole man. Hence it is called 


in Scripture, a Labour, and the hand of the diligent is 


o ſaid to make rich, and Jdleneſs to cloth with Raps. 


And therefore ſ:ith our bleſſed apoltle. we hear there 
gre ſome among Jon are Idle, not working at all, New 
them that are (uch, we command and exhort by our Lord 
teſws Chrift, that with quietn:ſs they work and eat their 
on Bread. 1Thel. 3. 11, 12,, And he that provi- 


ja 


heun- the ſweet profit thar follows this labour in conjunction, - 


h ſure © 


deth not {cr his own, namely, them of bus Family hath 
denied the Faith , and Worſe then an Infiacl. All 
this, it muſt needs be granted torbids $/orhfulneſs and 


nh [wakes him Brother to a great waſter, So that Chriſt 


Jeſus when he fajch in Fehn 6. 27, Labour not for that 
mat that periſheth, but for that meat which endureth 


tv everlaſting life, doch not prohibit labour for pe- 
-|iſhing Meat { ro more then his ſaying, he was not 


ſent but to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 7/-ael, in- 
[tends not any benefit, ar any time to the Gentiles ) 
{but corre&s that grand exrream, in our roylingto 
{early up riſing, and late going ro bed, and eating che 
{bread of carefulneſs from a wrong Principle, and by 
|t wrong end; that is, not ſo labouring in the plea- 
; induſtry, becauſe God commands it, ( which 
s the right Foundacion of all Action ) But becauſe of 


with a covetous deſire co be great, rather then good, 


lei kicable to thar Spiritin Chriſts time, Ferily / ſay un- 


/ 
” \ 
x. 1! 


je - Put berauſe ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 


" 


=; ye ſeek me net, becanſe ye [aw the miracles, 


This alſo appears, may be roa wrong end, for _ 
lels, 


-— mu» ew cxoc = 
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leſs, Gods end is, that men labour that they main: .noſt 
tain good works for neceſſary uſes, it being more for tt is 
Gods honour to give, then to receive. Now tolabour ' wher: 
for periſhing meat, for meats ſake onely is below the yd C 
principle of a Heaven-born man, who doth all by ja:ds, 
Rule, and for che ſake of the Ruler, But again, as' fate 
labour is commanded and Jaudable for periſhung things, jp 0 
in its place, the wiſdom: of a Chriſtian; and indeed ,, \; 
his Intereſtlies in this, to ſort his Jabour co his work, 1 Souls 
God hath given man here, a Calling or Trade, and fir 
a high Calling or more noble Trade. The firftisto x thi 
work with ſuitable diligence for neceſſarics or things at af 
that we cannot well want, as to onr well being, the yd Cc 
ſecond is, to work for neceſlitiesor things that muſt nol h 
be, without which our being is raken away , we may ls Spj 
live fora ſittle without common bread, and wecan low « 
but die to the Grave for want of the frait of the field, lice 
but for want of true Bread, We ſhall periſh or be tor- \ indy 
mented in Hell to all Eternity, So that our bleſſed in © 
Lord, rebukes that extream in his words to Xartha, ud pr 
who doubtleſs did weil in her place, had ſhe ſtood od Al 
there ;. for ſhe was waking ready Chriſts Dinner, but ju 
layeth out her ſelf morerclten the ſervice of right could then \ 
call for, which occfions theſe words of Chriſt, M@- uf / 
tha, Flartha then art carefl and troubled about me thed x 
»y things, but one thing zs needful, She was over- of adt 
cumbred, or took too much pains, too much of. het of To 
Spirit and Meditation bended that way , ſhe left little þ cr; 
or RO room for better thonghts, but was givcn up of bg 
it were to mind this, while a matter ſo weighty, call lpme 
for the whole of our ſirength and might. Thos foal hangs 
ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with al py, ;; 
thy ſcul, and with all thy might. Whey 

Now this extream, reduceth Chriſtians to thisdy- (yy, 
ing frame, And from hence, care for rhcir bodies 8 gy f 
| m0 
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mat” moſt pleaſant, and care for their ſouls moſt painful, 
eſte | that is, days in one, is lefs irkſom then hours in the 
| other, Bur I ſhall ſpeak more of this in che Cauſe 
In the and Cure, Which may be reduced to theſe three 
lh heads, 1. Tgnorance what a frail body in its beſt 
un, 8 eſtate we thus labourfor, 2. Want of underſiand- 
Wing, ing of what a real worth a ſouls weal is hereafter. 
Indeed 3, Want of underſtanding of the irrepairable woe of 
| a Souls loſs hereafrer. | 
Firſt, Ignorance what a frail body in its beſt eſtate 
we thus labour for, If the husband-man' was ſure 
Cs! that after all bis royl of Plowing, Harrowing, Tillage, 
P th and Coſt, an Enemy ſhould Reap, it would certainly 
batmil! cool his courage, and take off that edpe that whets ori 
wel his Spirit, in good hopes to enjoy a defirable Crop, 
wea How eaſily may this propoſition be reduced into pra- 
be full | Rice > How many careful Soxl- Robbers, while world- 
ly induſtrious Fathers, toyl early and late, to ſet that 
ſon on horſe-back, who rides but the faſter, to enrich 
ind puff up with Pride the young, up ſtare Tavern 
ind Ale-houſe owner ? How many greedy Husbands, 
ner, thar grudged themſelves reſt in the night, crying, 
tht colſyhen will it be day, that they may add honſe to houſe, 
, M#\erd land to land, and when a fair poſſeſſion js thus 
wt m'nked ropether, then comes Death and arreſts them, 
xs ove and admits a ſtranger to enioy what they thus Swear 
chef Wind Toyled for; the like may be aid of the miſera- 
lfclitl ble ſcraping Mother, that robbeth her Servants back 
yenupi nd bowels with pinching Hunger, all which in juſt 
ity, 4 jadpment ro her, is but laid up for a ſtranger.. Theſe 
This #8 Inſtances the wiſe preacher comments upon Feel. 4.8. 
[pith® There is one alone, and there ts not a ſecond, yea be hath 
' either Child noÞ Brother, yet u there no end of all his 
o thif-| bour, neither is his ege ſatisfied with Riches, neither 
ho! ath for whom he dath labour ana bereave hi Soul of 
m0 
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Good. Thru ts alſo Vanity, yea tt 15a fore T, ravet; ficdy 
2nd for remedy, the ſame Preacher doth apply this, zyor 
ſaying, There is nothing better for man, then that he |gatt 
ſponld Eat and Drink, and make bis Soul enjoy good ,npht 
in his labour ,, this alſo | ſaw that it was from the hand (lt 
of Ged. ; ;the re 
Secondly, Wan: of underſtanding what a real worth yy, « 
2 Souls weal is hereafter. Who if he knew what he yE Ll 
did, would loſe the bleſſed company of Almighuy ce 
God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the holy Spirit, the iGul 
elet Angels, and glorified Saints for ever and ever, 
And this exchange to be made for fo corruptible a y}, 
thing as Gold and Silyer, which God doth not forbid y yz 
in its uſe, but abuſe, while we keep it under asaj(od 
Servant, and not let it raign as a King, it 1s allow. | yl 
=ble; But to do good ava to communicate. Forgtt gobble 
net forthivith (mch Sacrifices, God us well pleaſed. your 
And for this very end is ſnbſtance Jent us, not tO yin 
ſpend upon our Luſts, would we therefore be re-yy | 
covered from this Decay, where it is begun, orgrq þ 
prevent it where like ro come : We mult then la-yyer 
bour with all our might ſor an enlightened under-, Ga 
ſtanding in the precious worth of a ſaved Soul , 
this was the pitch unto which che holy Apoſtle in 
his primitive love for the Epheſian Church. Chap; 
I6. 18, reached after, wherefore, [ ceaſe nt to 
give thanks for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers, that the eyes of your underſtanding being 
enlightened, that ye may know what u the hope of hu 
calling, ard what the riches of the glory of his inheri« 
tance among the Saints, Oh ! Could we but con- 
ceive what a g4in it is, for ourSouls to dwell with 
God ſor ever, we would omit no care and diligence to 
make our calling and election ſure, 


Thirdly, 
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;/ Thirdly, Want of underſtanding of the irrepair- 

able woe of a Souls lofs hereatter, that loſeth God, 
and getteth Damnation. Tell me Chriſtian, whoin 
his right wits, would 5c early, and ſit »p late, and 
toyl all the year, like the Egyptian Brick: makers ; 
for the reward of a tortaring Death, or to be Saws 
aſunder, or Roſted ona Grid-Iron ? How much worſe 
$#HELL? Theloſsofa SOUL cannot be valued, 
no price can be ſet againſt it, nothing but the þ/cod 
of God could redeem it; and therefore ſaith our 
" Lord, What ſhall it profit a man to gain the whole 
Ml Forld, and looſe his 6'vn Soul, or what ſhall a 
man give in exchange for hs Soul, The Wiſcom 
of God could find no price to purchaſe a Soul our 
; of Hell in this World, therefore is the loſs irre- 
pairable; and yet for this woeful ſtate do many 
Labour. and weary themſelves to commit Iniquity ;; 
daring God to damn them, as if their Jedgmenc 


ſlept, or Damnation ſlumbered, Now the good 
0, © Lord bleſs theſe three Caurios to every conſiderate 
1 + Reader; and ſs I paſs to the 36th, Sign of dying 
to Godlineſs. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


Proving ſolemn and ſet times of Meditation, one eſſen- 4" 


tial to the being of Chriſftiamty ;, ſhewing of what 
efficaſie to our beginning, perſevering, and ending 
in Godline(s Meditation ts, With Direttions con what, 


Four Objefts we are to place our Meditation; alſo \W. 


ſhewing three bleſſed advantages it brings, with a 
deſcription what right Meditation ts, and direttion 
aboxt fitteſt: time and place for this excellent Sogl- 
enriching work, 


SI GN. XXXVI, 


w 


of God, 

How eflential Meditation is, not onely to a Chriſti- 
ans well being bur to his very being, may appear 
upon deep enquiry , it being one of the great leſſons 
God gives in charge to his redeemed, expeQing they 
ever Continue ja the pradice of fo preata blcſling , 
infomnch, that no ſianer can be ſaid to begin well, 
_ orrightly break off his ſins by Repentance under God, 

bac by the means of Meditation. Till a tout-hearted 
Rebel begins to ſtand i'll, andto think, whatamlT a 
doing ? Whither am [ a going? What will be the end 
oF this my ſinful Trade? There isno hopes of Refor- 
mitton, therefore ſaith God of 7eſaram, They are a 
WNation woidof Councel, neither ts there any nnderſtand- 
27 18 them, oh that they were wiſe , that they unacr- 
fFood this, that they wantd confider their: latter end, 

that 


Hen you are much a flranger to the prafii-. | 
cal part of Meditation on the word and works 
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that is, that they would bur ponder or meditate ©n 
the dreadful effets that will follow this their way and 
doings. In the 5o Pſalm, you have a notable priſſage 
added, as the effencialleſt remedy to a dolerui com. 
plaint. verſe 19, 20, 21. T how giveſt thy mouth to 
evil, thy Tongne frameth deceit, thog ſitteft nd [heake 
eft ag ainj* thy Brother, and ſlandereſt thine own 10- 
thers Son. Theſe things haſt thou don* and ] kept 6. 
lent, thou thonghteſt 1 was altogeth:r ſuch an wn? as 


; ah] thy ſelf. $0 that here ic isclerr, they had ſinned nn- 


der ſuch Agpravacions as had turned them into ver- 
fect Atheiſme, they clioughe God like themſelves. 
Well, here is the diſeaſe, and it 1s next to Mortal, 
What is the remedy God in mercy prelcribes ? wr: 
22. Now confider this, ye that forget God, leſt T tar 
Jon in pieces; There is but one medinm between y 01 
and utcer defolation, and that is, ſtand (till, and be- 
think your ſelves, before my fury break forth lice 
fire that none can quench, 

Left. But why is Meditation ſo powerful an advan. 
tage © the reforming a Rebel to God, 

AnſW. Becauſe fone bur ſuch as are ſtark Mad, 
ont of their Wits, will runinto a Caldron of Boyling 
Ol, which will certainly deſtroy rhem in an !n:;an. 
Thus do they and much worſe, chat run in a way of 
ſin, and to Meditate or conſider whither they are run- 
ning, is the effeRualleſt way for Remedy; ard 
indeed that withour which remedy can never come. 

But Secondly , As it is impoſſible to begin well, 
except this rule of Meditation be ſubmitted unto. In | 
like manner, itisimpoſſible to continue in well doing, 
without continuing in this Duty of Meditation, not 
now and then by fits and pgirds, but all the day long, 
Foſh. 1. $. This book of the Law, ſhall not depart ont 
of thy month, bat thou ſhalt meaitate tiarein day and 
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niohnt, ( mark rhar ) and why day and night ( mark in, hi 
tiar alſo ) that thor maift ekſerve to ao according to all $00 v* 
that is written therein, and then ſhall all thy way be | 
proſperous, and then ſhalt have good ſucceſs. 

Leſs then this is not caught hence, That Meditation | 
dav and night on the word and works of God, is the jul 
onely means to keep up iN its vigour and burning, 
beams, the glorious and defirable apprebentions of 
God, and longings with increaſes after God. Itsa | 
Ducy carries with it ſo much of true Dignity, that 
nothing but Ignorance keeps Chriſti;ns from being | 
raviſhed with defire after it. What brings the hearr 
to God, but Mediration ? What makes (in continue ; 
to appear ſinſul, but Meditition ? What keeps up af- 
fe%jon to God, but Meditation ? W hat makes grace 
and glory continue tQ appear amiable, bur Meditation ? 
What makes Goſpel-ordinances the way to Glory 
appezr eaxfie and light, though to tte fleſh otherwiſe 
hurdenom, but Meditation ? In a word, its eſſential 
ro our ending well, without which we can never per. : 
ſevzre wich that true cour2ge, and conſtant ſerenity. : 
V/hen David comes to defcribe the true bleſſed man, 
he tells us, its one that in Gods Law doth meditate 
diy and night; his makes him like a Tree, planted 
by the River ſide, winc! bringeth forth histruit in his 
ſeaſon, whoſe Leaf coth not {ade, and whatſoever he 
doth ſhall proſper. To bea firanger here, then, muſt 
necd; render us ina dying frame. By this timel traſt 
you are convinced of the neceflity of continual Medi- 
ration from the conſideration of the adyantage or loſs | 
by doing or omitting. 

It may be asked now ſeeing Meditation muſt be con- 
fant day and night, on what Objets muſt this v.e- 
dirztion be placed? 


Py W% < 


eA nſw | 
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(at | 4»/w, Firſt, On Cod, Let your Meaitation be 
gal | r11ced on God, as the Fountain of your all , eye him 
wb |in this Duty, as the Founder of that vaſt fabrick of 
 \Heaven, Earth, the Seas, andall that liveth in them: 
on | Secondly, On the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Let your 
1s the [| Meditation be placed, remembring from what glory 
mn; | he .came for your ſakes, what curſe he cook upon him 
Ions of | for your ſakes ; and what he is now performing by 
81 | way of Mediatorſhip for your ſakes. 
'f that Thirdly, On your Duties and Frailiies meditate, 
deg | p/al. 119 15. 99, 1 will meditate on toy precepts, thy 
bear Teftimonies are my Meditations, Lord ! what ts Man, 
DNL that thou art minaful of him, or the Son ef Van, 
Up | bat thon wiſiteſt him; Perily, every Man in his beff 
$ gra (fate, 75 altogetber vanity. Lord make me to know 
ation! | yy ed, and the meaſare of my days, what i? is, that 
Glory ] may know how frail 1 am, 
erviſle | Fourthly, Medicate on the ordinances you practice, 
Nentia | gr have ſubjeRed unto, Let no command paſs you 
erper- | without a ſerious ſight, by a pondering Meditation 
renlty, [into the ſpiritnal Author, Uſe, and End of chat com- 
I man, | mandment, We looſe the Spirit or Marrow of many 
ine | a duty and priviledge, for want of a narrow enquiry 
lanted | into the meaning ofthat duty, it was cafie for //-ae/ 
tins toperform the ſervices yearly, ſome hundreds of yezrs 
er he | afcer che Inſtitution, and never the better if they did 
,, mul | omit enquiriog into the uſe and end of thoſe ſervices, 
eltnlt | by way of Meditation. | 
Med Go not to any ſolemn duty, as Prayer, hearing 
orſob the word Preached, reading the holy Scriptures, the 
Lords-Supper, Faſting, or any other ſolemn part ot 
em | Gods worſhip , without ſolemn meditation whither 
xc you are going, and why ; and ſo doing, then God 
will bleſs you with the inſtituted end of thoſe appoint- 
K - | ments you are in the praftice of, Fut it may bc wm 
y , 
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ed again, what is meant by praQiical Meditation, and jt 
when that muſt be performed. | 
Anſwv. By praQtical meditation is meant a reducing jy, 
univerſals into particulars ; for what is always a duty ill 
in thegenera], muſt to Keep 1t alive in the ſpirit of it, ei ic 
be reduced into particulars; elſe a conſtant form, may yl, 
loſe the power, it is therefore doubtleſs, eſſential to ,gitis 
the well being of every Chriſtian, that accordingrto jy ri 
the circumſtances of his condition inthe World, he | ot 
ſer certain time, or times apart, ſuch a day, ſuch a dic 
part of that day on purpoſe afide, from all wordly, if t 
or religious buſineſs elſe, onely to this ſerious prafi- gy ſe 
cal work of Meditation on ſome one, or ſuch like ,,qif 
paſt particalars premiſed already. The next queſtion Fo , 
may be. _ 
Duet. 4. But why muſt we thus meditate, asto , ,, 
obje&, ſubjeR, and Time. | wan 
Anſw. Firſt, Becauſe it will mate it become habitu- ,,. 
al y pleaſant & delighcful.Secondly,Becauſe irwill make, | 
it become perpetually profirable. Thirdly, Becauſe, ., 
at all times, and in all conditions, doing every work , 
in a dew deliberate weight of Meditation , brings hines 
Heaven to usin the earneſt of it, before it carry us:0 
Heaven in the full poſſeſſion of ir. A fifth queſtion ;, 
may be this, | 


Oxzejt. 5. But what is this Meditation, thar is ſo wh. 
highly extolled fo uniyerfally eſſential and profitable ? tked 


And how muſt we fetaboutit, and when may we be ward 
{aid to bein the practical part of it? thi 
Az, It is not the bzre thinking on truths, and rowling ;\, 

them in the underſtanding, and memory,by way of pro "þ 
and cov, with a common acceptance, from a common J, 
apprehenſion of truths neceſſary uſefulneſs , becauſe a by 
thus may perions imploy their cogitations without any |, " 
NT a ISLES rooted qo 
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rootd adyantape , and thus far and farther, undoubt- 
edly went the chorny ground hearers, for, they heard 
Geds word, and anon With joy received it, which could 
7 |not be without ſome over-atts of Meditation. Bur 
they did not ſo Chew upon it, asto turn all the facul- 
ties of Soul, into the Image or lixeneſs of ir. There- 
fore as 1t is not this, ſo by way of Affirmation ; Ve... 
ditation rightly conſidered, It is to bring eſſential 
truths about certaia Salvation, or certain Damnation 
[into price, 

»| For if the truth of theſe, in their moſt compre. 
* \henfive ſenſe poſſibly attainable inco Credence, be 
** \not premifed as a forerunner co prepare way for this 
Jac þleffed gueſt Meditation. It will have but like accep- 
tance as a King, in the habitand Equipage of a Coms- 
, 80 yo 2an ; becauſe though really a Kixg of great 

. [eſtate and dignity 3 yet being not ſounderitood by us, 

baditt\ 16cts not with thac reception from us ; fo Meditati- 


Widen when right, it is a carrying truths from the Head, 


beak gon to the Heart and calling into a moſt ſolemn 
7 wal Councel, all the Powers of the Soul, retired into the 
dy! Cabinet of Conſideration from every other debate 
'80' 0} buſineſs whatſoever, and a continuance till it turns 
eſti (like the Churming of Milk ) all its crutch into thy 
. | Blvod and Spirits, and from thence into life and pra- 
| b Rice; Juſt as the contemplation of the wicked, upon 
ide” wicked obje&s, makes them burn with Luſt in their 
Wk {ward man, tilla vent into ation , it hath paſlige ; 
, they think of, or meditate on wicked objects in the 
row; he, and when the Morning awakes they act it. 
OP ?/2}. 34. I ſhall explain this right Meditation, what 
0 iris, by this experienced ſimilitude ; A Certain Man 
hea bath an Arm or Leg fallen into flight hurt, which 
- being uriconcerned about, it feſtereth, and fo breaks 


bis reſt nighc and day, thatits now high time to _ 
or 
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for advice, which upon view of the premiſes, tells 
him, this Member muſt be cut off, or his Life muſt 7. 
ay for it; this ſorely amuſeth the Man: on one for 
band he feeleth Anguiſh and Fears, the Iſſue on the gle 
other hand, he dreads the extremity and loſs of Saw. ger 8 
ing off a Member ; upon the whole, he enters into oh 
ſuch a deliberate conſideration or meditation, as you *3 q 
may well imagine, takes in the whole councel of his 7 
inward parts; and from ſenſe of pain on one hand, 
and danger on the other hand, his vital heat is fo rg 
augmented, that upon the whole, a reſolution is taken ug 
to ſubmit himſe!f co the parting with that Member, Run 
neer and dear, in value, beyond a Kingdom, rather girl 
then bazard Life , this is the trueſt motive. Gainof Sl 
Heaven in its magnificent Good, or portion of Hell wn k 
among the Damned, in its intollerable Bad, callsall bv 
the powers of the Soul to praQtical Meditation, and al Hea 
this is that that yon may call RTGHT MEDIT A« ivict, 
TION, Sotihat it is not a bare thinking, or meer Now 
imployment of the Brain, or improvement of the me- le of ( 
mory , from the apprehenſion of Truth, as Truth Pte, 
barely, bur as effentially good, and the one thing barden 
needful, without which, the perſon muſt periſh, thac b be x 
gives not true acceptance or entertainment to this ll com 
powerful Duty in the underſtanding. | terefore 
neſt, But it may now be asked, what may be the tat 
fitteſt time and place for the performance of this great nd Banc 
Duty of Meditation > lequent 
Anſw. [ts certainly needful that Chriſtians pitch h a 
their ſet time, ſo the work be done, anda timebe &is de 
allotted for the work, God in mercy to the various 9s | 
| conditions of Chriſtians, hath not limited it to juſt % vor 
this or that day, or hour. Butfrom hence lets beware lkre ſ 
of omiſſion, the time being at our choice, doth not Utkings, 


allow a prohibition ef the Duty, bur rather calls for 
a 
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' 2 more generous reſignation to the Duty, if a man 
hath done you a ſignal kindneſs , his leaving thank. 
ful acknowledgment to your choice, as to time and 
meaſure is no Argument to damp your Spirits, bur 
| rather animate them to the more noble return, And 
now baving reſolved upon the ſet times, and that no- 
ag common ſhall alter you. The next work is to 
ſay: ſomething about the firreſt place for this Service ; 
But firſt pive me leave to adviſe you in Humility, to 
be frequentin this work ; do notlet your times be of 
longs diſtance, leſt that occafion ſirangeneſs, or a 
freezing of. the AﬀeRions, and make thee alſo leſs 


«4 apt or skilful in it, which in time, may endin cooling 


thy Spirits to that degree of barrenneſs, that ar 
ſength its wholly become a burden without delight, 


"Y and ſo what once wasa Soxl-raiſing Doty after God 


{ and Heayen, is by this means become a Soul-lothing 
Service, 
Now as to the fitteſt place for this Duty, the exam- 


'| ple of Chriſt Jeſus, is certainly our beſt rule in this 


| matter, who was wont often to be retired into ſome 
Garden, Mount or other ſolitary place, ark 1. 33. 


| 4 £0 be retired from ſight and noiſe, and converſe with 
; all company, is doubtleſs fitteſt place to meet God , 


therefore it is ſaid of 7ſack, be went forth as he was 
wont at the evening Tide. Oh! the rich advantage 
and Banque: that this prepares for us in its ſolemn and 
frequent uſe. None knows it but ſuch as have felc it 
by experience; and all ſuch will with me conclude, 
he is deeply a dying to Godlineſs , that is a ſtranger 
to this praQical part of Meditation on the word 
and works of God. I ſhall paſs this: Conſider what 


p. I have ſaid, and the Lord give you nnderſtandirgin 


all chinps, Amen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 
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CI 


Shewing that in the true belief of the truth of Heaven e 
and Hell, reſts the Authority of Religion, and what |, | 


Torturing Deaths many have chearfully cheſert for . 11 


th three Cauſes why ſome de» mie 


the ſake of Heaven, wi 


ca) in this ſpiritual frame. | , url. 


SIGN. XXXVIL. my 


Wy Hen Communication about Heavens Foy _ 
and Hells Terrour, bath lefs Laſting empreſ- va Pri 
fron in Duties of Obeatence to God and Man, then x vi 


as olds PY/irves Fable, (own, | 
In the true belief of theſe two great truths, reſts gnok 
the Authority of Religion, rake the ſenſe of them Pri 
away, and you take away the hedge of Government, ome |: 
and Bounds ot C::riſtianity : I would not be Religi- tele ci 
ous, and deny my felf of che pleaſing and profitable bth he 
Objeas, ſaith many, were it not thar I believe there recite 
's a Heaven of Foy Eternal, and a Hell of Terrour fuſed 
Eternal to come: Whar elſe indeed is Religion, ny pre 
Jan 1s born to Tronble, hu Life but a Span? hat Prince 
can carry him above this but converfing with the tis nd 
Joys co come. A Barren anprehenfion of this, leads wire. 
co che height of Achesſm, and turas us Bruitiſh. Here- ple 
after good, is ſo defirableinits feif , that 1c hath carri- 
ed many beyond themſelves, ro theſe pafſ1ges of obe* 
Gience in doing and ſuffering, that are next ro a mira- 
cle; irſomuch, that to admiration, perſons have gi- 
ven themſelves over as a free choice to thoſe Tortaring 
Deatns, which nothing but the belief of a God, on 
cue 
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the Tr.thof an hereafter enjoyment with him, could 
have lead them too; Abraham was carried Captive 
' | upon this very Pillar. Heb. 11. 9, 10. By the belief 
| of this great Truch of hereafter glory ; he ſojourned 
in the Land of a promiſe, as in aftrange Conntrey, 
dwelling in T abernacles, with Iſaac axd Jacob, Heirs 
with him of the ſame promiſes, Now, whence was 
this, that he ſhould be a Stranger to his own, in a 
Land of Liberty ; the ſame Spirit that reports it, gives 
for our Learning, the reaſon of it, namely, Becauſe 
he locked for a City, which hath Foxndations, whoſe 

| builder and maker 5 God, Moſes while a Child, was 
inveſted with Royal Priviledges, and choſen che adopt- 
ed Son of the Kirgs onely Daughter, wanting nothing 
that a Princes Court could beſtow ; and it we may be- 
lieve Hiſtory, was not hxe to be long without the 
Crown, having the chief aff2Rion of the apparent Air, 
yet no ſooner comes he to underſtanding of that pre.. 
ſent;jPrincely Glory, 1n-competition with what was to 
| come hercafcer, and finding one could not ſandunder 
| theſe circumiunces with the other; what upon this 
doth he do? werſe 24, 25, 26. of the Chapter be. 
fore cited; By faith Moſes When he Was come to years, 
| refnrſed to be called the Son of Pharaohs Danghter, A 
yery great piece of ſelt.denial; what! Refuſe tobe 
a Princes Son? But that 1s not all, for he inthis loſs, 
reſts not a Negative Sufferer, But chooſeth rather to 
endure Afﬀiftion with th: People of Ged, then to eng y 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, Well ! Heleaves the 
> | Court, and now betakes himſelf to the Sociery of a 

| contemiptible company of poor 7/rae/ites, thar ſerved 

& Pharaohs Task-maſters, and were uſed with Rigour, 
mf 2roaning under their Burdens and Bondage ſo much, 
of and relief to viſibility ſo far off, that God onely muſt 
bring Plagues and Miracles upon the Land of Eg ypt, 

Or 
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or no deliverance can be ſcen any way to come at this yd 
junRure of affairs, and under theſe circumſtances, nſw 
he eſteemeth the reproach for Chriſt, greater Riches then vi, Fo 
Epypts Treaſxre ; and the Argument of all this, lies ſs 
in theſe words, For he had reſpett to the recompence of Waligh 
Reward, about which, if he had nor had corſiderable picef 
communings , he could never underitandingly haye jibe 
made himſelf ſo deſpicable with that affe&ionate wald nt 
choice ; as great a Teſtimony of che prevelency of :litle f 
this great Argument of hereafrer }oy , webhave alſo ſhe cat 
in the 25th. verſe, of ſome that were Torrured, nor ne God 
accepting deliverance, Tortured, Imagine tiey were yrove 
drawn with 1/i1d- Horſes, Limb irom Limb, or Saws ul yove 
aſunder, or laidupon a Hot Grid- Jrev, or run through je Tel 
being alive, witha ſtake fixed in the Ground, ortied 18, 14 
up by the Hair of the Head to a Tree, till famiſhed {Hex 
with }unger, or thrown into a Veſſel of Boyling- r threat 
Ol, or pulled in pieces with Fot Pixcers, Or 1un wants 
through with Hot-/rovs ; and at the Inſtant of all wſ. 
theſe cruelties, had deliverance offered uponconditi» ids this 
ons, eafie to the fleſh thus mangled, yet d:d not con- leayred 
ſent to be freed from theſe cruelties, that they might was 
obtain a better Reſurrection, Thus we may beholdas (and 
ina Glaſs, to what a degree beyond themſelyesin do» | gyr 
ing, ard ſuffering perſons were carried out upon ſhorede 
their belief of, and communications about hereafter blatrics 
Glory; and ir-is as evident both in Scripture and Ex- yeljng 
perience, that where che underſtanding isbl.nded to + prot 
rhe knowledge of theſe great truths Heaven and Hell \ gyen 
The Actions of fuck Men and Women, are beyond (p,,, 
common bounds, Buitiſh, or Beaft-like ; For inthe iq, ; 
trit of the Romans, verſe 26. downwards, 'Fheir Uter 0 
Women aid change the natural uſe, znto that which | ed 
egainft Natare, even the Men likewiſe, leaving the I ore f 


withral uſeof th: Moran, burncd in their Loſt onet0* \y 
| Wwalh 
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: Ul ward another, Men With len Working that which re 
"ly | #xſcermly to be named, being filled with all eurighteonſ.. 
ln} neſs, Fornication, Wickeaneſs, Covetonſneſs, M11 als- 
t| cronſneſs, filled with Envy, Aſurder, Debate, Leceit, 
| Malignity, wWheſperers, Back liters, haters of God, 
| Deſpiteful, Proud, Boaftcrs, Inventers of evil things, 
3) ur] diſobearent to Parents; Why bat reeds chic black liſt 
une! would not conclude Hell is broak looſe ? Now upon 
| 2 lirtle. farther enquiry, it will appear this Rellifh 
Tribe catne from blindneſs in their minds zs to the 
true God, verſe 25%, And even as they did «ct like ( er 
approve) to retain God in their knowlcape , therefore 
Goa gave them over to areprobatemind. We h:vea 
8 like Teſtimony ior this, by the Apoſtle St. Pamd, Eph. 
(| 4,18, 19. of fore; who being pat feeling ( the force 
of Heaven or Hell in ihe promiſe of che beſt of good, 
#[0r threatning of the worſt of bad,) gave themſelves 
| over unto Laſcivionſneſs ro work all ancleaneſs with grees« 
I&e/s. And as the grand Cauſe of all theSpirit of God 
adds this, having their anderſtanding darkened, being 
OM diewated from the Life of God, through the Ignorance 
Mthar Was in them, becanſe of the blindneſs of their heart, 
God and Heaven-ward. Let us buta little come down 
to our own experience ; . what dreadful Murders, 
tWhoredoms, Swearing, Damning Oaths, Thefts, 
[Idolatries, Witcherafts, Adulteries, Drunkennefs, 
{Revelling; and a Multicude of other worſe then bealt+ 
kin (like practices are commitred in our Land againſt, - 
v1Þd [and even in contempt of the Promiſes or Threarnings 
nl |'of Heaven and Hel!. fo thatin a word, non-commu- 
inte [nication with theſe two ſtate-; opensthe Door to all 
Tk \manner of Licentiouſnefs, and puts ſuch upon a poſt 
idi baſt ſpeed into the Faws of Hell, of which, they are 
4 'n0 more feelinply aware, then was Lots Sonin Law, 
& \who neyer believed the Flames, till rbey irrecoverably 
ol | T felc 
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felt them to their endleſs Angniſh, from which like (tedenc 
ſtate, the good Lord deliver us. Amen. - p true 
Thus may we read the Bleſſed, and Woeful effec; 1} of 
thar muſt inevitably follow, and do attend a conti- 17%|. 
nued communing with Heaven and Hel, and a conti. wp fi 
nued eſtrangedneſs to ſuch high concerns. And how a4! 
doth this call upon the growiog Chriſtian to donhle his {th hat 
diligence in making the Joys of Heaven, and Torments ſk»f 
of Hell the conſtant objects of his Meditation? And od ſave 
how doth this zlſo beſpeak the Dying Chriſtians ſtate, ftrager 
wretched, Miſerable, Poor, Blind, and Naked, what» (« Egy 
ever thoughts he may have of himſelf, an: calls upon (. 2 
him to Repent, and do his firſt works, by beingin a 
reſtleſs frame of Spirir, till he finds the Joys of Hes- . Second 
ven, and Woes of Hell ; the fervent objects of his Faith rec 
Meditation : otherwiſe, God will moſt certainly re- the dipel 
move his Candleſtick off his place for ever, except he iſkment 
repent, _ binya 
I ſhall now ſpeak of the Cauſes of this Decay in iſhmen 
Godlineſs, namely, why communications about Hea« t, won, 
vens ;oys, and Hells Terrours, hath leſs laſting im- Shephe 
preſſion to duties of Obedience, then an olds Wives wyered 
Fable , and they are three, which being learned, may hit of 
; ſerve as ſignal helps to prevent this Decay, where like lodging 
ro come, or remove it where begun. reachin 
1. Unbelief. 2. Uunaptneſs to praQical Medits war eg 
tion. 3. Indiſpoſedneſs to fervent Prayer. little, 
Firſt, Unbelief. This is ſuch a Soul-ſtarving it, jon, or 
that it barrs up the way of Gods Spirit, from dou had it 
any mighty work upon that hezrr, Thus prepollelt ence 


Heaven, though the chiefeſt good in God, and Heb, lnyrefli 
though the chiefeſt bad, bears no force either tode jrth 
ter or perſwade the Heart where Infidelity dwells. Hence 
AMeat.13.59. And he did not many mighty works 1%tt. lhe gy 
| becauſe of their aunbelief, A 'giving to ny Jein.t limon 
ha” 


. 
| 
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, Credence in his words and works, is the great Inn-lec 
co true Laſting Joy; and calls upon Chriſtians to the 
uſe of all poſhble means chat cheir Faith may increaſe. 

-2 Theſ. 1 3. We are bound to 74ve thanks to God al- 

' Ways for you Brethren , becauſe Jour Faith groweth 

 Exceearngly ,, and the Fuſt ſhall live by bis Faith : thy 
faith hath made thce whole. We have acceſs by Faith, 

T hcs ftandeſt by Faith , by Faith Noah made an :3rþ, 

and ſaved hs  Honſe, By Faith Abraham became & 

Stranger #n the {.and of promiſe; by Faith Noſes for- 

| ſook Egypt, and without Faith, its impeſſible to pleaſe 

wry 4nd he that believeth not, thall be Lam- 
ned, 

Secondly, Unaptneſs to pradtical Meditztion, As 

Faith receives the Truth, ſo Meditationdigeſts it 3 its 

| the digeſture of the Food, that makes it turn to nou- 

riſhment, We loſe the benefit and true advantage of 
many a Sermon, for want of a Churning itinto nou- 
| riſhment by Meditation, Amd at they that heard 


| W| it, wondred at thoſe things Which Was told them by the 


Shepheards. But Mary kept all theſe ſayings, and 
ondered them in her Heart, or zdditted her ſe}fto the 


w habit of Meditation. From herice, her Heart became 


terely alodgiog place for her Lords ſayings. "Nothing turns - 


Preaching into PraRice like this, the great reafon 
dd] next to Vnbelief , why men hear ſo much, and profic 
ſolittle, is want of making what we hear oor Megita- 


tion, or calling into Councel the inward parts, and 


| pondering deeply there. _ pe 
Wt .' Hence COINES A laying co Heart, This makes the 


[ 
B Impreffion take deep Root downwards, and bring 


| 


= 
þ 
- 
7 j 


ett! forth Fruit upwards, 


4d. Hence, became David more wiſe then his Teachers, 
1th Ibave more underſtanding then all my T eachers, for thy 
| Þ, Teftimonies are my Meditation, He gave up himſelf 
Yale | T- 3 to 


4 
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to meditate this carried truth, from his Head to his ,j, ſe 
Hearr. | 

Hence, the bleſſed Father to his Son, x Tim. 4. 15. en 
gives in charge as a molt Soyeraignremedy againſt Ig ,. (+ 
norance, or unprofitableneſsin the Miniſtry, Afedi- icuf 
rate pon theſe things, give thy ſelf Wholly to them, |, 1 
( mark char ) ſo ſhall chy profiting appear to all, ls 

Thirdly, A third Cauſe why communication about |, j, 
Heaven and Hell, hath no more laſting impreſſion, ,, wi 
may be this, Indiſpoſedneſs ro fervent Prayer. When wo 
Truths are believed, and by Meditation taken as is a to 
piece of Raw-meat, and put into the Pot of the Heart, Fe 
and boiled, then comes fervent Prayer, and obrains 
a Bleſling : for all is fanRified by the word of God, 
and Prayer, Thisis a true maxim ; a barren Soul to 
Prayer, is always a barren Soul to Practice, Itis the , , 
Councel of Jeſus Chriſt, if we would be ſecured from Irving 
that fatal ſleep coming upon th: World, Zzke 21. 36. he T 
to watch and pray, mark that always, that we may frati 
be counted worthy to eſcape all thoſe things coming paſſe 
1pon the World, and to ſtand before the Son of Man 9 © 
rhree times together. When Chriſt was about to 
drink bis bitter Cup. Mar. 16. 39. 42. 44. He Went lical 
a little further and fell on ha face andprayed, and he 
went again the ſecond time and prayed, and be went 
again the third time and prayed; And when he was 
about to ſend his Diſciples to Preach the Goſpel, mind WT 
for your Imitation, his Practice. Lyke6 12, And it 
came to paſs in theſe days, that he went out into a Joune ri 
tain to pray, and continned all Night in prayer to God. God 


Mark that, Your Lord is all Nightin aa he to God *. 


}\ « 
UWIGAO 


to obtain a bleſſing for you , How many whole nights 
have you ſpent in Prayer for a bleſſing upon your t, , 
felves ? Its no marvail why you are ſo like Pharaohs 5 


lean Kine, in fruits co God and Man-ward, when you ce 
| are 'ſuln 


i Signs of a Dying or atcaying Chriſtian. 275 

are ſo ſeldom upon your knees in your Cloſet. For 
my Love, they are my Adverſaries ſaith good David: 
but give my felf unto prayer. Pſal. 109. 4. 1 will 
that Hen pray every Where. 1 Tim. 2. 8, Pray with- 
out ceaſing. 1 Theſ. 5. 17. en oxpht always to Pray, 
and not to Faint, Luke 18. 1, Jn every thing by Pray- 
er and Snpplication, with thanksgiving, let your re- 
quefts be made known, Now the Bleſſing of God go 
along with theſe Cautions, and bring them whom to 


,| thy Heart Ames, SO I paſs to the 38th. Sign of 
dying to Godlineſs. 


© —— 


CHAP. XXXVIIL 


Shewing how prevalent to a Chriſt-like Converſation, 
the True thoughts of Heaven and Hell is, Demon- 
ftrating bow much rather the Argument of Chriſts 
paſſion, ought to oblige, Dialogue Wiſe, explained by 
ewo deſpicable Priſquers, pitticd by two pittiful 
Strangers, with three or four helps aſſigned for pra- 
tiical Application. 


SIGN, XXXVIII, 


TI Hen the thawghts of « dying Feſus , for 
your fin, doth little diſſmade you from ar 
unchriſtian Converſation. 
Ga God in his Wiſdom and unſpeakable Mercy, hath 
v*| provided a Body of Bleſſed Arguments, as fo many 
| cords of Love, todeter from ſin, and eblige to Vir- 
| tue; not that he bath need of either our Perſons, or 
| our Services. For the whole Earth t the Lords, and 
a | the fulneſs thereof, Buthe is a God, full of a3 
« £4 "FRF, 
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Pity , taking n0 pleaſure 1 the death of a Sinner, but | jr 
rather that be ſhould turn and Live, hath therefore 4tor 
prepared Heaven as the blefled end of reward, to en-. jeredl 
courave to Virtue, as the way to this end And this this in 
Argument hath proved of Blefſed advantage in all ,, ,,p 
Apes, to encline the heart and will, to make Virtues | upon 
ways, though prievous to the Fleſh, yet deſirable, jftti 
nd as voluntary choice, at that time when attended - 4; 
with hz utmoſt hazard of whatſoever was neer or ; is fac 
dear, events Life it ſelf , parting with, and chooſing 1 
not Death barely in common, but the Torturings of | F 
Death at the ſametime, inthe hope and expeRtation ww 
of this bleſſed Rare hereafter, efbrahan the Father a . 
of the Faithful, ſaw Chriſts day, and was plad, or Ft 
comforted; fo that he accounted himſelf a ſtranger 
in the Land of promiſe, dwelling there in T abernacles 
with Iaac and Jacob, Heirs with him of the ſame pro» 
miſe. The great Argument to this great ſelf-denial,  *. 
lies here, For he looked for a City, which hath Founda- * \" 
tions , whoſe Builder and Maker Was God. N.oſes * Lor, 
choſe AﬀMidion with the 1/-aclites, while in Egyptian 
Bondage Brick-makers, rather then enjoy the plea- 
ſures of Pharaohs Court ; ind that which is very re- de 
markable, this was a voluntary choice. The 1/rae- hab ; 
lites its true, werecompelled to their Task; bur he in #* 
Pharaohs Court, the adopted on of his ovely Daugh- dlige 
ter; and nothing to the Crown it ſelf, thought roo 7 ® 
much for him, had nv manner of reſtraintlay upon IAN 
bim, onely this Argument before premiſed; namely, =. 
This bleffed Load-ſtone of enjoying God in heayenly *** 
places, for ſaith the Text, he endured or gave his nd his 
back toall this burden, as ſeeing him who is inviſible ; ter 
for he had reſpe& to the recompence of reward, lat la 
others had trial of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, yen "neat, 


moreover of Bonds and Imprifonments , they were Fund 
|  Roned: 
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ſb | ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder - others Tortured, 
NU nt accepting aeliverance, All theſe upon this bleſſed 

yl load-ſtone Argument , T hat they might chtain a better 

| Reſnrre:!10n. | | 

i - This io general, but more particularly having refe. 
iy] rence to the body of this Sign of Decay, which hing- 
Wxk| cth upon the Paſſion of our bleſſed Lord, - Shall the 
lk_g] expeRation of future Glory thus enzmour perſons, 

tie) that nothing near or dear to them can ſtand in the way 
ln but is ſacrificed. Andſha'l the ranſom of che Lord , 


y by whom, and through whoſe Grozes and Blood this 
| came, be forgotten, in point of Argument to a holy 
Men Converſation. { God forbid, ) What Mother can look 
upon the Anguiſh of a Dying Son, and be deſticu;e 
{\ Of bitter RefleFions ? Vſhat Child can remember 
x; the paſt Travel and Serrow that did beſet his tender 
| Mother for him in the day when he was Born, and cat 
i Off all Child-like Pity ? Whar Sinner can remember 
{ the inward impreſſion of Grief, that once lay upon 
14 is Lord in the day, when for the finners fin, the 
! ſeverity of God cauſed ( God-Man) the Lord of 
Life, under the heavie ſtroak and mort2] Wound, to 
" Cry out, Ay Soul is exceeding ſorrowfu!, even wnto 
\; Death, ind not in the Majelty of this Argument, 
/ give it prevalent acceptance; to deter from Sin, and 
oblige to Virtne. His Viſage was marred more then 
any mans; he wasdeſpiſed and rejected oi Men A 
MAN OF SORROMWS, .and acquainted with 
 griefs, his Face Spit in, his Hair plucked off, ſtricken, 
B” ſmitten and afflicted, bruifed, wounded, his bands 
and his feet nailed to the Croſs, a ſpear thruit ttkrough 
his tender fide, and ſopreat and bitter was the Agony, 
that lay upon him, that in the anguiſh of his Soul he 
Sweat, great drops of Blood running down to tize 
ground, and all this poor ſinner ſor thee and for me, 
. T 4. For 
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For he was wonnded for our Tranſgrefſions, bruiſed for 
our Iniquities; the chaſtiſement of our peace was laid 
zpon him, and with his Wonnads Wwe are healed ; all we 
like ſheep, have gore aſtray. Wwe bave turned every one ta ' 
his own way ; and the Lord hath laid on him the Iniqui- þ, Er 
ty of 8 all. Oh! What ſinner can wake this the obje& #! * 
of his Meditation on one hand, refle&tinpupon the 'w#? 
bitter Cup this Lord drank ; onthe other hard, re- #9 
fle 3ing on the ſubj:& for whom it was drank; on #9, 
the third hand, refleQing upon the worthine s of the micat! 
Perſon that drank it; and not be melted into Tears, 4d 
crying, My Lord, and my God ! Whatſoever thon Inagi 
commandeſt I will obey, and whereſoever thong ſend. wg ! 
eſt meI will po. But I ſhall ſpeak briefly of theſe, in 8 Det 
order to our Medication, they being truths well wor- tadT 
thy our conſtant conſideration. wer 
 Andfirſt, For the bitter Cup of ſufferings he drank , wugh 
As never manſ-oake, or did like this Man, ſonever «in 
Man ſuffered like him from his Birth to his Death, -a « p! 
ſubje& of Sorrows; His firſt Lodging { though che or 
Son of G2d ) in a Manger, when the Foxes had Holes, \le at 
and the Birds of the Air had Neſts, the Sonof ) an {er : 
had not whereon to I1y his Head , weary with Tra. , b: 
yelling, ſits by a Well, and craves Water, Barley, oſt 
Bread, and a few Fiſhes, great Dainties with the >, 
King of Glory, in a word, a Manof forrowsto his + 
Death, and thar, a Curſed, Painful, Shameful one ; 
taken away by wicked hands, and S$lsin, And ſhall 

not this Meditation deter from ſin, for it pleaſed the 
Lord to Bruiſe hia, and pat him to Grief, elſe muſt 
we have grieved to all Eternity. 

" Secondly, To confider in our hearts for whom he 
drank this bitter Cup; Come Brother ſinner, let us Cx 
reaſon toperher, and look oyer the black Book of | 
Fleart and Life befarc Conyerſion; and :ead what wie 
| | —_ 
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we were, whither a going, with che dreadful Sequel : 
did not grace take place, when we were withonc 
{ firength; the off. ſpring 'of eAmorites and Hittites 
| 52 due time Chrift dyed; for whom, the ungodly Re- 
bels, Enemies in our minds through wicked works, 
haters of God, Covetows, Proud, Foaſters, Inventers 
of evil things, Traitors, Head, High minded, ha- © 
wing eyes full of Aadultry, feet ſwift 0 fked Blood, in 
 aword, Unholy, and fo under Wrath, Kow for 
Explication of this ſelf-reflection to feif-lothing, and 
Uy grace-admiring. 
= Imagine you were arreſted by the hand of Juſtice 
& among Men, and thrown into a loachſom Jail, for a 
- juſt Debt of your own contraRing, and there muſt 
lie and Periſh, being never ableto pay : .{ Samaritan 
ſtranger paſſing by, caſt his eyes upon the Priſon, and 
tk; thiough the Tron-grates ſees a man half Raryed, clo- 
babies thed in Rags; begging the Charity of Strangers zs 
With chey paſs by , this Samaritan draws nearer, ſaying, 
Poor Man ! What is thy Crime? Ah Sir ! I am ike 
{ to lie anda periſh for a Debt I am never able to pay ; 
Water and Bread, Lice an4 Rags is my beſt Compani- 
"i ons, bare Boards, and alittle Straw ; my Lodging in 
'# a moſt noifom Room, I have not had one Morſel of 
wink Freſh-meat this ſeven Weeks, except part of a ag. 
Saul got-eater Sheeps- head; if you will Mr. pleaſe to give 
ve! me a ſmall Snip of Morey, 1 ſhall pray for you all the 
- of days of my miſerable Life, which 1 pray God may 
| not be many more; for I long to be inthe Grave, 
&c, Now at this fight and Speech . the Stranger 
takes pity of him, ſaying, Poor Man ! I ſeethon art 
in a miſerable condition; Suppoſe I ſhould ſend for 
"is thy Creditor, and diſcharge the Debt, and put Cloaths 
Hy On thy Back, and take thee home to my Houſe, and 
” if make thee my ſerying-man, to Rub my Horſe beels, 


4 o 
wh and 
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and tend my Hogs, wilt thou thankfully accept this ,þ t 
offer? Yes Mr. withall my Soul, thus the Debt is guion 
diſcharged, the Priſoner releaſed; his Rags caitaway, {ul 

his Belly and Back clothed, and Home heis carried, (inting 
and a ſweet Lodging provided, and how thankful he oi! 
is for alltheſe Mercies, Let the Reader judge: But gd at 
further, Imagining you were purſued by Hue and WI. 
Cry for Robbery, and Murder, and being ceaſed, je re 
thrown into a Dungeon, your Hands and Feet ſhakled j Cor 
with Irons, at the day of general-aſfize, out youare { yot 
brought to the Bar, there Arraigned, found Guilty,  $ 

Condemned, the day of Execution appointed, the, jis 
Miniſter ſent to acquaifnt you therewith, and he ; reſol 
exhorts to a ſenſe and ſorrow for theſe bloody Crimes. , priſe 
Now the Hands are Wrung, the Heart Smit on, the epaſfir 
looks Ghaftly, in comes the' aged Father and Mother, y, and 


wringing their hands, with Rivers of Tears running jun 
down their eyes, ſo big with Grief that they cannot |, 


ſpeak one word; now the Son foes to meet them, w 


but can ſcarce move for the Soreneſs, and weight of 
rheIrons, yet falls down at their Feer, begs their Par- , ,p 
don, and prayers for his Soul, that with the doleful- ,,,c.q 
fuineſs of the Priſon, noiſe, and ſight of the Irons, re- ,. 
membrance of the bloody Crimes, and that Wednefſ- ,,.. 
day next isthe day of Execution, and this is Monday ; , the 
this their Son, and he muſt be Hanged up by the Neck alone 
till Dead, at laft their Speech is recovered , and thus wi 
breaks forth the ſorrowful Mother, Oh Son ! Would her 
God Thad never born thee, or ſeen thee carryed co Haw 
thy Grave, as ſoon as thou cameſt into the World ; {7 
before half her complaint, ſighs and cears is uttered 
in comes the Condemned Mans Wife, and ſeven ſmal 
Chrildren,She looks upon theHusband, they look upon 
che Father. And now Grandfather and Grandmother, ** 
Wife and the Children, and the MaletaQtor, power 'Þ Pla 
Ee art out * 


: 
- 
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| out fuch Houds of Tears and hideous Cries, and i_a- 
aL) mentation, that even melc, the Jailor into Sorrow, 
"Y and canſeth Anpuiſh to f:ll upon the Minii:er, almoſt 
Wil) to fainting at ſach dreadfut Spectacles. But while all 
\ are thus beſet with Grief, in comes a Paflenger, awa- 
kened at the doleful Cry, to enquire what is the mat- 
ter, at which, the Miniſter beivg ſomewhat recovered, 
a makes relation; upon which, the Stranger moved 
a. with C ompaſſion ro ſee the Eies of the ancient Father 
wn] and Mother, the Wife and ſmall Children ſwelted 
with Sorrow, and the MaletaQtor in Irons, ſmiting 
: upon his Breaſt, lifcins up his Etes and Handsfor Mer- 
cy, reſolves. with himſelf , and thus he ſpeaketh to 
1 the Priſoner ; Though [ never ſaw thy Face before, 
but paſſics as 3 Stranger by, and hearing ſuch alamen. 
®Cry, and beholding now ſuch deep anzuith beſet thy 
Relations, at this ch y deſpicable condition, am moved 
in my Heart, ro part with ail my worldly Eſtate to ſeek 
* thy i ardon, or lay down my own Life for thy Tranf- 
1 greſſton. Is not this news as welcoine as Lazar 
| from the Grave, and how thankful for all this, is the 
£88 MalefaRor ? Ler the Reader judge. , 
0 But Brother ſinner, = Narratives do not the 
W" tithe reach our Caſe, though indeed rhey are Doleful, 
WP and the unmericed kindneſs of theſe two Strangers, 
P without Paralle!, and the SubjeRs that received them, 
{ forever obliged to be A yea Vaſſels or Scullions 
; to them, For we for our Tranſpretiions have not only 
ytf deſerved Death remporal, but eternal, but for ever to 
P abide in Hell, gnawing our Tongues for Pain. And 
_ If this kindneſs ſhewed by theſe Strangers, doth de- 
f ſerve Thankfulneſs and Service; What ſhall we ren- 
| der to Jeſus Chriſt, that came from Heaven his dwell- 
Ing place; and in this ſinful World, took pes him the 
form of a Servant, humbled himſelf , and became WW” 
ict: 


F p 
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aient nntoa ſhameful , painful Death ; for he was made oft 
Sin for us that kneVvy no fin, that we might be made the _ « 
rigbteonſneſs of God in him. Shall not this Grace for T x 
ever call upon ts, to be in a conſtant inward Meditati- ',. = 
on of the greatneſs of this Love, with ſelf-refleQion, w_ . 
and a hearty affeRionate return of all poſſible Hum- * K 
ble and thankful obedience for everand ever. Ames, ,” © 

Doth not this ſeverely reprebend thoſe Chriſtians rt 
that are frequent in the praRice of that Inſtitution of * 
our Lord, that calls for this remembrance of his 
Death, trill be come the ſecond time without ſin to 
Salvation, whoſe thoughts of a dying Jeſus, and 
what a Glorious Perſon he is, and what a Glorious 
State he left, and for what a contemptible People all worſt 
this was ; and yet not intrue filial fear, and love-reli. fv, 
ance and dependance, be ſo much united ro him, as a inpre 
Vaſlel is to his Prince, or bond-flave to his Maſter. come 
Now if the reading of theſe Lines, bath taken ſo whicl 
much imprefſion, as to make our Hearts burn within Cx 
us, into this melting queſtion. td of 

Dueſt. What ſhallI do that the thoughts of a dy- 
ing Jeſus fer my fins, may not onely be conſtant, 
but preyalent to perſwade me to a moſt Chriſt-lke 
Converſation ? 

Anſw. 1. Be feryent and conſtant in Prayer unto 
Jeſus, tothelp your Underſtandings, with a true ſight , - 
of the Glory of his Perſon, and the Magnitude of his 
Paſſion. | 

2. Give up your ſelves to fixed times of ſolemn 
Meditation of the Perſon and Paſſion of jeſus Chriſt, 
chis being too much a novelty among Profeſlors ( with 
Sorrew be it ſpoken,) I ſhall briefly explain 1t; 
namely, thar you deliberately ponder, and with ſome * 
faithful experienced Chriſtian, adviſe how often every 
year under your circumſtances , you ought tn Honour | 
| aan £4 ro 
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| to God, and Loveto your Soul keep a day, or ſuch a 
part of that day, in ſuch aretired place, with ſuch a 
W frame of Spirit , onely in Meditation on the Perſon 
| -and Paſſion of your Lord ; my:Soul for thine , thus 
doing Devoutly, Conſtantly, and in fervent prayer, 
the Profit will be gnſpeakable. 
3. Keep up alſo a conſtant remembrance of paff- 
offences, and perſenal-frailties, And che Good Lord 
give bis Bleſſing, Amen. 


- 
——— © Om _— — 


CAAP. XXXIX 


= Demonſtrating, that in every Man there a Alafter- 
Wy /n, which muſt be Killed, or 5t will Kill ; and how 
i ix proceſs of Time, this once LOTHED, may 
come to be again LI K ED, with exght Steps, by 
which it gradually gets new admittance, and four 
| Cauſes aſſignedof this Decay, and a neceſſity aſſert« 

ed of onr Mortal Enmity to all Sin. 


SI G N: XXXIX 


V V Hen you can remember paſt ſins com- 
VV Y mined, rather with Liking then Lo- 
P thing. 
# By paſt ſinshere, 1 would be underſtoodro intend 
© , and mean thoſe fins the Scripture calls right Eye, or 
WF righe Hand fins, that is, ſach fins as in time paſt had 
W} the ſole Dominion and Government over us, to which 
og we yielded up our Bodies as Servants do to their Maſ- 
| p | ters,or Childrento their Parents. Ad that there 5 ſuch 
| i 4 thing in the world, or body of Man as chief,ora maſter- 


© 
Pp; | 

W bn , may be very proper £9 ſpeak ſomewhat dnco 
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this plac. , .4.:: in proceſs of time after this ſin bath re. have 
ceived a deadly wonnd by way of abhorrency, it may come WF: 
to receive ſome healing again, or be remembred with LJ® 
ligang rather then loathing, may alſo be very uſeful rot 
ſpeas ſomething unto under this head, with fomecau-, AN 
ſes aſſigned how and why this comes to paſs, and ſomneilly tf 
remedies how this may be cared where begun, or pre. it, 
wrnted whereabour to come. Now to the arſt thing tiontc 
premiſed, wherher there is or not ſuch a thing in che eman 
world (or Body of Man) as ſome {in that hath Rulent, {c 
and Government in chief, chat is, That although every iy, 0 

- Man 1a his unregenerate {tate hath many ſins unto reſt 
which he payeth homage , yet theſe very fins have as ild-l 
it were a leading or Mallier fin that doth command in me me 
Chief, as there is many Devils, ſo thereis a Be/zeb»b nreule 
or Prince of Devils, and as there is many hamozrs in) pals 
the body of Man,'o there is ſome one predominant hu- thoug 
mour, Blood, Flegm, Cholar, Adclancholy , are the ie bic 
parts of which we all partake, yet-ſome one of theſe in itt, v 
all men have a chief propriety ; And hence it comes to bdy c 
paſs from the predominancy of ourConſtications. Theſe ur ex 
lead us out to affect moſt ſome, particuler $in.; For wine, 
though jt is rree, wicked Men iove all 55x as it ſuits with (wetos 
Intereſt and lnclicetion, yet they. ſet a chief love upon wers t 
that <in as falls mo!t under their natural Conſtitution ; )ſſon, 
Ve repute not a Man to be. of ſath'a Trade, becauſe i mer 
he now and then in an Artiſts ſhop may uſe” that Ind; 
Artilis Tools, but becauſe heis wholly addiaed there. Mi 
unto : Hence we call ſucha man a Carpenter, Brick- by 
layer, Ironmonger,ec, becauſe each of theſe are given' lader 
up by way of conft:ncy chereunto ; one is conftant Con 
abour his Timher, the other his Bricks, the other in eh 
Mecties, Fn like manner, wicked mcn in Scripture take ret 
their denomination of bcing called ſuch a ſinner, as a Kon, 
I'rankard, Fernicator, Swearer, Lyar,&c, not yy wit 14 

[ ey « 
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"* they have no other ſin, for that were prepoſterous to 

| imagine, thatſuch as Drunkards, Fornicators, SWearers 

| and Lyars, bad not many more fins ; bur it is becauſe 

all other ſins are as their Sex/on-boys to theſe Maſter- 

fine; And were the Scripture is ſilent, experience ſuffi- 

ciently teacheth this, that as in matter of Mzats and 

A Drinks, though in the general we have a common at- 

tection to all that God hath ordained for food; Yet 

one man hath a more ſpecial reſpe& to this- or that 

meat, ſome fleſh, ſome $/5; andin the ſame little fa- 

1 mily, one child hath a Zoſeph or Benjamins part, though 

£m clierecſt of che Children are not thereby exempted from 

Imkkx a child-like affeRtion ; And as in our vatural body, to 
wan ſome members we attribute more care, as they are 
1H more uſeful,and their loſs more painful, hence it comes 
| ro paſs that without any premeditation the Hard 
wawi ( though as truly a part of che Body ) yet will receive 
Wnt the blow to ſecure the Head, as being a more noble 

ani part, without which, Nature tells us, the reſt of the 
kim Body cannot ſubſiſt ; bence it comes to paſs, that as 
dal our experience tells us, ſome Men are naturally more 
| inclined to Drunkenneſs then any other (in, others to 
{ Coveronſneſs, others to Pride, others to Vucleapneſs, 
others to Jdleneſs, others to T alkativezeſs, othersto 
*y: Paſſion, &C. and theſe may moſt properly be called 
wg the members of our Bodies; the right Eye, or right 
| Hand; thus David had his Abſalom, Sampſon his 
Dallilah, Herod his Herodias, 7ndas bis Bag, &Cc. 

How evident is it in Scripture, let the conſiderate 
+a Reader judge .? That when once the awakening Spirit 
= of Conyicion came to any Sinner, it lead him, to 
F4 ſearch out, andcry moſt againſt that Sin of all other, 
*% apprehending that as the Ring-leader of all the Re- 
7 bellion, and chis is noted in Scripture with this Brand, 


wel right Band fin, right Eye fin; Ah mine Iniquiy !. 
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his own Iaiquity, his own Sickneſs, his own Sore, the glou 
Plag ae of his own Heart. Mat. 25.29, 30. 2 Sam. gdit 
22: 24. 1 Kings 8. 38. 2 Chron, 6. 29g. In like je 
manner, from the very influence of the conſtitution, ;ope 
perſons naturally are addi&ed to one predominant y þy 
Virtue more then other ; /2oſes for his Meekneſs, ?ob yrtal 
for his Patience ; Who of a more fiery perſecuting firſt 
Spirit then Fex/, but ſo ſoon as bis Heat and Colier jthat 
was turned into the right Channel, who more zealous, ye. 
[abouring more abundantlythen the reſt, went more þ ont 
Journeys, throuph more Perils, writ more Epiſtles, jn 
endured more |eaths, as himſelf ſaich, i» Deaths of gf tha 
ten, asthe 24. of Cor. 11. 23, 24. tothelaſt, atlarpe jyarin 
declares; by all which it may evidently teach us, tha þ the 
certainly we have oar chief Corruption or Maſter-luft. , rene 
I never met with a Convert in my days, but would jns a 
knowingly confeſs he knew bis Maſter-{in, and thac | thig 
one Devil did more predominant in him then the rett n 
of the Legion, and was the obje& of bis Sorrow, phe 
Prayers and Fears, more then any other fin; and in- riec 
deed there is a cauſe ; for penerally che right Eye ſin , C| 
- is of ſuch affinicy, thaticeven Sociates in the capacity w d 
of a member of the ſame Body. - amy 
and this brings meto the next thing premiſed, that , gy 
this Malter-fin, in proceſs of time, may be remem- y a& 
bred with liking, that is, upon refleQion of paſt ſin. » yþ 
ful A:ts, not ro have ſuch manner of Indignation, jj g 
Zeal and Revenge, as had been in their eſpouſal day.- yt 
This is the firſt Step or In-let, co renew acquaintance yy, 
with an old Enemy, and at this Door, hatch many a yy 
poor Sou}, admitring of apariey with, whatchey yy 
onght co have fled from, -made good the Apoſtles  g, 
word, 7 be Deo #5 turned to his Vomit again, and the yh 
Sow that was Waled to her wallowing in the Mire. \g 
If once a right Eye fin, through ibe Devils + rn 
and. 
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$7 /and our omiſſion to watchfulneſs, can but gain ſd mucl 
ky credit in the eſtimation of that Chriſtian, our of 
WE whoſe beart it was formerly caſt, This will be a fair- 
by er overture to bring about theſe eight gradual dangers, 
th 51 ſtep by ſtep'to ger new poſleſiion, and may end in 
* mortal War. | IE EE 
|. Firſt, To ſuggeſt chat chere is not ſuch a neceflity 
1. Of that titter eſtrangedneſs as hath been for a lonp 
+; f time ; Thus mach ground giver, lets the Enemy int 
1 ebe ourmoſt works ; and now having gained a bertet 
wi pinion in the mind then was, atrempts a ſecond ep; 
and that is to put the declining Chriſtian, upon ry» 
"7? minating or entertaining into the fancy, ſorfie dele&#- 
'* ble thoughts of a certain kind of Pleaſtre , or Prog 
MD in renewing this acquaintance ; and froin hence, fin 
© pains a third ſtep, and that is, coriſent of the Will , 
a5 by chis time the Field is more thenhalf won, and g 
mmY ſtrong Combate is now working , the two Powers 
pitt ighe and Darkneſs, Yet ten tone, but the will is 
Fitrartied Captive, partly complying, partly refraining, 
werache Cliarchs of Sin offering preſent encouragement, 
way Now doth the external ſenfes, yeild their utmoſt help 
* to damp Faith, and quicken Senſe ; Ah ! By this means 
yu! Sin Pains a fourch ftep, and that is, co turn conſent 
gif inro Action, and now with our firſt: Mother, adthit- 
wid ting the Tree, pleaſant to the Eye, and profitable tg 
pip make wiſe ; ſhe takes of the Fruit, and Eats, Tranſ- 
4 greſſcth,; that is, terns conſent into AR; chis wae 
yl the way che Devil rook wich Aches, be ficſtlooks 
ne npon the accurſed thing as Goodly, from thence con= 
© | ſented and ated; by admitting fin ar firſt to take 
theſe ſteps, ground is gained to a fifch, fxth and 
vi ſeventh, that is, a reitterating the ſame AR, ins 
v4 to Ats, or a Cuſtom; .and then into glorying 
Per turning As: 8nd Rebukes , into" Solonjons com- 
7. y plaint, 


laint. Prov. 14+ 9. tools make a mock at Sin, And "'Y! 
Chis leads tro Obduration, or hard-Heartedneſs, and ; that 
without a Miracle, ends in final impenitency, from þ « 
which, Good Lord deliver us. Amen. | 6 
_ How weary once nas /ſrasl of the Land of Egyp!, ywi 
and groned underthe Bondage of their Task-maiterg, yying 
8s appea's by the word of 'truth, Exod, 3.7. Andthe y of 
Lord ſaid, 1 bave ſeen the affiiftion of my People which \{ 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reaſon of nd 
their T, _— for 1 know their Sorrows, God 
that ſaw this did deliver them, by «a migbty Erorg rar 
Hazxd he bronght them ont, of which they were full 4 p 
glad ; yet in proceſs of time, begin to change their jj z 
opinion, and forget the bitterneſs of their ſinful Bon y,,, 
dape ſaying. N»mb. 11.5, 6, Weremember the Fiſh qr 
which we did eat in Egypt freely, the Cucambers, and dipn 
the Hlelons, and the Leeks, and the Onions, but now i, x 
our Sonl is dried away, there is nothing at all beſides ye 
this Mannab before our eyes, Here they ſlight Angels, 
Food of Gods providing, hankering after their old, \, 
Bondage again; fulfilling the Decay in this Sign, as,,. 
wicnefſech that grievous complaint, Zzek. 23. 21. ile 
T bus thou calledſs ro remembrance the lexdne(s of thy; 
Youth, in bruifong thy Teats by the Egyprians , for the, *; 
Paps of thy Tontb. Ifracl is aweary of God and his, 
Proviſion, ſaying, Zet ues make a Captive, and retars, (4. 
Into Egypt Aga ; Nevertheleſ s, 1 have ſomewhat, did 
againſt thee, becanſe thox haſt leftthy firſt Love. Rev. aftlik 
2.4.11, ; | 


| Dzeft. What tiny be the Canſes of this Decay; X 
thac paſt fns which was once our Sickneſs, and Sore, , b 
may in proceſs of time, gain better repucation in our ,, 

 4nſw. Firſt, Forgetfulneſs of that pinching Bons, 1 
&age, ſin ingimes pat -bronght upon ws, Secondly, jy. 


Our. 
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| Our not conſidering che Sting thar (ill remains in._ſin? 
i; or thac there is in the nature of it a conſtant enmity; 
&" boch againſt God and the Soul. Thirdly; Our un. 
W.”! ſenfibleneſs of the woeful Ifſſae that will attend the 

F| renewing Friendſhip with Sin, Fotirthly; Our not 
de keeping daily in our atconnt, in its Authority the prea 
Bala | day of our accotint, - But ſometbing cotheſe Canſe 

£12 jt order, _ Of | - 
1.0 .And firſt, Qur forgetfulneſs of that pinthing Bon 
157) dage, fin in times paſt brought upon us. This may 

v-appear by bur callinp to mind, the Servile; Slavery 
land Drudgery ic pur us upon before Converſion; 
me Woe we ſerved divers Iufts, yielding our members Ser= 
« 14 Pnnts to all ahrighteoiuſneſs, adding Iniquity to Imiquity., 
"2 10 our righe Wits we ſhonld take it with the higheſt of 
uf Indiptiztion, to haveinſepatably faſiened ro usa dead 

'* inans Body; to carry up and down the Stench and 
"a Lorbſomeneſs of ic whereſoever we went, at Bedand 

,Mpoard, Court and Camp; ſuch compatiy would ren- 
iter us unmeet compary for a Dog; and ih it ſelf; 
RIF more tedious then Dearbir ſelf , (rous) yerhbe thas 
AT trades in fin; is worſe beſet with worſe Lothſomeneſs, 
nou thotigh wich the man in the Proverbs, he kpoweth nof 
a! that the Dead are there, and that her G weſfs are inthe 
- deprhs of Hell. Lets bur call ro remembrance when 
ao # we lived in Drunkenneſs or Uncleanneſs, &c. how 
whit fin did debauch andunman us; how many fowl vn- 
LIAN beaftlike Acts did this Monſter SIN Carry us, .af fo 
4 ffiany chained Captives after its filthy Luſts? Do we 
148 not upon conſideration, loaththe very thoughts; and 
Fife aſhamed even to namethe things done then jn ſ& 
MF tret> Oh ! The rottenneſs and Pega Difcaſeg 
des, did we not 
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"| that Sin bath brought upotus; beſides, did we not 
IH in this ſtate, mock at God,; his Seryancsand Services, 
hh fins fo followed wich an accufingconſciende, thi 
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we ducſt not leave one Sermon of Death, Judgmenr, ling 
Feayen, or Hell; Oh Chriſtian ! Iris forgerfulnefs web 
of this , gives ſin freſh encouragement to give the ' * 
new viſits, but remember, and the good Lord help #* 
thee to remember, thovgh the Cup it preſents thee Is % 
with be gilt, the Liquor in tis mortal Poiſon. mumar 
Secondly, Our not conſidering che Sting that ftiHf uty-. 
remains in ſin, or that there is in the natureof ita 

' conſtant Enmity both agzinſt-God and the Soul. Je ut 
is a high piece of deceit wherewith the Devil Trades, \d | 
asto the Garment put upon ſin, asif chere were ſome 60d, 
real pleaſure, or real profic in fin, and its Service , 14nd 
neither ſo Bitter, noricrs end ſo Painfal ; Who ſuch a 
Fool as to be perſwaded Fire will not Burn us, nor ticuſe 
Water Drownu ? or believes he can make aLeac vedliame 
wich it, not to hurt him? Js not Fire, Fire fs/{? Isnd d 
not Water, Water ſtill ? Hath the Sea loſt its property, «cou 
eaſt thy felt upon its proud Waves, or into burning vd 
Flames, and try if neither can touch thee ? Is not |ue 
Poiſon, . Pozſow fill, becauſe we fancy otherwiſe > (i 
Alas! Alas! Doth not the beſt of Laws tell ns, that rior 
this Monſter Sis, is enmity againſt God, not capable yen 
of changing i:s nature, and ſounder no poſsibility of juke: 
accepting any terms of Peace. Is it not impoſsible we 
to make Fire and Oyle dwell together, one muſt over= yhenc 
come ; there is no way to removethis Enmity, but apr 
dy killing of it, many have thought of killing Sin, uterh 
by vieldingto fin, or killing Greater, by yielding to a lin/e! 
 Leffer, like the rebellious Son, tempted daily by |f f 
the Devil to be Drunk, murder his Father, and raviſh | bc 
his Mother ; he makes cerms with this Enmity, to my 
avoid the two lait, ſubmits to the firſt, which was but lon; 
« making proviſion for the Fleſh with the more bold- we th 
nels to run into the reſt, We think when wetake i; or 
the Devils councel, we may putout the Fire, by ad- wee 
© I ding hs 
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"a ding Fewel; while God faich, Who is Love it ſelf ? 
RY 2ouch not, taft not, handle not, paſs not by it, tur 
Why" from it, paſs ancther way; whether the Devil in ſin, 
La. [-i/e or frown, the Enmicy is the ſame. Oh that 
1] this were more conſidered by Profeſſors { It would 
y Wm animate them more wich Enmity apainſt thjs' Ens. 
"A mity. | 
oY Y * Thirdly, Our unſenſibleneſs of the woeful Iſſue 
YA that. will accend the renewing friendſhip wich ſin. © It 
A had been betrcr never to have known the ways of 
W God, chen atterwards to depart from the Holy Com- 
| mandment ; ſuch a ſtate doth greatly aggravate our 
condemnation ; for it leaves us witheur all manner of 
excuſe, He that never knew, better, being. not ſo. 
blame-worthy, as ſuch that knew their ccnpgand 


and did contrary, And this experience gives a woeft 
account of, ſaying, the relapied Diſeaſe in the natural 
= body, ſeldom or never comes but with mortal con- 
queſt, In like manner, who ſo audacious in the acts 
of fin, as that man thar once had eſcaped its old pol- 

- Iuzions, Give our bleſſed Lord leave to ſpeak here, 
i Hhen once the nnclean Spirit # gone ont of a man, he 
| Walketh through dry places, ſeching reſt, and finding 
wore ; then be ſaith, 1 will return to my bouſe from 
Whence / came ont , andwhew be ts come, be findeth it 

empty, ſwept, and garniſhed. Then goth he, and 

taketh with bim ſeuen other Spirits more wicked then 

bimſelf, and they enter in, and dwell there, and the 

laſt tate of that man is worſe then the firft, One De«= 
vil bore rule before, imagining it werethe Devil of 
envy. Now Seven worle Devils hath this one Devil 
broupht with him, the man was enyious once, and had 
got the maſtry over it ; but took no good heed to keep 
his ground' in Gods way, and with Gods ſtrength, in 
proceſs of time, loſt the ſenſe of char bitrer-fruit, this 
EC. — 2 ro0x 
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root of envy had hrought forth ,, now the ſame mani jo ol; 
become a Monſter, noc barely Envious,but Implacable, #7, 
Proud, given tQ Wheredom, Drankewneſs, 1dolatry, oy p. 
Covetonjmeſs, Blaſhhemy. Now all paſt Convictions, [90 a 
Acknowledgmeats, Remorſe,Senſe and ſorrow for finin ff... 
times paſt, is thrned-into Stupidity, and Impenitency, a 
making light or mock at God, turning Bruitiſh ; For 19 
whaſo . ſuch things ſhall not i#herzt the King dow of _— 
God. Rev. 21. 8,. Butſhall have their part in the Lake wT 
which burneth with Fire avd Brimſtone, which zs the jl [6s 
ſecond Neath , fram which implacapable eſtate, che aedly 
goodLord deliver us. Amen. j yet 
©. Fourthly, Qunr not keeping daily in qur account, 9 «* 
( in its authority ) che greatday of ouraccount, is the © | 
reat cauſe why we can remember paſt ſins,ratherwith ww 
tking then lothing. Profeſſors now a days, content mhC 
| themſelves withthe bare notion of the Z«dgment day t9 Its! 
corze, little pondering how great it is, and how near it is; he 
did we as much concernour ſclyes about this mighty the : 
eruth,as the man that hath a gazgrenyed Ar to be law. 1d a 
ed off from his Body, doth concern himſelf how he my by. 
be fitted for it, and bear the anguiſh of the AQ; and Court 
loſs of the Limb, it would have more Authoriry upon ({etan, 
our Hearts and Lives, to believe that we ſhall certainly Val 
give an account of all our deeds done in this Body, |flin 
whether good or bad, is pne main principle of clie ind « 
Chriſtian Faith, and to be ignorant thac this accoune je m 
muſt be yery ſhortly given, is our ſin; for the time | ha 
is at hand ; for Space, it is but a moment, and for yt 
pace, - it is but two Steps we haye ro take, the firſt 
into the- Grave, and that will be ſhortly, for the 
Time « ſhort, at Night this Step will be taken; the 
ſecond Step is to be taken when we awake, and that is jy 
ia the Morning, Oh ! How little did the man inthe | 
Golpel dream,” chat his Sun was fo near heing ſet q 
.. w : hs RS (e Is "ty 
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I (this day) Sox rake thine eaſe,cat, Drink, and be. merry : 

7 how: Fool, this might ſhall thy life be takenfrom thee, 

I% Can we ſay welcome to Deaths knock ; F am ready 

%*! and did wait for this call tobe carried tothe Judgment, 

WY] my. accounts. ace ſtated, mine houſe ſer in order, my 

' ſtewardſhip ended. Now Death brings me before 

| the Throne of God, and of the Lamb, that Imay 

| hear that bleſſed voyce, Thou haft been faithfulover 

MM . a few Talents, 1 will make thee ruler over many Cities, 

Oh ! Lets lay-our hands upon our mouths, and ponder 

Ty inwardly and Conſtantly, what a moment. of time 

"4 doth yet remain, and that there is but two paces to 

| fiep cre we be in Erers#it9 : For when they ſhall ſay 

( even Profeſſors ) peace and ſafety, then ſudden des. 

fruftion cometh upon them as Travel upon a woman 
wirb Child, and they ſhall not eſcape.” 1 Thef. 5. 3. 

kW TIcisa Sovercign remedy againft Temptations, to 

Wy the moſt alluring-Luſt, inſtead of conſenting to carry 

{ the aſſaults, as already acted, eo the ]udgment:- ſear, 

and ask how» they will look, and what ſpeak in Thag 

' day. Surely did but the high-way Man, call firſt a 

Court in his own Conſcience, and there arraign, con. 

demn; and execute the ſentence of Death upon the 

MalefaRor , it would cool his courage ; and by Gods 

- blefling prove effeRual to betake himſelf ta another 

kind of Life; ſuch as might give him courage to look 

the moſt ſevere Judpe in the Face wich Joy\- Doubt- 

lefs had Zjimri and Corbi, ſpent more of their Medi» 

tation in the court of their awn Conſcience, what 

would be the conſequence of that their filthy fin, and 

Jeſs upon the obje& of bruitiſh ſenſe, rhey would 

furely have choſen a ſick bed to weep on, rather then 

_. na bed of Down to Solaceon, its grateful to the Devi}, 

and prepares gtateful baits for ſenic to put Judgment, 

ar the day of our account fartheſt off, whenthetem- 

ONT V4 | pration 
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Cation-is neareſt, 1 ſhall conclude all with that. 
bleſſed word cf the baly Apoſtle, 2 Cor.g. 9g; 10, ' 
11. Wherefore we Labour, that whether preſent or ab. 
ſent we why be accepted of God, for we muſt all ap- 
pray before the Tndgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every 
one may receive the things gene iu by body , according 
to that be hath done whet her it be geodor bad ; knowing 
therefore the terrony of the Lord, we perſwade men : 
From this mighty conſideration the Lord God- per- 
{wade our minds to be given up to a conſtant Medi- 
cation, while ir's called to day, that the day of our. * 
account will certainly and ſhortly appears And 
fo T paſs to the Fourtieth and laſt Sign of Decay in | 
Godl.neſs. LD 
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CHAP. XL, 


{ «lling for grave C onfider ations when we accompany 

| our Newhbbours to the Grave, alſo preving Death 
r:ghtly fliled the King of Terrowrs by three Argu- 

| munts; and that it 1s 4 ſad [ymptome of d 6ay 7n 
Godlineſs, when the fig ht of Death 1s not laid to 
heart, aſſigning three cauſes of our not laying it to 
beart ; with ſeven ſhort Pratiical Hints to a laſt- 
wy refiver}. os” 


_ SIGN XI: 
AJ Hez you can ſee ſpeftacles of mortality 


carrying to their long home, and be as 
prafiically wnconcerned » 46 though your / elves 

were exemp'ed from the like flate of mortali'y, 
| ; The 
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$7) - The great Concern of the Judgement day to come, 
BN Heaver, and Hel, reſts upon the Authority of our 
Mi Caith, as to any obliging influence; roa good heart 

| and life ; and from bence it becomes ſo little our 
onely concern in matter of due preparation, leſt 
| we miſs the benefit, and meet the woe, AT H E- 
FA 1S4 E baving ſo great a ſhare of room in our 
©%! hearts; and here tbe Devil hath the more-room to 
play his pranks, and gain credit for bis allurements, 

his crade lying altogether in preſet things, which to 

| ſenſe are molt prevalent, eſpecially in conjunRtion 
MY with Pleaſure and Profir, defired and beſt binted 
My by the Tempter to our conſtitution, in which he is 
always careful to. prepare meet baits for a frafting 

| or faſti»g conditiovw. A man naturally inclined to 
| Drunkenneſs , ſhall vor want that ſenſitive Devil 
-4/}-to attend every Motion, Sir, here is good ware 
*| and clear, what will you buy? Andif to Unclean- 
+4 neſs you deinclined, be will paint a Harlots Fore 
ny head, with this ſaying, Come, /ct ws take our fill of 
love- until the morning, let us ſolace onr ſelves with 
lotesy there is nothing lies ia the way, I have 
drawn the Curtain between the light of Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell that cannor ſee us; for the good 
al 749 74 n0t at home, be # gone along journey, Prov. 7. 
tel 13, 19, Thus with much fair ſpeech the ſenſes are 
”*..4 prevaled upon, to them ffols waters being ſweer, 
|} axd bread eaten is ſecret pleaſant, while we ſee nor, 
jr | that the dead are there, and that bir gueſts are wn the 
we” | depths of - Hell: No Councel being called in the 
4 Court of Conſcience, what ſhall the end of theſe 
I Pl things be: Hence Sathan carries ns captive , till a 


j 1 dart ſtrike through our Liver , as a bird haſteth co 
1, | the ſnare, not knowing it 1$ for Its life. | 


But 
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But becauſe we ſhall not want a witneſs tor God 

in our own Conſcience, that may even ſuit as Pre. | 
yalent with our ſenſes, to ſuramon us into a ſiri& 
examination about our hereafter ſt=te, the Wiſdom. | 
of Reaven hath-ordajzced, that man ſhall die even 
as it 15 apprinted for menonce to die, ' but after thus | 
the jucigment, Heb, 9.27. Hence comes ic to paſs, | 
chat let at any time we ſhould let the practical part 
of this DoRrine ſlip out of our minds, God pre- 
| ſents us with ſpectacles of Mortality every. day 3 » 

for as ſoon as our Pallate: hath raſted the meat, it is | 
paſt away into D:aths Chambers, and we ſee it in | 
| the kind no more; which ro a Wiſe man in-the teftr 
Contemplation, may yield more honey for his keble 
Imitation, then the Bree can pet from the ſweeteſt jnne 
flower for its Winters nouriſhment: Yer becauſe be V 
this Meditation may not pierce enough, that every this | 
day other Creatures loſeth their lives to- preſerve por 
ours, and we not onely feed Death, bur truly feed ſence 
#pon Death;it pleaſeth God in bis ineſtimare love to thou; 
our everlaſting good to beſet onr ſenſes even with exem 
yer nigher concerns; for ſuch a Prince, that in' his Is 
Royal Apparel fate upon the Throne but the os ſent, 
ther day, we, now ſce carried to a place of Retten- Lom 
weſ5and dead mens Sculls, there to be enrombed hea 
2 ceampanion for Worms, till the F#udoment day, 15. 
when all that arc-in their Graves ſhall come forth, trim ; 
ſome to the Refrurrefiton of Liſe, and ſome to the hide u 
Reſurrection of Damnation; with which RefleQion yhat 
Kings and Beggars ought to behold ſpeRacles of wde 
Mortality, But becauſe this thought may not be jnen 
| too remote, God pleaſeth ro admonith us daily by foe; 

the objeRs of our intimateſt Acquaintance z and pra 
teſt that flovid not ſufficiently prove our concern yif 
at iaſt comes l;gme to our Bed-fide , taking captive a. 
| —_—_ 
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WS pur Hubard, Wife, Child, or Seryant, that we ſees 
Wall ing them go before us from our arms inro- a Pir, 
Wen Whither we muſt alſo follow ſhortly, and at ſuch 
UN a Providence not to be awakened with all dili- 
LF pence to make ready, having our loirs girt about, 
> and our lighrs burning, as thofe that know this 
bby ſenſibly, that their Lord 15a coming : Ob it's but a 
= while e*re we ſhall bear the Midnight-cry , Behold 
»"*. the Bridegroom cometh, Trim your Lamps , trum 
"= your Lamps, every days morſel gives hints of this, 
TW every Deaih-bed Relation ſpeaks no. leſs: Bur to 
al ſee the mighty brought down, the call ſtoop, and 
2M che ſtrong become as flax, eyes grow gaſtly, bands 
MM feeble, joynts trembling, beauty turning into rot- 
renneſs, becauſe man goeth to bis Jong home, and 
| the Mourners going about the ſtreets, may not 
nat this be read with lamentation, while we refle& 
j gpon this weighty obje&, that is ſo viſible to our 
with ſence, and we as praQically unconcerned , as 
a though we from the like ſtate of Mortality were 
4 Eexempred. : 
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oh Is not this manifeſt, that even while we are pres 
| ſent, and following the Corpſe to the Grave, cur 
F. Communications; Geſtures, and Meditations be. 
ſpeaks us earthly, ſenſual, and deyilifh, Faxes 3. 
I5- What meaneth elſe, that aforehand we care ro 
trim and adorn our worms meat with the beſt out- 
fide we can attain or come at, while barren to think 
whatdoth God by this teach my ſoul; Oh thelevity 
and exceſs where opportunity is given; the imper- 
| Tinent diſcourſe, the diſtance from gravity, the 
Wl ſwclling Pride and Offtentation ſhewing it ſelf, ready 
W] to crave and contend for with diſdain a chief ſear, 
F asif ſo ſgemna ſervice, of all others the moſt ſo- 
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gay trimming, and popular applauſe, rather then a # 
vertuous foul ; When ſhould we more manifeſt 
gur CrucifiQon to this World by the Croſs of our 1" 
ord, then while we behold the Motbey weeping for 010807 
an onely Son, ſeven Children weeping bitteriy to 
part with ſo dear a Father and Mother, whoſe 
place they muſt now know no more, and 
with their perſons converſe no more: Ob-death 119"! 
where*s thy ing , Oh grave where « thy vidory ? | gjor ct 
am made a Widow, I facherleſs, motherleſs, childleſs ul vr 
this day ; 0h Abſalom, my ſon,my ſon Abſalom, would ih 
God I bad djed for thee, my ſun, my ſon, | Now for itil 
ſpeRacles of Mortality to de but like a fic of Tooth- ##, | 
ach, no longer remembred, but while the anguiſh i: #4 
Jaſteth 2 Theſe things premiſed, are certain marks at. 
of a dead ſtate, or deep decay in Godlineſs, and may ſin, 
feaſonably call upon us co enquire. hte 1 
Durſt. What may be the cauſes of ſuch ſtupidity depend 
nnder fo immediate a concern, as to behold the Fail 
feer of then that carry my neighbour co the place Riches 
of darkneſs to diy, muſt ferch me (as it were) to try 
morrow to the ſame place. = 
Anſwer 1. Looking too ſlightly at ſo weighty an biged 
obje&, or a not laying it to heart. Wer 7 
 aly. Omiſſion, to confider how much greater the iy con 
change ſhortly will be, that now muſt follow this iſray 
great change. | Nene 
. 3ly. Inward or Fidden Atheiſm. and 
Firſt, looking too f1.ghtly at ſo weighty an ob- ifurt! 
3eR, or anot laying it to heart. | Third 
Deaths not called the King of Terrovys in vain ; lame 
for it isin it ſelf terrible in three great reſpeAts. hen] 
Firſt, It comes upon a terrible meſſage, and doth if 
terrible execution where ir fixeth, and carries all wer 
the living to a place of terrible darkneſs, it oem wi, 
1Nge 
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Way Kingdoms without Kings, Cities without CMag;- 

Is ftra'es, Houſes without [»habrtants, Children with- 

F- out Parents, and is accompanied in all its Travels 
with Lamentations, and mourning, avd woe. 

Secondly, It is terrible , becanſe it ſpares none 
where eyer it comes, old or young, rich or poor, free 
or boud , ebild or ſuckling : If you are whice with 
age and experience, go you muſt; if green with 

' youth or childbood, ſtay you cannot, Facoeb that 
could wreſile with God, could not out-wreſtle 
' Death, Abſalom could not our-ride it, nor Phara- 
_ eh, chatin the bezt of bis luſt ſpeaks, ſaying, 7 »:/l 
purſue, I will overtake, I will divide the ſpoil , my 
Iuſts ſhall be (ctisfied, yet could not out-drive 
Death. The Wiſdom of Solomon, the Strength of 
Sem[on, the Riches of Dzves, muſt all wither be- 
fore this terrible one, if the ſafety of a Kingdom 
depend upon the life of the King , the bopes of. a 
Family, the fame of a Pedigree, the foundation of 
Riches or Learning, yet down goes all by this 
Sythe of Death. Inour memory, they that conguered 
Princes, and made the Nations rtrewble , are now 
lodged in fence, and cannot contend with 2 graſs | 
hopper : He that but the other day by power or po- 
licy conquered a famous Army, and brought abour ' 
as ſtrange a change, yer now Icdgeth in a place of 
Rottenneſs and dead mens Sculls, 1 that have written 
this,and 7 0 UV that now are reading this, muſt,m»ft 
"all ſhortly go off the Stage, and turn into df}, Bur, 
Thirdly , It is terrible , becauſe it admits of ne. 
Ran'ome; if a King would give his Kingdom, if a 
General would pive bis Army, the onely bopes of 
the famouſeſt Family that ever the world had, can- 
not offer a ſufficient beftage ; Ob Death , thoy «rs 
S&erribles Thou once camelt in a Famine _ _ 
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Land of £#gypr, and chough they could not there 
perpetuate hfe, yer but to adde days, they became {jar 
thy bondſ{-men, bleed; ſweat, purge, vornic, fiye ;.. 
from City to Countrey, from Countrey to Camp, ' 
from Camp co Cortage, from Cottage to a Dung- 
hill z Skin for this, yea all we have we will give for 
a life: Gen. 47. 13, i4;15, 16, 17, 18, 19. read |; 
and conſider. And there was no bread inall the Land; 
fer the famme was very ſore , [0 that the Land of 
Egypt, and all the landof Cangan fainted by r'aſou of ' 
the famine; aud Joſeph gathered up all the mcney thas | 
as founa in the land of Egypt, ard in the land of 
Caxzann, for the corn which they bought ; and Fiſiph ©, c- 
brought the mon:y into Pharaohs houſe : And when OY.” 
the money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land 
of Canaan, all th: Egyptians tame unto Joſeph, and 
faid, Grve us bread, for why ſhould we die inthy pre- 
fence ? (mark that) for the money fauleth: And Fe 
ſeph ſaid, Give your cattle, and 1 will give you bread 
for Jour camle, if money fail-; and they brought their © 
cattle unto Joſiph: And foſrtph gave them bread in ( 
exchange for horſes, and for their flacks, and for the 
tattle of their berds, and for the afſes; and he fed 
them with bread for all ther Cattle for that year: 
#hen that jear was ended , they came unto bim tht 
ſecond year, and ſaid unto bim, We: will not hide 3t 
from my lord , how that owr monty ts ſpent , my lord 
alſo bath our herd of cattle, there i not onght left is * 
the (gbt of my lord, bt our bolics and our lands; 
wherefove ſhall we die before thinz eyes, beth Wee and our 
land ? Buy us and tur land for bread, and we and our 

| Hand will be ſervants nnto Pharash, and give us ſeed, 
that we may live, and not dies that the land be not de- 
folate. Here is remarkable that Purchaſe from the 
Kingof TERROUKRS bur 2 little reſpite, ( for 
at lait dye they muſt, } Firſty 


1} : 
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Q  Fictt, They drain all the Money throughout the 
= Land of Egypr, that goes for bread, to keep lifea 
a Jiecle longer : When that is gone, then. * 
= Secondly, They ſacrifice their Horſes, Flocks, 
| Cattle, and Aſſes, to keep life 2 little longer, Oh 
= Death, chou artthe Terrible one, will not this do? + 
mY - Thirdly, Then comes skin for skin, our money 
W| is ſpent, my Lord alſo hath our Herds of Caitle, we 
Wy! bave nothing left but our Lands and our Bodies 
why ſhould we dye before thine eyes ? buy us and 
&| onr Land for Bread , but nothing can perpetuate 
Ky life, our all at moſt can bur a little adde niinutes to 
our few frail days! Oh the fighing, wringing of 
* Hands, ſmiting on the breaſt, wailing in the ſtreets, 
that this Terrible Meſſenger cauſeth ! oe, woe, 
woe, take my all, ſpare bur my 1/aack, I will beg 
with him at a Grate, rather.chen feaſt without bim 
ar a Pallace : Take 2limb, ſpare but the life ; then 
il Wwecry, Come, come away Phyſician for Chriſts 
| fake, do your utmoſt, and make what conditions 
pou will, ſave but life, the Zad:ng never ſo coſtly, 
and fetched from far, all the $ay/s and Tack/e, yeag 
and Ship it ſelf, let go to preſerve a little longer 
reſpite from this Ki»g of Terrours! Oh Chriſtians, 
you look too ſlightlyat this werghty 0bjeft, that are 
no more practically reformed by the {:ghr of it: If 
iy good earneſt you would live to God while frail 
life laſtethy look through the Glaſs of your dead 
neighbour into your own death, you ſee him to day, 

' bur maſt ſee him no more; and the ſame meſſenger 
will kxock ſberr/yat your door. Let the meditation 
of this odjeR fink deep into your beartsy unleſs 

' the commonend of the fighr will quit you from the 
zafte, ietit not rob you of the practical ſenſe , lay 
&@ beart what you ſee, commune with it vpon yo 
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ded, converſe with it whitherſoever you go, to kſ% 
fap, or feaft , ever praying with good Feb, Lirdifi® 
teach me fo to number my Aays, that 1 may apply my! ut? 
heart to tre Wiſdom, Amen, p4b.11 
But ſecondly, A ſecond cauſe why we are no (kw 
more praQtically concerned, may be this; Omiſfi< {th 
on, to confider how much greater the change will i {#6 
ſhortly be, that now muſt follow this great change! il 
Is the Servant thus great, how $reat then is the fink 
AMafter ? Is the Harts»ger fo great, how preat then j(yrr 
is the Prince ? Is the Forlorn-hope fo terrible, bow juthib 
terrible thenis the whole Army 2? Doth Death de- yi 
populate Kingdoms, turn the world into a Chaos, pill 
Sodom and Gomorrah into a Flame , Beauty into yin 
Rot tenneſs, a Lyon tnto contempr, a King into aſh- wa 
es: How terrible then muſt CPearhs DEAT H bry ft 
be? while the firſt is -bat the fore-runner of the v 
Jaſt : Is the one ceyta5nly Terrible, the next that fols 
lows, is then zrepairably TERRIBLE; one jg 
carries us from a temporal Pain to a temporal P;zt; 7, 
the other carries us from this Puutoan ETE 7s | 
N AL P AIN, where the worm ſhall never ceafe (ij 
gnawing, and the fire ſhall never ceaſe burning. Do |, wo 
we now ſee wringings of hands, ſhakings cf heads, 5; 
tremblings of joynts, fearfalnefs of ſpirits, anguiſh 4, 
of ſoul | Death being but the in-tetinto a worſe ;; xj 
plice; for the lofty that now ſaith to God, Depare jj 
from ns, for we deſire not the knowledge of thy Law: 
There is but two ſtares to follow Death , bur Ob jw. 
how weighty are they ! one worth all our ſtudy ro yo, 
| know it inthe joys of it, the other worth all onr je; 
medication to avoid iti the woes of it: Can you (4, 
paſs to the Grave (ide, and behold your neighbour þ,;.. 
laddin it, taken from bis bed of Down, laid in his ye, 
bed of D#ſ?; and not be hearr-futl with Confidera- (gg. 
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m7} too, ſaying, Is chis great work the-laſt, or ſhall 
WM the Judgment follow after this, and Fraver or Helf- 
294 after chat'? Heed and meditate what the Spirit ſaith, 
lat. | Rev.20.11.13.15. And T ſaw a great white Thrent, 
und bir that j te upon it , from whoſe face the earth 
und the heaven fled away, and there Was found us 
| plare for them. Andl ſaw the dead ſmall and great 
Will ffand before God, and the books were opened, and an- 
I orber book was opened, which u the book of life ; and rhe 
Wy drad were judged ont of thoſe things which were writ- 
TY tem in the books, according to their works: And whoſo- 
I ever w4as nt found written inthe book of life, was caſt. 
y ento the lake of fire, And the k ngi of the earth, and 
%. The great men, and the rich men, and the chief tca- 
- prarns, and the mighty wen, and every bond-man, and 
F. ev:ry free-man, hid themſtlves 1n the dens, axd in rhe 
*. rocks of the mountains, ſaying to the mountains and 
WE . yocks, Fall on ns, and hide us from the face of him 
E that fitteth upon the Throne , and fromthe wrath of 

| The Lamb ;. for the great day of his wrath is come, and 
Wi who (hall be able 14 ftkavrd ? Chap.6. ty, 10,17, As 
tm fare as now we read this, we ſhall bear and ſec this 3 
WF yea, and except timely laid ro hearr, ſhall alſo fee/ 
this: If che Heavens be all full of blackneſs, we 

" ask the meaning, if terrible Thuxder and Libge- 
513g, Or the earth full of Barrenneſs, or the Guy - 

= full of Flames, or its Iritiabicants full of Deaths ; or 
#3f we hear the noiſe of Canton like Thunder and 

# Lightning; we ask, What is the matter and ſhall 

| ive ſee Mourners go about the ſtreets carrying bim 

Ni to his long home; ro be lodged with worms, chat 
7s bur che other day ſate upon a ſtately Throne in 
x .c reac 3nd terfible Majeſty, and not teftet that we 
or follow, and whet will follow after# Do we 
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do we build a Houſe and not conſider the Coſt, or do |wtv 
we take a Iong and dangerous Voyage by Sea, and nw 
not foreſee the caſualties > The wiſe foreſee the evil, it V 
and hide themſelves, Do we know to Death we owe jy" 
a debt, and he will ſhortly knock at our door, and jet 
call us to deliver up our Captives, and ſhall we not ask ju, * 
what will come after > Will not 7g»orance here prove ih, V 
Damnation, and are we unconcerned? Oh |! the lifting thi 
and labouring, and running hither and thither to ſave jy 0! 
our own Houſe from burning, when we ſee our neigh - o ſqut 
bours Houſe on Fire > do we thus for Temporals, and iq, bt 
ſhall wedo leſs for #zerzals ? do we thus for a Body, ; (0d 
and ſhall we do leſs for a Soul ? watch ye therefore, iwderl 
ana pray always, that. you may be accounted worthy togity, 
eſcape all theſe things that ſtall come to paſs, and to on 
ſtaxd before the Son of Man, Luke 21.35. | het 
But Thirdly, A-third Cauſe why wecan ſee SpeQacy thi 
cles of Mortality carrying to their long whom, and be; enc 
'as practically unconcerned, as though from thegyy 
like {tate we were exempted may be this, Inward ortho 
Hidden Athbeiſm- -Jinto 
The grand deſign of the Devil in all Ages, is toy Be 
keep perſons from the knowledge of God, or atleaſt, y ant 
ſo to conceive, and comprehend him, as to pay nO yp 4 
religious Reverence to his being, and ſoverignty over þ, 
Mankind, There are two things ſeeks to bear each ny; 
.contrary rule in Man, the one is Reaſon, the other is wn ( 
Senſe. The firſt of theſe, in its Authority having {hy 
dominion, leads us out into a rational enquiry, into {jife 
the original or firſt Cauſe of all things , and this brings ;,, 
-ro the acknowledgment of a Deity. The laſt of theſe, | y, 
Man is molt familiar with, and apteſt to beled by x1, 
Hence it comes to paſs ſo many in the world turnBrui« y ,, 
tiſb, living onely afcer the dictates of ſenſe,and eyenin | q, 
the beſt of wen, & in the beſtof their ſervices to aLeity yy 
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" Signsof 4 Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 305 
5 will not ſome mixtures of inward or hidden Atheiſm 

be wanting; for in the Corinth Church, ſome had 

J aot the knowledge of God inthe right notion of ir; 
7} but upon viſibles, had no further obje& or end; 
Mt Hence oneis of Paxl, and another of Apo/lo, a third of 
Cephas, thus turning thelife of Retigion jnto outſide - 
chiefly, being led by the prevalency of ſenſe, which 
is that that keeps Reaſon under Bondape ; we ſee eve- 
ry day the Beaſts of the field ſeek their food, and ha. 
ving foundit, live upon it, never further making en. 
quiry, how or whence it came ; thisſenſe teacheth, 
but God hath endued man with a more noble faculty 
of underſtanding, which pugs him upon this great 


enquiry. _ 

How things come to be in the poſtare they now are) 
and whether they had beginning, and from what cauſe, 
By this way of giving Reaſon its full ſcope, wecome 
ro enquire into the cryth and original of our being, 
how and whence it was, and come to underſtand the 
Author of our being ; and this leads us into an enqui- 
ry into the ends wherefore we were made, whether as 
the Beaſts, onely to Eat and Drink, and Sleep, and 
Die, and ſo no more, or whether the Author of our 
being, did not deſign ſome nobler end in oyr Cres. 
ation. 

Thus Firſt, Being rationally ſatisfied that our being 
js from God ; we from hence are neceſficated to grant 

| God hath the like part and property in us, to goyern 
and diſpoſe, as we account in Reaſonand Juſtice we 
have in whatſoever we truly make and arethe original 
of; Hence every man lays claim and propriety to his 
awn, to diſpoſe and order after che interit of its ors 

= ginal, and would men but give Reaſon its full exer+ 
8 ciſe, God would gain more ground, and Senſethe 
# door of Atheiſm, be more kept in the ſtation God 
an _ deſigned 
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deſigned ic roo, Reiſon being a noble principle that 18% 
will knqw as that man is, ſo what man is, and where.. i oi 
fore, and this ſighc of mans rationality, brings him gel 0 
alſo to a ſenſe and feeling of his wn frailty. Hence gys 
ſecing Mortality is writ in his Fore-head; and that in |, 
procels of time,. he muſt come to be fick and die ; i WW 
and not onely leave his noble parts bur alſo his at- ks 4 
chiev:ments, or fruits of all his Travel, and labqur in |{&yrint 
the World, By cheſe means men come to enquire in- row} 
to the nacure of thit death or annihilation which doth |fkllno 
befallchem, and whether it ſhall be erernal or not. 1k; B 
Thas Religion 'gtins ground upon the racional part be, find 
of mankind, and Atheiſm js kept under; and this {atol 
brings ns: only a Deny into reverence and adotation, ix ere 
bur what nelps or means ſoever this Deity hath afford. acap 
ed, are ſoupht after with inward defire to the fulleſt: 1, ben 
accainmznr paſſible. Thus the holy Scripture, where || h« 
met wich,” are had in high eſtimation, their precepts )EN 
Qbezed, their promiſes Loved, their threatnings Feav= 2, ] 
ed; chus ſtep by ſtep, weaſcend ro the knowledge of ;, p 
 facurecthings, and ſo come to concern our ſelyes, and wilſte 
| be converſantabour the one thing needful, or thoughts. ,, 2; 
of .eternal Weal or Woe, and now every thing of 6. T, 
God, heard or ſeen, hath ſome ſovereign tendency yg 
ghis way ; $4», Afoon, and Stars, Fruits and Plants, \ & 
Stmmer and Winter, Night and Day. Pal 19. Tea with 
the Heavens declare the glory of God, and the Firma- |, 
ment ſheweth bis handy work, day unto day utterech, jjgy,, 
ſpeech, night unto night ſhevveth knowledge, hu Law (gy 
; perfett, converting the Soul, his Teſtimonies (ur', ma* \ a; 
king wiſe the imple; moreover, by theſe man is U tow 
bounded, and ynderſtandeth chat in keeping che ſans: hin. 
u great reward, . 


" Thus mang Frailty , - and death- heing underſtood, oY 


eEefurretiion ond Trdgment believid, 4 Heover ann Ka 


- 
. 


| 


ll | Sls of 4 Dyjng or decaying Chrifian: 367 | 


FM. 
"& 
© 4 


N . 
: 
| 


Hell in meaſure comprehended, with defirable delighr ; 
an increaſe of knowledge in theſe great premiſes ; the 
Author of them GOD, the way and means of them 
JESUS CHRIST, is now more and more thirſt- 
ed after, and this leads to a praQtical ſight of thoſe 
daily fpeRacles of Mortalicy, ſhutting the door of 
Atheiſm and Senſe, keeping open thedoor of Faith 
and Hope in the comfort of its objeRt Heaves, and eyj- 
dence of ics preſence, as not onely certain, byt at hand, 

I ſhall now cloſe all with a few ſhort Medications to 
all ſuch, as upon the through peruſal of this my poor 
labour, find their hearrs ſo much warmed in the pene+ 
ral, as to be affeRionately willing for furtherance in 
their everlaſting journey , to accept .and »aQically 
keep company with theſe few following Hints, 

1. Beever learningthat ESSENTIAL( ever 
po be learning, bus wever learnt ) Leſſon, SE L F- 
DENIAL. PS | 

2. Read much, Meditate more, | 

3. PR AT @ toobtainLite, W AT CH wata 
avoid Dearth. | 

4. Beoftenretized, and there talking With God. 

5. Truſt your own Hearts, 46 much as Jou will 
traft the Devil. ES: | 

6. Avoid the appearance of the leaſt ſiv, as you 


world the greateſt Poiſon. 


7. Live to God a (ittle while, and you fball live 
with God to all Eternity. | : | 
1 ſhall now break off writing, having caſt my poos 
Aite into Gods pablick Treaſnry, as one lift, (if God 
will,) to encourage the Growing Chriſtian, and reduce 


ll the Decaning Chriſtian ; if any be bettered by it, I have 
WS 227 end. Gipe God the Glory; to whom through 
"13 Zelucs Chriſt by the help of the holy Spirit, be all ane 

HH Praiſes aſcribed in Heart, withT ongne nd Converſa« 


i} for ever angever. Amen LHE 
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Hereas it is commonly ſaid (and was 

6 it may beto the prejudice of mein wh 

# my Credit, Irade, and livelihood )Pamt 

_ that 1 hawe yearly allowance for Preach» iu 
ing, and that my loſſes by ſeveral Twpri-1 tj 

Jorments, and the ſuſpending of my Trade | hy 
for ſome Moneths, upon the late ſeweren bf 

AC againſt Meetings, hawe b:en made up y, | 

and repaired by Contributi»s from others. uiyy 

Theſe are to let all underſtand whom it yy 

doth or may any ways concern , that the \jy, 

eforeſaid reports, are againſt all truth y,, 

ard juſtice ; For I do here publick'y ds- w, 

clare, that I never received for Preabing | |, 
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5 The Poſtſcript. 
*" "one Way or other, to the value of zen 
dyPounds, theſe twenty Tears. * And that. 
Wyfor my ten ſeveral Impriſott ents, one of 
1 Yzphich coſt me Sixſcore nd Twelve 
' Pounds, beſides twenty fix Weeks cloſe 
.. confinement from Shop, and Trade, that 
T never received any thing \towards the - 
T repair of. that loſs more then, fourteen 
Pounds by the band of a puriiculan. 
| Friend. - Another time, ſeveral Mombs 
(i extream Sickneſs, occafioned onely Ly ano- 
"w tber reftraznt, which coſt me above fifty 
tial) Pounds , befides Keepers Fees , Shile 
tho reduced þ low by a violent F eaver, as to 
" be diſtracted ſeveral days, and all wiſs- 
{ub ble bope of Life departed, being beld in 
7.8 y-4 Bed, by ſtrength of Hands many 
why days. 4 s to my Damages ſubteined wn 
(dn (Putting up my Sbop ſo many Monethr, 
Is) pon the aforeſaid account, 1 openly awerr, 
ls that 1 newer received any thing of any 
y perſon or porſons towards reparation 
k therein, though 1 can faithfully affirm, 
'} {hat att | bundred Pound would uot have 
pw done 


"The Poſtſcript. + 
done #t. This Publication 1 make tothia\ 
purpoſe, that ſuch perſons as hawe others | 
be nndecerved therein, and ſo Farewell, 
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FRANCIS SMITH! 
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